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HOUSE JOURNAL. 


——————— O 4p ———————- 


WEDNESDAY, December 17, 1862. 


At a special session of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, began and held in pursuance of the Constitution aud 
the Governor's Proclamation, at the State House, in the city 
of Jacksoa, in the county of Hinds, State of Mississippi, on 
Wednesday, the 17th day of December, A. D. 1862, and the 
sovereignty of the State of Mississippi the forty-sixth, 

Be it remembered, That on this day, at the place above 
mentioned, being the time and place designated for the assem- 
blage of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives convened in the Repre- 
sentative Hall at twelve o'clock, M. 

The Speaker took the chair and called the House to order. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

The roll was called and the following members answered to 
their names: 


Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Barton, Bardin, Boddie, 
Chandler, Clark, Deason, Denney, Dyer, Enochs, Fatheree, 
Fox, Graham, Harper, Harris, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, 
Hooker of Lawrence, Johnson of Warren, Kirk, Lyle, 
McDonald, McLaurin, Miller of Oktibbeha, Nelson, Seal of 
Harrison, Semmes, Shelly, Thomas, Smith of Lowndes, Walk- 
er, Williams of Wilkinson, and Wood. 


No quorum being present, 
On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 
The House adjourned to three o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Bardin, the roll was called. 

No quorum being present, 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The House adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


~ 
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THURSDAY, December 18, 1862. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Upon call of the roll, a quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Hon. William T. Powe, member elect from the county of 
Jasper, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Hon. 
A. F. Dantzler, and Hon. C. F. Hamer, member elect from 
the county of Yazoo to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Hon. Q. D. Gibbs, appeared, were qualified and took 
their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Johuson, of Warren, 

The House proceeded to the election of a Doorkeeper in 
place of A. T. Foster. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, > 

William J. Brown, Jr., was elected Doorkeeper by accla- 
mation, 

Who, thereupon, took the oath of office and entered upon 
the discharge of his duties. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to inform the Sen- 
ate that the House of Representatives, having a quorum, are 
now ready to proceed to business, having elected William J. 
Brown, Jr., their Doorkeeper, 

And have adopted the following joint resolution, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate is desired: 

Resolved, That a committee of on the part of the 
Senate, and three on the part of the House, be appointed to 

wait on his Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that 
the two Houses are now organized and ready to receive any 
communication he may have to make; and have appointed as 
said committee on the part of the House, Messrs. Johnson of 
Warren, Kirk and Shields. i 

On motion of Mr. Bardin, | 

The House adjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. . | 


* 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Hooker of Holmes, asked and obtained leave of ab- 
sence for his colleague, Mr. Dyer, on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Terrell, of Covington, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'elock. 
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FRIDAY, December 19, 1862. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Journal of yesterday read and approved. 

On motion of- Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon the President of the Confederate State& and General 
Joseph E. Johnston, and tender to them and their staffs seats 
in this House, and also request the President, if consistent 
with his present duties, to address the members of this House 
this evening at 7 o'clock, or at such other time as may suit his 
convenience. ' i 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Johnson of Warren, Jones, 
and Hooker of Hinds, said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P M. 


TIIREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Harper asked leave to introduce a bill. 

Mr. Hieks raised a point of order, that no bill could be 
acted upon by this House until the Senate had found a quorum 
and organized for business. 

The Speaker decided that it wes now competent for this 
House to proceed to business. 

Mr. Harper, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to reorganize and establish the military system of 
the State of Mississippi, | 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read a second time and 
laid upon the table. ^ s 

Mr. Johnson, of Warren, made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee appointed to wait upon President Davis 
and General Johnston, and tender to them and their staffs 
seats in this Hall, and also to request the President to address 
the members of the Legislature, have performed the duty 
assigned them, and now beg leave to report that both the 
President and General Johnston expressed themselves as 
gratified at the courtesy extended to them, of which they 


‘will avail themselves upon their return from Vicksburg, and 


* 


also that the President will then name the time when he ivill 
be able to address the Legislature. E. dis 


P————— 
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Mr. Harper, by leave, introduced a L.'1 to be entitled 

An act to authorise the impressment of slaves and other 
personal property for military purposes, 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Harper moved that the rule be suspended, that the bill 
be read a second time and referred to a select committee of 
five. and one hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, moved that the bill be laid upon the 

table, and one ‘hundred copies ordered to be printed, 

Which motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, ° 

The House adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, December 20, 1862. 


JIouse met pursuant to adjournment. 
The following message was received from the Senate, 
through Mr. Porter, their Secretary: 


Mn. SPEAXER— 

I am instructed by the Senate to inform the House of Rep- 
resentatives that the Senate is duly organized and Ready: to 
proceed to business. 


Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, presented the following resigna- 
tion: 
Jackson, December 20, 1862. ' 
To the Hon. Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Mississippi: 
Y hereby resign the office of Sergeant-at-Arms of this 
Legislature. SAMUEL. LL 
Which resignation was received. 
On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 
ftesolved, The Senate concurring, ‘That the two “Houses 
proceed to the election of Ser geant-at-Arms at halfpast 10 
o'clock, A. M., this day. 
Mr. Chandler, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
An act better to provide for the families of our soldiers, 
Which was read the first time. 
On motion of Mr, Chandler, 
The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time and 
referred to the committee on Propositions and Grievances.. 


` . : F ££ 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to fur- 
nish for the House, copies of .the Revised Code, the Journals 
of the Convention, and the acts of tlie Legislature since 1857. 

. Mr: Chandler, by leave; introduced a bill to be‘entitled 

^ An aét to authorize "Tax Collectors : toi fecéiye in payment 
of the military tax all funds’ receivable for other State taxes, 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, ee. 

The rule was “suspended, the bill read the second tinte and 

referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

- The following message was receivéd: fróm the Senate, 
through Mr, Porter, their Secretary : 


Mr. SPEAKER— ` 
_ The Senate has concurred in thë- “joint TERR of the 

House in rélation to the appointment of a joint committee to 
inform the Governor of the organization of the-twó Houses, 
and of their being ready to receive any. communication ‘he 
may have to make to them ; and have appointed as a commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate Messrs. Gordon and Davis.’ 

The Senate has also concurred in joint resolution of the 
House in relation to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

Resolved, That the House take a recess of five minutes for 
the purpose of preparing the Hall for the reception of the 
Senate, to the end that the two Houses proceed to the elec- 
tion of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The recess having expired, the House resumed its session. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The Clerk was requested to inform the Senate that the 
‘Hall of the House was now in readiness for their reception, 
to the end that the two Houses proceed to the election of 
a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The Senate having been informed, entered the Hall and 
took the seats assigned them. 

The President having explained the object of the joint con- 
vention, 

Mr. Hicks nominated J. J. Denson, and, on his further 
motion, 

He was declared elected Sergeant-at-Arms by acclamation, 

And, having taken the oath of “office, entered upon the dis- ` 
charge of.his duties. . 

The object of the joint cónvention. having been accom- 
plished, the Senate retired. ‘ | 

Mr. Grabam, by leave, introduced a bill 

To provide for the collection of the military tax in the 
game manner as other State taxes, 

Which was read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Graham, 

The rule was suspeuded, the bill read the. second time and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Johnson, of Warren, made the following report: 

The committee on the part of the House appointed to wait 
on the Governor, report that they have discharged that duty, 
and that the Governor replies that he ‘will make his commu- 
nication to this body in writing. 

Mr. Johnson, of Warren, introduced a pill 

To authorize the suspension of the writ of Habeas Corpus, 

Which was read the first time. 3 

On motion of Mr. Strong, ` 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time and 
referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

The following message was received from the Governor, 
through his private Secretary, Mr. Rives: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

I am instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, to deliver 
to you, his message in writing, -with accompanying docu- 
ments. 


GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. | 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Jackson, Miss., 

= December 20th, 1862. i 
Gentlemen of the Senate. - . m 

and House of. Representatives : " - 

For the consideration of matters of vital interest to the 
safety of the State, you have been called into extra session. 
The magnitude of the preparations, and the.vast.armies sént 
by our enemies for our subjugation, require corresponding: 
efforts on our part to render our defense successful. To effect ` 
this end, I recommend that the entire white male population 
of the State from sixteen to sixty years of age, be enrolled in 
the militia, and that such as are deemed able to go into ac- 
tive service be ealled at once to the defense of the State. 
This class who are able for active service in the field. will | 
probably constitute one-half of the entire population subject 
to military duty. The other half could be organized'ag a re- 
serve, to be armed and drilled for local defense against raids 
of small foraging parties of the enemy. One-fourth of this 
reserved class could act as armed patrols in their respective 
counties, and thus give a feeling of security to the people in 
every county in the State. Asitisamatter of necessity to the 
safety of the State and the successful prosecution of the war, 
to fill up our regiments now in the field, and to return to the 
army the hundreds who are absent without leave, or off ex- 
pired'furloughs, or have recovered from disability and are 
now able to return to duty, I suggest. the importance of re- 
quiring the sheriffs, magistrates and constables to aid the.mil- 
itary authoritics of the State and of the Confederate States 
to enroll, and, if necessary, to arrest conscripts, and send 
them to the proper camps, and- to arrest and send to their 
-commands all who owe service to thé country and either neg- 
lect or refuse to perform it. mM 

The prompt and faithful performance of this duty should’ 
be enforced ‘by heavy penalties, extending to even the dismis- 
sal from office, for, wilfully failing or refusing to give the re- 
- quired aid in arresting.and sending back to duty those who 
seek to avoid it. I récommend that the Legislature pass: an 
act disfranchising every citizen who shall be convicted of 
evading or refusing to perform the military duties required of 
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him by law—either by leaving the State or hiding out from 
home or otherwise. Such are not fit to associate on terms of 
equality with the loyal and brave who return with honorable 
scars from the battle for independence. 

Slave labor has been employed by State and Confederate 
authorities on works deemed necessary for the public safety. 
The liberal and patriotic have cheerfully responded to the calls 
for slaves for this purpose, while some have refused to con- 
tribute anything, or even to send their slaves on assurance of 
full and ample compensation. : I ask that authority be given 
the Executive—under such restrictions as may. be deemed . 
Wise—to call out for the State or Confederate authorities such 
number of slaves as«may be necessary for such works in the 
future; and that the burthen may be equally borne by all, I 
suggest that the slaves be enrolled. i 

While asking for more stringent legislation to compel the 
citizen tọ do his duty to the State and country, I will respect- 
fully remind the Legislature that one. class of ‘our citizens 
has claims upon the State as imperative and as sacred as any 
claim the State can have upon the soldier in this perilous hour. 
I allude to the families and dependents of our soldiery now 
or soon to be in the field. Deprived of the means of support 
by calling the husband and father to the army, they may just- 
ly claim protection and a supply of the necessaries of life from 
the State, which now requires the services of their natural 
protectors. The provision heretofore made by the Legislature 
is found to be wholly inadequate. Owing to the drought of 
the-past season, which extended over alarge portion of the 
State, and the necessity of calling more men into the field, 
the number of destitute families will be greatly increased, and 
thereby add largely to the wants of our people, who are even 
now in some districts suffering for bread. Such a condition 
of affairs ought not to be allowed to exist while there is - 
means within the State to prevent it. Itherefore recommend 
that the most liberal provisions be made by the Legislature in 
behalf of the families of our soldiers riow in the field, and the 
widows and orphans of such as have fallen in defense of their 
country; and I further recommend, in this connection, that 
diseretionary power be given to the Boards of Police in each 
county to extend any legislative provision that may be made 
by county taxes—if such legislative provision should again be 
found inadequate to supply the necessaries of life to the suf- 
ferers of their respective counties. 

The most pressing. want of our people at the present time 
is a supply of salt. During the last summer I sent agents to 
Virginia, Alabama and Louisiana, in order to secure, if possi- 
ble, a supply of salt for the people of the State, either by 
purchase or by mining. Their missions have, however, from 
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various causes, proven entirely unsuccessful, except the agent: 
to Louisiana, who sueceeded in purchasing a small quantity of 
salt in New Iberia, in.Louisiana. About 40,000 pounds of 
salt are now at Vicksburg, which I propose to distribute to 
the destitute families of soldiers. Some other contracts have 
been recently made for a large supply of salt, and if I should , 
be successful in these, I hope to be able to supply the State. 


- . These contracts I will be pleased to submit to any .committee ` 


that the Legislature may appoint for that purpose. If these ` 
efforts should prove a failure, I know of no other source of 

supply but by mining on Státe account at New Iberia, Lou- 
isidna, where the deposit so far as is known, is unlimited. In 
that event I ask that authority be given to use the slave labor 
of the State, and the wagons and teams necessary for the 
mining and hauling the salt to Atchafalaya, the nearest point 
tosteamboat navigation. While my effórts have procured 
but a very small amount of salt on State accounts, I have 
given all the information and assistance in my power to pri- 
vate enterprise, and it affords me much satisfaction.to say that 
in consequence of such information and assistance many in- 
dividuals have succeeded in supplying themselves and neigh- 
bors with salt. I have been uríable to obtain transportation 
sufficient to cohvey the salt obtained to the interior of the 


- State. I therefore request that the Legislature will take some 


action in the premises so as to secure speedy transportation 
for the salt that may be obtained in the future, and as the 
item of bread is of vital importance to a large portion of: the 
State, it would be well for the Legislature to include trans- 
portation for corn and wheat in any provision made for the 
transportation of salt. , 

The exorbitant prices asked for every article of food by 
those who are'engàged in buying and selling for profit, and 
many who produce them, is putting the means of living be- 
yond the reach of many of our poor citizens—if permitted to 
go unchecked will transfer the property of the country to the 
hands of the worst and least patriotic of our population. I - 
ask that a law be passed prohibiting the buying and selling of 
grain for profit, and its distillation into spirits, and that some 
reasonable price be fixed beyond whieh the extortioner can- 
not gó without incurring a heavy penalty. 

The military bill passed at the last session of the Legisla- 
ture made no provision for the appointment of the staff of 
the Major General of the State Militia. I recommend that 
authority be given to the Major General to appoint his staff, - 
as the duties of his office cannot be performed without such aid. 

Treasury notes to the full amount authorized by the Legis- 
lature at its last séssion, have been advanced on cotton. This- 
act for the relief of the people and for supplying a sound cir- 
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culating medium for the State has accomplished all that its 
most sanguine friends expected, and of the $2,500,000 appro- 
priated by the Legislature for military purposes, but $381,534 
have been expended, leaving in the Treasury a balance of 
$2,218,466. Nofurther appropriation in this behalf is re- 
- quired. 

- For the information of the Legislature as to the condition 
of the State troops, I respectfully refer you to the report of 
Major General T. C. Tupper, herewith transmitted. The 
minute men now in the field have done good service, and 
they cannot be too highly commended. Their presence and 
efficiency have done much to restrain the inroads of the in- 
vading foe. The State Armory at Bra: don is doing all that 
could be expected, with the limited means in our ‘possession, 
in the construction and repairing of arms. For full informa- 
tion upon this subject, I refer you to the report of the Chief 
of Ordnance herewith transmitted. 

You will see by the report of the Adjutant General of the 
State that we now have forty-six regiments of infantry in the 
Confederate service, besides the cavalry and artillery, and the 
unattached battalions and companies of the several arms, 
which were organized by and reported directly to the Con- 
federate authorities at Richmond, leaving no record of their 
existence or strength in the office of the Adjutant General in 

this State. 
- Since your last session, Mississippi has become the theater 
of war. After the fall of New Orleans and Memphis three 
sides of the State were exposed to the Northern plunderer. 
Until recently our people have suffered, compared with the 
four States adjoining, but little loss of property, for the enemy 
have been required to pay in blood for the plunder they gath- 
ered on our soil. Their efforts were mainly directed to clear- 
ing the Mississippi river of the only remaining obstruction to 
its free navigation. Some fortifications hastily constructed at 
Vicksburg were at the beginning of the contest scarcely 
deemed worthy of their notice, but after months past spent 
in bombarding, and at times the most furious that has ever - 
occurred upon this continent, the united efforts of both the 
upper and lower fleets could not secure the safe passage of 
one boat. Battered and bootless, they retired in acknow- 
ledged defeat. The spell which attended the name óf gun- 
boats was broken at Vicksburg. While this brilliant success 
to our arms—occurring on her soil—adds renown to the State, 
Mississippi can only clam a share of the glory of the achieve- 
ment—Louisiana, Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri 
had gallant representatives there to share the danger of the 
conflict and the honors of tlie triumph. Nor should I forget 
the brilliant part playéd in this defense by the Confederate 
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" steamer Arkansas and her heroic officers and crew. Though ' 
baffled last summer, the enemy have worked with all the - 
energy which wounded pride and bitter hate could give thém, 
and are now returning to the seige with larger fleets and . 
much larger land forces. We have not beeti‘idle spectators 
of their preparations, and the history of: Southern’ triumph at 
the Hill City, I hope, is not yet finished. Thanks to the en- 
ergy of our mechanics and the skill of our engineers, the fore- 
most of ‘their gunboat fleet lies.a shattered wreck at the : 
bottom of the Yazoo river. The torpedo has at last done its 
work. Lhail this suecess as a happy omen of our triumph 
over our enemies in the approaching struggle—that triumph 
must be sought by patient endurance and hard fighting. From 
all.the accounts of the devastations committed, wherever their 
troops have marched over our soil, it is manifest that we have 
nothing to lose by fighting. Mississippi is now called on to 
put forth all her strength to repel the invasion of'her enemies 
who have discarded both the principles and practice of civil- 
ized warfare. The struggle is now for her existence as a 
State. Her sons have won for her an enviable renown by gal- 
lantry unsurpassed on many fields, and attracted .to her the - 
bitterest hatred of the common enemy of the Confederacy. 
I appeal to the Legislature for such legislation as, in their 
wisdom, they may deem necessary to enable the State to 
maintain the proud position among her sister States won for 
her by the blood of her heroic sons. -> Let us convince the 
world by our actions that all the patriotism and courage did 
not go out of the State with the Regiments that have hereto- 
* fore gone to meet the enemy on.more distant fields. If Mis- 
sissippi is true to her former history, I have an abiding con- 
fidence that after a few months more of suffering and trials, 
the God who loves justice and rewards devotion, will bless 
our land with independence and peace. 

l JOHN J. PETTUS. 


‘On motion of Mr. Thomas, . 

The message was laid upon the table and 500 copies or- 
dered to be printed. . : 

On motion of: Mr. Shields, 

- Resolved, That five hundred copies of the. “Documents ac- 
companying the Governor's message be printéd for the use of 
this House. ZEN 
On motion of Mr. Terrell, ps 
The vote adopting the resolution was reconsidered, 
And on his further motion, 
The House resolved itself into secret session for the con- 
‘sideration of the accompanying documents t9 the- Governor's 
inessage. ES di 


* 
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After a short time spent therein the doors were opened, and 

On motion of Mr. Jones, AP 

The following resolution was adopted: . 

Resolved, That the reports of the Major General and Chief 
of Ordnance, and other documents accompanying the Gover- 
nor’s message, be referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will not act upon any business 
at its present session, except that to which the attention of 
the House is called by the message of the Governor and ac- 
companying documents, and the business now before the 
House, and such other matters. as the exigency of the - 
times may demand. 

Mr. Graham moved to lay the resolution upon the table, 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were demanded by 
Messrs. Shields, Gulley, and Hooker, of Holmes, 

And the motion to lay upon the table was lost by the fol- 

lowing vote: 


Yzas—Messrs. Bardin, Brooks, Buntin, Deason, Edwards 
of Kemper, Enochs, Graham, Hicks, Hooker of Hinds, Hum- 
phreys, Jackson of Amite, Martin, Magee of Pike, McElroy, 
Miller of Oktibbeha, Powe, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Han- 
cock, Shelley, Terrell and Wells—21. 

NAxs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barnes, Boddie, Chandler, 
Clark, Durr, Fatheree, Fox, Gulley, Hamer, Harper, Harris, 
Hooker of Holmes, Hooker of Lawrence, Irby, Johnson ‘of 
Warren, Jones, Kirk, Lewis, Lyle, McDonald, McLaurin, 
Moore, Nelson, Semmes, Shields, Strong, Thomas, Walker, 
Williams of Wilkinson, and Wood—31. : 


Mr. Johnson, of Warren, moved the previous question. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the reso- 
lution and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: . l 

Resolved, That.the Auditor of Public Accounts be request- ` 
ed to furnish to this House a statement of the ‘amount col- 
lected under an act to support the indigent families of soldiers 
in the army, and how the same has been distributed among 
the various counties of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The bill entitled an act to reorganize and establish the mil- 
itary system of the State of Mississippi, was called from the 
table. , 

And upon his further motion, yi 

The bill was referred to the committee on Military Affairs," 
and one hundred copies ordered to be printed. 


— 
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On motion of Mr. Terrell, 
The House adjourned to three o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


: 


House met pursuant to M cusan 

Mr. Wood, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to prevent the distillation of corn or other grain, 
molasses or sugar, > 

Whieh was read the first time, 

And on motion of Mr. Wood, i 

The rule was suspended and the bill read the second time, 
‘and referred to the committee on Propositions and Gri levanoes. 

On motion. of Mr. Miller, of Oktibbeha, 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, through the 
Chief of Ordnance, be requested to furnish the House a more 
full and specific statement of the number, condition and de- 
scription of arms received from the several counties—what 
number and what kind from each county—what number from 
each county approved as good or fit to be repaired—and what 
number rejected as useless or unfit to be repaired. 

Mr. Miller, of Oktibbeha, asked leave of absence for Mr. 
Boyd, of Tippah, 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Wood asked leave of absence for Mr. SERRET in con- 
sequence of illness, 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Shields asked leave of absence for a Powis 

“Which was not granted. — 

. On motion of Mr. Jones, `. 

— Resolved, That the non-attendance of all members of this 
House, who are at distant points in the army of the Confed- 
erate States, be and the same are hereby excused. 

Mr. Strong gave notice that he would, at an early day, in- 
troduce a bill providing for increased defenses on the Yazoo 
river. 

The Speaker announced that he had appointed: John Terret 
and Charles M.' Evans as Pages to this House. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, 

Mr. Chandler was added to the. committee oñ Military 
Affairs, 

The Speaker announced that he had filled vaeancies in sev- 
eral of the Standing Committees, as follows; to-wit: 

In the committee on Ways and Means: Massrs. Thomas, 
Strong, Cuandler and Graham. 

In the committee on the Judiciary : Mr. Hooker, of Holmes: 


In.the committee on Claims: Messrs. Powe, Walker and. | 


Bardin. 
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In the committee on Propositions and Grivances: Messrs. 
Kirk, McLaurin,’ Nelson. and Buntin. . 

In the committee on Military Affairs: Messrs. Harper, 
Hamer, Hooker, of Hinds, and Tindall. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this.House,has heard with deep sorrow of 
the death of QuzswEY D. Gress, late a member from the 
county of Yazoo. 

Resolved, That the earnest and patriotic devotion to his 
country’s honor and independence,” which he has sealed with 
` his life, entitles his memory to a grateful appreciation by the | 
State. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in relation 
to the death of Capt. Q. D. Gibbs, be communicated to the 
family of the deceased by the Clerk. 

-Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the memory 
of the deceased, this House do now adjourn until Monday 
morning, 10 o "clock. 

The House adjourned until Monday morning at 10 o "clock. 


MONDAY, December 22, 1862. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. . 

Journal of Saturday read and approved. 

The Speaker presented the following communication from 
the Auditor of Public Accounts: 


_Aupitor’s OFFICE, JACKSON, 
December 22, 1862. 4 
Hon. J. P. Scales, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sin—In compliance with a resolution adopted by the House! 
of Representatives on the 20th inst., I have the honor here- 
with to transmit a statement showing the amount of tax col- 
lected for the support of indigent families of volunteer soldiers 
in the army, and the pro rata share of each county of said tax. 
Most respectfully, your ob't servant, 
. AL d.. GILLESPIE, 
Aud. Pub. Accounts. 
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STATEMENT of Military Relief Tax of. 1861, eei. 
and the pro rata share of each county in the State of Mis- 
sissippi of said. fund: 


p- a 
` COUNTIES: 7 Net amount of|Pro rata share 
Tax collected, |of each county. 


AURI ore IRE EVEN RESI RU J 7,288 991$ 1,753 79 
AMI escis trins — <... | ^ 9,086 81] ^ 2,790 77 
Atal Cose Suerte EE boue Roads 2.814 23 5.409 51 
Bolivar soci valence ciemel salar. 6,219 19| 1,161.23 
nn A COST Qd ei Qe qs Pie i 1,801 48| 5,051 11 
arroll. ......006 EE ETE «~ ..| 6,813 060 7,813 21 
Chickasaw ..... T E SN ^ 8,999 25| 3,956 78 
Choctaw” sestas eese ps eese si..| 2,684 73| 8,993 55 
Claiborne* ....:... leet ee — 1,428 84 
Clark*........ AMAA E NAE ...] 2,240 81| 5,614 99 
Coahomüiclses uev xh y SS .....| 3,839 69 234 16 
Oop ai erret erations EAS 4,580 62| 5,452 52 . 
Covington:....... — jets See 645 49) 1,944 94 
DeSoto....... ee eer MC 6,979 86| 4,578 Ol 
Franklin 22 am s -— s....| 1,887 93| 1,605 65 
Greene....... E —— 285 70 669. 02 
Hancock........eecccceeeeccceeees} . 711 12) 1,199 46 
Harrisona ove cepe XS nud deca e 1,015 48| 559 11 
Hinds cio teret quss eee. | 10,585 32| 5,081 99 
Holmes....... eee rn ..... |> 6,121 12) 5,333 05. 
Issaquena ...... MEO pa a ids 3,600 00| 315 40 
Itawamba so reeter ted rendi es .| 2,542 32| 5,089 34 
Jackson.. 7........ Pasco diner uL E M 550 00' 1:500 52 
Oe errr aeree VR Yard e ...] 2,075 90: 2,523 16 
Jefferson ...... cressa eese nne] 4,178 00, 1,529. 19 
JO GS E vx Sala Rae Sauk PEE 276 06| 2,150 49 
Kemper ........ ... EE e| 2,483 57) 4,157 49 
Lafayette ....... T ETE S 8,426 88} 3.995 01 
' Lauderdale.:.......... VE NR 2,195 05| 4,262 62 
LaWteuedis eroe virk rS e vex 1,789 37! 75,446 1 
Leake........s eese e n.e| 1,684 20) 4.981 78 
Lowndes e sos diac esee AOR V e vs 7,880 '?| 2,794 80 
Madison wo... ee. cc cee cence PEN 7,820 5U 4,171 82 
Mules Dobis a uv ER a veis 843 ;. 1,017 87 
Marshall puis wt nected M ee Notset! ` 8 804 90 
Monroe.......... esit C | 6,5433.^ 7617 98 
IN CSHOD Ae oed didicit ute S DRE ROS 1,291 7 ^ 226 88 
Newton, . ........ Rear ..| 1,884 59 ° 016 62- 
, INOXUDeBL esu rure ss euh bel ss e] 6,64) R9 3 518 45 
' Oktibbeha ...... s... Stas ere] 9,856 BY ..189 54. 


*Settled in full since distribution. 
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STATEMEN T— Continued. 


COUNTIES. s> Net, amount of|Pro rata share 
Tax collected. |of each county. 
Paoli dese cios ret SP TDI $ 6,161 50 3,053 60 
be ee eee ee ae EU 278 4 597 34 
DiEOuos veio EE E E CAE MERE 2,504 o6 1,916 27 
TOD COLO: s cr p ewe) Suus Gates 4,182 14| 7,911 09 
TRAE aset xs SN EE OE RE 3,850 85| 4,984 20 
DeOtt ct rs cic aD UR VR MA T M ENS 1,876 67| 2,174 82 
SInDsO awe a bakeees- owes ees eee. 890 94| 1,557 86 . 
Smith......... ND NCMO 1,112 10| 2,972936 ` 
Sunflower...... VAS GU ELA QE USER d 3,787 17| 1,476.63 
Talldbatehio. wastes a euo no Rd 3,8354 98| 1,758 79 
JAppalio esscei-k tire a e RON d ......| 3,288 34) 6,694 99 
Tishomingo*......... e Rau RAUS 8,725 94 
Tunica...... mov OP ...| 2,627 83| 6021 24 
Warren sa sce wee ors PEPEE IPEE Notsettled| 3,421 57 
Washington 23 Cup riede uneni 11,496 29| 1,481 40 
Wayne. — E TUTO 623 01 893 -62 
WY ISCO soss ec one sos iade EU 1,940 85| 2,590 07 
MUIEIRSOIE 49 3 avente sere tte eared 4,759 25| 2,972 36 
AX alsbüslidecs s ers a Ro eos ee .....| 4,483 12) 3,481 12 
UA uidi qu 6s dings VIAE RAO ed s 8,803 24| 2,155 20 
"Totals TE ...]198, is 91|198,985 91 


*Settled in part since distribution. 


A. J. GILLESPIE, 
Auditor of Public Accounts. 
AUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
Jackson, Miss., Deo.' 22, ue 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 

Resolved, That one hundred copies of the Auditor's Be 
port, just read, be printed for the use of this House. 
= On motion of Mr. Shields, 

The vote adopted - on Saturday,’ by which five thousand 
copies of the Governor's message were ordered to be printed, 
was reconsidered, 


And on his further motion, , . 
Two hundred copies were ordered to be pones for the use. 
of this House. `- 1 


Mr. Bardin asked mere of absence for Mr. ‘Edwards, of 
Choctaw, 
Which was granted. 


d ox o —* 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 

' The call of the counties was suspended. 3 

Mr. McLaurin presented the petition of Edward BopmoR 
and others, of Smith county. 

Which, on his motion, 

Was referred to a special committee of three. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. McLaurin, Miller, of Oktib- 
beha, and Brooks, said committee. i 

Mr. Terrell presented a communication from Capt. Barnes 
and other citizens of Covington contat in relation to the 
militia law of the State, 

Which, on his motion, . 

"Was referred to the committee on Military ASH. 

Mr. Martin, from the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
ances, made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Pr opositions and Grievances, to whom 
was referred the Bill entitled “an act better to provide for 
the families of our soldiers,” have had the samé under con- 
sideration, and have instructed, me to report the same back, 
‘and recommend that it do pass with an amendment. 


Which ' was received and agreed to. 

On motion.of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, s 
* Resolved, That one hundred copies of the bill and-amend- 
ment recommended by the committee, pe printed for the use 
of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, , - 

Resolved, (The Senate MM That a joint select 
committee of five members on. the part of the House, and 
on the! part of the Senate, be appointed, to whom shall 
be referred all that portion of the'Governor's message relating 
_ tothe militia and the proper means of repelling the present 
invasion, with instructions to take into consideration the sub- 
ject of'the whole military strength of the Put. and to report 
a bill for ite immediate defense. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Jones, Harper, Strong, 
Dyer and Hamer said committee. 

. Mr. Dyer introduced the following: ) 

Resolution in relation to the Proclamation of P aham 
Lincoln, President of the United States, on the gubjeet of 
Emancipation. 

Which was referred to the ‘committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Barton, by leave, introduced a bill to -be entitled 
R An act in relation to Executor s, Administrators and Guar- 

ians. 


Which was read once. . 
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On motion of Mr. Barton, 

The Constitutional rule was Pusponden, the bill read the 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as re- 
lates to the purchase and transportation of salt be referred to: 
a select committee of five. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Graham, Fall Martin, 
Rogers and Withers. 

Mr. Gr aham, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to provide for the further issuance of Treasury 
Notes as advances on cotton. 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time, and. 
referred to the committee on Propositions and Grievances. ` 

Mr. Graham introduced the following: 

Resolved ‘by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That we disapprove of the Exemption bill. recently passed by 
the Confederate Congress, and particularly that portion of 
said bill which exempts from the military service all persons 
who happen to own a certain number of negro slaves. This 
we regard as an unjust discrimmation in favor of the larger 
planter against his less opulent neighbor. Indeed, it is td 
force the ] poor men of the country to do all the fighting and 
bear all the toils and har dships of war, while the rich are teft , 
quietly at home to indulge in idleness and ease. In the name 
of justice and equality we protest against this most iniquitous 
and detestable class legislation, and instruct our Senators and 
Representatives in Congr ess to proeure the repeal of this 
obnoxious law. l 

Which, on his motion, 

Was referred to the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
ances. ' 

Myr. Chandler, by leave, introduced a bill entitled ` 

‘An act to enroll the militia of this State, and t ‘aid the 
Confederate authorities in defending the State, 

Which was read once. s 


- 


On motion of Mr. Graham, ; 

The rule was suspended, the bill read a second time, and 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs, and one hun- 
dred copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Fall, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to authorize the rem val of the Judicial and, other 
public Records of counties, and for other purposes, 

Which was read once. i 
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On motion of Mr.-Fall, . 

The rule was suspended, the bill read tie second time, T 
referred to the Judiciary committee. . 

Mr. Brooks, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to extend the provisions of the Stay law to pro- 
bating of. notes in the Probate Courts of this State. 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brooks, 

The rule was suspended, the bill mds a » second. time and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Graham offered the following resolution, 

Which, upon his motion, 

Was referred to the committee on the Penitentiary : 

That thé Superintendent of the Penitentiary be and he is 
hereby required, under such rules and regulations and restric- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Board of Inspeotors, to hire 
or employ such free white labor, as together with the convict 
labor, shall be sufficient to keep the machinery of the Peni- 
tentiary for the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods in 
constant employment, both day and'night, excepting Sundays. 

The following message was received from the Senate, 
through Mr. Porter, their Boreas i 


MR. SPEAKER— 

The Senate has passed bills of the following titles: 

An act for the relief of. Thomas M. Rae, assignee of James 
B. Wigginton. 

An act farther to amend an act entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Canton, and to repeal all former acts incor- 
porating the same. 

In which they ask the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. : 

The Senate has concurred in the joint resolution of the 
House appointing a joint select committee to whom shall be 
referred all that portion of the Governor's message in relation ` 
to the militia and to the defense of the State, and have ap- 
pointed as said committee on the part of the Senate, Messrs. 
Yerger, Poindexter and Chrisman. 

Mr. Hicks called up the Senate message, 

A bill to be entitled 

An act for-the relief of Thomas M. Rae, assignee of James 
B. Wigginton, 

-Was read the first time. 
On motion of Mr. Hicks, 
` The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time. 

On his .further motion, 

The rule was suspended, the bill was read the third time, 

And passed with title as stated. ` 
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Mr. Strong called up the Senate bill entitled 

An act fart ther tb amend an act entitled an act to incorporate 
the town of Canton, and to ee all former acts incorpo- 
rating the same. 

Which was read the fir st time, 

And on motion of Mr. Strong, 

The rule was suspended and the bill read the second time. 

On his further motion, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, 

And.passed with the title as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

The bill entitled 

An act to reorganize and establish the military system of 
the State of Mississippi, 

Was ealled from the table. 

And, on his further motion, 

The bill was referred to the joint committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The vote by which.a bill entitled 

An act to enroll the militia of this State and to aid the 
Confederate anthorities in defending the State, 

Was referred to the committee on Military Affairs, . 

Was reconsidered. 

And, on his further motion, ' 

' The bill was referred to the joint committee on | Military 
Affairs of both Houses. 

On motion of Mr. Terrell, 

The vote by which the bill to provide for the relief of sol- 
diers’ families, was ordered to be printed, a ; 

Was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr.. Martin, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole on 
the bill entitled 

An act better to provide for the families of our soldiers, 

Mr. Johnson, of Warren, in the chair. - 

After a short time spent ‘ther ein, 

The committee rose and repor ted the bill sdk to the Haase 
with a recommendation that it do pass as amended. 

On motion, the report was received. 

The question being taken on the amendments, the following 
were adopted, to-wit: 

Be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act shall 
also. apply to the destitute families ‘of deceased soldiers, and 
other families wholly or partially dependent upon any soldier. 

Mr. Terrell offered the following amendment: >» ` 

And the families of dischar ged soldiers who have been 

wounded or otherwise disabled in the military service of the. 4 
country. 


Ll 
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Mr. Hamer offered the following substitite for Mr. Terrell’s 
amendment: 

And the indigent families ‘of. discharged soldiers who are 
disabled by the casualties of war. 

Which was adopted. ` 

*Mr. Wood offered: the following amendments: 

Be it further enacted, That if any Tax Collector shall fail 
to collect, or any Tax Collector or County Treasurer shall fail 
to pay over-the tax levied by this act, within the time limited 
by law, it shall be the duty of the Auditor forth with to put 
the bond of such defaulting officer in suit, and in addition to 
the penalty of thirty per cent. now imposed upon defaulting. 
Colleetors, said defaulting officer shall be fined in a sum of 
not: less than five hundred nor more than five thousand 
dollars. 

Be it further enacted, That before the Tax Collectors shall 
proceed to collect said tax, they shall be required to give 
bond in the penalty of the whole amount instead of one-half 
aecording to the provisions of the fifth section of tlie act to 
which this is an amendment. 

Pending which, 

The House adjourned until 3 o "clock, P M. 


THREE O *CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
House took up the bill pending at adjour nment. 
Mr. Wood's amendments being under cónsideration, were 
adopted. 
The rule was suspeuded, the bill read the asi time, 
And passed with title as stated. 
On motion of Mr. Harper, 
"The bill éntitled 
An act to authorize the iinpressment of: slaves : and other 
personal property for military purposes, 
Was called from the table. 
And, on his further motion, 
The bill was referred to the joint committee on Military 
Affairs. — - 
' Mr. Graham, by leave, introduced à bill to be entitled 
Aù act to tax unauthor ized issues of paper money: 
Which was read once.. 
On motion of Mr. Gráham, ` 
The rule was suspended, the bill read a second time us its 
title, and referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Withers, ` 
Resolved, That the committee on Military Affgirs be in- 
structed to enquire into the propriety and expediency of 
$ 
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requiring all civil officers of this State&o give aid and efficiency 
to the conseript laws of the Confederate States, and report by 
bill or otherwise. . 

Mr. Jones, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to revise and reduce into one the militia and volun- 
teer laws of this State, i 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read a second time, and 
referred to the joint committee on Military Affairs, and one 
hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 

Kesolved, That the joint committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of creating an office 
of Supervising Surgeon of the State, whose duty it shall be 
to look after the troops of the State of Mississippi when sick, 
and report their condition to the Governor, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. l ` 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. mE 


EY 


| NE ~ 
TUESDAY, December 23, 1862. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. p 

Journal of yesterday read and approved. 

Mr. Fall asked leave of absence for Mr. Johnson, of War- 
ren, in consequence of illness, 

Which was granted. 0! 

Mr. Wood moved a suspension of the regular order of 
business to enable him to introduce the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

-Kesolved, That the committee to whom that portion of the 
Governor's message relating to the transportation of salt and 
provisions for the indigent families of soldiers was referred, 
be instructed to confer with General Johnston and ascertain 
how far facilities for transportation: can be afforded without 
conflicting with the military necessities of the Confederate 
Government. : 

Mr. Dyer, from the committee on the’ Judiciary, made the 
following report: | i , 


Mz. SPEAKER— ZEE 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill entitled an act in relation to Executors, Administrators 
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and Guardians, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the Haee 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


On motion of Mr. Dyer, 

‘The report was received and agreed to.' 

‘And on his further motion, 

- The bill was read the third time under a suspension of the 
rule, 

And passed with title as stated. 

Mr. Dyer, from committee on the J adidas made the fol- 
lowing report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on the Judiciary, | to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to provide for the collection of the 
military tax in the same manner as other State taxes, have 
had the same under.consideration, and a majority of the com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 


On motion of Mr. Dyer, 

The report was received. . 

Mr. Dyer moved that the report be agreed to. 

Pending which, 

The following message was received ` from the. Governor, 
through his private Secr etary, Mr. Rives: 


EXECUTIVE Orie 
Jackson, Miss., Dec, 23, 1862. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives * 

I herewith transmit to the Legislature resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Alabama, in relation to the’ 
transportation on Railroads. And as the people of Missis- 
sippi have experienced the same difficulties in relation to the 
transportation necessary to supply food to those sections of 
the State where the drouth has left them without enough to 
sustain the population until anotlier crop can be made, I ask 
‘such action on the subject as may remedy the evil, and at the 
same time interfere as little as possible with the Confederate 
authorities in the use of these roads. 

The Express companies seem to'be taking a much larger 
amount of the transportation on the Railroads than formerly. 
If the Railroad authorities could be induced to limit the 
amount of freight thus.taken over their roads, at enormous 
charges, there would be more room 1 and capacity for freight 
‘for private citizens. 
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I also transmit, herewith, joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
lature of Alabama on the ' subject of guatanteeing the war 
debt of the Confederate Government by the several States. 
I doubt not that the Legislature will do all in its power to 
satisfy our sister States, the Confederate Government; and 
the world, that. Mississippi is willing to “sink or swim? with 
the Government to which she has voluntarily attached herself. 

JOHN J. PETTUS. 


On’ deen of Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, 

The further consideration of the bill under consideration 
was postponed, and made the special order for 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Shields moved to take up the Governor’ s message. 

And, on his further motion, 

The same, with accompanying documents was referred to 
joint eommittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Johnson, of Warren, made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The special committee appointed. to wait upon the Presi- 
dent of the Confederate States, beg leave further to report 
that they have the pleasure of informing the House that Pres- 
ident Davis will address the House, ‘in compliance with its 
request, at 12 o’clock; M., on Saturday, 27th inst. 


On motion of Mr. Fall, l 

The regular order of business was suspended to enable him 
to introduce a bill to be entitled 

An act to increase the pay of the Guards of the Peniten- 
tiary. . 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fall, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time. , 
. Mr. Chandler offered the following amendment. 

Amend by adding this section: °° 

Sec. —. Be it further enacted, That the fees of Jailors for 
feeding persons confined in the coünty jails, shall be eighty 
cents per day for each white person, and seventy cents per 
day for each slave,-free negro or mulatto confined therein, in, 
lieu of the fees now allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, 

The bill and amendment were referred to the committee on 
the Penitentiary. 

On motion of Mr. Terrell, 

T! e House went into secret session for the consideration of 
a report. ub 

After some time spent ther ein, the doors. were opened. — 

Mr. Hicks asked leave to introduce a bill. 
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Leave being granted, abill entitled 
An act for the relief of Capt. Henry J amison, 
: Was read the first time. 
On his further motion, ` 
The rule was suspended and the bill read second time. 
And, on his further motion, i 
The rule was suspended, and the bill read third time and 
passed. . 
f Ordered, that title stand as stated. 
On motion of Mr. Chandler, ` 
The House adjourned to 30 ’clock, P. M. 


THREE 0’ CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Chandler called up the special order, a bill entitled 


An act to provide for the collection of the military tax as 
other State taxes. . 


‘Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, ! 
Moved the previous question. 
Which being sustained, 

On rhotion of Mr. Chandler, 


. The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 90 'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, December 24, 1862. 


The House met pursuant-to adjournment. 

Journal of yesterday was read and apprbved. ` 

Mr. Barton introduced a claim, by leave, with a view to its 
reference. 

The claim was réferred to the committee on Claims. 


. Mr. Dyer, from the J udiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing reports: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom^was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize the removal of the Judi- 
cial and other publie records of counties, and for other pur- 
poses, have had the same under consideration, and have 
amended it by inserting the following words, viz: “The 
Judge" before the words *any court," in the third line of the 
second section thereof, and by striking out the words 
“either” “or” in the eighth line of said section, and the word 
"without? in the ninth line in said section, and by adding a 
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third section to said bill providing for compensating Clerks 
for removing the records, &c., of their respective courts, in 
the event of the removal of the same, and have instructed - 
me to report the bill, with the amendments thereto, back to 
the House, and recommend that it do pass as thus amended. 


On motion of Mr. Dyer; 

The report was agreed to. 

On his further motion, 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. Brown offered an amendment, by way of ,additional 
Section, 

Which was adopted. 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill entitled an act to authorize the suspension of the writ of 
Habeas Corpus, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the bill back to the House with 
a recommendation that it do not pass. 


On motion of Mr. Dyer, E x 
The report was received. 

Mr. Johnson, of Warren, . 

Moved that the report be agreed to. 

Which motion prevailed. 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was' referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to tax unauthorized issues of paper money, 
have had the same under consideration, and have amended 
the first section by.striking out the following words, viz: 
“Twenty-five per cent," and inserting in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing words, to-wit: “One hundred per cent, ” and. the 
majority of the committee has instructed me to report the 
bill back to the House, with the amendment, with a recom- 
mendation that the bill, as amended, do pass. : 


On motion of Mr. Dyer, 
- The report was received. 
On his further motion, ` 
The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. Shields: offered the following amendment: i 
Amend by striking out the words "have issued or may 
hereafter.” 
= Mr. Hooker, of. Holmes, . 
-Moved to amend the ain by adding: for’ permit 
to remain in circulation as exchange notes or money.” 
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When, on motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, 

The.bill and amendments were recommitted to the Judiciary 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, . i 

The regular order of business was sped id the 
unfinished business of yesterday was ‘taken up,. 

Being a bill to be entitled . 

An aet to provide for the collection of the military tax in 
the same manner as other State taxes. 

The previous question was moved by Mr. Hooker, of 
Holmes. 

Which being sustained, ‘ 

The question was taken on agresing to the report of, the 
committee, 

And decided in the affirinative by yeas and nays called for’ 
by Messrs. Hooker, of Holmes, Chandler and Turley.: 
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Yi- Niais Billups, Brown, Buntin, Buford,’ Denney, 
Dyer, Edwards of Kemper, Fall, Fatheree,. Gaines, Gulley, 
Hamer, Harper, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, Hooker of Hinds, 
Hooker of Lawrence, Humphreys, Johnson of Warren, Lyle, 
Moore, Powe, Seal of Harrison, Seal of «Hancock, Shields, 
. Tindall, Thomas, Turley, ‘Withers, Williams d Wilkinson, 
and Wóod—31. 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Barton, Bardin, Barnes, 
Boddie, Chandler, Clark, Deason, Durr, Edwards of 'C., 
Enochs, Fox, Graham, Har ris, Irby, Jackson of Amite, J ones, 
Kirk; Magee of Pike, McDonald, McElroy, McLaurin, Miller 
of Oktibbeha, Rogers, Semmes, Shelley, Smith of Lowndes, 
2 and Wells—30. 


Mr. Lyle made the following report : 


Mr. SPEAKER— . : 

The committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom 
was referred a bill entitled an act to prevent the,distillation 
of corn or other grain, molasses or sugar, have considered 
the same, and have instructed me to report the same back and 
recommend that it do pass with certain amendments. 


Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Hicks moved: to lay the bill and, amendments on the 
table, å , 

Which was lost. Rv ex 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, TE 

The bill and amendments were referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 
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The following message was received from the Sahate, 
through its pensum Mr. Porter: 


Msz. on ERE: 


The Senate has passed a bill £o be entitled an act in rela- 
tion to the Penitentiary. 


Mr. Lyle, from the committee on Propositions and .Griev- 
ances, made the following report: : 
Mr. SPEAKER- ` 

The committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom 
was referred the bill entitled an act to provide for the further 
issuance of Treasury Notes as advances upon cotton, have 
*eonsidered the same, and have instructed me to report the 
same back and recommend that it do not pass. 

On motion of Mr. Lyle, 

The report was received... 

Mr. Williams, of Wilkinson, 

Moved that the report be agreed to. 

The question on agreeing to the report was taken and de- 


cided in the affirmative by yeas and nays, called for by ` 


Messrs. Graham, Parton and Enochs: 


Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Bardin, Barnes, Bil- 
lups, Boddie, Brooks, Buntin, Buford, Chandler, Deason, 
Denney, Dickens, Durr, Dyer, Edwards of C, Fall, Gaines, 


' Hamer, Harpers Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, Hooker of Hinds, | 


Hooker of Lawrence, Irby, Johnson of Warren, Jones, 


McDonald, Miller of Oktibbeha, Powe, Rogers, Seal of Har- | 
rison, Seal of Hancock, Semmes, Shields, Tindall, Thomas, | 


Turley, Withers, Willizms of Wilkinson, and Wood—A41. 


Nays—Messrs. Barton, Clark, Edwards of Kemper, Fath- | 


eree, Fox, Graham, Gulley, Harris, Humphreys, Jackson of 
Amite, Kirk, Lyle, "Magee of Pike, McElroy, Shelty, Smith of 
Lowndes, Terréll, Walker and Wells—19. : 
Mr. Seal, of "Harrison, asked leave to introduce a bill. 
The bill was read for information, and its introduction’ ob- 


. jected to because of conflict with rule of order adopted at a | 


former day of this session.. 
The objection was sustained by the Chair. . 
An appeal was taken from the decision of. the Chair. ^ - 
The decision of the Chair was sustained by call of yeas 
and nays,-called for by Messrs. Brooks, Barton, and Seal, 9r 
Harrison: 
YzxAs-—Messrs. Barton, Brown, Brooks, Buford, Denney, 
. Dickens, Edwards of Kemper, Fatheree, Gaines, Graham, 
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cue, Hamer, Humphreys, Irby, Jackson of ‘Amite, Miller 
f Oktibbeha, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shields, 
Terrell, Tindall, Withers arid Wood—23, 
NAYs—Mr. ‘Sp eaker, Messrs. Allen, Bardin, Barnes, Bod- 
die, Chandler, Clark, Deason, Durr,: Dyer, Edwards of. C., 


. Enoclis, Fail, Harper, Harris, Hooker of Holmes, Hooker of 


Hinds, Hooker of Lawr ence, Johnson. of Warren, Jones, 
Kirk, Lyle, Magee of Pike, McDonald, McElroy, McLaurin, 
Powe, Rogers, ‘Semmes, Shelley, Smith of Lowndes, Thomas, 
Turley, Walker, Wells, and Williams of e r 


Mr. Shelley, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to amend an act to create a fund for the support of 
destitute families of volgnteers in this State, and for other 
purposes, approved DPecanber 16, 1861. 

On his motion, l 
. The constitutional rule was suspended: and pu read eund 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, 

The bill was referred to the committee on Pr opositions and, 
Grievances. 

Mr. Terrell, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An actin relation to the fees of Jailors. 

On his motion, . 

The rule was suspended and. bill read second time. 

On his further motion, 

The constitutional rule was suspended and bill read third 
time, - x 

And passed with title as stated. - ` x 

Mr. Dyer, by leave, introduced a bill i5 be entitled 


An act to repeal an act in relation-to slaves, approved No o~ 
vemher 29, 1861. 


Read second time. 

Mr. Jones offered an amendment by. way of substitute. 

And, on his further motion, 

The bill and substitute was referred to joint. committee ‘on 
Military ANairs. - 

Mr. Jones, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to provide for guaranty, by the State of Mississippi, 


of the Bonds-of the Confederate States. . 
On his motion °. 


The rule was suspended, and the bill read.second time by 
its title. 


And, on his further motion, 


The bill was referred to the joint committee : on Militar y 
Affairs. . 


Mr. Wood asked leave to introduce a bill. 
The bill was ‘read for information, and its introduction 
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objected to because of conflict with role of order adopted at 
former day of this session. 

Mr. Chandler offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Kesolved, That a committee to be composed of five mem- 
bers of the House, be appointed. to examine the salt contracts 
made by the Governor, and to make such report thereof as 
in their judgment may be demanded. 

The Speaker appointed as said committee, Messrs. Chand- 
ler, Tindall, Fall, Lyle and Fox. 

“On motion of Mr. Harris, 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCE, FP M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. ` 

Mr. Graham, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act in relation to the redemption of lands and other 
property sold for taxes. ` 

On his motion, 

"The rule was suspended and bill read second time. 

When, ou motion of Mr. Brown, 

The hill was referred the committee on Judiciary. 

Mr. Lyle, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act act to further provide. for the public defense. 

On his motion, 

The constitutional rule was suspended and the bill ‘read a 
second time. 

And on his further ‘motion, ` 

The rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, 

And passed, with title as stated. 

Mr. Seal, of Hancock, asked leave to introduce a vill. 

The bill was read for information, and its intr oduction 
objected to because of conflict with rule of order adopted at 
former dav of this session. 

Mr. Gulley offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on Ways’ and Means be in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of the State assuming 
the payment of the tax commonly called the War tax, or 
whether any method can be devised by which the burden can 
be removed from the tax payer and the faith and credit of the 
State still preserved, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Magee, of Pike, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to apply the Swamp Land funds of Pike county to 
the support of indigent families of soldiers i in said ‘county. ' 

On his motion, 

"The rule was suspendea, the bill pud second time. 
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. On his further motion,. 

The mle was.suspendéd, and bill read third time, 
. And passed, with title as stated: 

Mr. Chandler offered the following resolution: : 

Resolved, That when the House adjourn, it will adjourn to 
meet again on Saturday next at: 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Brown moved: to amend. by striking out “Saturday” 
and inserting “Friday.” 

. On motion of Mr. Thomas, E: 

. The resolution and amendment were laid pon the dobles 

Mr. Jones. offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, (the Senate concur ring,) That Mr «Chandler, of 
Clark, be'added to joint select committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Shields called up Senate message, being a bill entitled 

An act in relation to the Penitentiary. 

On his motion, 

The bill ‘was read first time. 

On his further motion, 

The rule was suspended and bill read "e rd 

Mr. Fall: offered amendment by way of .additional section. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, . - 

The bill and amendment weré referred to committee on the 
Penitentiary. 

His Excellency, the Governor, through his Secretary, Mr. 
Rives, communicatéd a message in relation to Hospitals. 
Mr. Graham, by leave, introduced a bill with the following 
title: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the militia laws of 
this State. 

On his motion, 

Rule was suspended, bill read sacd time by its title. 

Mr. Harper moved to lay on the table. . 

On motion of Mr., Fall, 

The House adjourned until ‘to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


y 


THURSDAY; Degember 25, 1862. 


House met pursuant to AA OTETA: 
Minutes of yesterday read and approved. l 
Mr. Brooks asked that the title ot a bill which Mr. Seal, of 
Harrison, offered .on yesterday, should be spread upon ‘the 
Journals. dE 
' Leave was id un i 
H=8 , i 
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The following message from the Governor was called up: 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
k Jackson, Miss., Dec. 24, 1862. l 
Gentlemen of the Senate AE 
and Howse:of Representatives : 

The sick and wounded soldiers.from the State of Mississippi 
demand, at the hands of the Legislature, that attention which 
will ensure their comfort and proper treatment. The Hospi- 
tal system of the Confedérate States army is necessarily 
imperfect, and it has failed to give that speedy relief to our 
suffering soldiery which their cases often imperatively demand. 
A more perfect system of Hospitals, perhaps, under existing 
circumstances, cannot now be established without the dssist- 
ance of the States themselves. J have good reason to believe 
that separate State Hospitals, whenever.they have been per- 
mitted to be established by the Confederate authorities, have 
done much good. And it is believed, also, that the appoint- 
ment, by State authority, of skillful and efficient surgeons, to 
visit the Hospitals 1n the different departments and see to the 
condition of our sick and wounded soldiers, would' result in 
much good.. I therefore recommend .that the Legislature 
make provision by law for the appointment of at least two 
competent surgeons—-one for the department of Virginia, and 
the other for the West—whose duty it shall be to attend to 
the wants of our sick and wounded in their respective de- 
partments. : JOHN J. PETTUS. 


» 
Which, on motion of Mr. Shields, T d 
Was réferred to a select committee of five. 

The Speaker appointed as said committee, Messrs. Shields, 

Jones, Turley, Williams and Hicks. 

Mr. Gaines moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning at 9 o'clock. 
Which was lost. 


The following message was received from the Governor: 


ExzcurIvE OFFICE, .]) ` 
December 24, 1862. 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit the report of the acting Chief of Ord- 
nance, in compliance with the resolution of the House passed 
on the.20th December inst., requiring “a more full and specific 

‘statement of the number, condition and description of arms 
received from the several counties,” &c. 


JOHN J. PETTUS. 
Which, with accompanying documents, were referred, di 
On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, . C RM MP. 
To the joint select committee on Military Affairs. , 
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Mr. McLaurin asked leave of absence for Mr. Harris, of 
Leake, 


Which was retised. 

Also, leave of absence for Mr. Lyle, 

. Which was granted. 

Mr: Pingel asked leave of absence Ir Ms. Rogers, of Pon- 
totoo, 

Which was granted, 

The following message was received from the Senate: 


Mr. SrEAKER— 

I am instructed by the Senate to inform thé House of Rep- 
resentatives that they have passed a bill to be entitled an act. 
to amend an act approved January 29, 1862, to suspend for a 
limited time certain parts of the Statute of Limitations. 

Also, a bill entitled an act to procure salt for the indigent 
families of soldiers, and for other purposes. 

In which the concurrence of the House i is desired. 


On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, 

The message was taken up, and. a bill entitled 

|... An act to amend an act approved January 29, 1862, to 
suspend for 4 limited tinie certain parts of the "Statute of 

Limititations, 

Was, on his further motion, 

Read first and second time, 

And referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, 

Called up Senate bill to be entitled -> 

An a't to procure salt for the indigent: families of soldiers, 
and for other purposes. 

On his motion, l 

The rule was suspended and bill read first and second time. 

When, on motion of Mr. Graham, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole, on 
the bill. . . 

Mr. Johnson, of Warr en, in the chair. 

‘After some time spent ther ei, - 

'The eommittee rose, reported the bill back to the House and 
asked leave to sit again, which was granted. 

» Mr. Powe, by leav e, introduced the following resolutions, 
whieh were unanimously adopted : 

WHEREAS, This.House has heard with profound regret 
and sorrow, the death of Captain A. F. DANTZLER, late a 
E of this House from the county. of Jasper; therefor e, 

e it 

Resolved, ‘That in the death of Mr. Dantzler in the prime 
and vigor. of life, the faithful and patriotic devotion to bis 
country's honor and independence, which he sealed with his 


& 
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blood upon the' battle-field at Corinth, in that memorable 


conflict, entitles his memory to the Erates appreciation of 
the people of the State. 


Resolved, That tlie proceedings of this House in relation 
to the death of Capt. A. F. Dantzler, be communicated to the 
family of the deceased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to ie memory 
of the deceased, this House do now adjourn until to-morrow 
morning at 9 o "clock. 

The Speaker declared the House adjourned until to-mor row 
morning at 9 o'clock. 


x 


FRIDAY, December 26, 1862. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 

The call of counties was suspended. 

Mr. Shields, from special committee, made the following 
report: "m . 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The special committee to whom was referred the Gov- 
ernor's message on the subject of the appointment of medical 
supervisors for the-soldiers of the State of Mississippi, report 
that they,have prepared the nooo payline bill, with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

On his motion, 

A bill entitled an act to appoint medical supervisors for the 
sick and- wounded soldiers of the State. of Mississippi, 

Was read first and second time. 

And, on his further motion, ; 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole, 

Mr. Hicks in the Chair. 

After a short time spent therein, 

The committee rose, reported the bill back to. the House 
with a recommendation that it do, pass. i 

A division was called for, and the report received. 

When, on motion of Mr. Shields, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read a third time 

And passed with title as stated. ” 

Mr. McLaurin, from special cominittee, made the following 
report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— o 

The special committee to. whom was relied the petition 
of certain citizens of Smith county, asking that Wm. P 
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Hutchings, of said county, may be dischar ged from military n 
service, have considered the same, and a majority of the com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the bill prepared in con- 
formity with the prayer of the petition submitted herewith, 
and recommend its passage. 

. Which was received. 

Mr. McLaurin moved that the rule bà susponded, and bill 
read the second: time. 

Which was lost. ' 

Mr. Boddie, from the committee on Penitentiary, reported 
back Senate ‘pill which had been. referred to that committee, 
and asked to be discharged from ‘its further consider ation, 
there being no committee on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Fall, 

Senate bill entitled 

An act in relation to the Posttentinty: 

Was called up. 

. Mr. Fall offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: . 

Be it further enacted, "That article 31, of chapter 65, of 
Revised Code, is hereby repealed, and that hereafter the pay 
of the Guard of. the Penitentiary shall be as follows: „The, 
Sergeant of the Guard shall receive seventy-five dollars; and 
the Privates: fifty dollars per month, as the Inspectors shall 
agree, and the Inspectors may appoint one of the Guards as 
Doorkeeper or. Turnkey of the prison at a salary of sixty 
dollars per month. l 

‘On his motion, 

The rule was suspended, the bill was read: a third time, 

And passed with title as stated. 

Mr. Terrell asked leave to introduced a bill, 

Which was refused. 

Mr. Hamer asked leave to introduced a bill. 

Request not granted. ` 

Mr. Graham moved to suspend the regular order of busi- 
ness ‘with a view to taking up Senate bill to be entitled 

An aet to procnre salt for the indigent families of soldiers, 
and for other purposes. ` 

On his further motion, ` 

_ The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole on 
the bill. ., . ' 

Mr. Shields in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose, reported the bill, with an amendment, 
back to'thé House, and recommended that the bill do p as 
amended. : ‘ 

>On motion of Mr. Graham, , 

Ihe report was received: and agreed to. . — 
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On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

. The rule was suspended, the bill read a third tme; 

And passed as amended. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. Jones, from the .joint select committee on Military 
Affairs, moved to Soenen the regular order of business to 
make a report. 

The rule being suspended, 

Mr. Jones made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The joint select committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the im- 
pressment of slaves and other personal property for military 
purposes, have duly considered the same, and have instructed 
me to report it back to the House, with sundry amendments, 
and to recommend that the bill, amended: as proposed, do 
pass. 


' Which, on his motion, 

Together with aecompanying bill and amendments, were 
made the special order for three o'clock, P: M., this day. 

Mr. Harper, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled. 

An act to increase the manufacture of arms. 

-On his motion, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read first and second time. 

And, on his further motion, i : 

Laid on the table. . 

Mr. Shields moved that the House take a recess until half- 
past 11 o'elock. 

Which was lost. 

The bill to change the miia lis of this BE was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

The rule was suspended, and bill read a second time. ` 

Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, 

Moved to lay the bill on the table, 

Which motion did not prevail. ; 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, ' 

The bill was referred to the joint select committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. «6 $ 

Mr. Graham offeréd the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Governor inform the House why the 
militia have been called from some ‘counties and ‘not from 
others; and especially why the militia of the counties of 
Adams, Wilkinson, Jefferson and Claiborne, are not now in 
the field, and why all the militia have been called from some 
counties and only a part from other counties. 
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The following message was: received fr om ES. Senate : 
Mn. SPEAKER— = 

The Senate has passed. a House bill aaia an T in rela- 
tion to Executors, Administrators and Guardians, with sundry 
amendments thereto, in which. they. ask ‘the concurrence of,. 
the House of Representatives. 

They have also passed a House bill entitled a bill for the 
relief of Capt. Henry Jamison, of Attala county. 

The Senate has also passed bills of the following titles 

An act for the relief of certain. public officers. 

An act to prohibit the distillation of spirits from grain. 

In which the House is asked to concur. ` 

On imotión of Mr. Thomas, : 

Senate.message just received was taken up: 

And, on motion of Mr. Shields, 

Honse bill entitled an act in relation to Executors, Admin- 
' isrators and Guardians, with Senate amendments, 

Was referred to Judiciary CPGE. 

Senate bill entitled, l 

_ An act to prohibit the distillation of spirits from grain, wag 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Shields, R. r5 

The rule was suspended, bill read two several times, ` 

And referred to Judiciary committee. 

Senate bill entitled, ` 

An act for the relief of certain public ‘officers, was 
taken’ up. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, ! 

The rule was suspended, bill read: first and second time, 

And referred to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 

. The House took recess until forty-five minutes past 11 
o'clock, A. M.; to prepare tlie: Hall for the réception of the 
President of the Confederate States, General Joseph 'E. 
Johnston and his staff, and the Senate. 

The recess having expired, 

The Senate were invited into the Hall. 

The Serate, preceded by the Sergearit-at ven entered the 
Hall and took the seats assignéd them. . ° 

The President of the Confederate’ States, Gen. Johnston 
and staff, accompanied by the special committee of the House, 
Messrs. J ohnson, of Warren, Jones and Hooker, entered the 
Hall. The President was conducted. to the Speaker’s desk, 
and was introduced to the Legislature by Hon. Mr. Drane, 
President of the Senate.’ He addressed the Legislature, and 
the- large crowd.of citizens in attendance, for about one hour 
and fifteen minutes. ^At the close of the President’s address, 
General Johnston béing conducted: to the stand, tendered his 
thanks for the honor paid him. `. 
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On motion of Mr. Wood, e 
ane House S 10-3 0 'elock, P. M. ; 


THREE (doi, P. M. 
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House met pususat to adjourhment. . 

The special order, a bill entitled an aot to authorize the 
impressment of slaves and other ‘personal. property for mili- 
tary purposes, 

as, on motion of Mr. Jones, taken up. 

The Speaker announced that no quorum was present. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

A’ quorum being present, E 

. On motion, the call was suspended. - — + 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, l 
The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House 
with sundry amendments, and recommended that the bill ‘as 

amended do pass. ! xod 

On motion of Mr. Jones, ` 

The report was received and agreed to. - 

The amendments were read and adopted seriatim. 

. Mr. Miller, of Oktibbeha, offered the following amend- 
ment: . 

Amend the first section by adding: | - : 

“Provided, That no property of any party in the military 
service of. the Confederacy or the pan shall be Se 
without his consent.” 

Mr. Chandler offered to "ET the amendment by adding 
after the word “State,” “or who has a som in said service.’ 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Hinds, "i 

The amendment and amendment to the amendment, were 
laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The rule was suspended, and the pill read a third time. 

Mr. Terrell offered the following additional section by way 
‘ of ryder: 

Ba. —. Beit Further enacted, That i in all cases; officers. | 
appointed by the Governor, shall, before proceeding to carry 
out the provisions of this act, in any case, first show authority 
for doing the same, from the Governor, with the seal of the 
State thereto attached. _. i Ed 

Which, on motion of Mr. Hooker, E Hinds,- * c 

Was laid on the table, — d 

The bill being upon its passage, 


+ 


! 41 
| ; 4 X 
The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Cian i 
Chandler and Brooks, and decidęd in the affirmative : ' 


, Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Alen, Bardin, : Barnes, Bod- 
die, Brown, Buntin, Clark, Deason, Dyer, Edwards of C., 
~ Enochs, Eskridge, : Fatheree, - Fox, Gaines, Gulley, Hamer, 

' Harper, Hieks, Hooker of Hinds, Hooker of Lawrence, Hnm- 
phreys, Johnson of Warren, Jones, Kirk, Magee of. Pike, 
McDonald, McLaurin, Miller of" Oktibbeha, Moore,. Nelson, 
Seal of Harrison, Shelley, Shields, Smith .of Lowndes, Ter- 
rell, Tindall, Thomas, Turley, Walker, Wells, Withers and 
Williams of Wilkinson—44. , 


Nays—Messrs. Barton, Brooks," Chandler, Penney, Gra- 
ham, McElroy, Powe and Semmes—8. > 


Mr. Terrell, ‘by leave, introduced: a bill entitled 

An act to.suspend article 196, of chapter, 4 ant the Revised 
Code, in certain counties, : - 

On his motion, - aM 
. The rule was suspende and bill read first and second time. 

And, on his further motion, ` - 
. Was referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Hamer, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to legalize the assessment of Yazoo county tar the 
yen 1862. 

On his motion; - l 

The rule was suspended and bill read first and second t times. 

Mr. Hooker, of Lawrence, 

. Moved to amend by adding the county. of Lawrence. 

Motion carried: and amendment. RU 

, On motion of Mr. Hamer, 

The rule was suspended and the bill read a third dS 

And passed as amended. , 

Ordered, that title be amended.by the i inser tion of the son 
“Lawrence” between “Yazoo” and- a y 

‘On motion of Mr. Jones, 

ae House adjourned uptil to-inorr ow: morning at 10 
o'cloc 


x iE" SATURDAY, December 27, 1802. 


Hoüse met pursuant to adjournmént.: 
eJournal of yesterday read and approved. - 
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Mr. Martin, from the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
ances, made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— . - 

The committee on. Propositions. and Grievances, to whom 
was referred a resolution. condemning the Exemption Law 
passed at the late session of Congress, have considered the 
same, and have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, with an amendment by way of substitute, with a 
recommendation that the-substitute do pass. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

On his farther motion, 

Substitute adopted. 

Mr. Dyer, from the committee on the J udiciary, made the 
following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— © 

The committee on the-Judiciary, to whom was refer red a 
bill to be entitled an act for the ‘relief of certain public offi- 
cers, have had the.same under consider ation, and have 
amended it by striking out “thirty” in the fifth line and in- 
serting “ninety” in leu thereof, and have instructed me to 
report the bill with the: amendment thereto, back to the 
House with a recommendation that the.bill, as amended, do 
pass. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

And, on his further motion, 

The rule was suspended, and bill, as amended, réad third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

Leave of absence, during the session of the House, was 
granted to the members of the joint Military committee. 

Mr. Dyer, from the Judiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing report: , 

Mr. SPEAKER— l 

The committee on the J udiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to suspend article 196, of chapter 4, 
of the Revised Code, in certain counties, have had the same 
under consideration, and having recommended the passage of 
another bill on.the same subject, they have instructed me to 
report said first mentioned bill back to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Barton asked a suspension of the constitutional rule 
with a view to the introduction of a joint resolution, which 
was refused. i 

Mr. Powe, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to authorize persons who" may have sold arms to the 


State to be paid therefor. Em 


EA 


. Mr. SrzAkER— . 
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Which was read the first time. 

On his motion, - 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time by 
its title, - ye 

And, on motion of Mr, J ohrison, of Warren, 

Refer red to the committee on- Propositions and Gri jevances. 

Mr. Miller, of Oktibbeha, by leave, introduced : à bill to be 


. entitled 


An, act in relation to the arms received. from the several 


` counties; which haye ‘been rejected by the Chief of Ordnance. 


Read first time. 

On his motion,’ i 

The rule was suspended, and bill. read second time. 

And on his further motion, 

Referred to the committeé on Propositions and Grievances. 
The following message Was received fr om the Senate: 


E 


The Senate have passed a House bill entitled: an act’ better 


to provide for the families of our soldiers, with amendments : - 


thereto, in which the concurrence of the House i is desired. - 

The Senate has also passed the House bill entitled an act in 
relation to the fees of J ailors, with sundry amendments 
thereto, in which the House is asked to concur. - 4 

Which, on motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 

Was taken up. 

The amendment of the Senate to House bill entitled an act 
better.to provide for the families of ‘our soldiers, was read. 

And, on motion of Mr. Johnson, of Warren, 7 . 

Referred-to the J udiciary committee. vj 

'The bill in relation tó the fees of J failors, 

Was called up. 

When, on motion, 

The first amendment of: the Senate was agreed to. 

Mr. Martin moved that second amendment be concurr ed in. 

Which was refused. 

On motion:of Mr. Thomas, 

The third Senate amendment was concurred in. . 

An act in relation to W. P. Hutchings, of Smith county, 

Was read second time. 

‘And, on motion, of Mr. Johnson, of Warr en, 

Referred to joint committee on Military . Affairs, 

-On. motion of Mr. Martin, ’ i 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clook, P M. 


THREE 9 'orpok, P. M. - 


House met pursuànt to adj ournment. 
Mr. Dyer, from the Judiciary committee, ` “made the follow- 
ing report: 


z 
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Mn. SPEAKER— 
‘The.committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a 
` bill to be entitled an act.to amend an act approved January 
29, 1862, to suspend for a limited time: certain parts of the 
Statute of Limitations, have had the same under considera- 


tion, and have instructed me-to report the same back to the. — 


House, andsrecommend that the bill do pass. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Jones moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 

.Mr. Graham moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Jones, from the joint select committee on » Military Af- 
fairs, made the following report: ^ 


Mr. SegAKER— 

The joint select committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
were referred the several bills on'the subject of the militia 
. of the State, have maturely consider ed the same, and a ma- 
jority have instructed me to report the acconrpanying bill 
entitled an act to amend the act to revise and reduce into one 
the militia and volunteer laws of this State, approved January 
24, 1862, as a substitute therefor, and to necommens.t that the 
substitute bill do pass. 

‘On his motion, the bill to be entitled 

An act to amend an act to revise and reducé into one the 
militia and volunteer laws of this Biati approyed J anuary 
24, 1862, l 

Was read the first time. 

On his further motion, 

The Constitutional rule was suspended, the bill read Mie 
Second time. 

Mr. Graham offered amendment by way of substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The bill and substitute were laid on the table, ànd one hun- 
dred copies of each ordered to be printed, and made special 
order for Monday. next at 12 o’clock, M. : 

The following message was received from the Senate: 


* 


Mz. SPEAKER— 

The Senate has passed a bill entitled an act to suspend for 
a limited time.thé collection of the tax therein named. 

The House is asked to concur in.the same. 

The Senate has concurred in the House amendments tọ 
Senate bill entitled an act in relation to the Penitentiary. 

The Senate has also passed a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act authorizing the issuance of 
Treasury notes as. advances upon cotton, acre y December 
19, 1861. ~” T 


3 


a 
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In which the concurrence of,the House is requested. . 

The Senate has concurred in the House amendment to the 
Senate-bill entitled an act for the relief of certain public offi- 
cers, and insist on their second amendment to the Honga bill 
entitled an actin relation to the fees of Jailors. 

Mr. Chandler moved-to take up Senate message: ^ 

Senate bill entitled an act to "e a for à limited time the 
collection of the tax therein named. 
And, on-his motion, ` 

The rile was suspended and’ ‘the vil reap first and second 
times. ; 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of. Hinds, f 

The House sajonined until Monday 1 morning at 9 o Polog, 


E b 
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MONDAY, December 29; 1862. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Journal of Saturday read and approved. 

Mr. Dyer asked and obtained leave of absence for My. 
Johnson, of Warren, who had been ordered by General Lee. 
to rejoin his command at Vicksburg. 

Mr. Fall asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. 
Hooker, of Hinds, forthe purpose of joining his command.at 
Vicksburg. 

Mr. Chandler moved a call of the House. 

No.quorum being present, 

- The Sergeant-at-Arms was sent for absentees. 

A quorum appearing, . 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Jones moved, 

That one hundred additional copies of the bill entitléd an 
act to revise and reduce into one the volunteer and militia 
laws of the State, and substitute, be punted. 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The vote referring the bill. entitled an act to better pr ovide 
for the.families of our soldiers, together with the Senate 
amendment, to the Judiciary committee, was reconsidered, 

Mr. Chandler offered the following amendment to the Sen- 

“ate amendment: * oct 

Strike out. "thirty" in second line, sou section, and insert 
‘Sone hundred.” 

: oon was adopted. 


x ~ 
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On his further motion, " 

-The Senate amendment was concurred in. i 

Mr. Dyer, from the Judiciary” committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committée on the J ndicisry; to. whom was refetvedl: a 
Senate bill-to be entitled an'aet to prohibit the «distillation 
of spirits from grain, haye had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to-report the same back tothe House 
with a recommendation that it do pags. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendments: . ` | 

ist. Amend by inserting. the: ‘words “Sugar. or molasses” 
after the words “or other grain,” wherever they occur. 

2d. Strike out “or” and insert “and” between the words 
“dollars” and “imprisoned” in third line from.bottom, #nd 
strike out all after the words “six months” in second line from 
bottom.. 

3d. Suc. 2. Bett further enacted, That this'act shall take 
effect from and after the tenth day of J: anuary, 1863. 

Mr. Chandler moved to amend the amendment by inserting 
after the figures ‘£1863, "and Shall continue in force twelve 
months." ; 

* Which was adopted. E 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

The amendment as amended was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, 

The bill passed to its third reading. 

Mr. Graham offered the following amendment by way: of 
ryder: 

"Be: it enacted, That it shall be unlawful to in: port into this 
State any wines or spiritous liquors, whatsoever, except such 
as may be imported for the use of the medical department of 
the army. ` l 

Which, on motion of Mr. J ones, 

Was laid oh the table, 

Mr. Graham offered the following, by way of ryder 

Be it enacted, That it shall be unlawful to sell or give away 


any spiritous liquors in this State, except for medical pus ' 


poses, during the continuance of the prengut war. 

Which, on motiòn of Mr: Dyer. 

Was laid on the-table. ` 

Mr. Tindall offered the E Paien by way of 
ryder, i a 

Which was adopted: ME a 

Be it further enacted, That thé Governor of this Siate a 
shall have power, and it shall be his duty, to grant license to 
distill spirits from grain or other substances ashe may , deem 


< 
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necessary . for medical, mimm and: ‘ chemical purposes. 
And he may arrange that all the spirits : that is distilled shall 
be.on, State account, and: také a guarantee of its, purity ; 
Provided, That said spirits, so distilled, shall not be sold- to 
any private person except for medical; "mechanical or chemi- 
cal purposes alone, and ‘at a profit not exceeding one hundred 
pér cent. upon the cost of production. : 

ae Graham offered the followin ng amendatent by "way of 
ryder:i" ^ * 7’ 

Bed it enacted, 'That a tax of Bfty per celi: shall be assessed 
and colléctéd, as other taxes, upon the' price of àll spiritous 
liquors sold by any person in this. State. ' 

Which, on motion of Mr. Dyer, 

Was laid on the table. . 

Mr. Dyer moved that bill be read. à third t time wid view 
toits passage. ` 

Upon which he moved the previous question, 

Which being’ sustained, 

The bill was-passed by yeas atid nays, called for by Messrs. 
Graham, Barton and Wood 


Yras—Mr. RM Mostra ad arnes, Billups, Brown, 
Brooks, Chandler, Clark, Deason, Denney, Dickens, Durr,’ 
Dyer, Edwards of Kemper, Edwards of Choctaw, Enochs, 
Eskridge, Fox, .Gaines,: Gulléy, Hamer, Harper, Harris, 
Hicks, Hooker of Hólmes, Hooker of Lawrence; «Hamphreys: 
Irby, Jackson of Amüté, Jones; Kirk, Lyle, Martin, McDon- 
ald, McElroy, McLaurin, Miller of: ‘Oktibbeha, ‘Nelson, Powe, 
Semmes, Shields, Smith of Lowndes, Strong, Terrell, Thomas, 
Walker, Wells, Withers, Williams of Wilkinson, and, Wood 
—50. 

Nays—Messrs. Barton: Bardin, Batte, Buntin, Graken; 
Magee of Pike, Moore, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, 
Tindall and. i ia 

On motion ‘of Mr. Dyer, : à 
i | The title was amended by the addition of “sugar and mo- 
asses.’ 

- Mr. Dyer, from the y udiciary committee, made the follow- 


‘ing report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— . 

-The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
ill to be-entitled an act to prevent the distillation of corn or 
other grain, molasses or sugar, with several amendments 
thereto, have had the same under consideration, and having 
‘recommended the passage of another.bill on the same subject, 
they have, therefore, instructed me to report said first named. 
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bill, with the amendments thereto, back to the Bone and 
recommend that it do not pass, 

Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Jones, from joint select committee on Military Affaire, 
made the following report: 

Mr. SpEAKER— 

The joint select committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to provide for a guar- 
anty by the State of Mississippi, of: the bonds of jhe Confed- 
erate States, have maturely considered the samé, and have ` 
instructed me to report it back to the House, with certain 
amendments, and to recommend that as amended, the bill do 

ass. 
n Which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The bill was read second and third times, and passed by | 
yeas and,nays, as follows: 

Yzas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bardin, Barnes, Batte, Bil- 
lups,.Boddie, Brown, Buntin, Chandler, Clark, Dale, Deason, 
Denney, Dickens, Durr, Dyer, Edwards of Kemper, Edwards 
of Choctaw, ‘Enochs, Eskridge, Fall, Fox, Gaines, Graham, 
Gulley, Hamer, Harper, Harris, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, 

«Hooker of Lawrence, Humphreys, Irby, Jackson, of Amite, 
Jones, Kirk, Lyle, Martin, McDonald, McElroy, Miller of 
Oktibbeha, McLaurin, Moore, Nelson, Pow e; Seal of Harri- 
son, Seal of Hancock, Semmes, Shields, Smith of Lowndes, 
Strong, “Terrell, Tindall, Thomas, Turley, Walker, Wells, 
Withers, Williams of Wilkinson, and AW ood—60.. 

Nays—None. 

Ordered, that title stand as stated. 

Mr. Jones, from the joint select committee on ey Af- 
fairs, made the following report: 

Mr. SrEAKER— i 

The joint select committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred a substitute bill.to be entitled an act to repeal 
an act entitled an act in relation to slaves, and also to repeal . 
article 39, section 8, 33d chapter of the Revised Code, have 
duly considered the same, and have instructed nfe to report it 
_back to the House with certain amendments, and to recom- 
mend that as amended, the bill do pass. 

Which-was feceived and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, j 

The bill was read the third time. i 

Mr. Graham offered the following amendment by way of . 
ryder: : 

Be it enacted, That this act shall take effect when Congress - 
shall repeal so much of the, Exemption act as provides for, 


FA 
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the exemption from military service of any person for.or on ` 
account of liis ownership or control of any slave of slaves. 

Which was lost. - 


Q8 


On:motioh of Mr. Jones, . . 

The bill passed by yeas. and nays called. for by Missi, Gra- 
ham, Deason and Kirk:: 

Yuas—Méssrs. Allen,. Bardin, Batte, Billups,” Boddie, 
Brooks, Buntin, Chandler, Clark, -Denney, Dickens, Durr, 
Dyer, Édwards of Kemper, Fall, Fox, Gaines, Gulley; Hamer, 
Harper, Hicks, Hooker. of- - Holmes, Hooker.. of Lawrence} 
Humphreys, Irby,- Jackson’ of Amite, Jones, Lyle,.Martin, 
Magee of, Pike, MeDonald, MéElro oy , Nelson, Powe, Semmes, 
Shields, Terrell, Tindall, Thomas, 'ürley, Walker, Wells and 
"Withers—43.. 

Naxvs—Messrs. Barton, . Deason, Edwards of Choctaw, 
Enochs, Graham, Kirk, McLaurin, Miller of Oktibbeha, Seal 
of Haneock, Smith of Lowndes, and. Williams: E Wilkinson 
—11. 

Ordered, that title.stand as stated.’ 
„On motion of Mr. Tindall, ` ZEE 
~ "The House adjourned to three ‘0 ‘clock, P. M. 


t 


to ‘THREE O'CLOCK, P. M: 


House met pursuant to adjournthént, 
Mr. J ones moved to take up the- special order of tlie day, 
"viz: 

An act to amend. an act entitled an.act.to reviseand reduce- 
into one the militia and volunteer laws of this State. — -- 

. Which-motion was lost. . 

- On, motion of. Mr. Chandler; . 

The unfinished business was taken.up; viz: `` 

A bill to suspend -for-a limited Aime the eollection: of the 
tax therein named. . . 

Mr. Harper offered the following amendment : : 

Src: 2. Be it further enacted, That the certificates of loan 
or Treasury Notes of this State, the payment of which is se- 
cured by the tax the collection of which is hereby suspended, 
shall bear interest at the rate of ten per cent. per annum after 
maturity, until paid, 

On motion of Mr. Deason, 

` The amendment was laid on the table, -by yeas and nays, 
called for by Messrs. ‘Deason,-Shields and Turley, viz: - 

. YzAs*-Messrs. Allen, Barton, Bardin, Barnes; Batte, Bod: 
die, : ‘Chandler, Clark, Deason, Denney, Dickens, Durr, ‘Ed- 
wards of Kemper, Edwards. of Choctaw, Enochs, Fall, Fox, 
Graham, Harris, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, Hooker of law- 

. rence, Humphr eyss, Jackson of Amite, Lyle, Martin, Magee 
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of Pike, McDonald, McElroy, McLaurin, Miller of Oktibbeha, 
Moore, Nelson, Seal of Harrison, Seal of “Hancock, Semmes, 
Smith of Lowndes, Tindall, Walker, Wells, Williams of Wil- 
kinson, and Wood—42; 

Naxs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Br own, Br ooks, "Dyer,. Esk- 
ridge, , Gaines, Gulley, Hamer, Harper, Irby, Í ones, Kirk, 
Powe; Shields, Str ong, "Thomas, Turley and Williams of Wil- 
kinson—19, 

. Mr. Miller, of 'Oktibbelia, offered the following amendment: 

' Strikeout “until twelve months after the close of the pres- 
ent war ‘between , the: Confederate. States 'and the United 
Seates,” and insert "until the first «day. of 'J anuary, 1864. P 

Which, on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, ; 

Was laid on the table. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved io refer ‘the bill to the Ju: 
diciary committee. ` 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The bill was read the third time and put upon its passage, 
and decided in the affirmative by. yeas and nays, called for. ‘by 
Messrs. Seal, of Harrison, Eskridge and Harpér, viz: * ° 


Yzas—Messrs. Allen;-Barton, Bardin, Barnés; Batte, Bod 
die, Buntin, Chandler, Clark, Deason, Durr, Edwards ‘of 
Kemper, Edwards of. ‘Choctaw, Enoch,” Fathereé, Fox, 
Graham, Gulley, Harris, Hitks, Hooker of Lawrence, Jackson 
of Amite, Kirk, Lyle, Martin, Magee of Pike, McDonald, 
McElroy,” MeLaurin, “Miller of Oktibbeba, Moore; Semmes, 
Smith of: Lowndes, "Terrell, Walker, Wells; and Williams of 
Wilkinson—37. 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Billups, Brown; Denney, Dyer 
Eskridge, Fall, .Gaines, Hamer, Harper, Hooker of. Holmes, 
Humphreys, Jones,. Nelson, ‘Powe, Seal of Harrison, Seal of ` 
Hancock, Shields, pene: Tindall, Toons, Mu. Withers 


H 


and W ood—24. à 
-Mr. Dyer, from the J pd committee, made the follow- 
ing reports: 


Mr. SerzAKÉR— 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was. referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to, authorize Tax Collectors to receive 
in payment of the military tax all funds ‘receivable for other. 
State taxes, have had ‘the same under consideration, and a‘ 
majority of the committee have instructed me to report it 
back to the House witha recommendation’ that us not pass. 
Which, on his motion; AUN : 
“Was received and- agreed to. E 7 i T EES 
M. SPEAKER— ' E RUNDE GREC. 
"The cotimüittes on the ‘J ádiciary to whom ` was referred a 
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bill to be entitled an act to extend the provisions | of the Stay 
Law to probating of notes, accounts, d&¢., inthe. Probate- 
Courts of: this State, have had the same under consideration, 
and , having, recommended. the passage, of another, bill on the 
same subject; they have instructed mne to:report the bill back 
to the House, and ask to o be discharged fro om ue further con- 
sideration, ' 

Which; on motion, | ..; Aa ee 

Was, received and: agreed : toe 

The following message was received from the Senate: 


Ma.” ‘SPEAKER— : i 

‘Thie Senate have passed House "bills entitled ás follows: 

An aet to ‘farther provide for the public defense. 

A-bill to be entitled an.actto.authorize the removal of the 
Judicial and other public records of counties, and for other 
purposes, with amendments thereto, 

In which the concurrence of the House is desired. 

‘Algo, &n:act to legalize the: assessment of Yazoo and Law- 
rence counties for the year 1862, with -amendments. to the: 
same, in which they desire the concurrence of the House. 

The Senate have.adopted sundry amendments to the House 
amendments to the Senate bill entitled an-act te proctre salt 
for. the.indigént. families óf soldier, and for other purposes. 

The House is asked to concur in said amendments. 

The Senate have disagreed to the House amendment to 
Senute amiendments to the, House bill éntitled.an act better to 
privide. for the-families of our soldiers. . 

-The Senate has adopted an amendment, by way of substi- 
tute, to thé joint resolution of -the House in relation. to the 
Exerhption Law passéd by the Confederate Con gress, in: 
which'they ask the coneurrénóe of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, . 


The Hoüse ‘adjourned ‘until to-morrow morning at 9 
QUE $i | 


AC 
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TM “TUESDAY, December 30, 1862... 


. House met sad to adjournment. 

` Journal of: yesterday. read’ and approved. l 

'The following message was received from the Senáte: : 
Mx. SPEAKER— ' j 

The following members of the, joint committee: on Claims, 
have been appointed on the part of the Senate, viz: . 

Messrs. Jordan, Brown and Loper. 
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Mr. Dyer asked leave of absence for Mr. Buntin, 

Which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, BEA 

The Senate messages were taken up. P 

A bill to be entitled an’act to remove the Judicial dnd other 
public records of counties, and for other purposes, was 
taken up. ec 

On motion of Mr: Brown, 

The Senate amendments were concurred. in. 

An act to legalize the assessment of Yazoo and Lawrence 
counties for 1862, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, i 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. 

An act to be entitled ùn act to proenre salt. for the indigent 
families of soldiérs, was called up. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, . . . 

The House insisted. upon its. amendment: to the Senate 
amendment. 

House resolution in relation to the ‘Exemption , Aot, was 
called up.’ 

On motion of Mr. Graham, ' 

The House refused to concur in the Senate substitute to 
said resolution. 

Mr. Terrell, from the cómmittee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 


ł * 


* 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enr olled Bills have examined House bills 
of the following titles, and having found the same correctly 
enrolled, have this day presented them to his Excellency, the 
Governor, for his approval and signature, to-wit: 

An act for the relief of Capt. Henry Jamison, of Attala, 
county. - i 

An act to further pr ovide for the public defense. 

Mr. Dyer, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 


* 


Mr. SPEAKER— M 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an aet in relation to Executors, Administra- 
tors and Guardians, and certain Senate amendments thereto, : 
have had the same under consideration, and have amended 
the Senate amendments as follows, and have instructed me to 
report the bill back to the House, as amended by them, and 
recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

Which, on his motion, 0074 . d 

Was received and agreed to. m eS 

And, on his further motion, Á 

The Senate amendment: as amended, was concurreü in. 


E" 
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Mr. Dyer, from the J. udiciary committee, made: the follow- 
ing report: EM ae . 


E 
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Mz. SPEAKER— 

'The:committee on the J udiciáry, to whotii was réferred a 
bill to be entitled an act in relation to the redemption. of land 
or. other property sóld for taxes, have had thé same under 
consideration, and havitig recommended the passage of 
ancther bill on the same subject; they have instructed me to 
report the first mentioned bill back to the Hose, and ask to 
be diseharged from its further consideration. . 

Which was received and agreed to. ' 

Mr: Martin, from the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
ances, made the follawing report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— Uo. 

The committed . of “Prépositions and Grievances, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize. persons who may have sold 
arms to the State to be paid therefor, have had the same 
under consideration, and -have instructed.me to report the 
same back to the House. with a recommendation that it do 

ass. | 

Which was received and. agreed to. . 

On motion of Mr. Powe, 

The bill entitled an act to authorize persons who may have 
sold arms to:the State to be paid therefor, 

Was read the third time, and passed With title as stated. 

Mr. Martin, from the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
atices, made the follewing report : 


w 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

` The committee on ‘Propositions and Grievances, to whom 
“was referred a bill in relation to the,arms received from the 
several counties which -have been rejected by the Chief of 
Or dance, have had the same under consideration and instruct- 
ed me to report the same back to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that,it.do pass. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

And, on his motion, 

A bill to be entitled an.act in-relation to the arms received 
from the several counties, whith have. been rejected by the 
Chief: of Ordnance, | ^ 

Was read the third.time, and passed with title as stated. 

Qw motion of Mr. Wood, 

The regular order of business. Was suspended, and the bill 
entitled. 2e 

An act to amend an act entitled an aet to revise and reduce 
into’ one the militia -and volunteer laws of the State, was 
called up. 
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On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the mele) 

Mr. Thomas in the Chair. 

After a short time spent therein, 

The committeé rose, reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. McEIr 'oy, by leave, introduced a bill to m entitled 

An act to provide fürther means for the i of indi- 
gent families of our soldiers. 

On his motien, 

The Constitutional iile was suspended, the bill read. tlie 
first and second times, 

And referred to the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
ances. 

Mr. Hicks asked leave to.introduce a bill, 

Which was refused. 

Mr. Harper called from the table a bill to be entitled 

An act to increase the manufacture of a arms. 

On his motion, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole, 

Mr. Martin, in the Chair. 

After a short time spent therein, 

The comnfittee rose, reported the bill back to the House 
with a recommendation that it do pass. E 

Which was adopted. - 

Mr. Smith, of Lowndes, äsked leave to introduced a bill, 

Which was refused. 

Mr. Jackson, of Amite, asked leave to infrodubed a bus 

Which was refused. 

On motion of Mr. McElroy, 

The House adjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. TE e 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M: 


House met pursuant to adjournment. - . NH 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, » d 

'l'he Senate was requested to return a bill to be entitled an 
aet to amend an act approved January 29, 1862, to suspend 
for a limited time certain parts of the Statute of Limitatians, 
which had been inadvertently gommunicated to that body by 
the Clerk of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The special order for 3 o’clock, P. M.; was taken up, being 
a bill entitled 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to revise and reduce 
into one the militia and volunteer laws of the State. 

On his further motion, à 

The House resolved itself into committee of thé whole on 
said bill, 


* 
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Mr. Thomas in the Chair. MJ V: hy ie ae 
After some time spent: therein, . l m 
The committee rose, reported progress, and: asked leave to ` 
sit again to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock, ` 
Which was agreéd to. " a 
The following message was received from the Senata: 
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Mr. SPEAKER— 

Tam instructed by the Senate to jriform the "Hates of: Rep- 
resentatives.that the Senate insists on their disagreement. : to 
the House amendment to a Senate amendment to w House'bill 
entitled au aet better to provide for the families of our sol- 
diers, and ask a’committee of confefence thereon, and have 
appointed as said committee on the part of the Senate, Messrs. 
Gordon, Cummings‘and-Ellett. | 

I am instructed- -by the Senate to return to the "House abill 
to be entitled an act to amend an act’ approved Jantary 29, 
1862, to suspend for a limited time certain parts of the Statute 
of Limitations, in compliance with ‘the request of the Bondo 
this day. 

The Senate has passed a , House bill- ehui an - ut to au- 
thorize persons who-may have sold arms to the State to be 
d therefor. : y BUM 

.On motion of Mr. Barton, - s- . 0 ` 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o ‘clock: 
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WEDNESDAY, December. 31, 1882. 


House met pursuant tó adjournment. - 

_ Journal of yesterday read, and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

Thé regular order of business w was suspended, m Senate 
message taken up. | ] 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The House agreed ‘to request of Senate that a committee 
of conference be appointed on disagreement between the two 
Houses on House bill entitled an aet better to provide for the 
families-of our soldiers. 

The Speaker àppointed as said committee, Messrs. Chand- 
ler, Wood, Semmes, Martin, and Miller, of Oktibbeha. 

Mr. Bardin offered: the. following resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) The two:Houses ad- 
Journ D, sine die, on to-morrow, the first of J anuary, at 3 o "clock, 


56 
Mr. Turley moved to lay the. kei. on the table, t 
Which motion was lost. ^, .- Ry 
The resolution was then adopted. ` 


‘Mr. Withérs from the committee on: Enrolled Bills made 
the following ponte : 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report. that 
they have examined and found correctly. enrolled, bills of the 
following titles, and: have laid the same. before the Governor 
for his approval, to-wit: ` 

An act to authorize the removal of the- J udicial ‘and other 
public Records of counties, and for other. purposes.) — :; 

An act to legalize the assessment in the counties, of ‘Yazoo, 
Lawrence and Carroll. - 

The following messages were: received fr om the Senate : 

Mr. SPEAKER— l 

The Senate has adopted an A bs way vob substi- 
tute, for the House bill entitled an act to appoint. medical 
supervisors for the sick ind wounded soldiers of the State of 
Mississippi, in which they ask the concurrence of the House. 

Said substitute is entitled, an aet to authorize the appoint- 
ment of two medical commissioners to specially attend’ the 
sick and wounded soldiers from this State in the Confederate 
army, and for other purposes. 

The Senate have insisted upon their amendment, by way. of 
substitute, for the joint resolution of the House, disappr oving 
a certain portion of the Confederate Exemption Law. 

The Senaté has refused to concur in the House amendments 
to the Senate amendments.to.a House bill in relation to Ex- 
ecutors, Administrators and Guardians. 

The Senate has passed a House bill entitled. an act to in- 
crease the manufacture of arms. 

The Senate has refusdd to agree to-the report: of the com- 
mittee of conference appointed to consider the: ‘disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses ori the bill entitled ‘an act better to 
provide for the families: of our soldiers,. and insisted upon 
their disagreement to the House amendment to ‘the Sénate 
amendment to said'bill, and ask for.dnother conference there- 
on, arid have appointed as‘said cortimittee on the part of the 
Senate, Messrs. Luckett, Huie and: “Poindexter. ih 

Mr. Dyer, from the J udiciar A committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— n Dx - 

The committee on the J udicinry, ic whom was ‘refer red a 
bill to be entitled an act to tax unauthorized issues of paper . 
money, have had the same under consideration, and have made 
the following amertdments thereto, and have instructed me to 
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report the bill, with the E beck to. the House, 
and recommend: that the;bill as aménded do: pass. | 

Which, on his motion, , c5: * oo. > 

. Was received arid agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Dyer,  . es 

The bill entitled an act to tax, unanthorized i issues of paper 
money, 

Was: read. the uid time, and ‘passed with title as stated. 

On motion of Mr: Shields, 

"The Senate bill entitled an act to amend an ‘act approved 
January 29, 1862, to suspend-for a limited tire: certain paris 
of the Statute of Limitations, was taken up, ` - 1 

Read third time, and passed with title as stated... 

Mr. ‘Graham offered the following resolution, ` which was 
adopted: .: 

Resolved, That the’ Auditor inform the House upon what 
basis he distributed the fund for the support of- indigent fam- 
ilies;of soldiers among the several. counties, and whether the 
data for the distribution was obtained from the lists furnished: 
by the Boards of Poles, or from, the lists in the Adjutant 
General's office. . 

Mr. Harper called up the unfinished business of yesterday, 
an a bi l entitled 

An act jo: amend an act entitled an act toi revise and reduce 


ave 9. 


mittee ‘of the whole dic MEE aE 

Which was lost. i 

Mr. Harper. offered a substitute for the. substitute. offered 
by Mr. Graham. 

Mr. Ghandler moved a syspensiod "of the farther considera- 
tion of the bill, with a view to. take >up Senate message. in 
relation to the report of the'committee of Conference. ~> 

^ Mr. Chandler, fro om the committee of pr dn ence; made the 
following report:? «4 - o 
Mr. SPEAKER— d i 

„The committee, of. Conference, appointed , to PR the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the.bill entitled an 
act better to -provide for the families of .our soldiers, have 
duly considered the matters.referred to. them, and: have in- 
strueted me to report the’ following recommendation, to-wit: 
That the Senate amendment-be amended in. the second line of 
the fourth section by, striking out the word “thirty”. and by 
inserting the words “seventy-five,” and that the Senate 
amendment as thus amended be.agre eek to by the House. . 

Mr. Chandler _ owed ‘that the. Tenors be- ‘received: and 
agteed. to. 

A division being called for, the report Was received. 


' 
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The House refused to agree to.the report. 
On motion of Mr. Chandler, QU l 
A ‘committee of Conference, consisting of- five members, 
was appointed to meet Senate committee appointed to con- 
sider the disagreeing vote of the two Houses on the bill enti- 
tled an act better to provide for the families of our soldiers. 
The Speaker appointed as said committee, Messrs. Hooker, 
of Holmes, Bardin, Lyle, Strong and Boddie. 
Mr. Shields called up bill appointing medical supervisors, 
And, on his motion, 
. The substitute of the Senate was E TE 
Mr. Jones, by leave, introduced a bill entitled l 
An actto aid in strength ening the Parmy: of the Confedera ate 


e 


States. 

And on his motion, i 

The constitutional rule was suspended and bill read second 
time. 

` On his further motion, 

The bill was referred to the joint select committee on au 
tary Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Turley, i 

The House adjourned until 3: o'clock, P M. 


THREE Ó'CLOCK, P. M. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. 
There being no quorum present, ` 
On motion of Mr. Martin, 

`A call of the House was ordered.. 

No quorun appearing, 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The Sergeant-at-Árms was sent for absentees, ° 

A quorum appearing, ' f 

The eall was suspended: 

. The unfinished business was taken up, hang the substitute 
offer ed by Mr. Harper for the substitute offered. by Mr. Gra, 
ham tó bill entitled 

An act to amend an act entitled an ‘act to revise and seduce 
into one the militia and volunteer laws of the State. 

On motion of .Mr. Chandler, 

The'substitute was laid on the table. DN 

Mr. Graham moved the adoption of the substitute erititled 

An act to change the militia system of the State, 

Which was lost. i 

Mr. Hicks offered an amendmént, by way of substitute, for 
original bill, being a bill entitled an act to amend an’ act en- 
titled an act to revise and reduce into ‘one’ the militia and 
volunteer laws of the State. . : 
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Mr. Chandler offered, by my of MES à substitnte 
bill. 

“A bill to be entitled. a = 

An act to amend the militia T „and to aid’ the I 
érate authorities in defending the State. . 

On motion of Mr. Hooker,.of Holmes, 

The further eonsídération of the bill was E m 

. Mr. Hooker, fróm the coinimittee" of. CORET ENEE made Tue 
following report: 


Mr. SpEAKER— 7 

The joint committee of Ganktiense: to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act better to provide for the families 
of our soldiers, would respectfully report that they have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed: me to re- 
port that the committee unanimously recommend. that said 
bill be amended by striking out. “one, hundred" and -insert 
“fifty” in lieu thereof, and recommend, that said bill.thus . 
amended, do pass. 

Which, on his motion, 

Was received and agreed to. i 

"The Speaker presented to the House the following commu- 
nication from the Auditor of Public Accounts: - ' 


* 
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|; ÅUDITOR’S OFFICE, ] 
J acksomy, Miss., Dec. 81, 1862. 
To Hon. J. P. Scalés, 
Speaker of- the Hovise of Tiepreséntatives : : 

Srr—In “compliance with a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentative&, this day received,: I have the hohor to report 
that the. basis of distribution of the State Military. Relief 
Fund, fot: the year 1861, was as follows, to-wit: 

Each county receiving its pro rata distribution of said fund 
according to the number‘of volunteers reported. , “The reports 
of the number of volunteers were received from thie Boards of 
Police of the several counties of the State, with the exception 

_of the countiés of Panola, Adams, Claiborne, Harrison and 
Coahoma.. The report of the huniber- of volunteers. in said 
last mentioned counties was received from the Adjutant- Gen- 
eral, Col. Jones S. Hamilton, as'per his ba now on a filé in 
this office. pe 

. On motion of Mr. Hooker‘of Holmes; “a 

The "pe adjonmed until a o'clock, P. M.. 


SIE à odióge, 3, at M 
. Houses 


- Mr. Terrell from the committes-o on enrolled , bills, made. the 
following report: ` 
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Mr. SPEAKER—' inr . 
- The committee on enrolled bills have examined House bills 
of the following titles, and found the sanie correctly enrolled; 
and have presented the same to, the Saverasr for .his appro- 
val, to-wit: ` 

An act to increase the Susuafickure of; arms: 

An act to authorize persons who may have sold arms to the 
State to be paid therefor. 

aoe following message was received from the Governor: s] 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ' 
Dec. 31, 1862. ] 
MR.. SPEAKER— 

His Excellency,. the Governor, has signed and iee 
House bills entitled 
. An aet to authorize the removal of the Judicial and other 
public Records of counties, and for other purposes. 

An act for the relief of Capt. ‘Henry J amison, of Attala 
county. : 

An act to legalize the assessment of the counties of Yàzoo, 
Lawrence and Carroll. - = 

An act further to provide for the public defense. 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, 

The, Senate message was called: 2p 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, 

The House refused to concur in Senate amendment offered 
as substitute for House resolution, disapproving of a éertain 
portion of the Exemption Law of the Confederaté Congress: 

. On motion of Mr. Shields, i 

The House insisted upon its amendment to Sonate amend- 
ment to House bill in relation to, Executors, Administrators 
and Guardians. 

Mr. Miller, of Oktibbeha, offered the following E 
which was adopted: i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of. State- be requested to in- 
form the House why-the Acts and Journals.of the last regular 
session of the Legislature have not been distributed ag re- 
quired by Jaw. 

The following message was gared irom tlie: Senate: 

Mr. SrEAKER— 

The Senate has passed a bill entitled: an act to ‘amend an 
act entitled an ‘act to revise and reduce into one the militia 
and volunteer laws of the State, in which they.ask the con- 
currence of. the Hotrse of Representatives. 

The Senate have agreed to the report of the last special 
committee of Conference to consider the disagreement be-, 
tween the two Houses in relation to the House amendment 
to Senate amendment to House bill entitled an act better to, 
provide for the families of our soldiers. The recommendation 
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of said committee — to by the. Senate, is as. follows: 
That the words “one hundred” ‘be stricken out of the eighth 
line of the first section of said. bill, and that the word “arty” 
be ‘inserted in-lieu thereof. >- 

Mr. Graham. called wp Senate’ Bienes 

On motion of Mr. Graham, ^ 

‘Senate bill entitled . . $ 

An act to amend an.act entitled an act to. revise ma xeduce 
into one the militia and, volunteer, laws: of the State, 

Was read the first time: © - 2 

On motion of Mr. Dyer, l E 

‘The constitutional ale was suspendi, and. bill read -the 
second time. _ . f , ig d 

On motion of Mr. Stro ong, : 

The House r esolved itself into. committee of ihe. V ioke on 
the bill, 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the Chair. ~ 

After some time spent therein, l 

The committee rose, reported progress, and T leave to 
sit again at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

'On motion of Mr. Terrell, . 

The House Ben until to-morrow ii 9 o ‘dock, A. m 
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" N i ; THURSDAY, January 1, 1863. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. $. 
‘Journal of yesterday was read and approved. . 
Mr. Dyer, by leave, introduced the following r esolution : 
Resolved, That the thanks of this. House, are due and are 

hereby tendered to the Hon. J. P. Scales, for the courteous, 

dignified, able and impartial manner in which he has presided 
over its déliberations düring-the' present session. 
“Which was adopted. `- 
Mr. Gulley, by leave, introduced the following resolution: : 
Resolved, That the thanks of.this House. are hereby ten- 
` dered to R. C. Miller; Esq., Clerk, of the Hòuse, the Assistant 
Clerk and the Sergeánt-at-Arms, for the coùtteous and satis- 
factory manner in which they "have discharged the duties of 
their offices during the present term. 
. Which was adopte d. | 
Mi Jénes; from joint select committée on Military Affairs, 
made the following report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— .. 

The joint select committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
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was referred a bill to be entitled an act to.aid in strengthen- 
ing the army of thé.Conféderaté States, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House and recommend its passage. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, 

The billentitled an act to.aid in strengthening ihe army: of 
the Confederate States, was read the third time, ` 

And passed with title as stated. 

On motion of. Mr. Wood, 

The unfinished business was aiea up, being Senato bill 
entitled 

` An act to amend an act entitled an act to revise id reduce 
into one the militia and volunteer làws of the State.. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

The House resolved itself into. committee of the Whole c on 
said bill, 

Mr. Thomas in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Which was granted. ` 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE ©’ CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met T to diouan: l 


The Speaker presented the following ‘communication from 
the Secretary of State: 


OFFICE oF SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Jackson, Miss., Jan. 1, 1863, 


Hon. J. P. Scales, 
Speaker of the House of. y pu | 

Str—I am in receipt of a resolution ot the House of. Rep- 
resentatives, requesting to be informed “why the Acts. and 
Journals of the last regular session of the Legislature have 
not been distributee as required by law.. In reply, I state as 
the reason “why the ‘Laws and J ournals of the last regular 
session of the Legislature have not been distributed according 
to law,” that the Public Printer has failed to deliever the 
Acts and Journals according to law: The Acts-were delivered 
some two or three months since, -A portion of the Journals 
were delivered within the last two weeks. A portion of them 
have not yet been delivered. I did not distribute the Acts 
when delivered, because I did not wish to make a partial dis- 
tribution. $^ 
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The following message’ was | received. from the Governor } 

. EXECUTIVE Ovics, - :]. 
Jackson, Miss., Jan. 1, 1863. J 
Gentlemen. of the “House of Representatives. ` 

L herewith transmit to you the report of:Col.’ A.M. “West, 
Quartermaster-General of the.state, of Mississippi. At the 
time I transmitted to you the reports of-the heads of the 
other military departments of this State, the report of Colonel 
West had not. been’handed in. And even now, the report 
has not been signed, for. the reason that the Quartermaster- 
General—after preparing his report—was called: ‘away to his 
family in'Holmes County, where he was taken, violently. ill,. 
and has not.since been able to resume his duties. . The report. 
is, however, official; and shows the operations in the Quarter- 
master's department in the State, since the eleventh day of 
February; 1862; . . . + JOHN J. PETTUS.’ 

The following message was received fr om the Senate: 
Mn. SPEAKER— i 

The Senate have refused to. concur in the Joint Resolution 
àdopted by the House for the aqjourament of the two Houses 
this day at 3 o'clock, P. M, 

The Senate have passed a bill entitled 

An act.amendatory of an act entitled an act to revise and 
reduce into one the militia and volunteer laws of the- State. 

The House isasked to concur in the same. 

The Senate have passed bills of the following titles in 
which the House is asked to concur, viz}... 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to-the act entitled 
an act to suspend for a limited time: the. epilation of the tax 
therein named.  .: 

A bill to be entitled : an. act: to authori ize the Southwestern. 
Telegraph Company to issue change notes or tickets. 

‘The Senate have-passed the House. bill éntitled an act- to` 
provide for a guaranty, by the State of Mississippi, of the 
bonds of the Confederate States. .. 

And have also passed House bill entitled an act to author- 
ize the impressment of slaves and other personal property for 
military purposes, with sundr y. anmendnient& thereto, in which 
the concurrence of the House.is desired. `- 

The Senate:have concurred in the first,, second and, fifth 
amendments of the Hpuse to a Senate bill entitled. an act to 
prohibit the distillation of spirits from grain, and. have con- 
curred in the third amendment gf the House to said bill, with 
an amendment thereto, and have refused to concur in the 
fourth amendment of the House to said.bill. ' 

, The Senate adheres to their disagreement to House amend- 
Lae to Senate amendments to House bill. entitled an act in? 

relation to Executors, Administrators and Guardians, and ask 
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a committee of Conference thereon, and have, appointed as 
said committee on the. part of the Senate, Messrs. Luckett, 
Ellett and Poindéxter. | 

The Senate insists on their aene by way of sub- 
stitute, to a joint resolution of: the House disapproving : à cer- 
tain portion of the Exemption Law. of the Confederate 
Congress, and ask a committee of Conference to consider the 
same, and-have appointed Messrs: Yerger, Moore and. Loper i 
as said committee on the part-of the Senate. l 

The Senate has adopted a joint resolution entitled joint 
resolution in relation to cotton burnt or destroyed, in which 
the House is.asked to concur. Said resolution .requires the 
appointment of a joint committee to prepare a memorial to 
Congress, &o. Messrs. Yerger, Poindexter and Luckett have 
been appointed, on-the part of the Senate, on said committee. 

On motion of Mr: Hicks, - 

“The unfinished business was taken up, -it being Senate bill 
entitled 3 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to revise and EM 
into cne the militia and volunteer laws of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, : 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole on 
said bill, 

Mr. Thomas i in the Chair, . 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Which was agreed to. ^ > 

On motion of Mr. Bardia, : 

The House adopted.the following resolution: 

Resolved, (The Senate concurring,) That the Legislature 
adjourn sine die on to-morrow; January 2d, at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. Diekens offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That any member absenting himself from the 
House, without leave, will incur the censure of the same, 
and shall be promptly arr ested by the Ser geaht-at- Arms, 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, « 

The House resolved itself into committee ` of thè Whole 
upon Senate bill entitled 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to revise and reduce 
into one the militia and volunteer laws of the State, 

Mr. Thomas in the Chair. ` 

After some time spent thewein, — * 

The committee rose, reported bill. back to the ‘House, with 
amendments, and recommended that’ the bill as amended. do 

ass. f -oo 
P Which was received and agreed to. E 
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On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, - E a fa 

The bill was read the: third. time, te ot ES 

Mr. Strong offered the following amendment by way of 
ryder: 

Amend by: striking oui all exemptiotis: in this ‘pill and the 
bill to which this is ai amendment, except such Judicial and 
State officers as are necessary to hold the regular terms of 
the courts of the country and fill the: amare offices of the 
State. "E 

Which.was'lost.. - DM i 

Mr. Jones offered the following aitendibent by way of ryder. 

Amend by-way of ryder by adding the following section: 

Sec. —,.All who have heretofore fufnished substitutes in" 
‘the T. ‘of the’ State; or of the Confederate States ;: and 
all persons who have'been discharged frotii the serviée of the 
Confederate States shall-be subject in each and every particu- 
lar to the operation of this acte 

Which was lost. +» ` uh 

Mr. Bardin moved the previous question, ` ; 

Which being sustained, E 

The bill was ; passed by yeas and náys alled fot by Messrs. 
Graham, Gulley and Deason, as follews: 

Yuas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bardin, Batte, Billups, Boddie, 
Brooks, Clark, Deason, Dickens, Durr, Edwards of Choctaw, 


Enochs, Fall, Fatħeree; Fox, Gaines,Guni, Harper, Harris, . 


Hicks, Hooker of. Holmes, Hooker of Lawrenee, Humphreys, 
Ixby, Jackson of Amite, Lyle, Martin, McDonald, McElroy, 
` McLaurin, Miller of Oktibbeha, Moore, Nelson, Powe, Seal 
of Harrison, Shields, Smith of Tishomingo, Tindall, Thomas, 
Turley, Wells, Withers, Wood, and Williams of Wilkinson 
—A4. 

Nays—Messrs. Brown, Edwards of Kemper, Graham, 
Gulley, Hamer,. Jones, Seal. of Hancock, and c A 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated., 

"On motion of Mr. Thomas, A 

The Governor's messáge and accompanying documents 
-were referred to the joint ; standing committee on Military 
Affairs. . 

‘On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

The House adjourned until To 'olòcks P: M. 
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yo 4 o'orock, Pi M. 
. House met. 


"Mr. Shields called üp ‘Soitate iiessage, being a bill entitled 


-An act amendatory of an act to revise and “reduce into one 
the militia and volunteer laws of the State. ` 
“Which, on motion of Mr. Chandler, 
Was lad on the fable. : 
—D. 
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A bill to be entitled an act „supplementary to the act enti- 
tled an act to suspend for a limited time'the cotecuoe of the. 
tax therein named, TE M 

Was read the first time. ? 
5j On motion of Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, ` 

= The rule was suspended and bill read. second time. 

On his further motion, l 

. The rule was suspended, and bill read. third time, 

: And passed, with title as stated. .. 

"Senate bill entitled an act to authorize the Southwestern 
Telegraph Company tg issue changé notes or 2N 

Was, on motion. of Mr. Chandler, rejected. :. 
* On motion.of Mr. Shields, 
^A Senate amendments to House bill entitled 

An act to authorize. the impressment of slaves and: other 
‘personal property. for inilitiary purposes 

Were concurred in. 

Senate bill entitled an get to pr 'ohibit the distillation of 
spirits from grain, was called up. 

Pending consideration of Senate amendment Ane, 

On motion of Mr. Graham, 

A call of the House was‘had. 

No quorum appearing, 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The House adjourned ma tomorrow morning at90 'clogk 
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` FRIDAY, Jan. 2, 1864. 


House met pursuant to adjoürument. 
Journal of yester day: réad and approved. - : dq 
Messrs. Lyle, Martin and Powe:asked leave to chan ge their l 
votes on the passage of a bill entitled. . sag 
An act to amend an act entitled an act to revise and reduce 
into one the militia and volunteer laws of the State, 
Which was granted. 
On motion of: Mr. Wood, . 
The unfinished- business was taken up, p, being the dde. 
tion of Senate amendment :to "House amendment to Senate 
bill entitled a 
An act to prohibit-the distillation of spirits-from grain.: |: 
On motion of Mr. Wood, et 
The House concurred in the following Senate amendment: : 
Amend the third amendment of the House of Representa: 
tives by striking out thé words “and ute continue in force 
twelve months." : n 
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Mr. ‘Thidall moved that the House insist pe fourth 
amendment. disagreed to by the Senate. : 

And'on motion of Mr. Wood, ` 

A committee of Conference, consisting of Dea was ap- 
pointed on‘ the disagreement. of the two Houses on , said 
amendment. ` 

The Speaker. appointed as said committee Messrs. Wood, 
Martin and ‘Harper... , - 

. On motion of Mr. Shields, "E ' 

 & committee of Conference ‘of Dit to meet Senate com- 
mittee on disagreement of the two. Houses on House bill 
entitled an act in relation to Executors, Administrators and 
Guardians, was pointed by the Chair, consisting of Messrs. 
Shields, Hicks, M Miller, Chandler and Tindall. > 

The following message was. received from the Senate: tz 
Mr. SPEAKER— 


i 


The Senate have passed. a House pill entitled an P to-tax ` 


unauthorized issues of.paper money. 

The Senate have also passed House pill ended an dct to aid 
in strengthening the army-of the Confederate States, with 
sundry amendments thereto, in which the concurrence of the 
House is desired, 

The Senate ‘have oscura d A in the House eenn to 


, Senate bill entitled an act to amend an act entitled an ‘act to, 


revise and reduce into one the militia and volunteer laws" of 
the State, with various amendments to the said House 
amendments. .. 
E The House is asked to concur in the same. 
Mr. Shields moved a call of the House, . . 
There being no quorum present, | | 
On motion of Mr. Thomas, : 
The Sergeant-at-Árms was sent for eei 
A quorum appearing, 
On motion of Mr. Wood, 
The call was suspended. 
. Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, called ap Senate message : in rela- 
hino to Senate bill entitled ` 
^ An act to amend an act entitled an ‘act to revise and reduce 
into one the militia and volunteer laws. of the State. . ` 
Mr. Thomas moved to concur in first Senate amendments: : 
Amend by way of additional section: > . 
Bé it further enacted, That the Major General; "when in 
: active service, shall be entitled to the same staff with officers 
of the like rank in the service of the Confederate States; and 
that thelaw fixing the salary of the Major General, be and 
the saine is hereby repealed. i 
Which was lost. 5 08 el 
On motion of Mr. Harper, ` 


ve 
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The second and third amendments were agreed to. 

And on motion of Mr. Deason, ^ 

The House refused to concur in fourth amendment, which 
was as follows: Ut 

Amend by additional section: 

Be it further enacted, That the Governor may, in his dis: 
cretion, detail any persons liable to militia duty who may seek 
to be detailed, upon: proper showing, by affidavit, that the 
. person seeking to be detailed is the Owner, overseer, agent or 
manager of a | plantation and twenty or more negroes, and 
that his presence or that of some other suitable person is 
absolutely necessary in order to secure the proper manage- 
ment of the same, and that he is not able to procure the ser- 
vices of a suitable person over the age of fifty or under the 
age of eighteen years to manage and control the same; Pro- 
vided, the person owning the same shall be required, for such 
priv ‘lege, i in addition to his other taxes, to pay a special tax 
of thirty per cent. upon his State tax upon the property. 
which the party is detailed to take charge of, to be collected 
by the Sheriff of his county at the same time that the State 
tax is collected, which said special tax when collected shall be 
paid into the State Treasur y to be distributed as other funds 
for the benefit of indigent families of soldiers; and the Gov- 
ernor may, in his discretion, detail a suitable person, subject 
to militia duty, to manage and control the plantation and 
negroes belonging to any unmarried woman or minor, upon 
proper showing, ‘by affidavit, that she or they are unable to 
procure the services of a suitable person over fifty or under 
eighteen years of age to manage or control the same, upon 
the payment of a similar tax as above, to be collected and 
distribyted as above provided, 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, > 

Moved to reconsider the vote bs vid the House refused 
to concur in first Senate amendment. l 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The fifth and sixth amendments were concurr ed i in. . 

Mr. Edwards, of Kemper, d 

Moved the appointment of a committee of Gontrano on 
the disagreement of the two Houses on Senate amendments, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The joint resolution’ of the Senate'in relation. to cotton : 
burnt or destroyed; ~~ 

"Was laid on the table. 

Mr. Jones called up Senate message in relation to House 
bill entitled : 

An act to aid in strengthening the Confederate States army. 


* 
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And on.his motion, 

The Senate amendments were concurred in. 

, Mr. Martin, from the committee on Propositions and Griev- 
ances,. made the following report: 
Mr. SPEAKER— . 
' The committee on Pr opositions and Gil anes to whom 
' was referred. a bill to provide further means for the support 
of the indigent families of our soldiers, have had the same 
under consideratien, and have .instructed me to report the 
same back to the House with a recommendation that the same 
do pass, with an amendment: .Amend by filling the blank 
with “one.” 

Which was received. 

Mr. Martin moved to anand report of the committee T 
striking out “one” and inserting five?" : 

Mr. Wood moved to amend by inserting “ten.” 

Mr. Chandler moved to amend the amendment to the 
amendment by inserting “twenty-five.” . 

‘Which was lost by yeas and nays, . called for by Messrs. 
Hooker, of Holmes, Hamer and Turley, viz: 


Yxas—Messrs. Bardin, Chandler, Deason, Durr, Edwards 
of Choctaw, Enochs, Gulley, Gunn, Harris, Martin, McElroy, 
McLaurin, Nelson, Powe, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, 

, Smith of Tishomingo, Tindall and Wells—19. 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Batte, Billups, Baas: 
Brown, Brooks, Clark, Dickens, Edwards of. Kemper, Fall, 
‘Fatheree, Fox, Hafner, ‘Harper, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, 
Humphreys, Ir by, J ackson of Amite, Jones, Lyle, McDonald, 
Miller of Oktibbeha, Moore, Shields,, Smith ‘of Lowndes, 
Strong, Thomas, Turley; Withers, Williams of Wilkinson, 
and Wood—32. i 


On motion of. Mr. Harper, 

The regular order of business was suspended and the fol- 
lowing resolution adopted: 

-Eesolved, (the Senate concurring,). That General Joseph 
E. Johnston be requested to address the two Houses, in secret 
session, on the condition of military affairs , immediately: 

On motion of Mr. Jones, l 

The regular order of business was suspended, and the vote 
of the House concurring in Senate amendments to House bill 
entitled an ‘act to strengthen the army of the Confederate 
States, was. reconsidered. 

‘On motöń of Mr. Jones, 

The House refused to concur in said Sanie amendment. 

The following message was receivéd from the Senate: 

Mr. SPEAKER— ` 
The Senate have concurred in the joint resolution of the 
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House requesting General Joseph E. Johnston to address the 
two Houses, in seeret session, immediately, and have adopted 
the following resolution, in which the concurrence of the 
House is desired: : s : 

Resolved, (the House PAE TE That a committee of : 
two on the part of the Senate, and on the part of the . 
House, be appointed to wait on General. Johnston, and con- 
duct him to, the. Hall of the House of. Repr esentatives. 
Messrs. Poindexter and Davis have been gppointed as said 
committee on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. Harper moved that the Senate message just received 
be concurred in, 


Which was adopted. 
. ‘The Chair appointed as said committee, Messrs. Harper, 

Seal, of Harrison, and Tindall. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

The House took a recess of five minutes. to prepare the 
Hall for the reception of the Senate to the end that the two 
Houses, in secret convention, be addressed by General Jo- 
seph E. Johnston, made in request of both Houses. . 

The recess having expir ed, the House resumed its session. 

‘The Senate, preeedéd by the Sergeant-at-Arms, entered the 
Hall and took the seats-assigned them. 

- General Joseph E. Johnston, escorted by the joint com- 


E of both Houses, entered the Hall and was conducted 
to the Speaker's desk. 


On motion of Mr. Harper, — : 

The convention resolved itself into secret, session. 

After a short time the doors were opened, 

When, on motion of Mr. Ellett, Senator from Claiborne; 

The thanks of the joiht convention were fendered General 
Johnston for his courtesy in' complying with the invitation of 
the two Houses, and for the inter esting and-valuable informa- 
tion communicated to them. 

Hon. Mr. Drane, Senator from Choctaw, moved that as the 
object for which the two Houses had assembled in joiht.con- 
vention was accomplished, that it be now dissolved.. 

Which was adopted. 

The Senate having retired, the Hodge resumed the consid- 
eration of the unfinished business, being the amendment of 
Mr. Wood to fill the blank with *ten." 

Mr. Bardin moved to lay ; the amendment and bill on the 
table, - 

Which -was lost by yeas. and. nays, called for by Messrs. ` 
Smith, of Lowndes, Fall and Turley :. 

Yras—Messrs. Bardin, Batte, Boddie, Brown, Brooks, 
Dickens, Edwards of Kemper, Fall, Hamer, Hicks, Hooker 
of Holmes, Humphreys, Irby, J ackson of Amite, Seal of 
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Hancock, Shields, Smith of Lowndes, Sirene, Thomas, Tuar- 
ley and Withers—21. Š 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Billips, - Chandler, Clark, 
_ Deason, Durr, Edwards of Choctaw, Enochs, Fatheree, Fox, 
' Gaines, Gulley, Gunn, Harper, Harris, Jones, Lyle, Martin, 
MeDonald, McElroy, McLaurin, Miller of Oktibbeha, Nelson, 
Powe, Seal of Harrison, Smith of. ‘Tishomingo, Tindall, Wells, 
Williams of Wilkinson and Wood—381.° - : 

Mr. Brown offered thefollowing amendmént: A 

Amend by adding this proviso, viz: 

Provided, however, That no person éxempt from service in 
the Confederate ar my, who shall be taken intó the military 
service under the militia law of the Statė- shall be subject to 
such tax. 

Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, offered the: following substituto 
for the amendment : 

Insert after twenty negroes, in first seetion, “and a like tax 
upon the negroes of all other persons not in the military ser- 
vice of the Confederate States." 

Mr. Chandler moved to lay the substitute and amendment 
on tlie table. 

A division being called for, LA, 

The question: was taken on the adoption of the E A 

No quorum appéaring, 

On motion of Mr. Bardin, 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M: 


e 


.. THREE Q'CLOCK, P. M. 


* 


* 
1 


House met pursuant to adjournment.., 
The unfinished business was taken up, being the motion to 


lay.on the table the substitute. offered by Mr. „Hooker of E 
Holmes,. l 


Which was lost. Í 

Mr. Fatheree offered the following substitute for ET 
ment offered by Mr. Brown: : 

Provided, That the said tax shall not be levied or oled 
from those persons ri. shall serve in n the militia six months 
or more. 

Which ‘was adopted. 

On motion .of Mr. Chandler, 

' The bill was read the third time and need: bs: yeas and 


nays, ‘called tor by. Messrs. HOOREE of on Brown and 
Shields: 


YxAs—Vr. Speaker Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Deason, 
Durr, Edwards of: Choctaw, Enochs; Fatheree, Fox, Gaines, 


Gulley, Gunn, Harper, ‘Harris, Jackson of Amite, Jones, Lyle, 
Martin, McDonald, McElroy, MeLaurin,: ‘Moore, Nelson, : 
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Powe, Seal of Harrison, Seal: of Hancock, Shields, Smith of 
Tishomingo, Tindall, Wells and Wood—31. 

NAYs— Messrs. Bar din, Batte, Billups, Boddie, Brown, 
Brooks, Dickens, Edwards of Kemper, Fall, Hamer, Hooker 
of Holmes, Humphreys, Irby, Miller of. Oktibbeha, Shields, ° 
Smith of. Lowndes, Strong, Thomas, Turm Withers and 
Williams of Wilkinson—22.. 

_ Ordered, that title stand: as stated. 

Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be instructed to close the 
door and not permit members to leave the House while the 
same is in session, unless by leave of the House. 

Mr: Harper offered the following RUDE HSUES, which : was 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the. "Doorkeeper, in view of the diffieulty 


of keeping a quorum, be.required to guard the door to pre- 
vent any member from leaving the House without leave, and 
the Sergeant at-Arms to. attend the departure of trains to 
prevent members leaving until the adjournment of the Legis 
lature, 

Mr. Withers from the committee on Enrolled Bills made 
the following report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— / 

. The committee on Enrolled Bills, beg leave to Sen that 
they have examined and found correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titlés, and have laid the same before the Governor 
for his approval: . 

An act to authorize the appointment of two medical com- 
missioners to especially attend to the sick and wounded sol- 
diers from this State, in the Confeder ate army, and for other 
purposes. 

An act better to provide for the families.of our volunteers. 


An act to provide for a guaranty, by the State of Missis- É 


sippi; of the bonds of the Confederate States. 
On motion of Mr. Chandler, . 
The House adjourned until 7 o'clock, P. M. . 
j To CLOCK; P. M. 
House met. 
The following message was received ir om the Senate : i 
Mx: SPEAKER—~ 
The Senate have sianed in i the roguet of the House of 
Representatives for a committee of Conference upon the 


fourth amendment of the House to, the Senate bill entitled 
an act to prohibit the distillation of spirits from grain, and 


have appointed Messrs. Gordon and Ellétt AS, & committee on 


the part of the Senate. 


a 
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Thé Senate insist upon their first and fourth RURSUS 
to the House amendments to the Senate bill entitled’an act to . 
revise and reduce into one the militia and volunteer laws of 
the State, and ask a conference of the two Houses. thereon, 
and have appointed Messrs. Starke and Ellett as said com- 
. mittee on the part of the Senate. ~ 

"The Senate insists upon their amendments’ to House bill 
entitled an act to aid in strengthening? the army of the Con- 
federate States, and request a | conference thereon, and have 
appointed as a committee of conference on the part of the 

Senate, Messrs. Gordon and Poindexter: 

: "The Senate have’ agreed to the following reports of the 
‘committee of Conference on the disagreement of the two 
Houses on the fourth amendment of the House to a Senate 
bill entitled an act to prohibit the distillation of spirits from 
grain, viz: The committee recommend that the House re- ` 
cede from their fourth amendment to Senate bill entitled an 
act to prohibit the distillation of -spirits-from grain. 

The Senate have also agreed to the report of the committee 
. of Conference recommending that the House do recede from 
‘its amendments to Senate amendments to a House bill entitled 
an act in relation to Executor S, Administrators aùd Guar- 
dians. 

Mr. Wood, from the committee of (onfesenied. on the part 
of the House, made the following report: ` 
Mr. SPEAKER— ; 

The committee of Conference upon the disagreement of 
the two Houses upon the fourth House amendment to a Sen- 
ate bill entitled an aet to prohibit the. distillation of spirits 
from grain, have had the same under consideration, and have 
agr eed to recommend that the House of Representatives do 
recede from their said fourth ELM 

Which was received. 

Mr. Wood moved that the report be agreed to. 

Mr. Tindall moved a call of the House. . 

No quorum appearing, : 

Mr. Strong. moved. that the Sergeant-at-Armş be sent after 
vabsentees. 

Mr. Martin moved a suspension ‘of the call. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, : 

. The oo acount until to-morrow at 9 o'clock, A. M. 


“SATURDAY, January’ 8, 1863. 


"The ficase mèt purstant to adjournment. : 
Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


t 
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Mr. Hooker, of Holmes, moved a suspension of the regular 
order of business with a view of taking up Senate message. 
_ The unfinished business was taken up," being the report of 

the committee of Conference upon House amendment to Sen- 
ate bill entitled an act to prevent the distillation of Spa 
from grain. — - 

On motion of Mr. Wood, 

The House concurred in the report. 

Mr. Harper offered the following resolution : e >: 

Resolved, That the Speaker be dirécted not to sign any 
certificate for pay for any member who shall be absent at tlie 
adjournment of this House, without special leave of absence 
previously obtained, for the remainder of the session, 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Hicks ealled up Senate message diio committee of 
Conference on the disagreement of the two Houses on Senate 
amendments to a bill entitled 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to revise and reduce 
into one the militia and volunteer laws of the State. 

Mr. Hicks moved to concur in first.Senate amendment, \ 

Which was adopted by yeas and nays, called for by Messrs. 
McLaurin, Seal, of Harrison, and Martin: 


YEas—Mr. Speaker; Messrs. Batte, Billups, Boddie, 
Brooks, Clark, Diekens, Eskridge, Fatheree, Fox, Gaines, 
Hamer, Harper, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, Humphreys, Irby, 
Jackson of Amite, Jones, Lyle, Miller of Oktibbeha, Moore, 
Nelson, Shields, Smith of Tishomingo, Smith of Lowndes, 
Strong, Tindall, Thomas, Turley, Wells, Williams of Wilkin- 
Son, and Wood—33. 

Nays—Messrs. Bardin, Brown, Chandler, Deason, Durr, 
Edwards of ‘Kemper, Edwards of Choctaw, Enochs, Gulley, 
Gunn, Harris, Martin, McDonald, McElroy, "McLaurin ; Powe, 
Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, and Withers—19. : 
Mr. Hicks moved. to concur in fourth Senate amend- : 
ment. i 

Mr. Deason moved the ‘previous ‘question, 

Which was lost, by yeas and nays called for by. Messrs. 
Martin, Deason and Chandler: 


. Yzas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Boddie, Brown, Gaines, He 
mer, Hicks, Hooker of Holmes, Humphreys, Shields, Smith 
of Lowndes and Thomas—11. - 

Nays—Messrs. Bardin, Batte, Billups, Brooks, Chandler, 
Clark, Deason. Dickens, Durr, Edwards of Kemper, Edwards 
of Choctaw, Enochs, Eskridge, Fatheree, Fox, Gulley, Gunn, 
Harper, Harris, Irby, Jackson of Amite, Jones, Eyle, Martin, . 
McDonald, McElroy, McLaurin, Miller of. Oktibbeha, Moore, 
Nelson, Powe, Seal of dan Seal of Hancock, Smith of 
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Tishomingo, Tindall, Turley, Wells, Withers, Williams of 
Wilkinson, and Wood—39. 

Mr. Hicks moved that the House concur in request of Sen- 
ate for a committee of Conference on the disagreement of the 
two Houses on tlie military bill, and that the committee on 
part of House consist of three.. : 

Which was adopted. 

The Speaker appointed "as said committee Me essrs. Hicks, 
Chandler and Hamer. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 
MR.. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have concurred in. ihe. joint resolution of the 
House for adjournment, with an amendment thereto : -to strike 
out Friday, 3'o'clock, P. M., and insert Saturday, the 3d inst., 
at 3 o'elock, P. M., in which they ask the coneurrenee of the 
House: 

On motion' of Mr. Bardin, 

The House took a recess of fifteen minutes. 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order. 

. Mr. Hicks, from the committee of Conference, made the 
following report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— l 

The committee of Conferénce «on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill to amend the militia and volunteer 
laws of the State, have considered the Subject, and have | 
agreed to tlie following report, to-wit: . 

That the additional section adopted by the Senate as an 
amendment to the bill from the House, be amended by striking 
out all after the enacting clause and inserting the following, 
to-wit: That if upon a sufficient showing i in writing, the Gov- 
ernor shall believe that the publie interest, or the safety of 
any part of the people would be pr omoted by permitting any - 
person ordered or drafted into the service, to remain at home, 
he shall have the power to excuse such person from-the said 
service., And that the House do agree to the Senate amend- 
ment so' amended, and that the Senate agree 'to the said 
amendment recommended by the committee of Conference. 

Which was received. ` 

On motion of Mi Hicks, 

* The report was agreed to. 

' An on his further motion, . - 

"The/House coricurred in fourth Senate amendment. to House ` 
amendment to military. bill $ 
. , Mr. Jones, called up Senate message asking committee of 
Conferénce on the disagreem&mt of the two Houses on Senate 
amendment to House bill entitled : 
a An act to-aid in st#engthening the army of the Confederate 

baie 
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On motion of Mr. Chandler, 

The following Senate amendments to said bill were con- 
curred in, viz: 

1st. Amend the bill by striking T the first- section. 

2d. Amend the second section by striking out the words 
“said marshals” in the second line, and inserting the words 
“the Sheriff of every county in this State by himself or-his 
deputies.” 

3d. Amend the third section by striking out the word 
“marshal” jn the second line, and inserting theword “sheriff,” 
and also strike out the word “marshal” in the thirteenth line, 
and insert ‘‘sheriff.” 

4th. Amend. the fourth section, by striking | out the word 
“marshal” in the third line, and inserting “sheriff.” 

5th. Amend the fifth section by striking out all after the 
enacting clause to and including the words “of the Govornor” 
in the fourteenth line; and by inserting after the word “failure” 
in the fifteenth line, the words “by any sheriff,” and by-strik- 
ing. out all of said section five after the words “ ‘discretion of 
the court” in the eighteenth line. 

6th. Amend the sixth section by striking out the word 
“marshals” where it occurs, and insert “sheriffs.” > 

7th. Amend section seven by striking out the word “shér- 
iff” in the seconds line, and also by striking out the word 
“marshal” where it occurs in said seventh secon, and insert- 
ing the word “sheriff. 

Bth. Insert between sections seven and eight, the following 
additional section: 

avec. —. Be it further enacted, That every sheriff shall 
také the receipt of the proper officer of the Confederate gov- 
ernment for every conscript, deserter, straggler or absentee 
without leave, whom he may arrest and deliver to such officer, 
and shall be entitled to five dollars for every such person de- 
livered by him to such Confederate officer; and the Auditor 
shall issue his warrant therefer on:the production of-such re- 
ceipt; and such sheriffs shall also be entitled to receive from 
the State Treasury the actual expenses incurred by him in 
the arrest and delivery of such conscripts, stragglers, desert- 
ers, or absentees without leave, for which the Auditor &hall 
issue his warrant on the production to him of a detailed ac- 
count of said expenses, sworn to by the sheriff or : deputy 
Sheriff by whom the said expenses were ineurred. 

9th. Amend the bill-by striking out section nine, 

The following message was rgceived from the Governor : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 7 
| Jackson, Mjss., Jan. 4, 1863. 

Mr. SPEAKER— mra 
His Excellency, the Governor, has signed and approved 
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House bills entitled, an - to authorize the appointment of 
two medical commissioners to especially attend to the sick. 
and wounded soldiers from this State in the Confederate 
army, and for othér purpóses. - 

An act to increase the manufacture of arms. 

An act to authorize persons who have sold arms to the State 
to be paid therefor. 

‘An act better to provide for the families of our soldiers. 

Mr. Bardin called up Senate mesage in relation to adjourn- 
ment, i 

And on his ‘motion, 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee of Conference on the dis- 
agreement of the two Houses on Senate amendment'to House 
bill in relation to Executors, Administrators and Guardians, 
made the following report: 

Mn. SPEAKER— ` 

` The committee on the part oá thé House, Bond to con- 
fer with the Senate committee on the bill in relation to-Exec- 
utors, Administrators and Guardians, report- that £hey have 
had a conference, and recommend that the House do recede 
from their disagreement to the Senate amendments to said bill. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 

The House concurred in Senate amendment to said -bill. 

Mr. Fatheree, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to repeal section twenty-two of an act entitled an 
act to revise and réduce into oné the militia and volunteer 
laws of the State, approved January 24, 1862, and for other 
purposes. 

Ommotion of Mr. Shields, ^ e 

The bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Clark, from the committee on, Claims, introduced bill 
entitled, 

' An act making certain appropriations therein ‘named. g 

And on his motion, 

The rule was suspended, and bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, . 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole on ` 
said bill . p 

“Mr. Hicks in the Chair. . e 

"After a short time spent therein, 

The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House 
with à recommiendation that it do. pass. 

On motion of Mr. Thonias, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

On motion of. Mr. Clark, 

The rule was suspended, and the , bill read a third time, 

And passed with title as stated. 
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On motion of Mr. Edwards, of Kemper, 
The House adjourned until half-past 1 o'clock, P. M. 


HALF-PAST ONE O'CLOCK, P. M; ` 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The following message was received from the Governor, 


through his private Secretary, Mr. Rives: 


\ 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, | 


Jackson, Miss., Jan. 3, 1863. 
Gentlemen of the Senate ne 
and House of Representatives : 

The most responsible office,.and one involving more hazard 
and labor than any other in the militia of the State, is the 
office of Quartermaster General, combining the responsibili- 
ties and labor of Commissary and Paymaster General. ‘I rè- 
gard the salary of fifteen hundred dollars ($1500,) as wholly 
inadequate to the risk and labor of this office, and recommend 
that the field pay of Colonel be given for the performance of- 
this duty. Ifurthermore recommend that the pay of the 
Adjutant General be raised also to the pay of Colonel. ` 

JOHN J. PETTUS. 
- The following message was received from the Senate: ' 


Mr. SPEAKER— ` 

The Senate have agreed to the report of the committee of 
conference in relation to disagreement of the two Houses on 
the 4th amendment of the Senate to Housé amendnients fo 
Senate bill entitled an act to amend an act entitled .an act to 
revise and reduce into one the militia and volunteer laws of 
the State. The committee recommend the following: amend- 
ment to the said fourth amendment òf the Senate: Strike out 
all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

“That if upon a sufficient showing in writing, the Governor 
shall believe that the public interest or the satety of any part 
of the people would .be promoted by permitting any person 
ordered or drafted into the service to remain at home, he 
shall have power to exeuse such person from the said service." 

The Senate have adopted joint resolutions entitled preamble 
and resolutions explanatory of the reasons inducing the Legis- 
lature to suspend for a limited time the collection of the mili- 
tary tax imposed by ordinance.of the Convention. 

The Senate have passed House bill entitled an act making 
certain appropriations therein named, with amendments 
thereto, in which the House is asked to éoneur. ET 

Mr. Thomas called. up .joint resolution of the Senate enti- 
tled preamble and resolution explanatory of-the reasons 
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EE the Legislature to suspend for a time the dotis 
of the military tax imposed by ordinance of the Convention. . 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

The rule requiring joint resolutions to lay on the table’ one 

day, was suspended. 
' - On his further motion, 
The preamble and resolutions: were adopted. 
The following message was réceived from the Senate: . 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed a bill entitled an act TR to the 
compensation of Quartermaster and Adjutant-General, in 
which the House is asked to concur., l 

On motion of Mr. Strong, 

The Senate message just receiyed, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

Senate bill entitled an act relative to the compensation of 
the Quartermaster General and Adjutant-General, 

Was read the first time. 

On his further motion, 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the second time. 

Mr. Martín moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Martin, McLaurin and Enochs: | 


 Yxas—Messrs. Bar din, Brooks, ciad Clark, ‘Durr; 
Edwards of Kemper, Edwards of Choctaw, Enochs? Fox, . 
Gulley, Gunn, Harris, Jackson of Amite, Martin, McDonald, 
McElroy, McLaurin, Moore, N elson, Powe, Tindall, Thomas 
and Wells—23. . 
. _ Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Batte, Billups, Boddie, Brown, 
Deason;Dickens, Eskridge, Fatheree, Gaines, Hamer, Harper, 
.Hieks, Hooker of Holmes, Humphreys, Irby, Jones, Lyle, 
Miller of Oktibbeha, Seal of Harrisons Seal of Hancock, 
Shields, Smith of Tishomingo, Smith of Lowndes, Strong, 
Turley, Withers, Williams of orani and Wóod—27. 


No quorum voting, 
Mr. Harper moved a call of the House. E 
` A quorum appearing, . — : 
. On motion of Mr. Thomas, 
The call was suspended. - 
The following message was received from the Governor; : 


x 


ExzecurivE OFFICE, 
Jan. 3d, 1863. P 
Mr. SPEAKER: f 
His Excellency, the Governor, has Soi and approved 
House bills entitled: 
An act to MX unauthorized i issues of paper honey. 
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An act to provide for a guaranty by the State of Missis- 
sippi of the bonds of the Confederate States. . 
An act to authorize the impressment of slaves „and other 

personai property for military purposes. 

An act in relation to: Executors, Administrators and Guar- 
dians. 

Mr. Thomas called up Senate message on appropriation bill. 

Mr. Clark-moved to reject Senate amendments, 

Which was lost. ` 

` On motion of Mr. Thomas, 

The following Senate amendments were concurred i ini 

Amend article 3d by striking out “nineteen” and inserting 
"twenty;" and by striking out “thirty-eight” and inserting 
“forty.” Also, amend ar ticle 3d by adding the following 
words: “And to our faithful negro man J effrey, for his own 
use, the sum of ten dollars." 

Mr. Withers from the committee on enrolled bills made the 
following report: 

Mr. SPRAKER— 

. The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report that 
théy have examined bills of the following titles, and 
found the same correctly enrolled, and have laid the same be- 
fore the Governor for his appr oval, viz: 

An act to authorize the impressment of slaves and other 
personal property for military purposes. 

An act to tax unauthorized issues of paper money. 

An act in relation to Executors, Administrators and Guar- 
dians. 
* An act to aid i in strengthening the army of the Confederate 

tates. 

An act making certain appropriations therein ined. 

Mr. Jones offered the follo wing joint resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, (The Senate coneurring,) That a committee of 
five on the.part of the House, and on’ the part of the. 
Senate, be appointed to wait on the Governor and ascertain 
from him if he desires to make any further commpnication to 
either House. 

The Chair appointed as said committee Messrs. Ji ones, 
Tindall, Dickens, Irby and Strong. ` BN te | 

The following message was received from the Senate: 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have concurred in the joint resolution of the 
House appointing a joint committee to wait on the Governor 
and ascertain from him if he desires to make any further com- 
munication to either House, and have filled the blank. with 
three, and appointed as said committee on the part of the 
Senate, Messrs. Moore, Starke and Jordan. ` : 
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‘The folowing message was received from the TER 
ExEcUTIVE hee 
Jan. 3, 1863 
"Mz. SPEAKER— 

His Excelleney, the Governor, has signed and approved 
House bills entitled : 

An act making certain appropriations therein named. 

r An act to aid in strengthening thé army of the Confederate 
tates. 

Mr. Jones, from the committee appointed to wait on: the 
Governor, reported that they had.discharged the duty as- 
signed to them, and that the Governor informed them that he 
had no further commnhication to make. 

Mr. Jones offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House inform the Senate 
that the House is now ready. to adjourn sine die. | 

Which was adopted. 

The hour fixed for adjournment, (three o'clock, P. M.,) 
having arrived, the Speaker announced the House adjourned. 


sine die. 
H—6 : i 


E 
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HOUSE JOURNAL, 


REGULAR SESSION, NOV. 1863: 


. At a regular session thereof, begun and holden i in the city of 
. Columbus, i in the county of Lowndes, State of Mississippi, 
in pursuance of the proclamation of the Governor declaring 
that on account of the exposed condition of the city of 
Jackson it, was impracticable to hold the regular session ot 
the Legislature at that place, on Monday, the second day 
November, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hundred ard 
sixty-three, and of the sovereignty of the State of Missis 
sippi the forty-sixth. 


MONDAY, November 2, 1863. 


Be it remembered, That on this day, at the place a aforesaid, 
the members of the House of Representatives convened in 
the Court House,in the city of Columbus at 12 o'clock, M., 
and were called fo order by R. C. Miller, Clerk. 

‘On motion of ‘Mr. Ragan, of Claiborrie, 

Mr. A. B. E 3A ford of Bolivar, was called to the Chair. 

On motion? PZMr. Tindall, of Monroe, R. C. Miller, oi 
Clark, was appointed Clerk pro tem. 

‘The counties being called alphabetically, the Givi gen- 
tlemen produced' their credentials and were severally sworn 
in and entered upon the discharge of their cumas 

From the. county of 

Amite-—Moses Jackson. 

Attala—E,:M. Wells,'S. H. Clark. 

Bolivar—A. P. Bradford. : 

b EN A. Lewers, M. D. a Stephens. 


= * 
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Carroll —W. W. Liddell. 

Chickasaw—C. ©. M. Marable, B. B. Moore. 

Choctaw—Thomas Fox, George M. Ar ohen 

Claiborne—Joseph Regan. ` l 

Clark—D. P. Bestor. 

Coahoma—J. L. Alcorn. : 

Copiah—W. M. Deason. 

Covington—Thomas Pope. 

DeSoto—M. D. Johnson, H. O. Allen. 

Green—S. O. McKay. 

Hancock—D. Seal. 

Harrison—R. Seal. | 

Holmes—A. M. Sessions, B. T. Owen. 

Ita wamba—M. Pounds, J. D. Barton, Wm. Downs. 

Jackson— W. G. Evans. : 

Jasper—W. T. Powe. 

Jones—Amos Deason. 

Kemper—P. H. Gulley, H. C. Robinson. 

Lafayette—Jacob Thompson, N. A. Isom. 

Lawrence—Hymerick Hooker. 

Lowndes—J. M. Arnold, A. Murdock. 

Madison—W. B. Lott. 

Marion—T. B. Foxworth. 

Marshall—J. W: C. Watson, E. W. Upshaw, J. R. Daniel, 
James Fort. “ 

Monroe—Jno. L. Tindail, L. E. Houston. 

Neshoba—W. A. McKay. 

Noxubee—J. M. Cunningham. 

Oktibbeha—J. G. Carroll. 

Panola—F. B. Irby, W. C. Maxwell. 

Pontotoc—T. B. Dillard. 

Rankin—B. F. Sutton. ot 

Scott—Jno.-R. Hendon. » 

Smith—G. W. Stubbs. ot^ 

Sunflower— James Minter. T 

Tallahatchie—W. S. Eskridge. ec 

Tippah—F. S. Wier, W. E. Rogers, i- .ohnson. 

Wayne—Henry Gray. us 

Wilkinson—Joseph Johnson. 5 ' , 

Winston—R. D. Brown. 

Yallobusha—J. Buntin. 

Yazoo—J. W. Barnett. 

Mr. Lewers moved that the Bone take a recess till 3 
o'clock, P. M., : 

Which motion was lost. 

The House then proceeded to the election of Speaker, 
Messrs. Minter and Allen acting as tellers. 

Mr. Ragan nominated J. L. Alcorn, of Coahoma. 
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Mr. Eskridge nominated Jacob Thompsor, of Lafayette. 
Mr. Daniel nominated Lock E. Houston, of Monroe. 
Mr. Gulley nominated Roderick Seal, of Harrison. 

Mr. Carroll nominated A. Murdock, of Lowndes. 

On the first ballot . 

Mr. Alcorn received 11 votes, 

* Houston “> 24 
* Thompson “ 7 4“ 
“ Seal =“ 17 & 
* Murdock * a: x 
* Bradford “ p] | 
63 votes cast. 

Neither gentleman having received a T of all the 
votes cast the House pr oceeded to a second ballot, the names 
of Jacob Thompson and A. Murdock being withdr awn. 

On the second ballot 
Mr. Alcorn received 11 votes, 

* Houston “ 34 : 

[T4 Seal [1 17 [14 N 

* Bradford “ . 1 *"- 

63 votes cast. 

“Mr. Lock E. Houston having received a majority of all the 
votes cast, was declared to be duly and constitutionally elected 
Speaker of the House of Representatives for the term of two 
years. 

The Chairman appointed Messrs. Watson, Thompson and 
Minter to eonduet the Speaker elect to the Chair. 

. The Speaker then returned his thanks to the House for the 
honor conferred. . 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, - 

Robert C. Miller, of Clark, was declared Clerk by acclama- 
tion, who having taken the usual oath enter ed upon the duties 
of his office. ; 

. The House then pr oceeded to the dedi. of Doorkeeper. 
Mr. Murdock nominated Lewis Green, of Lowndes. 
* "Barton 8.7 AS Crouch, of | * 
* Thompson “ W. C. Worrell, of * 
On the first ballot 
Mr. Green réceived 21° votes. 
“ Qreuch.. *. .4 € 
* Worrell “ 33 .*"- i y 
Scattering PEE. 
59 votes cast. 

' Mr. Worrell having received a majority of all the Yotes 
cast was declared duly and constitutionally elected Doorkeeper 
of the House of Representatives. * 


- 
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On motion of Mr. Archer, - 

The Clerk was instructed to Him the Senate that the 
House has met and organized by the election of Lock E. 

louston, of Monroe, Speaker, Robert C. Miller, of Clark, 
Clerk, and W. C. Worrell, of Lowndes, Doorkeeper, and is 
row ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Alcorn asked and obtained leave of absence. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The House adjourned until iUe morning at 9 
e'clock. 


TUESDAY, November 3, 1862. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Journal of yesterday read and approved. 
The following gentlemen presented their credentials and 
were sworn in as members of the House. 
From the county of 
Copiah—Samuel J. Morehead. 
DeSoto—Wm. A. Boon. 
Hinds—J. T. Rucks. - 
Lauderdale—J. R. McLaurin, W. G. Grace. 
Perry—Hiram Hathorn. 
Pontotoc—John A. McNeil, S. D. Pinson, 8. J. High. 
Rankin—W. K. Easterling. 
Tishomittigo—J. M. Prewitt, Robert Lowry. 
Ww ashington—J. N. Fowler. 
On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 
Resojved, That the rules of the House adopted at the last 
session of the Legislature be adopted as the permament rules 
of this House, and that, each member bé furnished with a 
copy. 
- "rhe Speaker appointed Jacob Dickinson and Richard Hud- 
son as pages of the House. 
E ae offered the following resolution, which was 
adopte 
Resolved, That the resident Clergymen of the city of Co- 


lumbus be invited to open the sessions of this.House every . 


morning with prayer. 
On motion of Mr. Tindall, 
The House took a recess “till 12 ofelock, M. 


a 


12 O'CLOCK, M. 
* 


Recess having expired the House was called to order by 
the Speaker, 


r 


S7 


The following message was received from the Senate, 
through their Secr etary, My. Porter; E | 


Mn. SPEAKER— 

I am instructed by the Senate to report. the i e reso- 
lutions which have been adopted by that body:  . 

Resolved, That the Secretary is: itistructed. to inform the 
House of Representatives that the Senate has organized by- ` 
the election of James Drane, President, D. P. Ores Secre- 
tary, and B. L. Smith, Doorkeeper.: ! 

Resolved, (the House coneurring,) Th$t a committee of 
three on the part of the Senate, and. on the part of the 
House, be appointed to wajt on ‘his Excellency, the Governor, 
and inform. him that the two branches of the Legislature 
have met at the time appointed by J the Constitution of the . 
State, and at the place designated in his pr oclamation, and 
that the two Houses have, organized and are now ready to 
receive any communication that he-may have to make. 

The President has appointed Messrs. Greer, Patton and 
Oliver as the conimittee for the above purposé on the part of 
the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, . 
The message from the Senate was taken up, ‘the blank filled 
with five, and the resolutions concurred in. 

The Speaker appointéd 4s the committee on the part of the 
House, Messrs. Seal, of Harrison,. Thompson, Bradford, Re- 
gan and Johnson, of Wilkinson. 

Mr. E. W. Dale, representative elect from the county of 


‘Tunica, presented his cr SN was sworn in and took his 


Seat. 

, Mr. Seal, of Harrison, offered the following joint resolution: 
Resolved, (The Senate concurring,) That the two Houses 

proceed to the election of a Ser geant-at- -Arms at halfpast 12 


o'clock to-day. 


` The rules being suspended, said resolution was adopted, ` 

Mr. Regan offered the following resolution: , 

` Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses 
meet in joint convention on Tüesday, the 10th.of November, 
for ihe purpose of electing one Senator to the Confederate 


States Congress to fill the vaeaney occasioned by the expira- 


tion of the term of the Hon. James Phelan. 
Which was read once, and laid « over till to-morrow morning. 
The following message Was received from the Senate: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 
The Senate have concurred in the joint resolution of the 


' House in relation to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms this 


day at half-past twelve o'clock. 
ng committee E on the part. of the House to wait 


1 


88 


on his Excellency, the Governor, through their chairman, Mr. 
Seal, of Harrison, made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The joint committee appointed to wait'on the Governor, re- 
port that they have discharged the duty imposed on them, 
and are informed by the Governor ‘that he will forthwith 
make a communication in writing. 

The following message was received from the Governor, 
Taronga his private Secretary, Mr. Rives: 


i EXECUTIVE OrricE,. i 


_ Columbus, Miss., Nov. 3, 1803. 
Mn. SPEAKER— 

I am directed by his Excellency, the Governor, to deliver 
to you his message in writing, with the accompanying reports 
and documents. 

The hour having arrived, the two Houses met in joint con- 

vention for the purpose of ‘electing a Sergeant-at-Arms. | 

On motion of Mr. Oliver, of the Senate, 

The joint convention pr oceeded to the election of Sergeant- 
at-Arms by ballot. ` 

Mr. Bradford, of the House, nominated D. R. Corley, of 
Tishomingo. 

Mr. Moore, of the Senate, nominated .G. P. Killian, of 
Lowndes. 

The President appointed Messrs. Wilson, of the Senate, 
and Brown, of the House, as tellers. 


On the first ballot oon ; 
Mr. Corley received 66 votes. 
“Killian “ 25 «CO 


D. R. Corley was therefore declared duly elected Sergeant- 
at-Arms for this Legislature, and the oath was administered 
by the President. 

The President of the Senate declared the joint convention 
dissolved, and the Senate retired. l 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The House adjourned till 2 o'alock, P. M. 


TWO o CLOCK, P.. M. PNS 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Regan, , l 
The Governor's message was taken up and read. 


*t 


GOVERNOR’S. MESSAGE. . 


[Zhe various reports referred to in the following message : 
will be found in the Appendix to this Journal.—PRINTER.] 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Columbus, .Mississippi, Nov. 3, 1863. § - 
Gentlemen of the Senate l 
, and House of Representatives : ; 

Since the last meeting of the Legislature, Mississippi has* _ 
been made the theatre of a continued war; and notwith- 
standing the many sacrifices of her citizens, and the efforts of 
the army sent for her protection, a lárge portion of her terri- 
tory -has been overrun by the Federal army, and much of her 
property has been destroyed and large quantities cárried away. 
Their superior numbers have enabled the enemy to overrun 
large districts of country, but they have not as yet been able . 
tẹ occupy permanently but an inconsiderable portion of the - 
territory of Mississippi. Corinth, Vicksburg and Natchez, 
with a few square miles surrounding each, is all that they can 
justly claim as being within their lines.* The advance of 
heavy colugans of the enemy upon the city of Jackson early 
in May last, at a time when we had no adequate force for its 
protection, rendered it necessary, in my opinion, to remove 
the archives and public property of the State, as far as I was 
able, from Jackson to Enterprize, where the seat of govern- 
ment was temporarily established. Since the.first occupation ` 
of Jackson by the enemy, Vicksburg has fallen, and the Fed- 
erals have been again in possession of the capital of the State, 
and it has remained in such an exposed position, that I 
deemed it unsafe to return with the archives and other public 
property. I therefore established the seat of government | 
temporarily, first at Meridian, and more recently for the con- ` 
venience of suitable buildings for offices, at Macon. `` 

The ordeal through which the State of Mississippi has been 
called to pass has been one of sore tribulation, ‘and well cal- 
culated to test the loyalty of her citizens. There have been a. 
flood of rumors as to: the disloyalty of particular districts 
and localities of the State, but I have received no reliable infor- 
mation of any considerable disaffection in any quarter. It is 
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perhaps true that some individuals, taking counsel of their 
fears, have taken the oath of allegiance to, and sought the 
protection of the government of the United States. But the 
creat heart of the peoplé of Mississippi remains as true to 
the cause, and their determination to succeed in the great 
struggle in which we are now engaged, and is.as hopeful and 
buoyant as when the contest first began. . 


Tu PENITENTIARY—DISPOSAL OF THE CONVICTS. 


Believing it to be very cettain that the enemy would occu- 
py the city of Jackson, it became necessary to make some 
disposition of the convicts in the Penitentiary; and having 
been informed that twenty-five of these convicts were un- 
frieadly to our cause, and would in all probability join the 
Federal army if permitted to fall into their hands, I deter- 
mined, therefore; upon consultation with the superintendent 
and supervisors of the Penitentiary, to send these convicts to 
some place of greater security. I applied to the Governor of 
Alabama for permission to send them to the Penitentiary of 
that State, which he kindly granted, and they are now con- . 
fined at Wetumpka. 

Learning, also, that there were convicts willing to 
. take up arms in defense of their country, I pardoned them. 
` and caused them to be mustered into service, and they have 
since been distributed to the different regiments from the * 
State in the Confederate army. 

A considerable number of convicts still remained in the 
Penitentiary who were either unable or unwilling to go into 
the army. These were, upon the near approach of thé Fed- 
eral army, turned out withont pardon. I was satisfied that 
the enemy would destroy the Penitentiary buildings, and 
being unable to get any safe place of confinement for these 
convicts, I thought it to be the best disposition that could be 
made of them. . 

Upon the first occupation of the city of Jackson by the 
Federal army, the Penitentiary buildings were all destroyed, 
and there remains now, of that institution, with all its ma- 
chinery, but little save the rubbish of the walls. One steam 
engine and a lot of iron and copper.is all that can' be recov-. 
ered from the ruins. I have directed Col, U. Bourne, acting 
Chief of Ordnance, to collect every article of value from the 
rubbish and transport them to Meridian. I have directed the 
copper to be sold to the Government of tlie Confederate 
States for the manufacture of percussion caps. The steam : 
engine will in all probability be destroyed, by rust or-other- 
wise before the State will again be in a condition to use it. I 
therefore recommend that some disposition be made of it by 
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the Legislature. I herewith transmit the-report of the super- 
visors of the Penitentiary showing that'at the time of its de- 
struction it was yielding a handsome fevenue, there being a 
nett profit to the State of the last, year of $60,490 76. 

There is another matter in this connection to which I desire 
to call your attention. Since the Penitentiary has been de- 
stroyed, several persons have been convicted of crimes the 
punishment for which is imprisonment in the Penitentiary, 
and they are now cohfined in the jails of their respective 
counties awaiting some action of the Legislature, and it is for 
you to determine. whether or not a temporary Penitentiary 
shall be established. . 


. INSTITUTIONS FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB, BLIND, AND INSANE. 


The State institutions for the Deaf and Dumb and for thé 
Blind, have been broken up at’ Jackson. . The Lunatic Asy- 
lum was much damaged during the seige of Jackson in its 
fencing and outbuildings. The main building suffered but 
little, and the institution,- under the supervision of its able 
and attentive superintendent, Dr: Robt. Kells, assisted by the 
board of Trustees, still gives shelter and sustenance to this 
truly unfortunate class of our citizens. The money hereto- 
fore appropriated by the Legislature has been sufficient, with 
rigid economy in its disbursement, to. keep up the institution; 
but the iucreased cost of every article of consumption or use, 
-renders it necessary for the Legislature to take this subject 
again under consideration. An asylum like this, for the pro- 
tection and proper treatment of the unfortunate lunatics of 
the State, was found to be.absolutely necessary in times of 
prosperity and profound peace, but now when the country. is 
torn and distracted by war and invasion, and our citizens, 
have scarcely time të provide for the protection of the sane 
members of their families, it is still more important that the 
Legislature make adequate provision'fgr the maintenance and 
protection of this-unfortunate class. I therefore recommend 
that the Legislature take the affairs of the Lunatic Asylum 
again under consideration, and make such additional appro- 
priations as may be found necessary for its proper support. 

a IMPRESSMENT OF HORSES. l 

The cavalry force ‘of this debartment, under Gen. Van 
Dorn, having been ordered to Tennessee to reinforce General 
Bragg, the open country of the State of Mississippi was left 
exposed to the cavalry raids of the enemy without any ade- 
quate force for its protection. Under these circumstances, 
when the State had. been traversed from one end to the other 
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by an insignificant force of mounted men under Grierson, and 
when the whole State appeared to be in imminent danger of 
being overrun and destroyed, I published a call for volunteers 
in this arm of the service to serve for from three to twelve 
months, and meeting with great difficulty in raising the force : 
required on account of the scarcity of horses, I ordered a 
sufficient number of horses, bridles and saddles to be im- 
pressed to mount and equip such men as were willing to vol- 
unteer who were unable to mount themselves. In obedience 
to these orders six hundred and nineteen horsés, and two - 
hundred and thirteen saddles, and one hundred and twenty- 
five bridles were impressed at an aggregate cost of two hun- 
dred and twenty-four thousand, nine hundred and ten dollars 
and fifty cents, and placed at once in the service. These 
horses, bridles and saddles are still the property of the State, 
to be disposed of as the Legislature may direct. The princi- 
pal damage done the property of the State has been accom- 
plished in the main by marauding parties -of the enemy 
numbering from fifteen to five hundred men. Against such 
parties as these it is impossible to protect the country by 
means of infantry alone. Such forces can only be held effect- 
ually in check by means of cavalry. I have an understanding 
with the President of the Confederate States, and also with 
General Johnston, to turn the cavalry force raised as above 


mentioned, over to the Confederate service, the Confederate 


government agreeing to pay for the use and risk of the State 
horses during their term of service, and also to pay the value 
when any such herse or horses shall be killed or captured by 
the enemy. ‘This arrangement is, however, subject to any 
disposition which the Legislature may deem proper to be 
made in the premises. I am well satisfied that Mississippi 
can be protected only by mounted men, an? therefore every 
assistance that can be consistently rendered should be given 
by the Legislature to this arm of the serwice. 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
* ‘ . 


Circumstances have forced the. removal of the State armory 
from Brandon to Meridian, where temporary buildings have 
been erected for the reception of the machinery, unfinished 
guns and guns out of repair, and ordnance stores on hand. 
The fortunes of war have caused the removal of the State 
armory twice since the commencement of the present contest 
—first from Panola to Brandon, and more recently from Bran- 
don to Meridian. These repeated removals have very much : 
retarded the repairing and manufacture of.arms. It is, how- 
ever, hoped that the armory will soon be in working order 
and that its operations will not again be disturbed. For more 
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definite information I refer you ) the report’ of Col. U. >- 


Bourne, acting Chief of Ordnance, herewith transmitted. I 
~ also send you the report of Col. A, M. West, Quartermaster 
General of the State, to which I refer you for full informàtiom 
as to the transactions of his department. The business of 
that officer has been so extended, and the assistants allowed 
the Quartermaster General by law so limited, that a large 
amount of- unsettled accounts have accumulated: upon his 
" hands. I therefore recommend that lie be allowed such ad- 
ditional clerks or assistant Quartermasters as may be found 

* . « 
necessary for the proper transaction of the business of the 
office, or that an auditor be appointed to examine all unsettled 
, accounts coming before the Quartermaster General for settle- 
ment. f f E 


‘ADJUTANT GENERAL. 
i £ 


The report of the Adjutant General, herewith transmitted, 
will Show to the Legislature the nümber of regiments, bat- 
‘talions and unattached companies that have been organized 
and turned over to the Confederate government, in this State, 
so far as the same was, done by State authority. Some regi- 
ments were organized in the State under authority derived 
directly from the Secretary of War, and their muster rolls 
were never filed in the Adjutant Generals office. Of-such 
there is no record, nor is mention made of them in the report. 
The report will also. show the number of drafted men and 
volunteer cavalry organized under State authority as State 
troops. ' 
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REMOVAL OF NEGROES. 


- 


While our enemies are unable to hold permanently any” 
considerable portion of the State, the exposéd condition of 
the Northern and Western districts to cavalry raids, and the 
facility with which the enemy can enter the counties upon 
the margin of the navigable rivers in the State, renders it 


necessary that the Legislature devise some. means. for the pro- * 


tection of the property in those distriets. Some means should 
be devised at least to prevent the negro men from falling into 
, the hands of the Federal authorities, and thus becoming a 
powertul auxilliary means in their hands for our subjugation. 
Every able-bodied negro man that falls into the hands of the 
‘enemy is not only a laborer lost to the country in the produt- 
tion of supplies for the support of our armies in the field, but 

e is also, under the present policy of the United States gov- 
ernment, a soldier gained to its army. This has become a 
subject of too much importance to be lightly passed over. 


\ 
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Already marauding bands of these freed negroes are desolat- 
ing neighborhoods in the valley of the Mississippi, and eitizens 
of Mississippi have been murdered at their homes by them. 
It is the policy of the United States Govornment, in the con- 
duct of this war, to wee these negro troops to perfect the 
destruction and demoralization of the country which the Fed- 
eral army may occupy. Such being the intention of our 
enemies, the whole strength of the Government should be 


"brought to bear to prevent negro men from falling into their 


hands. 1 therefore recommend that the Legislature pass some 
law for the removal of all able-bodied negro men from the 
more exposed districts of the State, authorizing the Governor 
of the State, the President of the Confederate States, or the 
General commanding the department, to make such disposi- 
tion of them as may be deemed best for the public good—a 
just and proper compensation being made to the.owners for 
the hire during the term they remain in the employ of the 


^ Government, " 


SALT. , 
Previous to the meeting of the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, I entered into contracts for salt with several foreigners 
who proposed to import it by running the blockade, which 
contracts I submitted to a committee of the Legislature. The 
salt under these contracts was to be paid forin cotton. I 


directed Col. West, Quartermaster General for the State, to 


purchase 500 bales of cotton, all of which was not bought, 
for that purpose, and to have a sufficient quantity on hand 
to pay forthe first cargo. Fifty bales of this cotton was by 


my order delivered to one of the contractors, A. Minnett, a’ 


of Mississippi against loss by depositing ten thousand dollars 
in Confederate notes with. the State Treasurer. A change of 
Generals and of the policy of the Federal authorities’ pre- 
vented the fullfilment of these contracts. Minnett and the 
other contractors failed to deliver the salt according to their 
contracts, and the ten thousand dollars deposited as above 
mentioned still remains with the Treasurer, Isent Hon. D. 
S. Pattison, with twenty thousand dollars, to Iberia, in Lou- 
isiana, in charge of a steamboat, to purchase salt for the State 
of Mississippi, and failing in that, to offer trausportation to 


. such citizens of the State as he might find there with salt pur- 


chased for their own family consumption, or for the use of 
their neighbors, without resale or speculation. Capt. Pattison 


-reached Iberia in time to procure a boat load of salt for the- 


State and its citizens, but on the homeward trip of the boat, 
on Bayou 'lesche, it was stopped by Confederate authority 
; -», a t . oss : 


"Frenchman, to be shipped to France—he securing the.State ' 
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, 
and-prevented from a further prosecution of the enterprize on 
account of threatened’ danger from Federal gunboats, until 
the mouth of the bayou was actually. blockaded. Capt. Pat- 
.tison succeeded, however, after much labor; in getting, as he 
reported, forty thousand pounds of salt .délivered at Vicks- 


‘burg. ~ Whatever anrount so received, was distributed to desti- 


tute families as directed. For further information seé'Col. 
West’s report as salt agent. Capt. Pattison has not as yet 
made a full report and settlement of his proceedings as salt 
agent. I am, therefore, unable to give the Legislature any 
further information as to his transactions. . I also sent R. O. 
Dixon, Esq., as a special agent for the State of Mississippi, to. 
Virginia, to make contracts for salt water, intending to estab- 
lish furnaces for ‘the manufacture of salt on State account; but 


‘he could not succeed in making such contracts as would justify 


the expenditure of money necessary to carry into successful ' 
operation the plan proposed, and it was therefore abandoned. 
Having failed to establish manufactures of salt on State ac- 


* eount as Í desired, I authorized Messrs. Strong, Cunningham 


& Co., of Monroe and Chickasaw counties, in this State, to 

manufacture salt at Saltville on private account for the people 

of North and Northeast Mississippi. ; 
Under the act of the extra session of the Legislature, held 


` in December and January last, appropriating five hundred 


thousand dollars to purchase salt for the indigent families of 
soldiers, I appointed Capt. W. C. ‘Turner salt agent, and di- 
rected him to'go to the salt works in the State of Alabama 
with instructions to buy salt, make contracts for its manufac- 
ture in sufficient quantities to supply the destitute families of 


"our soldiers if it could be obtained in that way, or failing to 


get a sufficient quantity, to establish furnaces and-manufacture 
salt on State account. His instructions were to get salt by 
either or all the above means. In pursuance with these in- 
structions, he contracted with ——-~—— fer the manufacture. 
of bushels’ of salt, to be.delivered , by installments. 


, For a more extended account of his transactions as salt agent, 


I refer you to his report herewith transmitted, stating, how- 


"> ever, tat the ‘salt has’ not been delivered in the quantities 


* 


# 


and at, the times agreed upon by the contractors. On or 
about the 18th of April last, I appoiiited' Col. West salt 


agent, to receive and distribute to. the different counties the 


pro rata share of whatever salt nfight be' obtained by pur- 
chase or manufacture; distributing the salt so received, to the 
Boards of Police. I subsequently, on the 18th day of Octo- 


ber, appointed him salt agent for the State at large, with 


authority to supervise generally all contracts for the purchase 
or manufacture of salt òn: State account, and “to receive and 
superintend its equitable distribution as above mentioned. I 
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refer you to his report as salt agent, herewith transmitted, for 
further information upon this subject. ^ 

Having purchased the cotton for the purposes mentioned 
in the foregoing part of this communieation, and losing all 
hope of securing with it the salt’ contracted for, I ordered 
Col. West to turn over fifty bales of it to Dr. Luke Black- 
burne, one of the medieal commissioners for the State, to be 
shipped to Havana, in the island of Cuba, to be there ex- 
changed for arms and munitions of. war. This cotton was 
delivered to Dr. Blackburne as directed, but as yet he has 
made no report of his success in the premises. 


WIVES, WIDOWS AMD CHILDREN OF SOLDIERS. 


The proper support and maintenance of the widows and ' 
children of deceased ‘soldiers, and the families of those now 
in the army, is 2 subject of great importance, and. deserves at 
the hands of the Legislature the most serious consideration. 
Iregard it as your solemn duty to make such provision for 
their comfort and support as will no longer leave the families 
of our brave soldiers in any wise dependent. upon the. uncer- 
tain contributions of private charity for that support and 
protection which they havea right to demand for the sacrifices 
now being made by their lawful protectors. The diminution 
of the State tax will greatly diminish the military relief fund 
now provided by law. This diminution, with the increased 
price of provisions and the greatly increased number of those 
dependent upon this find for support, will, it is thought, 
make it necessary for the Legislature to make some additional 
provision upon this subject. 


* 


MONEY. , 

I sent Hon. A. B. Dilworth, as agent for the State of Mis- 
sissippi, to the city of Memphis to make contracts with 
Messrs. Hutton & Freligh, the only persons known to rhe in 
the country in condition at that time to print the Treasury 
notes for the “Cotton Loan" in the manner prévided. Con- 
tracts for printing the Treasury notes for the advance on 
cotton, of the denominations ‘specified in the act approved 
19th December, 1861; upon electrotype plates as directed by 
the supplemental act approved January 29th, 1862, and also’ 
for printing the Treasury notes to be issued on State account 
for military purposes, provided by an act approved January 
29th, 1862, were made with them at a cost of four cents per 
note. Of the notes to be used as an “advance upon cotton” 
there were printed six hundred and fifty seven thousand, one 
hundred and fifty-six, which at a cost of four cents per note 
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amounted to the sum of twenty-six thousand, two hundred 
and eighty-six dollars and twenty-four cents, ($26,286 24;) 
and for the notes to be issued for military purposes there 
- were printed two hundred and five thousand, two hundred 
and ninety-five, at à cost of eight thousand ‘two hundred 
and eleven dollars and. eighty cents, ($8,211 80,) maki: * 
the total aggregate cost of printing the notes amount to the 
sum of thirty-four thousand, four hundred and ninety-eight | 
: dollars and four cents, ($34,408 04.) "The great demand for 
change notes of' the.cotton money made it necessary to have 
a large proportion of l these printed. This caused the dis- 
proportion in the cost of printing the five million “cotton 
money" and the two and one-half millions of Treasury notes. 

There have been eight thousand five hundred and eighty- 
seven applications made for advances upon cotton, and the 
whole amount of the five million of dollars provided by law 
has been exhausted. The amount refunded on account of 
the loan, up to the 29th day of October, is five hundred and 
seventy-seven thousand, seven hundred and nine dollars. 

The amount of money issued upon my requisitions on ac- 
count of the military fund provided by the act approved 
January 29, 1862, is one million, one hundred and fifteen 
thousand, five hundred and fifty-four dollars and ninety- 
three cents. Of this sum one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand, six hundred and two dollars and twenty-seven cents 
was issued on account of the appropriation for salt, ap- 
proved January 1st, 1863. The amount refunded on 
account of this military fund, is two hundred and sixty-two 
thousand, five hundred and eighty-nine dollars and sixty- 
seven cents, of which twelve thousand, five hundred and 
eighty-nine dollars and sixty-seven cents was on account of 
sales of salt. . 


The third section of the act authorizing the issuance of 
these Treasury notes for military purposes, provides for 
funding them in sums not less than five hundred dollars in 
Statė bonds, payable in ten years, with interest from the 
date thereof at eight per cent. per annum. None of these 
notes have been so funded for the reason tbat no provision 
was made for a form or for printing the bonds, nor is the 
time or the manner of paying the interest thereon prescribed. 

I have been informed that some of these notes are now 
on deposit to be funded, awaiting the preparation of these 
bonds and some provision for the payment of. the interest. 
I therefore recommend, that some provision be made for 
printing the bonds and for the payment of. the’ interest an- 
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nually by eoupons or otherwise as the wisdom of the Legis- 
F „lature may direct. : : EE 
. - The amount expended of the appropriation for arms 
* under the act approved December 15th, 1859, is seventy- ` 

two thousand, seven hundred and forty-five dollars and 

twelve cents, ($72,745 12,) for which vouchers are on file in 

my office. l | 

' I herewith transmit the partial report of the Auditor of 

Publie Áccounts, made to me, showing the condition of the 

principal military funds provided by law; and respectfully 

refer you to the full report of the Auditor and Treasurer for 

further information. 


MILITIA. 


The many defects in the practical operation of the militia 
laws of the State, makes it my duty to call your attention 
especially to that subject. The Confederate army in. this 
department has been constantly confronted and opposed by 
a greatly superior invading force, so that the Generals com- 
manding have not only been unable to protect the State 
from invasion by large bodies of infantry, but the enemy's 
cavalry have made repeated raids into the State which have 
been alike destruetive to the property of the country and 
that cordial good feeling for and confidence in the ultimate 
success of our struggle among the people, so essential to a 
successful termination of this contest. While the attention 
of the commanding Generals of the department have been 
invariable drawn, as of right it should be, to the advancing 
columns of the invading foe, I have exhausted all the 
means in my power to give them such assistance as I deemed 
necessary for the protection of the country against raids. I 
have kept constantly in the field all the volunteer State 
cavalry that could possibly be raised, and while I have not 
been as successful in raising as large bodies of troops as I 
desired, I have given essential aid in the protection of a 
large portion of the State which would otherwise have been 
left in a wholly defenseless condition, and I am happy to be 
able to state to ‘the Legislature that these State organiza- 
tions have rendered much good service in the Northern and 
Northwestern districts at a time when there were no Con- 
federate troops to spare for that purpose. Being mostly in 
unattached battalions and companies, and well acquainted 
with the roads and principal localities of the country in 
which they have operated, these State organizations have: 
been able to afford much greater security to the citizens and 
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do much more'damage to the enemy than larger bodies of 
troops less acquainted with the country could have accom- 
plished, after inflicting severe chastisement upon marauding 
parties whose only object was plunder. While other bodies 
of the State troops have been kept in the field less actively 
engaged than the cavalry, they have been placed, at the re- 
quest of commanding Generals, to guard important depots 
of public stores, and other important points along the line 
ot -the different railroads, and have thus relieved the regular 
troops of that duty and to that extent strengthened the 
Confederate army iu the field. In explanation of the causes 
that occasioned the organization of the State troops in the 
first instance, and the continuing them in the field, I here- 
with transmit copies of the several calls and requisitions 
made by Gen Ruggles, Price and VanDorn, and also the 
additional correspondence with the President of the Con- 
federate States, Secretary of War and Gen.. Johnston and 
Pemberton upon the same subject. My efforts to place the 
number of troops in the field, which I deemed necessary to 
guard the State against destructive raids, have been much 
embarrassed by the opposition of a part of the press of the 
State opposing the enforcement of the militia law passed at 
the last session of the Legislature. The great confidence of 
the people-in the ability of the Confederate government to 
protect the State from invasion, induced large numbers of 
them to regard the efforts being made to organize and bring 
into the field the militia of the State as unnecessary, and 
the law itself as impracticable and oppressive. Had the ef- 
forts which have been made to organize the State troops 
received that support, which in view of the great danger 
threatening us, I had a right 10 expect, there is much reason 
to believe that the condition of Mississippi would now be 
much better than itis. A few thousand additional troops 
at Jackson in May might have held that place until rein- 
forcements to General Johnston, then arriving, could have 
overwhelmed the invading army and maintained our posi- 
tion at Vicksburg. The present condition and prospects of 
the country demands of the Legislature to seriously consider 
the subject of a thorough and extended reorganization of the 
military strength of the State. I therefore again recommend 
the extension of the militia law so as to include and make 
subject fo militia duty every free white 'male person, either 
a citizen or, temporary resident,:not actually conscribed, 
between the ages of sixteen and sixty years; and as a large 
portion of these will necessarily be kept at home, only suc 
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as are physically able to discharge the duties of soldiers 
should be sent to the field, and the remainder should be or- 
ganized, armed and equipped for local defense against sud- 
. den raids, and held as a police force for the counties in 
which they live. The militia officers should be allowed pay 
for the time they are actually engaged in the discharge of 
their official duties. The law, as it now stands, imposes 
duties often arduous and expensive upon them, and makes 
no provision for pay or allowance. ‘I am satisfied if this 
was done, it would add much to the efficiency of these off- 
cers. The extension of the conscription laws to forty-five 
years, has so reduced the militia strength of the State that 
I do not believe it necessary to retain the office of Brigadier 
General of militia. The Major General, with the assistance: 
of the regimental and company officers, will be entirely suf- 
ficient to carry into effect any law necessary to be passed. 
In any organization that itmay be found necessary to make, 
the Governor should be authorized to appoint all the Quar- 
termasters and Surgeons. Under the existing law, neither 
the Governor nor the Quartermaster General have had the 
control over these officers which in my opinion the 
good of the service requires. 


SALARIES OF STATE OFFICERS. * — 


The salaries of the State officers were fixed by law at a 
time when provisions and property were at a low valuation 
compared to the present exorbitant prices at which every 
species of property and provisions is held. The pay which 
is allowed to these officers, if made m the currency of the 
country, is not sufficient to give them that support and main- 
tenance which the credit of the State demands they should 
receive. I therefore recommend that their salaries be in- 
creased. ` | 

I have sought from the beginning of the war to the pres- 
ent time to make the largest preparation to meot our 
enemies which the means and power entrusted to me enabled 
me to make. Ihave believed it better to spend what we 
have in manly resistance tlian permit it to become the prey 
of plundering invaders, and in this my last message to the 
representatives of a people threatened by a more destruc 
tive invasion than any in modern times—in view of thi 

‘known purpose of the enemy to lay waste our land and con 
fiscate whatever escapes the ravages of war—in view of th 
known determination of the Lincoln government’ to reduc 
this people to a condition far worse than European surídot 
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—in view of that "dark durance” this and succeeding gen- 
erations are doomed should Federal arms prevail—permit 
me earnestly to recommend that no consideration of dollars 
and cents should stand in the way of the amplest prepara- . 
tion of men and means, and. the most extreme measures for 
the defense of the country. There is no half-way house : 
of rest in-this revolution. Independence or death, ‘or that 
which is worse than death, are the alternatives presented to | 
this people, and the sooner this truth is fully realized and 
acted upon, the better for us and: our children. May God ` 
who favors the just cause and blesses with success fidelity, 
patriotism and courage, preside over your deliberations and 
direct your councils. ‘JOHN J. PETTUS. 


Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved that the Governor’s message 
be laid on the table, 2,000 copies printed for the use of the 
Housé, and that it be made the special order of the day for 
Friday next at 12 o’clock, M. 

Which was adopted. 

The following bills were introduced, read three several 
times, the rules. being suspended, and passed, the titles stand- - 
ing as stated: 

“By Mr. Regan: 

An act entitled an act to remove the civil disabilities of 
"Walter McDougal, a minor. 

By Mr. Downs: 

An act to amend the school laws of the county of Ita- 
wamba. 

By Mr. Powe: l 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the , Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President of the Senate to ap- 
poet messengers between the two bodies. — 

'" By Mr. Ar cher: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to incorporate the Mississippi Manufacturing Company. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, ; 


The House adjourned until to-morrow "morning at 94 
o'clock. 


< 


* 
ary E a I SEED. 


* 


WEDNESDAY, November 4, 1863. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Journal of yesterday read and appr oved. 
Prayer by the Rev. Dr. , Lyon. 
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The Speaker announced the following standing committees: 

Ox THE Jupicrary.—Messrs. Watson, Seal of Harrison, 
Rucks, Hicks, Powe, Lewers and Upshaw. 

Ways anp Mrans—Messrs, Thompson, Alcorn, Murdock, 
Tindall Bestor, Cunningham and McLemore. l 

PROPOSITIONS AND GnrEvANCES —Meśsrs. Wells, Moore, 
Hendon, Minter, Sessions, Brown and Lott. 

MiLrrARY Arrarrs—Messrs. Upshaw, Stephens, Taylor, 
Jackson and Arnold. 

Exections—Messrs. Seal of Harrison, Hicks, Eskridge, 
Irby, McGehee, Lowry and Carroll. 

EDucATION— Messrs. Bestor, Fort, McNiel, Stubbs of 
Smith, and McKay of Neshoba. 

ConPoRATIONS-—Messrs. Hicks, Owen, Johnson of Wilkin- 
son, Barton and Gulley. 

CouxrY Bounparres—Messrs. Tindall, High, McKay of 
Green, McLaurin and Downs.  . 

Puste Lanps—Messrs. Fox, Morehead, Isom and Sutton. 

Uxrinisnep Busryess—Messrs. Daniel, Liddell, Foxworth, 
Hooker, Lambeth, McElroy and Dale. 


Also, the following joint standing committtees: 

On SIATE AND CoxrEpERATE Renations—Messrs. Brad- - 
ford, Thompson, Seal of Harrison, Moore and Barnett. 

Ox INTERNAL lÍxPROvEsMENTS—Messrs. Alcorn, Fowler, 
Minter, Gowan and Prewitt. 

Ciaims— Messrs. Murdock, Dillard, Kirk, Marable ‘and 
Robinson. 

Pun e. Rucks, Deason of Copiah, Lott 
and Yandell. 

Lunatic Asytum—Messrs. Liddell, Regan, Pope, Allen 
and Ross. 

INSTITUTION FOR THE DBDrrwp.—Messrs. Fox, Falconer, 
Evans, Montgomery and Ware. 

INSTITUTION FoR THE Drar AND.Duan—Messrs. Dale, 
Jackson, Rogers, Pounds and Clark. 

Exrottep Brris—Messrs, Johnson of DeSoto, Powe, Har- 
ris, Deason of Jones, and Shelley. 


Messrs. Thos. R. Gowan, of Simpson, C. T. Kirk, of Win- 
ston, and Wm. H. Taylor, of Hinds, presented their creden- 
tials and were sworn in as members. 

W. C. Worrell, . Doorkeeper elect of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, appear ‘ed amd took the oath of office. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, offered the following joint resolution 
which was ‘adopted, the-rule being suspended : 
Resolved, (The Senate concurring,) That the Sergeant-at- 
Arms make arrangements with the Postmaster of.this place 
for mailing all | public documents of the Legislature, and that 
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the Postmaster present his account for the same to the com- 
mittee on Claims for payment. . 

‘On motion of Mr. Eskridge, | 

Resolved, That the Auditór of Public Accounts be and he - 
is hereby instructed to fugnish stationery necessary: for the 
use of this House. 

Mr. Murdock offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the regular hours .for the sessions of this 
Housé shall be from 9'A. M. to 1 P. M., and from 2 to 4 P. M, 

Mr. Thompson moved to amend by striking out 9 o'clock 
and inserting 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Regan moved to lay the amendment on the table, 

Which motion was lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of Mr. Thomp- 
son's amendment, and decided in the affirmative by veas and 
nays as follows, Messrs, Eskr idge, Archer and Mur dock call- 
ing for them: 


Yuas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Bradford, Bestor, 
Brown, Buntin, Barnett, Cunningham, Deason of Copiah, 
Daniel, Dillard, Dale, Easterling, "Fowler, Foxworth, Fort, 
Grace, High, Hendon, Isom, Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson, 
Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, Lott, Lowry, Morehead, Maxwell, 
MeKay of Neshoba, MeNiel, Pope, Powe, Pinson, Prewitt, 
Regan, Rucks, Rogers, Seal of Haneock, Sutton, Stubbs of 
Smith, Taylor, Thompson, Upshaw, Wier and Watson—45. 

Navs—Mesars. Allen, . Arnold, Boon, Barton, Clark, Car- 
roll, Downs, Deason of Jones, Evans, Eskridge, Fox, Gully, 
Gowan, Gray, Hooker, Hathorn, Jackson, Johnson of DeSoto, 
Liddell, Lewers, Marable, Murdock, McKay of Green, Me- 
Laurin, Owen, Robinson, Seal of Harrison, Sessions, Stephens - 
and W ells—830. 


Mr; Powe offered the following substitute, which 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

Was laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the *egular hours of meeting of the House, 
at the present session, shall be as follows: to meet at 10 A. 
M. and adjourn at 1 P. M., and meet at 3 P. M. 

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, offered the following substitute, 
which, : 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

— Was laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the regular hours for the meetings and ad- 
` journments of this body for the present session be as follows: 
Meet at 94 A. M. and UU at 193 P. M., meet at 24 P: M. 
and adjourn at 44 P.M 

Mr. Dale offered the following ideii which was 
adopted : 
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«Strike out all after the hour of meeting lir the morning.” 
The Speaker pr esented the following communications to the 
House: . 


Columbus, Miss., Nov. 4, 1863. 
Hon. L. E. Houston, 


Speaker of the House of "Representatives : 


Str—I have the honor, through you, to transmit to the 
Legislature the votes cast for Governor i in the respective 
counties of the State of Mississippi, on Monday, the 5th day 
October, A. D. 1863, which have been received at this office. 

Separate sealed returns have been made from thirty-five 
eounties. From the counties of Adams, Claiborne, Harrison, 
Issaquena, Tunica, Warren and Washington, no-returns have 
been received. 

From the residue of counties from which.no separate sealed 
returns were received, I herewith enclose the general returns 
in which are stated the vote for Governor. 


OFFICE or SECRETARY OF STATE, t 


Avupiror’s OFFICE, 
Columbus, Miss., No. 4, 1863. 
Hon. L. E. Houston, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


Srr—Owing to the difficulty of procuring paper for the 
use of the Legislature, I will not be able to furnish the usual 
abundant supply for the use: of the. members, but will con- 
tinue to furnish such supply of stationery as I have on hand. 

The counties being called alphabetieally, 


Mr. Barton introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act for the relief of M. D. Files, Sheriff of Itawamba 
county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension. of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on Claims. * 

Mr. Downs introduced a bill to be entitled. 

.Àn aet to. authorize the Board of Police of Itawamba 
county to borrow money from the school fund, 

Which was read twice under a suspension, of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Murdock introduced. a bill to be entitled - 

An act to authorize the-Police Court of Lowndes county to 
fix the fees of Jailors, 

Which was read. twice-under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Fox moved:to.amend by adding the county of Choctaw, 

Mr. Powe moved: to-amend by striking out the “county of 
Lowndes” and inserting the “Boards of. Police-of the several 
counties of the State." 

On motion of Mr.. Seal,, 
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The bill and ardat were- referred to the Judiciary. 
committee. 

Mr. Dale introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to repeal an act therein named, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. : 

Mr. Regan called up thé joint resolution offered by him on 
yesterday in relation to' the election of Confederate States 
Senator. 

Mr. Thompson moved that the further consideration of the 
‚resolution be postponed until Wednesday, the 18th instant, 

Which was lost. > 

On motion, the resolution was amended by striking out 
“Tuesday, the 10th,” and inserting "Thursday, the “12th 
inst.,” and adopted. 

Mr. Arnold offered the following joint resolution, which 
was adopted, the rules being suspended. 

-Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses 
convene in the Repr esentative Hall on Thursday, the 5th in- 
stant, at 11 o'clock, in order that the returns of the late elec- 
tion for Governor of the State may be opened and published. 

Mr. Upshaw offered the following joint resolution, which 
was read once: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the Confeder ate 
State Senators from this State be instr ucted, and the members 
of Congress from the different Districts from Mississippi be 
requested, to use their best endeavors to procure all things 
necessary to be done to make Confederate: Treasury notes a 
legal tender in all contracts Wd throughout the Confed- 
erate States. 

Mr. Isom offered the following Pd 

Resolved, That the committee on Elections be instr idol 
to report upon the constitutionality of Confederate military 
officers occupying seats in this House as members, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act supplementary to an act entitléd ‘an act better to 
provide for the families of our soldiers, approved J january 3, 
1863, 

Which was read. once. l 

Mr. Gowan gave notice that on tomorrow he would in- 
troduce bills entitled : 

An act to amend the election laws of this State; and 

` An'aet to amend the laws of this State pr ohibiting the pay- 
ment of debts until twelve months after the elose of the war. 
` -Mr. Murdock gave notice that on to-morrow he would 
introduce a bill to be entitled . f 

An act to-enforce the collection laws of this State. 
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Mr. Eskridge gave notice that he would on to-morrow in- 
troduce a bill to ‘be entitled . 

An act for relief of Clerks of Courts of Record of this State. 

Mr. Lewers gave notice of the introduction of the follow- 
ing bills: 

“An act R E the payment of debts. 

An aet to prevent the sale of and speculation in certain 
commodities. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 


‘Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate has passed the House bill providing for the 
appointment of messengers to the two Houses of this Legis- 
lature. 

On motion of Mr. Downs, 


The House adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M. 


TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Downs, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to authorize the Board of Police of Itawamba 
county to make a certain appropriation therein named, 

Which was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Cunningham offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
militia system as it now exists in the State, and report to this 
House at as early a day as possible, by bill or otherwise. « 

Mr. Owen offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That-a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker to ascertain what portion- of the documents accom- 
panying the Governor's message should be printed, and that 
100 copies of such documents be printed for the use of the 
House, and that the committee report by to-morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock.: 

The Speaker appointed as said committee Messrs. Owen, 
Thompson, Eskridge, Seal of Harrison and Dillard. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the og report: 


Mn. SPEAKER— l 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill enti- 
tled “an act to authorize the Speaker of the House of. Repre- ` 
sentatives and President of the Senate to. appoint messengers 
between the two bodies," and find the same correctly enrolled. 
Mr. Rucks offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 
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Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to em- 
ploy a carpenter to construct suitable temporary writing desks 
for each member of this House. 

The following message was received from the Governor, 
through his private Secretary, Col. J. H. Rives: 

Mr. SPEAKER— $ 

The Governor has appr oved and si igned the following 
House bill: 

An aet to authorize the Speaker of the House of "Represen- 
tatives and the President of the Senate to appoint messengers 
between the two bodies. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M. 


THURSDAY, November 5, 1863. 


House met pursuant.to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Stainback. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. - 

Mr. Robert E. Wynne, of Yallobusha, presented his tre- 
dentials, and was sworn in as a member of this House. > 

On motion of Mr. Tindall, Mr. Bradford was added to the 
committee on Militarry Affairs. 

The Speaker announced the following committees: 


Ox Avpiror’s Orrice—Messrs. Fort, “Johnson of De 
Soto, Murdock, Gray and Seal of Hancock, 

Ox TrEAsuRER's OrrIcE.—Messrs. Clark, Brown, John- 
son of Tippah, Boon and Harris. 
. On Lrsrary.—Messrs. Archer, Rucks, Morehead, Lott 
and Barton. 

Ox Pugne Burtprves.—Messrs. Hathorn, Taylor, Mont- 
gomery, Grace and Isom, 

Ox SraTE Universiry.—Messrs. Alcorn, Tindall, Arnold, 
Gowan and Bestor. 


Mr. Owen, from a Select Committee; made the following 
report, which was received and agreed to : 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee appointed to examine and ascertain what 
portion of the documents accompanying .the Governor's 
message should be printed for the information of the House, 


report in favor of printing the following in d order set 
forth : 
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Ist. Auditor’s Report. 

2d. A. M. West’s Report as salt agent, and accompany- 
ing documents. | 

3d. W.C. Turner’s Report as salt agent, and accompany- 
ing documents. 

4th. U. Bourne’s Ordnance Report and exhibit A. 
5th. C. H. Manship's Report as inspector of the Peniten- 
tiary. ` 

6th. A. M. Wests Quartermaster's Report and accompa- 
nying documents. : | 

wth. J.S. Hamilton's Adjutant and Inspector General's 
Report. . 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill to be en- 
ERE E: An act to amend Art. 15, of chapter 4, of the Revised 

ode.” 

Which was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Tindall gave notice that he would, .on to-morrow, or 
some future day, introduce bills of the following titles: 

An act to provide assessment rolls for the several counties 
of this State. 

-An act to revise and amend “ An act to extend the time 
for the collection of taxes tor the current fiscal year, ap prov- 
ed December 20th, 1861, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Adlen, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “ An 
act for the relief of certain tax collectors, and for other pur- 

oses." 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, by leave, introduced a bill to 
be entitled * An actto amend chapter 8 of the Revised 
Code, entitled ‘An act establishing the fees of certain off- 
cers,’ so far as relates to the clerks of the Chancery and 1 ro- 
bate Courts of Wilkinson county." 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 

BiMr. Regan offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : * 

Resolved, That the Auditor of Public Accounts be re- 
quested to inform the House of the number of soldiers in the 
State and Confederate service, whose names have been sent 
up by the Board of Police of the several counties of this 
State, as provided for by an act entitled ** An act better to 
provide for the. families of our soldiers," approved. January 
3d, 1863; the amount of money collected under the provi- 
sion of said act, and the amount distributed to each county 
for the relief of the families of soldiers of the State and. Con- 
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federate service, and the amount of money (if, any) belonging 
to said fund. 

Mr. Fowler, of Washington, offered the following resola- 
tion which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Chair appoint a ‘Special Committee of 
. five whose duty it shall be to report, at as early a day as 
practicable during the session of the Legislature, a bill for the 
relief of indigent families of soldiers in the seryice of the Con- 
federate States. 

The Chair appointed as said committee Messrs. Fowler, 
Hicks, Dale, Tindall and Barnett. 

Mr. Murdock offered the following resolution : 

‘Resolved, "That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire into and report whether military offices held under 
the authority of the Confederate States are lucrative offices, 
as contemplated in section 27 of Art. 3 of the Constitution 
of the State of Mississippi. 

Which, on motion of Mr. Johnson of De Soto, was laid on 

the table, by yeas and nays called for by Messrs. Murdock, 
Carroll and Barton, as follows : . 
E;Yzas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Allen, Bradford, 
Boon, Buntin, Barnett, Deason of Copiah, Daniel, Evans, 
Easterling, Eskridge, Fowler; Fox, Foxworth, Fort, Gully, 
Grace, Gowan, Gray, Hooker, High, irby, J ackson, Johnson 
of De Soto,. Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, 
Liddell,- Lowry, Lewers, Marable, Morehead, Maxw ell, 
McKay of Green; McKay of Neshoba, McNeal, Owen, Pope, 
Powe, Pinson, Prewitt, Rucks, Robinson, “Seal of Harrison, 
Seal of Hancock, Sessions, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tindall, Upshaw, Wells, Wier, Watson 
and Wynne—58. 

Naxs—Messrs. Arnold, | Bestor, Barton, Brown, Clark, 
Cunningham, Carroll, Downs, Deason of Jones, Dillard, Dale, 
Hathorn, Hudson, Isom, Lott, Moore, Murdock, McLaurin, 
Pounds, "Regan, Rodger s—20. 

Mr. Gowan offered the- following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be. and 
they are hereby instructed, to inquire into the reasons why 
the first battalion of Mississippi State Troops have never re- 
ceived their pay, and to report by bill or other wise as the 
necessitics of the case may require. 

Mr. Murdock, by leave, introduced a bill “to be entitled 

« Ah act to enforce the collection laws, of this State.” 
^. Which was read twice and referred to the committee on 
.the Judiciary. * 

* Mr. Tindall offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 
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Resolved, That James Phelan, J. C. W. Watson, Gen. W. S. 
Featherston, Fulton Anderson, William Yerger, Charles’ 
Fontaine, S. J. Gholston and Walker Brooke be invited dur- 
ing the recesses of the House to occupy. this hall and address 
the Legislature on the state of the country. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of" Dé Soto, 

Mr. Irby was added to the "Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. Gowan offered the following joint resolution, which 
was adopted under a suspension of the rules : 

Resolved, By the House of: Representatives, (the Senate 
concurring), That our Senators and Representatives in the 
Congress of the Confederate States be, and they are hereby 

instructed, to use every effort in their power to raise the pay 

of our soldiers, | as follows: Privates, $20 per month; Corpo- 
rals, $25; and Sergeants $35, except First Ser geants, and 
they to receive $40 per month. 

Mr. Arnold offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the constitutionality of allowing sol- 
diers in the field, whether in or out of the State, to vote in 
all State and county elections, and report by bill or other- 
wise. 

The: following message was received from the Senate 
through their Secretar y, Mr. Porter : 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have concurred in the joint resolution of the 
House appofnting 11 o'clock on Thursday, the 5th, as the 
time for counting the votes cast for Governor at the last 
election. 

The Senate have passed "House bill entitled * An act to re- 
move the civil disabilities of Walter McDougal,” with an 
amendment thereto, in which the concurrence of the House 
18 desired. 

Also, House bill entitled an act to amend an act incorpo- 

rating the Mississi sippi Manufacturing Company. 

The followin g bills originating in the Senate have also pass- 
ed that body: 

An act to increase the salary of the Probate Judge of Lau- 
derdale county. 

An Aot to compel railroads to keep light, fire and water on 
their cars. 

The President of the Senate has appointed the followi ing 
joint standing committees : s 

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND CONFEDERATE "RxLATIONS— 
Yerger, Wilson and Greer. 

Ox INTERNAL: Improvements—Bradford, Bowles and 
Patton. 
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Ox, Crarms— Greer, Lewers and Jordan. 

Ow!rux OFFICE or THE AUDITOR or PUBLIC AccoUxTS— 
Moore, Terry and McRae. 

On THE OFFICE or SECRETARY OF THE SrATE—Griflin, 
Wilson and Quinn. 

On THE OFFICE oF TREASURER, SrATE COMMISSIONERS 
AND Executive Contrncent Fuxp—Hamilton, Mosely and 
Mayson. 

On Enrorttep Bitts—Patton, McRea and Jordan. 

On tur Strate Universiry—Bowles, Wilson and Luckett. 


The President of the Senate has appointed A. L. Crouch 
as Senate Messenger to the House of Representatives, in pur- 
suance of an act of the 4th instant allowing each house a 
messenger. 

On motion of Mr. Regan, 

The Senate méssage just received was taken up.’ 

The Senate amendment adding the words, “ except- the 
right of suffrage at the end of first section 5 to the House 
bill entitled “ An act to remove the civil disabilities of Wal- 
ter McDougal, a minor,” was, on motion of Mr. Regan, con- 
curred in. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The House took a recess of ten minutes to provide the hall 
for the joint convention of the two houses to count the vote 
for Governor. 

Recess having expired, the House was called to gider by 
the Speaker. 

The Senate having been informed that the House was ready 
. for their reception, entered and took the seats assigned them. 

The Presdent of the Senate having explained the object 
of the joint convention, 

The Speaker of the House proceeded to open the sealed 
returns and publish the vote for Governor. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS of the vote for Governor of the 
State of Mississippi, at an election held on the first Monday 
in October, 1863, as opened and counted by joint conven- 


tion of the two Houses of the Legislature, on Thursday, 
the 5th day of Noyember, 1863: 


Q| d 
* " 
COUNTIES. d E y 
AQ MT 
yi cr 
Cavrprolltost ee sac uev wa gre ei 358 44 24 
CHIC RASA Wik uer iene bee’ os 615 64|. 95 
Chocan orearen cm cce Bub ids . 880! 106 52 
(abori elec ex UE E EMO f 
Clark. ksdvaseumaasacss MED . 865| 231 82 
Coanome asada aaaea trna ts 
COpiabes vds Ones ados poro dou a RE 346, 128 51 
Covington ........ ——  — 
DESO tia vessel Ec CX A Pea Fa acp 338 9 22 
Priok UENIT ees TERT 214 10 2 
(APGGlO zona eel Oo etd adu eto e s 255 go! 18 2 
Hancock. iae vi ae ue TRUE 142 9 5 
EREE AEE EE eue Pasa A ET 
PAGS sh ew RIEN era a E US 406: 170 7 
TIOIIHOS: aie tcl the ace e p Rea E 338 65 8 
TAWA: areri or EEE rea iesu 726 36 117 
dackBOB ce sx und cna eure va di st . 60 56 4 
Jasper uentos ic dui ie tactic es Sesion 270|. 284 36 
Jelenom oss nad Site CPV Oe pat 174 5 i 
Jones 2 Keawes p tena Ade ] 50| 107 4 
Lawrentë saersi ee eR A NP EAR AE d 246) 48 10 
Leake......... —— — 256! 165 23 
Lowndes............ — À 509! 899 15 
DMIAPtONe 35e buer X PX. pA REG EDS i 154, 36, 6 
Monroe ............ —— Á | 600, 46; 194 
NSShobDa ute Deas EE dd's 188. ST 2 
a Bias reso E A suos rates 1 95 118 9 
NOoxubeecotemetexeex unes ato 394: 190; 81 
E NERONI OMEN 275| — 51| 18 
PontoleG sis ue REESE ws EE AA Ed 1,148! 70, 254 
pain Se ee decere oM 832, n | aes 
COLE ua b Seek. Sue ee ae A4 x curs Se aes 156 199) 
Simpson. ssesesesene MEREEN tate | * 04 1 23| 4 
Tallabate lie cases ER RC EXEA | . 156; "i 37 
Way Oh 111 50 2 
Wilkinson ........ QUEE ed a Ree a ore TEE 17. 20 


118 


OFFICIAL RETURNS-—Oonündél;: ^^! 


“y 
NE ^. 
| Q [ x |B 
D * e. 
s * LA 
“a a Bi 
, COUNTIES.. hl: * ug 
t ©; s z US 
25 É 
. - s C. Hi. 
we | ey 
x ni - MON Y tss * . i : is CoL Tir 


Winston aeaeaei taro. 288 ^ 100 
Yazoo...4 eee eee den E 247) 45 


a, d 
eet f 


> 


. 
` 
os 
* 
* m a 
oe 


$ 


LT REC aa “9,392| 1,409 


On motion of Mr. Yerger, of the Senate, Eno e 

"The vóte for Governor as cóommunieated to.the Saeras of 
State, : with the generalreturns, was,rejected but ordered to 
be force opon the- 4 ournals. . Itis-as follows : p 
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Charles Clark received s,s... cece eoe; eooo.. 16,428 
A.M. West........eeeee eee n n nnns, 4,863 


Reuben Davis............... en nnn nsns 2,009 
Whole number of votes cast....... e ese eee 28,800 
Clark’s majority... . ccc cece cece ee cree een ees 9,556 


The vote being summed up, the Speaker of the House 
announced to the convention-that Charles Clark, having. re- 
ceived a plurality of all the votes cast, is duly and constitu- 
tionally elected. Governor of the State of Mississippi. 

The convention having accomplished the: object of.the 
joint assemblage, the Senate retired, 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled’ Bills have examined 4 bill enti- 
tled “an act to remove the civil disabilities of. Walter Mc- 


` Dougal, a minor," find the same correctly enrolled, and have 


submitted it to the Governor for his approval and signature. 
On motion of Mr. -Lewers, 
The House adjourned, until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 


FRIDAY, Nov. 6, 1863., 


"House met pursuant.to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Neeley. , 
Journal of yesterday read and approved. . 
Messrs. E. Ei. Hicks, of Jefferson, and H, Falcoher; of: Mar- 
shall, presented their credentials and were sworn in as mem- 


pers. of this House. TE 


Leave of, absence was granted Mr. McElroy. 

Call of counties. 

Mr. Fox introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to authorize Thomas N. Doris, Clerk of the Cirovit 


Court of Choctaw county to practice law in the Probate 


Gourt, 

Which was read three several times under a sispengion of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as.stated, `. 

Mr. Bestor pr gsented the petition of Dr. S. M. Hamilton, 


of. Clark eounty, which was .referred to the. committee on 


Claims. 
Also, the petit: on of ‘Reese, Price, of Clark county,. which, 


with accompahying documents, was I eferr edo thé committee 
on Propositions and Grievances. . 
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Mr. Tindall introduced x bill to be entitled 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of William W. 
Br ooks,'a minor, 8: 

Which.avas read twice, under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Liddell moved that the bill be referred to the Judiciary 
committee, which motion was 

On motion of Mr. Eskridge, 

Laid on the table. 

The bül was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

Mr. Tindall introduced a pill to be entitled 

An act to inerease' the salary of the Probate J udge of 1 Mon- 
roe county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of ther ules, 

When, with sundry amendments, it was referred to the 
committee of Ways and Means, with instructions to inquire 
into the expediency of extending the provisions of this’bill 
to all of the Prubate Judges of the State. 

Mr. Cunningham.presented the petition of Wm. H. Smith, 
of Noxubee county, which was'read and referred to the Ju- 
diciary committee. 

Mr. Brown introduced a bill to be entitled ` 

An act to authorize the ‘Clerk of Probate of Winston 
county, and others, to aid.and assist Executors, Administra- 
tors and others to prepare their accounts, pleadings, &c., in 
the Probate Court of Winston county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On motion of Mr. J ohnson, of Wilkinson, 

Referred to the committee on the J udiciary. *. 

Mr. Barnett introduced a bill to be entitled 

An,act for the relief :of destitute families in Yazoo county, 

‘Which was read. twice under a suspension of ‘the rules. 

Mr. Regan. moved the reference of the'bill to'a select eom- 
mittee of three, with- instructions to report a bill authorizing 
and requiring.the several Boards of Police to provide for all 
destitute families of soldiers, in such manner ds: they may 
deem proper, with, authority to borrow money « or issué serip. ' 

Which, on motion of Mr. Lewers, 

Was laid. on the table. 

Mr, Regan offered the- following amendment: 

Amend. by way of additional section— 

Src. —. Beit further enacted, That. thé provisions of this 
bill apply to the county of Claiborne, which 

On motion of ‘Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 7 

Was laid on the table. S 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

The following message was received*from the Senate: 


4 
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Mn. SPEAKER— — ^ 

The Senate refuses:to concur in the joint resolution of the 
House authdrizing the Sergeant-at-Arms to make ar range- 
ments with, the Postmaster for the mailing of public docu- 
ments of the Legislature. 

The President of the Senate has appointed the following 
additional joint standing committees: 


On vue Pryrrenriany—Messrs. Lowry, Luckett and 
Quinn. . 

Ox THE Lunatic Asyrum—Messrs. N eeley, Bowles and 
Mosely. 

Ox THE INSTITUTION FOR THE Brnxp— Messrs. Yerger, 
Lowry and Jordan. 

Ox THE INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DuxE—Messrs. 
Quinn, Mayson and Wilson. 

Ox State LisRARY—Messrs. Wilson, Hamilton anal May- 
son. 

On Pustec Burpines—Messrs. Davis, Griffin and Patton. 

The Speaker announced the following joint standing com- 
mittee : 

Ox SECRETARY or STATE'S Orrice—Messrs. Turley, High, 
Stubbs of Smith, Staples and Daniel. 


The Speaker presented the following-communications, from 
the Auditor of Public Accounts: 


l ÅUDITOR’S OFFICE, 
Columbus, Miss., Nov. 2, 1863. | 
Hon. L. E. Houston, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Srr—I have the honor to transmit herewith my report of 
the receipts and disbursements of the public moneys from the 
4th day of March, 1862, . to 31st day of October 1863, both 
days-inclusive, to be laid before the Legislature. 


os " . , Auprror’s OFFICE, . 
«, . Columbus, Miss., Nov. 6, 1863. 

Hon. L. E. Houston, 

Speaker of ‘the House of Representatives : 


Sir—TI have the honor, through you, to state to the House 
of Repr esentatives that. the information asked for in their 
resolution of yesterday i in reference to “the: number of ,sol- 
diers in'the State and Confederate service," &d., is fully given 
in documents I and L, accompanying my report to the Legis- 
latur e. and is as follows, to-wit: 


e 
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Total tax 1862 levied by aet of. Jan. 3, 1863, for|]. 
support of destitute families of soldiers, less 


* 


credits to collectors..... Mr manatee EMO . - {$356,703 02 
Amount paid into State Treasury on account off .  . 

said tax to lstinst....:..4...... eese. Mat (226,971 67. 
Balance due by collectors.......... EEE theo, 79105 
Less amount overpaid......., ele cesses 14 62 
Total anrount not collected...........-..6. wef} 129,716 73 
Amount distributed to destitute families of sol- 

diers 1st Aug. 1863, on the basis of 63,908} 

volunteers as per. returns received and now on "n. 

file in this office............. DM 198,754 19 ` 
Balance of tax on hand yet to be distributed...|| 28,217 49 


Mr. Thompson moved that the Auditor's report and accom- 
panying documents be referred to the committee of..Ways 
and Means, that 500 copies of.the report and 200 copies of 
the accompanying documents be printed for the,use of this 
House, = x 

Which was adopted.~ 

Mr. Powe introduced' a bill'to be entitled , 

An aet to authorize the State Treasurer to receive from, the 
delinquént Tax Collectors of the several counties in this State; 
the military bonds or notes ‘failing due 1st June 1863 and 
1864, in payment of the amounts due from them on account 
of the military tax of 1861, | 

Wiüeh,was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee of Ways and Means. * ^ - 

Mr. Areher offered the following joint resolution: 

. Resolved, {the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses 
shall assemble in the ‘Representative Hall on to:morrow at 
half.past 11 o’clock, A.'M., for the purpose of electing a State 


printer, i i - 
Which was read once. ota or. 
Mr. Arnold offered the following joint resolution, which, 
the:rules being suspended, was adopted: * ‘ 


Resolved, {the Senate .concurring,) That a committee of 
on the part of the Senate, and five on the part of, the 
House, Be appointed to wait on his Excellency, Gharles:Clark, 
Governor elect, and inform him that hé is duly and constitu- 
tionally elected Governor of the State of Mississippi for the 
term of two years from the third Monday in November 1863. 
i Committee, Messrs. Arnold, Bradford, Hendon, Evans and 
dicks. ` or. : : 

Mr. Watson, from the*Judiciary committee made the fol- 

towing report, which was received and ‘agtéed to: 
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Mir. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary committee, to hou was referred “an act 
entitled an act for the relief of certain Tax Collectors, and for 
other purposes," have had the same under consideration and 
have instructed me to report that they recommend that said 
bill do not pass, the provisions thereof being; in the opinion 
of the committee, in direct conflict with the Constitution of 
the State. 


Mr. Watson, from the same committee, made the following 
report: š 


An. S iud 

The committee to whom was referred the bill entitled an 
act to authorize the Board.of Police of Lowndes county to 
tix the fees of Jailors, with sundry amendments, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
against the passage of the same, and offer in lieu thereof a 
a substitute which they pray may pass. 

The bill acéóompanying said report, entitled 

An act regulating the fees of Jailors in this State in certain 
cases, : 

Was read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Turley, of city of Vicksburg, appeared and was SwOrr 
in, and took liis seat.. 

Mr. Morehead offered the following resolution, which, the 
rules being suspended, was adopted : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That a committee of 
five on the part of.the House, and - on the part of the 
Senate, be appointed, to whom so much -of the Governor’s 
message as refers to the subject of ‘salt, and the reports of 
the various agents appointed **to obtain salt by nüning or 
other wise," are hereby referred for consideration. 

. Committee, Messrs. Mor ehead, Dillard, Mosa Allen ind 
Owen. . 


Mr.*Moore offered the following resolution, which ' was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire-into the present status of the State troops 
in Confederate service paroled at Vicksburg. Whether the 
Confederate government has the right,to discharge‘them -be- 
fore their exchange ; sand if so, whether they arg already dis- 
charged; and if dischar ged, by. the Confederate authorities 
whether ‘they are now in the State service and entitled to 
draw pay until exchanged and discharged, and that the com- 
mittee be instructed to report to this House. 

Mr. Gowan introduced a bill to be,entitled “ 

An act to provide for the payment ef costs in certain crim- 
inal cases therein mentioned, 


* 
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Which was read twice, under a suspension of the ie rules, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. - Q7 uU 
Mr. Tindall introduced a bill to be entitled” i "U E 

An act to revive and amend an act.to'extend the time :for 
the collection of the taxes of the current fiscal year, appr 'oved. 
Dec. 20th, 1861, and for other purposes; .- - 

Which was read twice under à suspension. of the rules,and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Tindall introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to provide assessment rolls for the several counties 
of this State, 

Which -was read thr ee several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Murdock offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Elections be instructed to 
inquire and report whether any member of this House holds 
civil offices uffder the government, of -the Confederate States, 
which are lucrative as contemplated by section 27, ar ticle 3, 
of the Constitution of the State of Mississippi, . 

Which, on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, . 

Was.laid on the table by yeas and nays called for by 3 Messrs. 
Murdock, Carroll and Arnold, as follows: > 

Yuas—Mr. ; ‘Speaker, Messrs. Bradford, - Bestor; Boon, 
Brown, Barnett, Daniel, Dillard,: Dale, Evans, Easter ling, 
Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Gully, Gowan, Gray: 
Hicks, Hooker, ‘Hathorn, Hendon; Isom, Jackson, Johnsdn of 
DeSoto, J ohnson of Tippah, Johnson ‘of Wilkinson, Kirk, 
Liddell, Lowry, Marable, McKay of.Green, McKay of N esho- 
ba, Powe, Pinson, Rucks, Rogers, Seal of Harrison, Seal of 
Hancock, Sütton, ‘Stephens, - Tr aylor, Thompson, Upshàs;, 
Wells and: Wier—47. ^. 

"N AYs—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Barton, Buntin, Clark, Cun- 
ningham, Carroll, Downs, -Deason ‘of J ones, Grace, High, 
Irby, Lott, Lewers, Morehead, Maxwell, Murdock, } McLaurin, 
MoNiél, Owen, Pounds, Pr ewitt; Regan, Robinson; Sessions, 
Tindall, Watsoh and Wy nne—28. ° | 

Mr. Eskr idgë introduced a bill to be entitled. . on 

' Afi act; to encourage enlistments in the-atmy of the Uon- 
federate States, and for other purposes, + 

Which was read twice under a suspension of ‘the rules, and 
referred to the committee-on Militany Affaire. SER 2l 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, UV mt 

Mr. Moore, was added to ‘the committee on Miltary Af. 
faits. `> 
Mr. Rucks introdticed a, bill to be entitled’ : a 

An act to amend the law of divorces and alimony,. . * 

Which was read-twice under suspension’ of the o rules, and 
referred' to thé. Judiciary committee... ^ - ^ 
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"The committee ori Enrolled Bills made the CUIUS report: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled Pills have stained a bill enti- 
tled an act to amend an act incorporating the Mississippi Man- 
ufacturing Company, and find the same correctly enr rolled, 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The Hotse adjourned uhtil to-morrow morning at. 10 
o'clock. 


SATURDAY, November 7, 1863. 


The House met pursuant to.adjournmént. g 
Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Coleman. 

Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Leave of absénce was granted to Mr. McLaurin. 

'The following message was received fróm the Senate: 
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Mr. SPEX&KER— 

The Senate has passed a bill entitled “ An act in relation 
to overseers of public roads running on the boundar y line 
between two or more owners of land.” 

And haye adopted a joint resolution granting leave of Ae 
sence to Hon. Wm. H. Kilpatrick, . 

which the concurrence of the House i is desired. 

"Thé Senate have passed the House bill entitled— 

.* An act to authorize the Board /of Police :of Itawamba 
county to make a certain appropriation ther ein nawed.” -, 

And-have adopted a substitute to the joint resolution: of 
the House in relation to the inerease. 9E the pay of non-com- 
missioned officers ànd privates, 

In which the House is asked to eoncur. ' . 3 

Mr. Barton presented the petition of Wm. H.. om which, 
on his motion; was referred to the Committee: on. Vlatns. 

. On motion. of Mr. Tindall, Messrs. Easterling and Stephens 
were added to the Special Committee raised on: Friday to 
report a bill for the relief of indigent families of soldiers. On 
his further motion, the .name' of Chancellor Dickinson and 
the Rev. Dr. Neely were added to the names. of. the gentle- 
men invited to address the Legislature during the sdssion. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted :- : 3 

Resolved, That the Secretary. of State be wate to fur- 
nish for the use ofthe. House all the State Reports, the .Re- 
vised Code, and allthe Acts of the Legislature.passed since 
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the iocos ofthe Codé,; and all the ordinances. of the: id 
State Convention. 
ru "dias offered the-following resolution, which, was 

adopte eae 

‘Resolved; That: the. Cova be. requested to inform. this 
House whéther an act: entitled. am: “Act to provide for a 
guaranty.by the State of Mississippi of the Bonds of the Oon- 
federate States, ?* passéd and approved. January 3d, 1868; has 
been * published three months previous to the. next. (last) 
regular election in three newspapers of this State” . 

Mr. ‘Watson, from the J udiolaty. Committee, made the fol- 
lowing Reporte m 
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Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary ' Commnittae to whom was referred the bill 
* entitled an act to prov ide for the payiment of costs in cer- 
tain criminal cases” therein mentidned,’ "havé' had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed, me. to. recommend 
that it do not pass. ~ 


Mz. SPEAKER- ., on 

The Judiciary, Committee to whom was seened a pill « en- 
titled an act to authorize the Clerk of Probate, of : Winston 
county. and bthers té aid and.assist executors,.. administr ators 
and others to prepare their accounts, pleadings, &c., id the 
Probate Court of.: Winston county,” -have had the. same un- 
der consideration and recommend that it be not passed ; 
which,.on his motion, was received and agreed to 

Mr: Downs offer. ed. the following . ésolntton; which, was 
adopted: — 

Resolved, That the; Committee of Ways and, Means be in- 
structed to.inquire into the expediency and,propriety of this 
State becoming the agent of the Confederate States Govern- 
mentin the collection and paying. over of. the produce : and 
other taxes, after the pr esent year, and that’ Lr report: by 
bill or otherwise. ç, 

Mr, Rucks -offer ed | the following: ‘iesalution, “which, was 
adopted); ou. 

Resolved, That P gomiaittee of five Ys appointed to is 
into the expediency ofi increasing the salaries of the Goyernor 
and other State officers, and weport to this: house by bil. or 
other wike,- 

The Speaker app ointéd the followiüg committee: : 

Messrs. Rucks, Murdock, ‘Bradford, “Powe and? Fox. | — 

On.motien of Mr. Arnold, Mr. Thompson was added to’ the 
committee on State ‘University. 

On motion of Mrs. Tindall, Messrs.. Stephens and Clark 
were added to the Special, Committee raised, yeay for: re- 
lief of indigent families. ' ; 
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Mr. Stephens offered the following TOSOIIMOR; waich was 
adopted : 

Resolved, "That the committee on Elections be instruotod 
to inquire into the constitutionality of old members holding 
seats in this house from where no elections could be held, and 
report to this house by bill or otherwise. . ' i 

On motion of -Mr. Seal, of Harrison, © --- 

Messrs. Watson and Racks were added, to the: committee 
on- Elections. 

Mr. Fowler: ‘offer a the following Bere unin which was 
adopted 

Resolved, That aie committee on State and Confederate 
relations be requested to institute an investigation as to the 
course of impressment practised by. the agents ofthe Confed- 
erate States and the State of Mississippi, and report, by” bil 
or otherwise, a means of relief for our much injured citi- 
Zens. . 

Mr. Fort offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquireinto the constitutionality of trying crimes 
and misdemeanors in the coubty other than that in which 
they were committed, and to report thereon by bill or other- 
wise. 

' Mr. Liddell offered the’ following resolution which was 
adopted - 

Resolved, That: the Goron be joel to communi- 
cate-to this house, at as early a day as.practicable, the report 
or reports made to him by the Medical Commissioners ap- 
pointed under thé act of J: anuary Ist, 1863. 

Mr. Rodgers, by leave, intr oduced a bill to ‘be entitled an 
act for the relief of the indigent families of soldiers of the. 

county of Tippah. On a motion the constitutional rule was 


F 


suspended.. M dd 
Bill read a second time = its title, iix SEIN 
On motion of Mr. Upshaw, ^ ~ $ 


Referred toa special committee of [ar ain instructions 
to inquire into the destitution and’ netessities of thè- wives, 
widows and children of those counties which are wholly or 
in part outsideithe Confederaté military lines. 

The Speaker appointed as said committee Messrs. Upshaw, 

Prewitt, Rodgers, Bradford, Seal of Harrison, Allen, Bar- 
nett, Fowler, "Hicks and Thompson. 
Mr. Regan, by leave, introduced a bill to be “entitled an 
act to repeal an act to authorize the appointment of two 
Medical Commissioners to especially attend ‘to the “sick and 
wounded soldiers from this State from the Confederaté army, 
and for other purposes, approved January Ist, 1863,” which, 
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on his motion under a suspension of the yar "was read a se ` 
cond time by its title, and,. 

‘On motion of Mr. Liddell, 

.Was made the special or der for Wednesday next.. a 

: Mr. Arnold, by leave, introduced a bill to be ,“ ‘entitled: an: 
act to repeal the law’ exempting ‘members of the Legislatire 
from military'duty," which, on his motion under a suspension, 
of the rules, was read three several times and- passed. . 

Ordered tliat title stand as stated. 

Mr. Eskridge, by leave, introduced a bill to be á entitled 
an aot to répeal an act entitled an act to annex. a part of Tal- 
lahatchie county to the county of Sunflower,” and for other 
purposes. On his motion the’ constitutional: rule. ‘was sus- 
pended, the bill read a second time by its title, and on his fur- 
ther motion referred to the committee on county pounds 
ries. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

Messrs. Clark and Eskr idge were E to ius E 
Committee raised yesterday to pr ovide for the relief-of indi- 
gent families of soldiers. — `> . 

Mr. Gowan, by leave; introduced a bill to be “ entitled an 
act to increase the per diem allowance of clerks and inspect- 
ors of elections. On his motion the constitutional rule was 
suspended; the bill read the second time by its title; and, 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 

Was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Murdock gave notice that on Monday he would intro- 
duce a bill to inoor porate the Southern College of Medicine 
and ci ; 

Mr. tucks, by Jeavé, intr oduged a bill to be * entitled an 
act to remove the ciyil disabilities of William Rice-Hooker ;? 
and on his motion the constitutional rule was suspended, the 
bill read three Several times forth with, and pássed with title 
as stated. " 

Mr. Gowan offered thie following pesolanion, which was 
adopted : 

‘Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be in- 
structéd to: ‘fhquire into the expediency and ‘constitutionality 
of a law to provide for the reduction of the present exorbi- 
tant prices of salt, cotton cards, other articles of.prime ńe- 
cessity and the necessaries of life, punishment of extoriaoners, 
and to report by bill or otherwise. . 

r. Fowler movéd*to lay the regolution on the table, vid 
was lost by, ayes, and nays called for’ by Messrs. Gowan, Bar- 
ton and» Seal of Harrison. 

, Aves—Messrs. Buntin, Barnett, Dale, Fowler, Isom, Owen, 
Taylor and Thompson—8. 
Navs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Brad- 
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ford, Bestor, Boone, Barton, Brown, Clark, Carrall, Deason 
of Copiah, Downs, Deason of Jones, Daniel,. Dillard, Evans, 
Easterling, Eskridge, Fox, Fort, Gully, Grace, Gowan, Gray, 
Hooker, Hathorne, High, Hudson, Irby, Jackson, Johnson 
of De Soto, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, - 
Liddell, Lowry, Lewers, Moore, Marable, Maxwell, Murdock, 
McKay of Green, McKay-of Neshoba, McNeil, ‘Pounds, 
Powe, Prewitt, Regan, Rodgers, Robinson, Seal of Harrison,, 
Seal of Hancock, Sessions, Sutton; Stubbs of Smith, Tindall, 
Upsbaw,3W ells, Wier, Watson and Wynne—63. 

On motion of Mr. Gowan his resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Lewers, by leave introduced a bill-to be “ entitled an 
act to change the rule of practice in the Circuit, Chancery, 
Probate and other courts for this State.” On his motion thé 
constitutional rule was suspended, bill réad a second time by 
its title, and, on his further motion, the bill was referred to 
the committee on Judiciary. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Tindall, Upshaw 
and Carroll. 

On motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison, i 
"'The House adjourned until Monday morning, at’ 10 
o'clock. i 
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MONDAY, November 9, 1863. 


House met pursuant to adjournment, 

;Prayen by vhe Rev. Dr. Sears. , ED" » 

Journalóf Saturday read and approved. *  .  , 

Messrs. J. B. Ross, of Hinds, Buntin, Yandell, of Yazoo, 
and J. G. L. McGehee, of Pike, appeared, presented their 
credentials, and were sworn in as members of the House. 

The Speaker presented the following communication:  , 


OFFICE SECRETARY dF STATE, | 
à Columbus, ‘Nov. 9th, 1863. l 
Hon. L. E. Houston, . Ex , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Srr—I have the honor, through you, to say in reply te. the 
resolution of the House of Representatives, adopted on the 
7th inst, requesting to be furnished with “copies of State 
Reports, Revised Code, acts of the Legislature passed since 
the adoption of the Cade, and the Ordinances of thé. late 
State Convention," that I have in my office.at this place none 
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of the documents designated, except a. few copies of: the'acts 
of the last regular session of the M which. E this 
dáy send to the House. 

Also, a communication from Messr s. Cooper E Kimball 
State Printers, which,  : r 2 
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On motion of Mrz Johnson, of. DeSoto, AEN MT 

Was referred to a select committee of three. 

The Speaker appointed as said committee Messrs. J ohrison, 
-of DeSoto, Falconer and Eskridge; : 

Mr. Wells presented the petition of A. "W. Herring aud 
‘other citizens of Attala' county, which,” 

‘On his motion, ` DNOS ; 

Was referred: to the committee of Ways aiid Means. 

The following message was received from the Senate: : 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate haye adopted the followiig joint resolution, i in 
which the House is asked to concur » 

Resolved, (the House coneurring;)' That a joint select com- 
‘mittee be: appointed, ‘consisting ‘of five'meinbers on the part 
‘of the Senate, and ——— on the part of House, whose duty 
it shall be to inquire into the expediency of giving further 
relief by law, to the. indigent or needy fami: des of : sodliers, 
and also to the like families of deceased soldiers, and to re- 
port by bill-ór otherwise ‘at as eatly a day as practicable. 

Messrs. Terry, Drake, Quinn, Mosely and! SONA are the 
Senate committee. i 

Blank was filled with 10 m resolution: sonourred’: in. 

The Senate have passed House bill entitled an act regulatin g 
the fees of Jailors in certain cases, with an amendment there- 
to, in which the House 1s asked to goriour. 

The amendment was concurred in: 

The Senate have concurred in the “Joint resolution of the 
‘House providing for ‘a joint Select. committee to wait on the 
Governor elect and ihform him of his election, and'have ap- 
pointed as.said committee on the part of-the Senáté, Messrs. 
‘Oliver, Moore dud Wilson, the blank i ii the resolution having 
been filled with three. . "e 088 7, 

And have also adopted joint resélution’ of the-House pro- 
viding;for a joint select 'committee to considerthe Governor’s 
message in relation to salt, ‘and: “have filled the blank in-the 
same with the number fve. Messrs. Greer, Moore, Griffin, 
Mosely, Loper and Yergerthave been appointed as said com- , 
mittes on the part of the Senate. Bi 

The Senate have passed a joint resolution entitled ‘joint 
resolution confer ring certain powers: on the Governor," in 
which the concurrence of the House is desired. 

On motion of Mr. Morehead, ` OE 

Messrs. ‘Seal, of- Harrison, ‘and Murdock were added to the 
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joint select committee to whom so much of the Governor's 
message as refers to the subject of salt, and the reports of the 
various agents appointed to obtain salt: by: mining or other: 
wise, was sreferred. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of, Augustus H. 
Ware, a minor, > i 

And on his motion, 

The constitutional rule was suspended, the .bill read three 
several times forthwith, and passed with title as stated. 

Mr. Murdock introduced a bill to be entitled — . 

An act to enable the counties of Lowndes, Oktibbeha, 
Noxubee, and the city of Columbus, to sell and. dispose of 
Railroad stock. 

On his motion, 

The constitutional rule was suspended, the bill read twice, 
and referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Houston: introduced a bill to be entitled 
. An act to amend. an act to incorporate the Bank of Jackson 
and other Banks; which, 

On his motion, . 

Was read three several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Rucks. presented claim of boy Charles, which, 

On his motion, 

Was referred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Fowler introduced a bill entitled 
. An act for the relief of George R. Fall, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read twice under.a suspension of the ryles, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Claims. 
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Mr. Fowler introduced a bill entitled n : 
. An act, to change the, name, of Walter Mosonhimer to Wal- 
ter Mason, ; 


. And on: his motion,. 
. The rule was suspended, the bill read three several times 
forthwith, and passed with title as stated. ys 

Mr. Regan called up Senate messages. 

On motion of Mr. Gowan, . + 

The Housé concurred in Senate substitute for House reso- 
lution in 'régard to the pay e soldiers in the Confederate 

arm 

uds bill entitled an act to oom adi Railroads td keep lights, 
fire and water on their cars, was taken up, and: 

On motion of Mr. Houstón, 

The rule being suspended, was read twice and. vier red to 
‘the committee on,Propositions arid Grievances. ` o 


The following message was received. from.the.Senate: - 
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MR. M ; t 

'The Senate has adopted the following. resolution, ` in n which 
the concurrence of the House is desired: . 

.Jéesolved, (the. House concurring), That, the twa Houses 
meet in joint convention on ‘Tuesday, ‘the 10th, November, 
1863, at 12 o'clock, for the purpose of electing one elias 
of the decisions. of the. High Court: of*Errors and: Appeals; a 

tate Printer, a Superintendent and Clerk of the Peniten- 
tiary, and a Keeper of the: : Capitol. | Es 

The Senate has. oneurred i in the House resolution appoint. 
ing Thursday, 12th day of- November, 1863, at 12 0 ‘clock, fox 
the election of Confederate Senator.. . 

A Senate bill entitled an:act to increase “the salary “of the 
Probate J udge of: Lauderdale ' county, Was; i; ,. 

On motion of Mr, Grace, , E 

The rules being suspended, read second time, and., aie 

, On motion of .Mr. Bradford, E 

.- Was referred to the committee of Ways and. Means. "Gps 

Senate bill entitled "an act in relation to the overseers, .of 
public roads running:on the boundary, line between two .or 
more owners of.land," . "ue e socio» 

. On motion of. Mr. Hicks, 

Was read thr ee several times, and pessed. ' with: title. 38 
stated. ` 

Senate joint resolution granting? leave of absence. to: the 
Hon.-W m. H Kilpatrick, 2 o c vira d 

. sOn:motion of Mr, Houston; -. -> . LEE" 

Was concurred in. i : : 

"The Senate joint resolution. appointing a. joint idle came 
mitteé in relation to indigent families of soldiers, was. 

. On motion of. Mr. Ste phens, — e l Hur 

Goncurred in, and the qud filled with tent. : 

+ The Chair appointed the-following g «entlemen as said com- 
mittee on the part of the House: Messrs. Watson, , Bestor, 
Tindall, Gully, Johnson of DeSoto, zed ohnson of. Wi 
kinson, High, Brown and.Lott. .— * 

-Op motion tof Mr.Fox, . 

The Senate amendment to the House bill entitled an act to 
hé.entitled an act, regulating the fees of. dolore in. certain 
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cases, was concurred in. — 

On: motion of, Mr. Gowan, 

; The, Senate joint reselution conferring certain powers. on 
PI Governor, was -conctrred:in. ; 
4, Mr. Hicks moved to.concur in Senate j joint resolution ap- 
poifiting Tuesday, 10th day N oveimber, 1868, .12 o'clock,’ AM 
for the election of certain officers therein named,, . 

Mr: Yandell moved to strike aus ut Keeper and Clerk of Pen- 
itentiary, UE Cus F 
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Mr. Moore moved to lay the resolutions and ` amendments 
on thé table, l i 2: UN 

Whieh was adopted. . Tous 

House bill entitled an act: ot supplementary to an act betterto 
provide for the families of our soldier 8j appre oved. J a. 8, 
1868, was read: tlie second time. 

Mr. Stephens called up the special order of: the- day, v viz: : 
Fhe Governor's message. . 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of’ DeSoto,” a4 eee 

So much of the Governor's message ‘as relates tothe Pini. 
tentiary was referred -to the committee ‘On the Penitentiary, 

On motion of Mr. Regan, I 

' So muchas relates to the Lunatie Asylum, and to the Tn- 
stitutions for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind; was referred to 
the joint standing committee on said Institittions, M 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 2 

So much of the Governor's messa&e"as- heats to “the I im- 
pressment of Horses, was referred to the committee on State 
and Confederate Relations. 

On ‘motion’ of Mr. J ohnson, of Deserve: tod 

So much of the Governor's message as relates to the Ord. 
nance Department, Quartermaster General's Department. and 
Adjutant General's Department, was referred to the commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

On' motion of Mr. Irby, Rem es i j 

So much of the Governor's message ‘as relates. to the | re- 
moval of negroes was referred to the- cofimittee on Military 
^ Affairs. 

On motion of. Mr. Stephens, 2E E | 

So much of the Governor's message 4s. fdlates to: Money, 
and the salaries of State ‘officers, was referred to- the cortimit- 
tee of Ways and Means. m 

` And so much as relates to Wives, Widows ind Childvén of 
Soldiers, was referred to the select committee heretofore 
raised oti" that subject. ANM 21 l 

Mr. Murdock introduced a bill entitled © +. : 

An act ‘to incorpor ate the Southern College of’ “Medidine 
and Surgerv. ^ a 

Which was read twiee under a suspension of the rule, and 
referred to the committee on Educatioh:: 

Mr. Rodgers moved that the Clerk be instructed 7 sedia 
the returtr from the Senate of the billto be entitled-an nct to 
repeal the law exempting the-memibers of the Legiskitüfe 
from military’ düty, and a reconsideration of then vòte y which 
said bill: passed this House,’ EE $ 

Pending which, Wu uS rae He, Ae NT quo. 

On motion of Mr: Barton, oe CA IM "E NET i 


The House sdjourned till:3 o'elock, P. M, 


s 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to ‘adjournment. 

The question pending on adjournment,:to-wit: the motion 
of Mr. Rogers, was taken up and adopted. 

The following : message was received from the Senate : 

Mr. SrEAKER— 

By instruction of the Senate I heréwith return to the House 
of Representatives the House ‘bill entitled an act to repeal 
the law exempting the members of. the Legislature from mili- 
tary duty, in accordance with the requer made this day of 
the Senate by the House. 

The vote by which the bill entitled an act to repeal the laws 
exempting the members of the Legislature from military duty 
was passed, was reconsidered. 

The vote by which the bill was read the third time was re- 
considered.. 

Mr. Bradford offered the following amendment, by jddie 
b section: one: 

- Provided, That the members of the Legislature shall be 
exempt from military duty during any regular or called ses- 
sion thereof, and for twenty days before the meeting and. - 
twenty days after the adjournment of each session. E 

On motion of M$. Rogers, . 

The bill and amendment wete laid on the table. 

Mr. Grace gave notice that he would. on to-morrow or. some 
future day introduce a bill to be entitled — . 

An act to amend an act to prohibit the distillation of spirits . 


` from corn, rye, or other gran, approved January 3d, 1863. 


Mr. Morehead introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act better to provide for the families of soldiers, amend- 
atory to an act approyed January 3, 1863, . 

Which was read twice mder a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the joint select committee on Indigent Families. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. +- - AE 
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TUESDAY, November 10,1803. | 


The House met pursuant'to adjournment. 
Prayer by the-Rev. Dr. Lyon. 
The jotirnal of yester day was read and approved. 
s of absence was granted: Mr. Pounds. 
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Mr. Robinson presented a communieation from Jarvis Seal, 
which was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Bestor from the committee on Education made the fol- 
lowing report, which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred an act 
to authorize the Board Of Police of the county of Itawamba 
to borrow money from the school fund, have had the same un- 
der consideration and have instructed me to report it back to 
the House, and recommended that it do pass. 

The bill accompanying the report was, 

On motion of Mr. Downs, 

Read the third time. 

Messrs. Bradford, Barton aud . Maxwell called for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill and the bill was passed, 
the title standing as stated: 


Y gAs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Bestor, 
Boon, Barton; Brown, Buntin, Clark, Deason of Copiah, 
Downs, Deason of Jones, Daniel, Dillard, Dale, Evans, Esk- 
ridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Gully, Graves, Gowan, 
Gray, Hooker, Hendon, Isom, Jackson, Johnson of DeSoto, 
Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, Liddell, 
Lott, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Moore, Marable, Morehead, 
Murdock, MeKay of Green, McKay of Néshoba, McGehee, 
McNeil, Owen, Pope, Powe, Pinson, Prewitt, Regan, Rod- 
gers, Ross, Robinson, Seal of Harrison, Seal -of ‘Hancock, 
Sessions, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, T Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Tindall, Turley; Upshaw, Wells, Wier, Watson, Wynne 
and Yandell—72. 

Navs—Messrs. Bradford, Barnett, Eastet tling, Hicks, irby 
and Maxwell—6. 


The following message was received jon the Senate: ; 
Mr. SPEAKER—  - 


The Senate have passed the following entitled bills, in 
which the concurrencé of the House is desired, to-wit: — 
A.hil entitled an act for the recovery of personal prop- 
erty wrongfully taken or detained. 
Än act-to incorporate the Alabama and Mississippi Rivers 
Railroad Company. 
An act for the relief of G. S. McMillan, District Attorney 
"for the 2d Judicial District of the State of Mississippi. 
An act to extend the time for the assessment of taxes in 
certain counties threin named. E l 
Also, the following joint resolution : j : 
Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the rules in rela- 
tion to joint standing committees be mended by the addi. 
tion of another on Agriculture and Mechanics. 
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The Senate have passed House bill entitled an act to remove 
the civil disabilities. of Wm. Rice Hooker. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, offered the following joint:resolution, 
which, the rules. being suspended, was adopted : 

Resolved, (the Senate Medi D That à committee of 
five on the part of the House, and on the part of the 
Senate, be appointed, for the purpose of compiling the Con- 
stitution of the State of Mississippi, together with the various 
amendments made by the Legislature and.the State Conven- 
tion; said compilation when completed to, be published in the 
printed acts of this session, together with the Constitution of 
the Confederate States. 

The following is the committee on the part of the House: 

Messrs. Seal, of Harrison, Alcorn, Watson, Hicks and 
Rueks. 

Mr. Grace introduced: a bill to be entitled 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to prevent the dis- 
‘tillation of spirits from corn, rye, or other grains, or molasses 
and sugar, approved January 3d, 1863, 

Which was read twice under suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Tindall.gave notice that he would on to-morrow, or 
some future day, introduce a bill to be entitled 

An act to repeal an act to prevent the distillation of grain 
‘and other substances, and for other purposes. 

: Mr. Boon offered the following resolution, whick was 
adopted : 

‘Resolved. That the inui on Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of exempting from 
taxation all slaves who have been taken off by the Yankees 

since the first day of May last, and report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. Rogers introduced a bill to, be entitled 
" An act £o repealan act prohibiting the distillation of spirits, 

C^ 

Which was read twice, under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred te the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Seal, of Hancock, offered the falling resolution, 
which, the rules being suspended, was adopted.: 

Resolied, (the Senate concurring,) That. our Senators be 
instructed, and Representativ es in Congress be requested, to 
take into consideration the pr acticability of using hegro men 
in-the Confederate service as teamsters, nurses "and pioneer 
corps. Et a 

On:motion of Mr. Tindall, 

Mr. Yandel was added to the committee of Ways and. 
: Means. 

Mr. Irby introduced: a bill entitled 
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An act to repeal certain clauses of amact entitled an act to 
authorize the impressment of slaves and other personal prop- 
erty for military purposes, approved January.3, 1863, 

Was read three several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Rucks, from a select committee, made the following: 
report, accompanied by a bill: e o 
MR. SPEAKER— | l 
. The committee appointed to inquire into the expedieney of 
increasing the salaries of the Governor and other State offi-’ 
cers, and report by bill or otherwise, would respeetfully 
report that in their opinion the salaries of the State efficers. 
should be increased, as, owing to the enhanced price of every 
necessity of life, the sums at what they are now fixed by law 
are totally inadequate to their support. These officers are 
compelled to reside at the seat of Government, wherever the- 
same may be located, as the duties of their offices require 
their constant attendance. Your committee herewith report 
a bill fixing the sums to which, in their opinion, the respective- 
salaries should be increased. 

On motion, — i 

The report was received aņd the bill read once. 

Mr. Dale moved that the report be agreed to, 

Which was lost. 2 

Mr. Lewers offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate coneurring,) That the Senators in 
the Contederate States Congress from this State be instructed,, 
and the Representatives from the different districts be re- . 
quested, to urge before Congress the passage of an act 
requiring the appointment of an agent or agents on the part 
of the Confederate States to visit the different portions of the: 
State of Mississippi for thé purpose of auditing and adjusting 
and paying off certifieates and receipts given persons therein 
for provisions and other property impressed and used by or- 
der of Confederate States officers. . . 

Mr. Rodgers offered the following amendment: 

Insert after ‘the words “property impressed" the wards: 
“cotton burned;” which, 

On motion of Mr. Stephens, 

Was laid on thetable. | 

The vote was then taken on the passage of the resolution 
and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Deason, of Copiah, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to authorize and regulate the voting of elections of 
the State while in the military service of the State or Confed- | 
erate States, "EE. a 

Which was-read twice under a suspension of the rules, and. ° 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. s 
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Mr. Dillard. introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to procure cotton and weol cards for the indigent 
‘families of soldiers and the citizens of the State,- - 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

"On motion of Mr. Fox,- EE * 

Referred to the committee of the whole House. ' 

On motion of Mr. Rodgers, | -> 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The question pending on adjournment, to-wit: The consid- 
eration in committee of the Whole of the bill to be entitled 
an act to procure cotton and wool cards for the indigent fami- 
lies of soldiers and the citizens of the State. 

The Speaker called Mr. Seal, of Harrison, to the Chair. 

After sometime spent in committee of the Whole, 

The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House 
with the recommendation that it do not pass. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, ' 

The report of the committee of the Whole was received. 

- Ori motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The bill was referred to a select committee of five. 

The Speaker appointed as said committee “Messrs. Dillard, 
Seal of Harrison, Bestor, Yandell and Hicks. 

Mr. Upshaw obtained leave of absence for the evening on 
business of the Military committee. ; 

' Mr. Dale-offered the following resolution : 

Lesotved; That a committee'of three be appointed to wait 
on Maj. Gen. Gholson and tender him the use of this House 
to deliver an address on to-morrow evening at 7 o'clock. 

Committee, Messrs. Dale, Yandell and Eskridge. 

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to provide an assistant to the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral of this State, os i 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Eskridge offered the following amendment: : 

Provided, Said assistant or clerk shall not be under forty- 
five years of age; 2 

Which was,adopted. ` i 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, . 3 

The bill and amendments were referred. to the Military 
committee. 2 7 S 

On motion of Mr. Gowang , , 

, The joint resolution of the Senate in felationsto the election 
of Reporter of the decisions of the High Court of Errors 
and:Appeals, State Printer, &c., was called from the table. 
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Mr. Gowan offered the following amendment : 

Strike. out “Tuesday, the 10th," and insert “Wednesday, 
the lith," ^". 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Moore moved to strike out VOD DONE 2nd Clerk 
of the Penitentiary and Keeper of the Capitol." 

Mr. Regan called for a division of the question, 

The vote was first taken on striking out “Keeper and Clerk 
of the Penitentiary,” 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Irby, 

The resolution as amended was concurred in. 

The following message was received from the Governor 
through his private Secretar y, Col. J. H. Rives: 


I am directed by his Excellency, the Governor, to deliver 
to you the following message in writing : 


EXEcutIve OFFICE, 
Columbus, Miss., Nov. 10, 1862. | 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives -. 

In response to your resolution requesting to be informed. 
whether an act entitled an act to provide for a guaranty by 
the State of Mississippi of the ‘bonds of the. Confederate 
States, passed and approved January 3d, 1868, has been pub- 
lished three months previous to the next regular election, in 
three newspapers of this State. 

I have to state that about the last of A une, I directed my 

then private Secretary to send a copy of the act to three edi: 
tors of newspapers of this State, to publish the same for 
three months. This is my recollection of the matter.— 
Whether the subject was neglected, or if the letters were 
mailed and lost in the then disturbed state of' transportation, 
I ani not able to state. When my attention was called to the 
fact that it did not appear in the papers, it was too late, as 
there was not then three months (the time prescribed) until 
the election. I can only express my regret and the hope that 
no irreparable evil will result from the failure to publish -the 
act. 

I herewith send you the report of Dr. A. C. Holt, from 
Cartersville, Ga., where he was giving his attention to the 
sick and wounded Mississippi soldiers. 

Dr. E. M. Blackburne, the other commissioner, w was in my 
ofüce'a few days since, and reported verbally that he had 
rendered all the aid in his power to our sick and wounded on 
the Held and in.the Hóspitals about Chattanooga. 


J on J. PETTUS. 
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, CARTERSVILLE, Ga.; Oct. 28, 1863. 
Gov. J. J. Pettus: 

Srr—Shortly after the date of the lást report Thad the 
honor to make to you, the army of Virginia made thë move- 
ment into Pennsylvania. ‘Failing to procure a horse I was 
unable to follow the army, and passed the summer in visiting 
the various Hospitals. 

‘When Longstreet’s corps came -to this ar my ‘I followed it, 
and have been engaged since the. battle of Chickamauga in 
rendering all the aid in my power to the wounded of that 
battle. After the field Amnfirmaries were broken up, I took a 

„tour among the Hospitals in this Department, and take pleas- 
ure in stating that I found them generally well managed -and 
the patients well cared. for. L shall remain with this army 
until the present campaign ïs closed, 

The following. message was received from the Senate:, 

Mn. SPEAKER— 

The Senate has adopted the following’ joint resolution, i in 
which the concurrence of the House.is « desired: 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That having learned 
that Major General Gholson has arrived in this city, he is id 
vited and requested to address this Legislatur e, inthe Repre- 
sentative Hall, to-morrow evéning at 7 o’clock, and that.the 
Secretary communicate a copy gh “this ‘resolution to Gener al 
*Gholson. 

On motion of Mr. J ohnson, . 

The Senate message just received was taken up and-the 
joint resolution concurred in. 

Mr, Tindall offered the following saint ‘resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee’ on the Penitentiary be in- 
structed to inquire into the present condition of that institu- 
tion, and what disposition should be made of the convicts 
now in the jails of the several countiessof this State, and re- 
port to this House. 

The committee on Enrolled Billssàadé he following report: 
Mx. SPEAKER— 

"The committee on Enrolled Bills hays examined bills of the 
following titles, find the same corréctly enrolled and have sub- 
mitted them to the Governor fof his appr ‘oval and signature: 

" An ict to amend an act incorporating the Mississippi Man- 
ufacturing company.: 

An act régulating;the ns of Jailors in certain- cases. 

Ai act to remove the civil. disabilities of William’ Rice 
Hooker. 

An act to authorize the ‘Board af Police of Itawamba 
county, to make an appropriation out. of the county. treasury 
‘to pay the tax assessor for taking the nümber ef ehildren be- 
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tween six and.eighteen years, in order to an equal dividend of 
that portion of the sehool fund appropriated to be laid out 
annually for the use of common schools. 

On motion df Mr. Fowler, 

The House ‘adjourned until to-morrow moming at 10 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, Nov: 11, 1863. 


House met pursuant to adjournment: 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Stainback. 

Journal of yesterday read and approved. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Pounds until next 
Monday. 

Mr. S. S. Montgomery, Representative elect from the 
county of Franklin, presented his credentials and was sworn 
jo as a member of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Tindall, 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Upshaw, chairman of 
the Military committee. - 

The following communication was received from Messrs. 
Cooper & Kimball, Public Printers: 


OFFICE MISSISSIPPIAN .EXTRA, l 
Columbus, Nov. 7, 1863. a 
Hon. L. E. Houston, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: » 

Str—I have the honor to state, for the information of the 
House of Representatives, that arrangements have been made 
by the undersigned, State Printers, with ‘the Southern Re- 
publie office of this city for the printing of bills'and such 
other light work as the convenience of the Legislature may 
require. Heavy jobs'are sent to our office in Selma. Those 
requiring a great number of copies are also sent there. | Hav- 
ing only hand-presses here, and a limited supply of matérial 
and help, large jobs are forwarded by Express, exetuted and 
sent back in less time than it would take to do them here. In 
fact, with ourfacilities at this place we cannot execute 
heavy jobs at all, as there is not matérial enough. At Selma 
we have three power presses running by steam, and shall use 
every effort to execute the work or dered by the Lsginissuro 
with the least possible delay. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 
Mz. SPrAKER— 

The Senate have passed a bill entitled **àn' act to provide 
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for the examination of the offices of the Auditor of Public 
Accounts and State Treasurer. `+ 

And have adopted a joint resolution entitled “joint: ‘resolu- 
tion for defraying certain expenses." 

The Senate has adopted the following resolution, in which: 
the coneurrence.of the House is desired: 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That a committee of 
' three on the part of the Senate, and on the part of 

the House, be appointed, whose duty it shall be to examine 
the aets of the Legislaturé since the year 1857, and the ordi- 
nances of the Convention, .and ascertain. what amendments 
have been made to the Constitution of the State, and have 
the same annexed to the Constitution and published with all 
future acts of the Legislature. 

The President has appointed as said committes on the part 
of the Senate, the following named Senators; Messrs. Ham- 
_ilton, Mayson and Davis. 

The Senate have passed the following entitled House bills.: 

Án act to amend an act to incorporate the Bank of Jack- 
son and other Banks. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Wm. W. Brooks, 
a minor. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of. Aügustus H. 
Ware, with an amendment to the bill and an amendment to 
the title thereof. z 

The Senate have concurréd in House amendment to Senate 
resolution in relatian to the election of a State: Printer, State 
Reporter, Keeper of the Capitol, &c. - 

The Speaker presented the report ofthe State Treasurer, 
which was read. [See Appendix.] 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

: The report was referred to the committee of "Ways and 
Means, and 500 copies ordered to be printed for: the use of 

this House. 

Call of counties. 

Mr. Bestor presented the petition. of Wm. s. "Pride, ZL à 
citizen of Clark county, which, 

On his.motion, ` s 

With the accompanying documents, . was referred’ to. the 
committee on State and Confederate Relations. 

Mr, Seal, of Hancock, intr6duced ‘a bill to be entitled, 2s 

Axi aet to pay the clerks; -inspectors ad returning officers 
of Elections, and to inerease'the per ‘diem of members of the 
Board of Police. of Hancock county, 

"Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, 

Mr. J phnson, of Wilkinson, moyed the reference of the bill 
to the committee, óf Ways aud Means, r, NIME 

.. Which motion ~ was Jost., AN 
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Mr. Arnold presented thé memorial of W. C. Tucker, a 
eitizen of Lowndes county, asking ssl M of a law au- 


thorizing him to sell wine, manufacture y him, i the bot 
tle, which, 
On motion of Mr. Hicks, . . ‘ 


ances. 

Mr. Fort introduced a bill to` be.entitled 

An act to establish the mutilated or destroyed récords or 
deeds, and other instruments, in Marshall county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Eskridge, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee with NT to 
report a general bill on the same subject. 

Mr. Gowan introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act amendatory of an act entitled an act to appr opriate 
fines, forfeitures, licenses and moneys arising from the sale of 
estrays and runaway slaves in Jones county, approved. Dec. 
4, 1861, and to extend the provisions of the same to the 
county of Simpson. 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, t 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

‘Mr. Barnett introduced a bill to be entitled 

An aet for the relief of Administrators, Guar dians, Tr us- 
tees, &ce:, in certain cases, 

Which was'read twice tinder a suspension of the rules, and 

On his motion, . * 

Referred to the Judiciary UT 

Mr. Watson, from the Judiciary committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: : i 
Mr. SPEAKER— E 


Was referred to the committee on Pr opositions and. Griev- 


The J udiciary Committee to woo was referred’ a.- bill 
entitled “an act to enforce the collection laws of this State,” 
' have had the same under consideration, and have. instructed 
me to reeommend that it be not passed. 

And moved that the report be received and agreed to. 

. Mr. Eskridge called for a division of the question. 

The report was received. : 

Mr. Rogers moved to lay the bill on the-table, whieh was 
decided in the negative by yeasand nays called for by Messrs. 
Eskridge, Yandell and Tindall,:as. follows, viz: 


YxAs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barton, Brówn, Clark, Cun- 
ningham, Deason of Copiah, Deason of Jones, Easteiling, 
Gully, Hooker, ‘Hathorn; J ackson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, 
Lowry, Moore, Marable, Morehead; Montgomery, McKay of 
Green, McKay of Noot McLaurin, McGehee, MeNiel, 
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Owen, Powe, Pinson, Rogers, Robinson, Seal of. Harrison, 
Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Wells and Wier—34. 

N AYS—Messrs. Ar cher; Aleorn,.Allen, Arnold, Bradford, 
Bestor, Boon, Buntin, Barnett, Carroll, Downs, Dillard, 
Evans, Eskridge, Fowler, Fox; Falconer, Grace, Gowan, Gray, 
Hicks, High, Hendon, Isom, Irby, Johnson of "DeSoto, John- 
son of Wilkinson, Liddell, ‘Lott, Lewers, Minter, Maxwell, 
Murdock, Prewitt, Regan, Ruéks, Ross, Sessions, Stephens, 
Turley, Taylor, Thompson, ee Watson, Wynne and 
Yandell—46. 


Mr. Eskridge moved to lay the bill on the ‘table and print 
100 copies, 

Which motion was lost. : 

Mr..Aleorn moved that the House i to the report. 

Pending which, 

The House took a.recess-of five minütes to the end that 
the two Houses go into joint convention for the purpose- of 
. electing a Reporter of the -decisions of the High Court of 
Errors and Appeals, &e. ..« . 

Recess having. expired, the House was called to order. - 

The Senate being announced, entered and took the seats 
assigned to them. 

The President of the Bite explained the Once of the 
joint convention.: id 

Mr. Luckett, of the Senate, moved that thé ons entidh pro- 
ceed to the election of Reporter of the decisions of the High 
Court of Errors and Appeals by ballot. - 

The President appointed Messrs. Luckett of the Senate, 
arid Seal, of Harrison, of the House, tellers. 

Mr. Lowry, of the Senate, nominated A. Y. Harper, of 
Rankin. 

Mr. Eskridge of. the House, nominated J. A George, of 
Carroll. 

. On summing up the votes it appeared that: 


A. Y. Harper received: ...........0- 69- votes. 
J. Z. George , **  ......«:...*...40 votes. 
Whole number of votes cast........ 110 

` Necessary to a choice. ....... | ae 


"Mr. A. Y. Harper having receivéd a majority of all the 
votes cast ‘was declared tb be duly and constitutionally elected, 
to the office of Reporter of the decisions of the High Court 
of Efrots and Appeals for the term prescribed by law. 

The joint convention then proceeded to the election of State 
Printer. 

Mr. Yerger, of the dun nominated’ Massrs. Cooper & 
Kimball. 
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Mr. Patton, of the Senaté, nominated Messrs. J. J. Shan- 
nón & Co. : So oM 
Mr. Murdock, of the House, nominated Mr. J. D. Williams. 
On summing up the votes it appeared that 
Ccoper & Kimball received..........42 votes, ' 
J. J. Shannon & Co. -“  ,.........62 votes. 


J. D. Williams S0 eese T Votes, 
Whole number of votes cast. . ...... 111 
Necessary to a choice. ....... «eere 56 


Messrs. J. J. Shannon & Co., having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, were declared duly elected Public Printers 
for the term prescribed by ‘law. 

The convention then proceeded. to the election of Keeper 
of the Capitol and Librarian. 

Mr. Ross, of the House, nominated Charles Clayland. 

Mr. Irby, of the House, nominated DeWitt Clinton. 

Mr. Tindall, of the House, nominated Wm. Myatt. 

Mr. Jordan, of the Senate, nominated Jno. F. Dunlap. 

Mr. Yerger, of the Senate, nominated Wm. J: Brown, Jr. 

On summing up the votes it appeared that 


Charles Clayland received........... 25 votes. 
DeWitt Clinton E n 54 votes. 
Wm. Myatt pad cada e... ll votes. 

Jno. F. Dunlap . “  ...........13 votes. 

Mr. Taylor 9. Or er ESA 3 votes. 
Wm. J. Brown, Jr. *  ........... 2 votes. 
Whole number of votes cast........ 108 j 
Necessary to a choice...........4 re. 55 


Neither candidate having received a majority of all the 
votes cast, there was no election. ' 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, ; 

DeWitt Clinton, of Panola, was declared Keeper of the 
Capitol and Librarian by acclanfation. . | 

The object of the joint convention having been accom- 
plished, the Senate retired to their chamber. 

Mr. Lewers gave notice of his intention to move a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which, on yesterday, the House. 
refused to agree to report of the select óommittee reporting 
an act to increase the salaries of the Governor and other 
State officers. MEME TN 

Mr. Hendon moved that the House-adjourn until 10 o'clock : 
to-morrow morning, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, M 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 


Pd 
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' House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The question pending dn adjournment, to-wit: ‘the motion 
of Mr. Alcorn to agree to the report of the:Judiciary com- 
mittee on a'bill to be entitled “an act to enforce the collec- 
tion laws.of this State,” was taken up, 

Mr. Thompson being entitled to the floor. 

Pending the discussion’ of the question, 

On motion of Mr. Stephens, — 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 


" THURSDAY, November. 12, 1863. + 

House met pursuant to adjournment, - 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Adams. 

' Journal of yésterday read and approved. 

Mr. Wm. B. Shelley, Representative elect from the County 
of Itawamba, presented his credintials and was ‘sworn as a 
member*of the House. 

The House resumed to. consideration of the question pend- 
ing on adjournment ofthe House on yesterday, viz: the mo- 
tion of Mr. Alcofnto: agree to the report of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, on a bill to be entitled ah act to erifor ce. the collection 
laws of this State. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. Watson, from the J udjciary committee made the fol- 
lowing report : 
Mr. SPEAKER-—: l 

The Judiciary committee, , to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an att to amend the law of Divorces’ and Ali- 
mony,” have had the same under consideration, dnd have in- 
structed mé to récommend that it pass. ` ` 

Mr. Hicks moved to receive and agree to the report. 

Mr."Watson called for a division of the question. 

The report was received. —— 

The question then came up on agréeing to the. report, and 

was decided in the negative., 

On motion of Mr. Stephens. Mr. Yandell was added to the 
Committee, of Military affairs... * 

The following message was’ eceived from. the Senate : z 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate has passed the following éntitled bills: 
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, An act to extend the powers of the Police Courts of Chick- 
asaw, Noxubee, Winston, Choctaw, Carroll and Sunflower 
Counties. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of J oseph H. Askew. 

An act to extend the law in'reference to overseers of roads. 

And have passed House bill entitled “An.act to provide for 
the reiief of destitute families of Yazoo County. 

The Senate have also passed bills with the following titles : 

An act to increase the salary of the Governor of this State. 

An act to authorize the payment of interest upon.common 
school funds and for other purposes, in which the concurrence 
of the House is desired. 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw the House took a recess of ten 
minutes, to the end that the Hall of the House be prepared 
for the reception of the Senate, that the two Houses go into 
Joint Convention for the election of a Confederate States Sen- 
ator. 

Recess having expired, the House was called to order and 
the clerk was instructed to inform the Senate that the Hall 
of the House was ready for the reception of the Senate, for 
the purpose of going into Joint Convention for the election of 
Confederate States Senator. 

The Senate haying been announced by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, entered and took the seats assigned them. : 

The President of the Senate explained the object of the 
meeting of the Joint Convention to be the election of a Con- 
federate States Senator for six years, after the expiration of 
the term of the Hon. James Phelan.’ 

Mr. Hamilton of the Senate moved that the Joint. Conven- 
tion proceed to the election by ballot. 

Mr. Thompson of the House moved to amend by-proceed- 
ing to the election viva voce, which was lost. 

The motion-of Mr. Hamilton was then adopted. 

Nominations being in order, 

Mr. Oliver of the Senate nominated Hon. James Phelan of 
Monroe County. 

Mr. Moore of the Senate nominated J. Ww. C. Watson, of 
Marshall. 

Mr. Luckett of the Senate nominated Fulton Anderson of 
Hinds. 

Mr. McRae of the Senate nominated Gen., W. S. Feather- 
ston of Marshall. 

Mr. Liddell of the House. nominated Walker Br ooke of 

arren. 

Mr. Tindall of the House nominated Gen. S. J: Gholson of 
- Monroe. 


Mr. Dillard of the House nominated. Chas. D. Fontoine of 
Pontotoc. 


» 
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On motion, Mr. Moore of the Senate and Mr. Brown of the 
House were appointed ‘tellers, ` 
On the first ballot, 


Janies Phelan. received . nou d '. 9b Voies 
Jno. W. C.-Wátson received...... .22 votes. 

'. Fulton Anderson -:.*55.,..... NK votes. 
W, s. Featherston UE Scaaweasae se ll rotes. 
Walker Brooke ux ae ie ..19 votes. - 
S. J. Gholson 28 aule 8 Votes, 


C. D. Fontaine ` E ey .8 votes, | 


Whole number votes cast..... ceo... 112 
Necessary to a choice. ..... amet B. 
Neither of the candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, thé Convention proceeded to a second bal- 
lot, when - . 
James Phelan received............. 30 votes. 


J. W.C. Watson “ .......vee ee. 28 votes. 
Fulton Anderson * -........ «19 votes. 
W. S. Featherston * ............. «10 votes. 
Walker Brooke  * ...........-..:...19 votes. 
S. J. Gholson ^  *'*........e.l..os os & VOtes, . 
C. D. Fontaine MO Seed oe sus oveawis. co votes. 
Scattering ...... loraeasee buses eua 


Whole number of votes cast........112 


Necessary-to a choice...... isa EDT 
Neither of the candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes-cast, the Convention pr roceeded to the third bal- 
lot, when , | 
James Phelan Fecelvod . Lueres was .31 votes. 
J'W. C. Watson i E votes. 
Fulton AndersoÓ  , * .....:.... «18 votes. 
W; B. Featherston “ ...........10 votes, 


Walker Brooke ^ ^ “ aurera tal VOLOB. « 
S. J. Gholson 2 ANC PR MEIS NE " votes.. 
C. D. Fontaine woe Losses ate A VOLUN: 


Scattering . "9929 eT RUE a ded eode eege 1 


Whole number- of votes cast. ... eee 112 


Necessary to a ae PE E E 
Neither of the candidates having received à majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention was pr peoeding to a fourth 
ballot, when 
On motion of Mr. Luckett of the Senate, the Convention 
took : a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


a 
Ei 


Recess having expired, the Convention was called to order 
by the President. .On a call of the Convention a quorum 
appearing, the Convention proceeded to a fourth bed the 
name of C, D. Fontaine of Pontotoc, being withdrawn,. 


James Phelan received. ....... Le. 92 votes. 
| J. W. C. Watson * ............. .27 votes. 
Fulton Anderson * ,........... 4..21 votes. ` 


W. S. Featherston “ ........««c««. 9 VOtES. 
Walker Brooke “ ..............1l votes. : 
S. J. Gholson AO ON aas qersse:i0 VOLO 
Scattering ... .. e...’ ere 9. 


Whole number of votes cast...... 112 

Necessary toa choice ..... mor M 
Neither of the candidates having received. a majority of 

all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to, a fifth ballot: 

James Phelan reocelved... eve ve os 30 votes. 

J. W. C. Watson ‘E —........... sees. 99 VOTES. 

Fulton Anderson * ..............22 votes. - 

W. S. Featherston * ........ ... sc. 10 votes. 

Walker Brooke * sees IDE 7 votes. 

S.J. Ghdison ^ *", ...............10 votes. 


` Whole number of votes cast....... 112 


Necessary toa iles. Cn UE — BT 
Neither of the candidates having received a majority ofall 
the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to a sixth ballot : 

James Phelan received............:;27 votes. 

J. W. C. Watson * k,....eeee soe 90 votes, 

Fulton Anderson “` ..........«...21. Votes. 

W. S. Featherston" ` ....... 5.0000. 12 votes... 
Walker Brooke “ ...,......«»...( Votes. 

S: J. Gholson MOO REV tsiti T 8 votes. 
SCALIETING ass E verc wtucuee d 


Whole number of votes cast... seses s 
' Necessary to a Choice. ssesesssses DT 
Neither of the candidates iua received a majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention. LM to a seventh bal- 
lot: 


H 


James -Phelan eet a desdaxvasaiawe Dl votes. 
J. W.. C. Watson i d'au dup E b votes. 
Fulton Anderson seccccersvncecesessle Votes. 


14$ 


W. S. Featherston received, seser.. e Ld votes. 
Walker Brooké......... e. ee eee. 4 Votes. 
S.J. Gholson. . MeL tae . 9 votes. 
Whole:number of votes casb. e. ve. 11A y a 
Necessary to a choice ,... c cese LOT 
"Neither of the candidates having ‘received ` à majority: of 
-all the votes cast, the Convention proossifed to thé'eighth 
ballot : 


:James Phelan received. n d ee. e e36 Votes. 
J. W. C. Watson ..... ien e 34 Votes. 
Fulton Anderson ` Keer vasca sus ld VOLEN 


W. S. Wonder « emere ld votes. 
Walker Brooke  * IE 5 votés. 
S. J. Gholson ` te vssecotpesesse 1 VOLO 
J. L. Alcorn Be ow ici wake dse OF VOLES) 


OREA, 


Whole number of votes cast., raia ree 


* 


Necessary to a Choice ;. cesseonesye SET 
Neither of the candidates es received a majority of 
A the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to a ninth bal- 
lot. - 
Mr. Seal-of Harrison, of the House, nominated Gen. Chas. 
Clark, of Bolivar, "when, 


James Phelan received. . ..91 S. J. Gholson received. .... 6 
J. W. C. Watson “ me J. L. Alcorn Ue. oqesclk 
Fulton Anderson “ ... M. Yandel MEE | 
W.S, Féatherston “ ....10 Chas. Clark Geek 


Walker Brooke s. weed ^ —— 
| No. votes cast....... . . 112 
Necessary to a choice. ... .57 
Neither of the candidates having received à majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention „proceeded to a, tenth bal- 
lot, when : 
J amés Phelan received s.+.31 J. B. McRae received.. re | 
J. W.C. Watson “ ....36 Yandell TOO aegse X 
Fulton Anderson, € opa TA é —— 
W. S. Featherston ^ ....13 Number votes cast ...... .112 
Walker Brooke “ .... 5 — 
S. J. Gholson WETTER NoGessary to a choice.... 57 
Chas. Clark " 3 
Neither of the candidates havin, g received a majority of all.. 
the votes cast, on motion of Mr, Rogers of the House, the 
Convention tock a recess until Tos -morrow morning at 10 a’ - 
elock. 
H—10 
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FRIDAY, November 18, 1863.. 


Recess having expired the J oint Convention re-assembled? 
and was called to order by the President. 

Prayer by tlie Rev'd Dr. Coleman. 

On a call of the respective rolls of the two Houses a quo-- 
rum appeared. . 

The name of Gen. Charles Clark was withdrawn by. Mr: 
Rogers of the House. 

The Convention then proceeded to the eleventh ballot: 
James Phelan received ....28 Stanley received... . .,.2* 
J. W.C. Watson * ....26 W. S Barry, “ uc ub: 
Fulton Anderson “ ..... 16 —— 
W. S. Featherston ^ .... 9 Number votes ea8t.......111. 
Walker Brooke “ ....16 
S. J Gholson EE Necessary to à choice..... ..56 


Neither of the candidates having received a majority ofall ` 
the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to the twelfth bal-: 
lot: 


James Phelan dral: ee <26 Stanley received ..... 1 
J W C Watson & ....28 WS Barry ^ " ..... P 
Fulton Anderson * ....15 - 1 SERES 
WS Featherston * 9 Number, of votes cagt....110 
Walker Brooke “ ... +18 c 
S J Gholson “ ..12 Necessary to a choice. e... 56 


Neither of the candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to a CRIE nti 
ballot, when : 

James Phelan received. ...30 Stanley received...... 1 
J WC Watson “ ....29 WS Barry Eo essere 1l 
Fulton Anderson * ....13 l ~-— 


W S Featherston: * .... 9 Number votes cast...... 111 
Walker Brooke?" “ ,...18 —— | 
SJ Cholson ^ * .,..10 Necessary toa choice. ... 56` 


Neither ofthe candidates having received a majority of ail 
the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to ihe fourteenth 
ballot, when 
James Phelan received....30 W P Hares received. ..... 2 
J W C Watson *, 28 J W Clapp i perse L. 
Fulton Anderson “ ..12 — 
WS Featherston “ ....12N umber of votes cast ....112 
Walker Brooke “ ....18 —— 
S J Gholson E aese 8 Necessary toa choice, ..... 57 
W S Barry ' ^" ....1 | 


Neither of the candidates having received a majority 
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all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded toa fiftéénth bal- 

lot, when 6 
James Phelan received Love eceeee enap 29 VOLOS: 
J. W. Ò. Watson “> eese. 27 votes. 
Fulton Andérson `“ * o..c,¢ecccccessll -votes. 
W.S. Featheretot ve" vocsseoceccis ll votes, 
Walker Brooke’  *€*..............17 votes. 
S.J. Gholson" "^ °°" ,.......... e... B- votes. 
WS Barry’ "5 "i.e. 1 vote.. 
WP Harris " '"*.............. 3 votes. 
J W Clapp ` Uo seseenseeaseee 1 vote, 
J J Pettus ^" plesseossees o 1 vote, 
Wm Murdock “ .............. 2 votes. 
Jacob, Thompson setereteescere 1 voto, 
Samuel Barton “ .,............, 1 vote. 


ad 


, Whole, number of votes cast. TIENE 112 
- Necessary td a choice. ......... eee ee DT. 

Neither of thé candidates having received a. majority ofall 
the votés cast, thé Convention proceeded to a sixteenth bal- 
lot, when `. - 

~ James Phelan recéived...,......,. "29. votes. 
J. W. C. Watson C seesesee eens 26-vótes. 
Fulton Anderson * '... EID 9 votes. 
W. S. Featherston —....:........., . 10.votes. 
Walker Brooke ^ "' ...... lees «+ IT, votes. 
S. J. Gholsor COL eese es D VOLOR, 
JJ Pettus ' (C eese s l ` 
Yandell - ca DEINE 2. 
Rob. Miller ^" LN (E E e O E a a E 1 


^W P Harris BANDE: 
Jacob Thompson C aussen L 
Sam penton 2E vage spore, L, 
ho. ;,BB.Fort E « UU 1 
" Cue €— ofv votes carts "-- dii F 


- Necessary to a choices... ferto oo OO 
^Néither of the candidatés having received a majority: of 
all the votes Gast, the Convention proceaded, toa seventeenth 
ballot, when E 
"James:Phelan received... eee un «a 81 votes: 
J. W. €. Watson '** ,... erra. votes. 
Hulton Anderson * .,....... "t r 8 Votes. 
W.S Featherston’ IE ees TQ ` 4 votes 
"Walker Brooke C’ sgoposseeoeoos lA, yotes 
SJ Gholsóh'  " "' Luessases... e 6 Votes 
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James. Drane xeceived..,.. eeawe io did -I . ; 
W P Harris *e xp MER M 4 f 
L E-Honéton ti (KERERE RETE ante l. : 
JJ Pettus ue dbsvasccc ze M d c T 
J B McRae Covers or L7, (C 
Geo Ranisey ` xs a UM 1 
Wm Yerger Pe dee dep acies b. 

Yandell Der Hn ]. * 
J T Harrison V Quoc govcscepges T 6 
Rieb'd Harrisoni o esse sauce aue. “Ae Ge - cie . 
Number of votes cast 2... «eese. e H a 


» 225 


Necessary to a lioico ; eda EE. Bg b" 
Neither of thé candidates having received - a’ ‘majority of 

all the votes{cast, the Convention cdd to the eighteenth 
ballot, when ^ 

James Phelan recelved:...:... e... 25 votés. 

J. W. C. Watson “ cu votes. 

Fulton Anderson geen cece wees well votes, P 

Y. S. Featherston * Te eye s412 votes. 

Walker Brooke’ ^: gii.. Soe. 18 votes." 

S. J. Gholson E adeten Ó voteg.' ' 

W P Harris . * .....—....." eee 2. votes. 

L E Houston Es s 

JJ Pettus | "^ “> TP 1 


S M Meek’ N LU CEN 
HT Elett : pa rre Lv. 
. das Drane LG tcc nm d "rap 
JG HarroH PMO a ieessgcvees Lodo 
Wm eres OMS, Sesepenbia ails eas T Ue 
eec) -. k 
Whole, number of votes PONE m 
Loi ER ai 3 CE 


Necessary to’ a choice.............- 4056 t 
Neither of the candidates having received 3 “majority of 

all the votes cast, Mr. Tindall of the House moved that the 
Convention take a recess niitil 3 o'clock, T. MU 
And the Converition prosepded to a nineteenth’ ballot, 
when `` 

James: Phelan’ received ;/:;.......95 votes. . 

J. W. C. Watson ái EIT vol "e 

Fulton AndébsOon ^" “ .........,.19 Vote i 

W. S, Featherston’ | “© ,....... I .18 votes: 

Walker Brooke ©" “o ....5..21:.7.. 11. votes. 


S.J. Gholson ^ ^ -^* .. LIGUE 410 ‘yotes. 
J J Pettus g e « ven "e are T i ` 
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Lee P a8 | Qi i. fer. c. i. ^3 uU 2 
. B- McRae Fecéived .: DD vd de a E 
RE X5, E Ea rS pe cor "is oe Que 
` -J T Harrison " mw E x 
A T m 3 $ ge 24 % - : gre f =- 
m y uuu, d e ep M EC g 
(EEEE EEE Gee - e 
ie Sgt TELE VELIE i REN IAS ww UB aue 
J Drane’ i TEU "m "i TREE 1 $0 5 
a Uds Goes £3 SRI. E " 


While: iid fiber of votes cast: . bare Ao". 


NE to a choice sseesserssseee 54 4 


Neither ôf the candidates having received a majority of 


all the votes cast, on. motion of Mr. Brown,of the Hone the 
Convention took a, Tecess until 3 o'clock P. M. 


55] ES 2 LS « 
E s : Y = ts Fay? z vx z - 
P 


THREE o 'GLock BM E go gh 
Recess Kaving expiréd, tlié Convention’ Was called tio order 
by the Président.” °° 


Mr Brown of the House moved that, all yos. cást for per- 
sons not iri Latics shall-be counted as Scattering. 
Which was'lost. 575075 07 
era eem then ‘proceeded to the, twentieth ballot, 
when  " `’ 


.Jàmes Phelan réceived .. annor 28 votes. 
: Jno: W. C, Watson received, .;......90 votes. 


"Fulton Andérsón. "EM s x usa ceed, votes, 
^ "W. S. Featherston - € LIN... votes. 
. Walker Brooke M asare ll: votes. 
E ‘J.’ Gliol&on uae NNI ves ÍF votes, 
.J T Harrison n Acc «c ett hts ^1 vote. ü 
^J L Alori ^ "e m SER IIT yon 


Whole nuhiber votes Gast............. 110 
Néceséary to a'chióioe,......-..2.. 56 
Neither of the poe TM received a majority of all 
NS votes @ast, the’ Convention: “procdeded to the twenty-first 
allot,” the - nain “of Walker Brooks being withdrawn by, Mr 
Laidi of the House: ': 
y James Phelan received., DODIPPE 730 votes.: 
“WO? Watson 2... £38 votes. 


i 
v, FE te 
Ri es + 


2 er ee tec eects 


ee “Puftow Asidérson CAE gw Seis qa ewe ales .i9 yotes., 
z W.S. Featherstou “ - 5 I9 votes. 


ecvecceccccses. 


US] Golson’ "^ MIT TEE sae 6 votes, 
Mr Harrisons ° °“ 


aE E E oe oe 1 


* 


å ‘Whole’ namber of votes casti Sce 112. 


H = Cans 


‘Nec ecessáfy to'à choice. RUM. 


180. 


Neither of the candidates having received. a majority of 
all the votes cast, thé Convention proceeded to a twenty- 
second ballot, when 

‘James Phelan received ,......... ee, 3283 
J W C Watson V ossesscocceccecec 39; 
Fultom Anderson `,“ : 


c un 


^ W S Featherston e" 9695090090 «00990960 2 
S J Gholson x emere somnos, T "om 
J T Harrison - W aesesaquda) We ois 


Number votes CASE ses eee eene eee ose 112. 
e 57 Aus 
Neither of the candidates having received a, majority of 

.all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to the twenty- 
third ballot, when 

James Phelan received. pessasoenoosoosegee. 33 

J WC Watson e ———— ses 0840 

Fulton Anderson “ ............ e eese 23.. 

W S Featherston “ E ER ; 

SJ Gholson = " 9. 


Number votes cast. —— nnÓ i 
Necessáry to & choice sedus ears kinowa cm E 
Neither of the candidates having received: à majority of 
all the votes cast;the Convention proceeded to the twenty- 
fourth ballot, "when 


James Phelan received. ..... 


NM US 


J W C Watson M Cr DOORS LC 
Fulton Anderton “ ......oeee eoo ees .25 
WS Featherston " .k......eeecsoocceccec e O 
S J Gholson S. E E pau A i-e 


»* 


Number votes Cast. eee eee enne eos 110 
Necessary to a choice. . ., seee.. CUNG 56 
Neither of the candidates boe received .a majority of 

all the votes cast, the Convention pees to ihe twenty- 
fif:h ballot, when ; 

James Phelan received... .... ee eer eene n 

J WC Watson s 

Fülton Anderson “` 

W S Featherston “ 

SJGholsn ^ ““ + 


M ye 
Mur na S EM. 
Ves AS ores e uaa. © 


*34 9 949€ 9999 esse Sse e mt 8 
Number votes Cast .......eucee sees eo eo o e 112 i 
* a bd * * 


menean 


Necessary to a choice... . ccce eese ono DT 
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Neither of the candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention n Proceeted to the twenty- 
‘sixth ballot, when 
James Phelan received... —(— (€ ,.24 
J W C Watson t es9239099» TERRIER .96. 
. Fulton Anderson . “ .asccccecassevesceeae 
W S Featherston . ‘° ,.ee cce em oS T 
S J Gholson . « TP" 5 


[E 6 
E 


kd 


Number of votes CABLE .. eer eeeeencosoccooo 10D 
Necessary to a ehoice. «seen eren 55 
‘Neither of the eandidates'having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to the twenty- 
‘seventh ballot, when l 
James Phelan received. ,... enses eee eee see 033 


, JW C Watson C Qeecocosotecvosceccs DU 

: Fulton Anderson * .............. 4.97 
-W S Featherston “ ees, 5 

S J Gholson Q6 IP e€0o09*6006020006c8095 6 


Number votes cast COR ance *-20009998292» “110 


eee 


Necessary to a-choice.. pieccerccsnesesene 56 


Neither.of the’ candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, there was no election. 

On motion of Mr Oliver of the Senate, the Joint Conven-- 
tion of the two Honses was dissolved, and the Senate retired 
„to their Chamber, 

‘The House was called to order by the Speaker, and 

On«notion of Mr. Thompson, 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 


.o'elock; 
H 


* 


« SATURDAY, November 14, 1863. 


The House. met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Sears. 

Journals of ‘I hürsday and Friday were réad and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 

The rules were suspended, and: the Senaté. wil to be enti- 
' tled “an ‘act to increase the salary of the Governor of this 


State," was, taken up ánd read twice under. a Suspension of 
the rules, and ` b 


q~ 
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On motion of Mr. Johnson, of "Wilkinson, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole or: 
said bill, 7 tos NE 

Mr. Hicks iti the chair. — ^ 
- After some time spent therein, . p 

The committee rose and reported the bill back to the House, . 
and recommended that it do pass. | 

The report of the committee of the Whole was received 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Thompson offered the following.amendment : 

Amend Sec. 1— 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert “That. 
the sum of two.thousand dollars be- annually appropriated 
out of the-Publie Treasury for the use of the Governor in 
addition to: his present salary. in lieu of his mansion, so long 
as he is- prevented by the fortunes of war from occupying it.” 

Mr. Upshaw moved to lay the amendment on the table, 
which was decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays called 
for by Messrs. Thompson, Carroll and Liddell: : 


Yzas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Alcorn, Bradford, 
Barton, Barnett, Clark, Cunningham, Downs, Daniel, Dale; 
Evans, Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Hicks, Hooker, 
Irby, Jackson, Johnson of DeSoto, Johnson of Wilkinson, 
Kirk, Lott, Lowry, Minter, Montgomery, Maxwell, McGehee, 
Owen, Powe, Prewitt, Regan, Rucks, Rogers, Ross, Seal of 
Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Sessions, Taylor, Turley, Upshaw, 
Watson, Wynne and Yandell—46. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Bestor, Boon; Brown, Bun- 
tin, Carroll, Deason of Jones, Dillard, Easterling, Foxworth, 
Gowan, Hathorn, Hendon; Isom, Johnson of Tippah, Lid- 
dell, Lewers, Moore, Marable, Murdock, McKay of Green, 
McKay of Neshoba, McNiel, Pope, Pinson, Robinson; Sutton, . 
Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Thompson, Wells and Wier—33. 


So: the amendment was laid on the table. 

Om motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated. ` . 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Tindall, Gulley, 
High, Gray and Grace. . l 


*. 


u e * . E * 
The following message was received from the Senate : ` 


Mn. SpEAKER— u E 
The Senate have passed. biils entitled as follows: 
An act to remove the civil disabilities of Thos, M,.Smedes.. 


4 


An act for the relief of Sàmuel M. Meek, = — ^, 
And have adopted the following joint resolutions, in which. 
the concurrence. of the House is desired : 
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Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That the Congress of the Confederate Statés be- requested to 
repeal that portion of the conscript. act anthotizing. substitu- 
tion in the army, apd that our Senators be instructed.and Bep- 
resentatives requested í to urge the,repeal of that portion of 
'said'act;at às early a/day as possible’. and that. the Governor 
. transmit a copy óf this resolution, to Congress at-its. next 
session. 

Resolved, (the House concur ring): "Phat the. two. Houses 
will meét in joint convention in the House, at 12 o'clock, M., 
on Tuesday next, 17th inst., for the purpose of. électing ` a 
Senator to the Confederate States ‘Congress for six years from 
and ‘after the expiration of the term of the Hon. James 
Phelan. 

Resolved, (the House eoneürring,) That E joint. cotnimtttice 
of three oix the part of the Senate, and - on the part óf 

- the House of Represehtatives be ‘appointed tó inake suitable 
arrangements for the inauguration: of the Governor éleót on 
Monday: next. 

. The President.of the Senate has appointed Messis. McRae, 
Quin and Patton ds the committee, on the part. of the ‘Senate, 
provided in said last- above resolution. 
On motibn of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, l | 
The-Senate messages wére taken up, and the joint resolu- h 
tion appointing 2 committee to make .suitablé. 4rrangeiments | 
for the inauguration of the Governor elect, -on Monday next, ^ 

concurred in ahd the blank filled with five. i 

- The Speaker‘appointed 4s a conithittee on the part of the — | 
House to carry. out sgid resolution; Méssrs. Seal of ‘Harrison, 
Dillard; Rucks, Thompson and Lowry. ; 
Mr. McGehee offered the following resolution : TEN i 
Resolved, That -the regular hour of meeting of this Hotise, | 


hereafter, be 9 o'clock, A.M;  _ i 


SER 


— 
uu 


X 


Which was adopted. . 

Mr. Johnson, from the committee o on Enrolled Bills, niade 
the following. report: . - - U 
Mr. SPEAKER— ` ` l ` | 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined bills of the | 
, following titles, find the same correctly enrolled and have 
” Submitted them to the Governor for his approval and signature: 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Wm. W. Brooks, j 


à minor. . -. 
* An aet to amerid án. act to incorporate the Bank of Jackson 


and other Banks. 

_An.act to provide for the relief of destitute fainities i 
Yazivo. county. . P 

On motion of Mr. Minter, eis 

The House adjourned until Monday morning, at 9 


o'clock. 


@ 
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MONDAY, November 16, 1863. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Stainback. 

Journal of Saturday read and approved. 

Mr. R. A. Harris, Representative elect from the county of 


` Leake, presented his credentials and was sworn as a member 


Hu 
d 


| the marshal. 


of the House. "e i 
The committee appointed to make arrangements for the 
inauguration of the Governor elect, made the following report: 


Mr. SerEAKER—- ; 
The joint select committee of both Houses of the Legisla 
tuve, consisting of Messrs. Jas. B. McRae, Quin and. W. S. 
Patton, on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Roderick Seal, 
Dillard, Rucks, Thompson and Lowry, on the -part of the 
House, appointed to make suitable arrangements for the inau- 
guration of Charles Clark, Governor élect, in performance of* 
their duty report the following order of arrangements, to-wit: 
The installation shall take place at 11 o'clock, A. M., on 
Monday, the 16th inst., and the oath of office shall be admin- . 
istered by Hon. James Drane, President of the Senate, in the 
presence of the two Houses, in the Hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. S 

1. The Confederate troops, under command of Col. W. S. 
Barry, will parade at 10 o'clock, in front of and facing, the 
Court House, in the following order: 

The cavalry under command of Col. T. J. Morton. 

Capt. J. C. Thrall’s Arkansas Light Battery. 

Capt. T. W. Rice’s Battery of Heavy Artillery. 

Col. W. S. Barry's 35th Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, 
commanded by Maj. T. F. Holmes, preceded by the Band. 

2. The Governor and Governor elect and escort. ` 

The Committee of Arrangements. 

Kev. C. K. Marshall, the officiating minister, and other 
clergymen. 

The State officers, Confederate Senators, Members of Con- 
gress and other distinguished persons. E 

Officers of the Confederate army and of the State troops. 

Citizens at large. ~ ' f 

The procession will be formed ready to move promptly at 
half-past ten o'elock. 

On the appearance of the Governor and Governor elect, . 
they will be saluted by the troops of infantry, and as soon as 
the Governors have joined the procession, the troops will be 
wheeled into column, infantry by platoons, cavalry by: fours, 
and artillery by sections, and put in march on intimation from 

. * 
= 
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The procession will move along the following streets: 
Washington, , Franklin, Monroe, Francis, Fr anklin, Main, 
Market and’ ' Military. 

On arriving in ‘front of the ‘House of Representatives, the 
procession, subject to. the orders of the Marshal of the day, 
shall await the announcement of the Ser geant-at-Arms to the 
Governor elect that the two Houses are convened and ready 
to receive him. _ . 

The Governor elect, thé Governor, the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, the “Marshal aiid his staff, and the State officers, 
preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, “shall: then proceed to the 
Hall of Representatives. ‘On arriving at the bar of the Hall 
the Sergeant-at-Arms shall announce the Governor elect, on 
which announcement the members. of the Senate and House 
shall risé to their feet, and the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the "Housé shall descend from the stand and 
conduct the Goverrior elect to. the -Clerk’s desk, or in the 
portico, where the oath of office will be administer ed. — 

After the administration of the oath, a salute of nine guns 
will be fired by the Light Battery. 

Which was received and agr eed to. 


The following messages Were received from. the Governor 
enone his private Secretary, Col. J. H. Rives: 


- 
En: 


: SOE ERR . EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
X b^ Cf Columbus, Nov. 14th, 1868. 
Mr. Sa i 

His Excellency, the dud has signed and approved 
the following House bills: ' 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Wm. W. Br ooks, 
aminor, . "^ 

An act to reniove the civil disabili ties of Walter McDougal, 
a minor. 

. -An act to amend an act to ‘incorporate the Bank of Jack- 
son and other Banks. 

' An act ‘to provide for the relief of destitute families of 
Yazoo county. : 

~ An aét to auiend.an act incorporating the Püsuerp pt Man- 
afactiirng Company. aes 

‘An act to remove: the civil disabilities of ‘William Rice 
Hooke e 755 

An act regulating the foes of Jailors in certain casés.. 

An àct to auth orize the’ Board’ of: Police- of the county of 
Itawamba to make au appropriation. out of the ‘county. treas- 
ury to pay the Tax‘ Assessor for'taking the number of children 
between the ages of six anid ‘eighteen years, in- ‘order tọ an 
equal dividend? of. that, ; portion: of the school “fund appropria- 
ted to be hid out annually for ‘the. use- of common. schools. 
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ExxzóvrIYE. OFFICE, . i ; 
Columbus, Miss., Nov; 16, 1808. 
Mr. SPEAKER— MA: Mord SM 

I am directed by his Excellency, , tlie Governor, to deliver 
to you the following message in writing, with accompanying 
documents: OMM 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I herewith transmit'to you thé report-of the-Trustees and 
Superintendent of the Mississippi State ‘Lunatic Asylum, 
which was not réceived in time to be sént with my former 
messages. TOM ' i 

In February 1861 a small amount of property belonging 
to the United States was i eo -by State troops on Ship 
Island. I was directed by the military board to have it sold 
for the benefit of the State, Captain J. McCabe was charged 
with this dity, and by my-order deposited thé proceeds 
amounting to nine hundred and twenty-two dollars and sixty 
five cents with Block, McAfee & Uo., of Néw Orleans, for the 
purchase of powder. AM 

About the 1st of April 1861, I sent to Major General Chas. 
Clark, at Mobile, through the house of Winston,’ Morrison 
& Co., of New Orleans, twenty-five: thousand dollars of the 
military fund, to pay the expenses and give proper outfit to 
_ twenty companies of State troops called for by the President, 
to be sent to Pensacola. As this money was not sent regu- 
larly through the Quartermaster-General’s office, the vouch- 
ers for its disbursemegt were left on file in my office. by Gen. 
Clark on his return. . M E ; 

I also paid out of the military fund, the Maynard Arms 
Company, through their agent and attorney, Geo. W.. Bemis,, 
twenty-seven thousand and eight dollars and fifty-two cents. 
The requisition for this sum would have been drawn on àp- 
propriation for arms, but there was not in thé Treasury at 
that time money to pay the debt subject to my requisition 
onfthat’ fund. Maynard Arms Company were pressing for 
payment. I had bought the arms and amgnition on a credit, 
and the payment was guaranteed by the Hons. Jefferson Da- 
vis and Jacob Thompson, and L deemed it my.duty to pay 
it out of any money in the treasury appropricted to military 
purposes. D pM ene ee 

The papers, correspendence_and vouchers in regard to this 
purchase of arms are on file.in my office,  . n T 

The Convention appropriated first, ten thonsand, and after- 
wards, -five thousand, in all, fifteen thousand dollars, to pay 
the expenses.of troops then in active service at Pensacola 
and Vicksburg. That sum has been: expended ‘as directed, 
and the voucherg are on file in my office. * mE t 


On the 29th day of April, 1861, I gave to Brig. Gen. R. 


Me 
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Griffith a requisition for fifteen thousand dollars on the mil- 
itary fund to defray the expenses of two regiments of Miss- 
issippi troops called. for by the President to be sent to Vir- 
ginia. | There was at that time no. Confederate Quartermas- 
ter tọ take charge of the. troops and provide for them, and 
no funds sent by thé Conféderate authorities. Brig. Gen'l. - 
Griffith was ordered to take charge of them and funds given 
him for that purpose.' His estimate fór the amount neces- 
sary and receipt for requisition on the Auditor for the am't, 
are on file in my office, and his vouchers for the expenditure, 
I am informed, were left with J. D. Stewart, in the Banking 
House of Griffith & Stewart. ' Due ue 


Of*these three sums amounting to something over sixty- 
seven thousand dollars—two amounting'to forty thousand 
dollars’were expended in®placing the troops at the points to 
which the President’s requisition called on me to place them, 
and to give them-the necessary outfit: “The other twenty- 
seven thousand was expended for Maynard, rifles and am- 
munition; which were turned over to the Confederate author- 
ities with our State troops when they went into. Confederate 
service, and all constitute a just claim on “the Confederate 
government in favor of the State. =~ Wrap, a 

I herewith transmit a copy of the correspondence of the 
Confederate Treasury; Department, showing the amount of 
money received bythe State of Mississippi on claims audited 
for money expended by the State for the Confederate serv- 
ice, which as. will be-seen by the report, amounts to one huri- 
dred and tweaty-five thousand four hundréd and four dollars 
and seventy-séven cents- ^... ^ 0: 7. 7 TP. 

The-accompanying report of 2d Auditor, W. H. S. Taylor, 


se f, 


to Mr. Memminger, seerntáry of the treasury, will show the 


I herewith transmit such papers relating tothe Geological: 
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'The message was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Irby, | 

Two hundred copies of the message and accompanying 
. documents were ordered to be printed for the use of this 
House. : E 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, V Q^ 

The Senate messages were taken up, and the resolution 
fixing Tuesday, the 17th inst., at 12 o'clock, M., for the elec- 
tion of Confederate States Senator, was concurred in. 
` On motion of Mr. Lott, i EMT 

The Senate amendment to House bill to be entitled “an act 
to remove the civil disabilities of Augustus H. Ware,” 
striking out “Augustus” and inserting “Adolphus” in the bill 
and title, was concurred in by the House. | i 

On motion of Mr. Barton, i i i 

The House took a recess until half-past 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Recess having expired, the Clerk was instructed to inform 
the Senate that the Hall of the House of Representatives w4s 
in readiness for their reception to. the end that the two Houses 
proceed to the inauguration of the Governor elect. 

The Senate having been informed, entered and took the 
seats assigned them. EI. ACE 
. On motion of Mr. McRae, of the Senate, the two Houses 
proceeded to the portico of the House to attend the inaugu- 
ration. 2 l 

The Sergeant-at-Arms then annouhéed the Governor elect, 
who being conducted to the Clerk's desk by the President of 
the Senate and.Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
accompanied by Rev. C. K. Marshall, then.delivered the fol- 
lowing i , l 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

FeLLow Cirizens—It is with no feigned embarrassment 
that I approach the discharge .of the responsible duties to 
which your too kind partiality has assigned me. In the dis- 
tressed condition of the State ‘and its people, I may well 
distrust my ability to meet your-expectations: in the manage- 
ment of our military and civil affairs. Nothing ‘could have 
induced me to undertake the task buf the fullest Gonfidence 
that my acts will meet with indulgent criticism, and that I 
shall be sustained by you in.all proper measures and efforts in 
your service; a M CN: TN 

The condition of the State is such as to ‘require’ the appli- 
‘cation, for a time, of all our power and “resources. | We' are 
invaded North, ‘South and West by-a vindictive foe; who is 
desolating our borders, burning eur dwellings, ‘instilting ` our 
people and inciting our slaves to insurrection. : Regiments of 
the latter have already been embodied “and armed to fight 
against their masters. The evil thus far has been felt only on 
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our borders; but when we contemplate the contingencies of 
the future, especially the withdrawal from our State of a large 
portion of the Confederate forces, we shall discover that it is. 
full time for vigorous preparation. , Great as has been the 

draft upon our energies, Mississippi has yet ample resources, 

both in men and means. The militia being properly organized 

as a supporting force, a few thousand mounted volunteers 

will be suffisient to protect the State from the raiding incur- 

sions of the.enemy, while against the invasion of large armies , 
we shall be supported by the arms of the Confederacy. I. 
doubt not that your Legislature, at its present session, will 

make provision to meet all possible requireinents. 

We have not lightly entered upon the path we are pursuing; 
and, conscious of the rectitude of our intentions and the 
justice of our cause, we have neither motive or desire to. re-. 
trace our steps. There may be those who delude themselves 
with visions of a reconstructed Union and a restored Consti- 
tution. If such there be, let them awake from their dream- 
ing! Between the South and the North there is a great gulf 
fixed. It is.a gulf crimsoned with the blood of our sons and’ 
brothers, filled with the bitter hatred of our enemies and the 
memories of our wrongs. It can be passed only with dis- 
honor, and in ‘reconstruction we shall reach the climax of 
infamy! Humbly submit yourselves to our hated foes, and. 
they will offer you a reconstructed Constitution providing for 
the confiscation of your property, the immediate emancipation 
of your slaves and the elevation of the black race to a posi- 
tión of equality, aye, of superiority, that will make them your 
masters and rulers. Rather than such base submission, such 
ruin and dishonor, let the last of our young men die upon the 
fiéld of battle, and when none are left to wield a blade or 
uphold our. banner, then let our old men, our women and our 
children. like the remnant of the heroic Paseagoülas, when 
their braves were slain, join hands together, march into the 


* * 


sea and perish beneath its waters. "n E 
Whenever it may be necessary to call out the forces of the 
State, I shall endeavor to make them efficient for the defense 
of the ‘people. The .day of militia play-time has passed.— 
Such troops as I may be entrusted to command, must expect 
to yield to the stern necessities which are forced upon us, and 
do the duty of soldiers. They must repel -raids, not make 
them. Strict inquiry shall be made as to the justice or injus- 
tice of the complaints of some portion of our people as to the 
alleged disorders of the soldiers, both State and Confederate. 
It willjnot be permitted them to’ insult, plunder or oppress 
those whorh they are called to*protect, and on the othér hand, 
the honor of the troops requires: that they should bé vindi- 
cated against unjust charges and imputations. To effect this 
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it is necessary that strict discipline should be enforced by the 
officers, and they themselves held to a rigid accountability. 
Without this they degénerate into an injurious mob, useless 
to the State, and a disgrace to the service. Without this the 
disorderly and vicious* cannot be discovered and punished, 
while their infamy is left to stain the names and the memories 
of their companions. Having commanded. Mississippians in 
two wars, I think I know the character of the gallant men 
who march in their battalions. I have commanded thousands 
-of them and have never been compelled to inflict a'disgraceful 
punishment upon a single one. I trust and believe that there 
are but few who deserve the reproaches which have been cast 
upon the State troops, and that, upon investigation, it willbe 
found that the complaints against them are groundless. 

There are within our borders no inconsiderable number of 
men who' are now absent from the ranks of your defenders 
without justification or excuse. To compel them to go to the 
field of duty, I invoke the voice of an outraged public.opinion; 
linvokea gentler, higher power, the voice and influence of 
woman.- He is unworthy of her smiles who is not ready to 
fight and to die in her defense. uM 

Although military matters may require much of my time, 
no other interest of the State shall be neglected, . My earnest 
attention will be directed to the fostering of such manufacto- 
ries, and the procurement of such supplies ef the necessaries 
of life as may be authorized by law. . l 

Our salt works may not be sufficient for the wants of the 
people, but they may be made to furnish a larger quantity, 
and aid'to further reduce prices. No effort will be spared to 
procure cotton and woolen cards, and such other articles as 
may be required for domestic industry, if the Legislature will 
make proper appropriations for that purpose, One of the 
most gratifying indications of the times is the resolute spirit 
of industry manifested by our women. The spinning wheel 
is preferred to the harp, and the loom makes a music of loftier 
patriotism aud inspiration than the keys of the piano. , 

` Among the duties I shall be called upon to: perform, is*one . 
which will give me peculiar pleasure—that of'superintending 
the distribution of the funds to be provided for.the mainten- 
ance of the families of our soldiers. This should Not be 
deeined the granting of:a charity, but the payment of a debt, 
the discharge of a high obligation, and for which I doubt not 
your Legislature will make ample provision. 'The wives and 
children of thousands of our gallant men are left to our care. 
Let them be adopted as the children of the State. Many of 
them are now widows and orphans bequeathed tq us by those 
who have shed their blood in our defense, -Eet the sacred 
legacy be accepted, and the God of the widow and the fath- 
erless will bless your cause. 


* 
^ 
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Fellow Citizens—For the distinguished honor you have 
conférred upon me, I offer you my gratefyl thanks $ grateful, 
because I do not deem myself more worthy than many others. 
I have imperilled my lifein your cause, but this I have done 

; With thousands of my countrymen. I have been less fortu- 
nate than those who are yet permitted to bear aloft your ban. 
ners and carry them onward to victory; and if their efforts 
should fail, and we should be doomed to subjugation, I shall 

- be less fortunate than those who now sleep in honorable but 
undistinguished ‘graves on thé battle-fields of their conntry. 
But if we are true to our high purpose we cannot fail. Every 
effort of the enemy must. be resisted with: renewed energy, 
and final victory will crown our banners. Let us exert all the 
powers that God has given us, and’ humbly, yet confidently, 
trust to His just Providence for the result. Weare but de- 
fending the rights and liberties He has given, and if we 
faithfully employ the strength and means He has bestowed, 
He will, in his own.:good time, secure them to us. But, this 
will not be until we have, through all the trials He may im- 
pose, shown ourselves worthy. ‘The prayers of our noble 
and heroic women may avail much, but deeds, are also re- 
quired of men, The Almighty holds the scales of battle with 
an even hand, and prayer and supplication alone will not avail. 
The balance will not preponderate in your favor until you.cast 
in your swords. CHARLES CLARK. 

. Hon. James Drane then administered to General Charles 

Clark, Governor elect, the osth of office. ' 
The ceremonies of the inauguration having been gon 
through with, the President of the Senate announced that 
the two Houses had accomplished the object for which they 
had convened. E 
The Senate retired, and the House of Representatives 
withdrew to their chamber, | 
, The House was called to order by the Speaker, when, 
On motion of Mr. Stephens, l 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock.. ; TOTUM i MS 


i 


? 
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f ' TUESDAY, November 17, 1863. 
The House met pursuaht to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Dr? Lyon. . 
The journal of yesterday was read'and approved. 
H—11 .° ` 
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On motion of Mr. Regan, 

The vote by. i E on yesterday the House ordered: 200 
copies of the Goverhor's message received on yesterday and 
accompanying documents to be printed, was reconsidered, and 
that portion of the message and accompanying. doctiments 
relating to the Lunatic Asylum be referred to the committee 
on that Institution. ‘ 

Mr. Yandell moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
on. yesterday the House concurred in the Senate joint resolu- 
tion to go into the election of Confederate States Senator to- 
day at 12 o'clock, 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion, the House proceeded to the a of the counties 
for the presentation of petitions, memorials, &c. 

Mr. Regan introduced a bill to be entitled ° 

An act for the relief of tax payers in certain cases, and for 
other purposes, 

Was read three several times, the rales being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. - 

Mr. Bestor presented the petition of J.S. Terrell, Sr., and 
W. A. Trotter, Executors of J. S. Terrell, Jr., dee’ d, of 
Clark county, 

Which was read and referred to the J ndiciary committee. 

Mr. Seal, of Hancock, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to reduce the taxes 
of Hancock county, and for other purposes, nop Dec. 
16, 1861; 

Which was read thr ee Tei times under a suspensiori of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill entitled 

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to probibit the dis- 
tillation of spirits from grain, molasses and sugar, approved 
January 3d, 1868, and for other purposes, 

Which was read twice under a : suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Shelley introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to reimburse Itawamba county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension. of the rules, and 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

Referred to the J udiciary committee, "with instructions to 
bring in a general bill on the subject. 

Mr. Barton introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to change the name of Mildred Harris, of Itawamba 
county, 

Which was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing às stated. 

Mr. Robinson presented the petition of E. C. Mosby, of 
' Kemper county, which was referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary, without reading. 


- 
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Also, a memorial of sundry citizens of Kemper ‘county, 
which was referred to the-committee of Ways and Means.. 

Mr. Isom presented the petition of .W. S. McKee, Tax Col- 
lector of Lafayette county, and a memorial of the Police 
Court of said county, which was referred to the committee on 
Propositions and Grievances. 

r. Murdock introduced a bill to be. entitled ` 

Fe act to amend an act entitled-an aet to amend the charter 
of the Columbus Life. and General Insurance Company, and 
the Mississippi Mutual Insurance Company, approved January 
25th, 1862, 

Which was read twice under suspension of the ous and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Murdock introduced a bill to be entitled - 

‘An act to authorize the Sheriff of Lowndes county to re- 
ceive Confederate notes in payment for runaway slaves sold 
under the provisions of law, 

Which was read twice, under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the corhmittee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
tions to report a general bill on the subject. 

Mr. Upshaw offered" a joint resolution granting leave of 
absence to Hon. T. M. Pun Probate Judge ot Marshall 
county, 

Which, was adopted under a suspension of the suis. 

Mr. Falconer offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Rey. C. K. Marshall be invited to ad- 
dress the members of the Legislature and the citizeus, in this 
Hall to-night at 7 o'elock, and that the Clerk of the House 
notify him of the passage of this resolution. 

Mr. Carroll offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the use of this House be tendered to Hon. 
Win. S. Barr y,,and that he be requested to address the Legis- 
lature on the present condition and future prospects of the 
country, and 'that the Clerk be requested to furnish Col. 
Ba?ry with a copy of this resolution. 

Mr. Irby introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act for the relief of William C. Nickle, Tax Assessor of 
Panola county, 

, Which was read three several times and passed, tlie title 
standing as stated. 

Mr. MoNiel introduced a bill,to be entitled 

A'n act for.the relief of the destitute families of soldi ers of 
Pontotoc county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Diog offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That our Senators in the Congress of the Con- 
federate States be instructed and our Representatives re- 
quested to use all honorable means to secure the‘ passage of a 
law providing for the payment of horses lost in the military 
service of the Confederate States by unavoidable accident or 
captured by the enemy. vj k "E 

Which was adopted. | BER 

The following message was received from the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— E o. 

The Senate have passed a bill entitled an act to compel An- 
derson Bean, ex-Sheriff, to pay over certain money to the 
Treasurer of Chickasaw county, and for other purposes. 

The Senate has adopted the following joint resolutions, in 
which the concurrence of the House is desired: SEN 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the Governor be 
respectfully requested to inform the Legislature, at his earliest 
convenience, whether the 4th section of an act’ to amend an 
act entitled an act to revise and reduce into one the militia 
and volunteer laws of this State, approved Jan. 3d, 1863, has 
been enforced as contemplated and required by law, and if 
not, to state the reasons if within his knowledge, of the fail- 
ure to do so. i ' ZEE 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That a committee of 
three on the part of the Senate, and on the part of the 
House, be appointed to examine the Executive Mansion fund, 
the appropriation made by the convention for the Pensacola 
expedition and the appropriation by the Legislature for the 
purpose of buying arms, &oc., and report what amount of said 
appropriations have been expended and.in what manner. 

Messrs. Hamilton, Mayson and Patton have- been appointed 
as the committee on the part of the Senate provided for in 
said resolution. . "E 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That our Senators be 
instructed and our Representatives in the Confederate States 
Congress be requested to pass an act.making Confederate 
notes a legal tender. — 

Wuereas, information has been received that'the patients 
in the State Lunatic Asylum are very much in need of clothing 
and almost enttrely without shoes; also that the efficient Su- 
perintendent is very much embarrassed over the means of 
supplying them, therefore * 

Resolved, (the House concurring,) That the committee on 
the Lunatic Asylum is hereby respectfully instructed to make 
immediate inquiry into the wants and necessities ‘of the Insti- 
tution and report-at an early day by bill or otherwise. 

Also, have adopted joint resolution entitled “a resolution 
for the relief of certain counties.” " E 

The Senate have concurred in the House resolution entitled 
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‘joint resolution for the purpose ‘of compiling the.Constitu- 
tion of the State of Mississippi and the Confederate States,” 
‘and have appointed Messrs. Hamilton, Mayson and. Davis as: 
the committee’ on the part of! the Senate as pr ovided fori ‘in 
said resolution. 

And have also od in ‘Joint resolution of the House: 

Joint resolutign instructing Senators and requesting Rep- 
resentatives for;vertain purposes’ therein named, with an 
amendment thereto i ‘in which the, oncurrence of the House 
is desired. — . 

Mr. Sutton. Yairóduexd. a bill to be entitled 

An act to renioye, the. ciyil, disabilities . of Sydney Moore 
Jackson,-a minor of: Rankin eonaty. ... 

Which was read ‘Shree, several’ times and passed, the title 
standing as stated. [n] (i 

Mr, Sutton Son ea bill to: be ended 

An act to amend chapter 8, of the Revised Code, establish- 
ing the fees of certain officers, so far as it relates to the Clerk 
of the Probate Court of..Rankin county, . i 

Which was read twice under a suspension of thé Mies 

Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, moved the reference of the 
bill to the eammittee of Ways auis Passi 

Was laid on the table. | - 

On motion of Mr. Sutton, 

The constitutional rule was suspended, the bill read third 
time, and passed with title as stated. 

Mr. McGehee offer ed the following joint resolution, which 
.was read qpce:...° . 

Resolved, (the Senate coneurrin g,) That this Legislature 
adjourn sine die on. Saturday, the 21st day of N ovember, 
1863. ., .. 
Mr. Hendon. introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act.to change. the time of holding the Probate Court 
of Scott county, 

Which ‘was read fires Several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Lowry intr oduced à bill to be entitled 

` An aet to repair the-"Mobile.and. Ohio Railroad, and for 
other purposes, 

Which:was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On motion of Mr. Turley, 

Referred to. the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. ni ohüson, of. Wilkinson, -offered a resolution asking an 
appropriation to G.-C. Dennis, a soldier of Co. F, 14th Reg't 
Miss. Vols., captured at, Donelson, whieh, with the accompa- 
nying documents was referred to the committee on Proposi- 
tions and’ Grievances. ; 

Mr. Brown introduced a bill to be entitled 


k 
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An act to authorize the Board of Police of Winston county . 
to borrow money from the school fund of said' county for the 

use of the destitute families-óf soldiers in that county, 

- Which was read three several times .under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Also, a bill to be entitled l 

Ani act for the relief of John W: Cox, of: Winstoi county, 
and to remove the civil disahilities of said minor, ‘ B 

Which was read three several times; ‘the’ rules ae ‘Bus 
pended, and passed, the title standing as stated. En 

Mr. Buntin, by leave, introduced a: bill to bé-erititled - 

An.act to amend the assessment: laws of. this State, -> d 

Which was read twice under a suspensión of the rules: and 
referred to the committee of Ways and:Means. :^ «^ 

Mr. Yandell, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act granting amnesty to persons onm of crime on 
certain conditions, which 

On his motion, E 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On motion of Mr. Fox, ; 

Referred to the J udiciary committee. 

Mr. Barnett, by leave, introduced a bill to bé entitled 

An act to amend the attachment laws of this State, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On his further motion, 

Was referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Barnett offered the following resolution, whieh was 
adopted : 

Jiesolved, That the use of this House be tendered to the 
Hon. J. L. Alcorn, on Thursday night next, and that he be 
requested to address this House and the publie on the state 


of the country, and that the Clerk be requested to inform him 
of the same. 


On motion of Mr. Seal, .of* Harrison, ili 

The House took a recess of five, minutes to “prepare the 
- Hull for the reception of the Senate, to the end that the ‘two 
Houses in joint convention proceed to the election of Confed- 
erate States Senator. 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

The Clerk was instructed to inform the Senile that the 
Hall of the House was in readiness for their reception to -the 
end that the two Houses in joint convention proceed to the 
election of Confederate States Senator. 

The Senate was announced by the Ser ‘geant-at-Arms and 
took the seats assigned them. 

The President explained the object of the joint "aont edad: 
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< Mr: Moore, of the Senate, moved that.the convention pro- 
ceed to the election of Confederate States’ Senator by ballot, 
and that tellers be appointed, l 

"Which was ádopted. . 

The President appointed as tellers ‘Messrs. Moore of the 
Senate, and Dale of .the House: 

Nominations being in order, 


Mr. Luckett, of. the Senate, nominated. Fulton Anderson, 


of Hinds. 

Mr, Moore, of the Senate, nominated J; W. C. Watson, of 
Marshall i | 

Mr. Oliver, of. the Senate, nominated James Phelan, of 
Monroe. 

Mr. Montgomery, of the House, nominated C. D. Fontaine, 
of Pontotoc.- 

Mr. Wilson; of. the Senate, nominated . "8. J. Gholson, of 
Monroe: : 

Mr. Stephens, c of the House, nominated W. 8. Featherston, 
of Marshall.. 


There being no other nominations, the convention: pro- ` 


ceeded to balloting. - r 
Ou the first ballot 04 : 
James Phelan received..... eoo. 18 votes. 
Fülton Anderson “ .........:....22 votes. 
J. W.©. Watson © ...... ies sess. 9D Votes. 
: ©. D. Fontaine. “ ....... c... soo: 4 Votes. 
S. J. Gholson ec cessccedsesell votes. 
W. S. Featherston “ ..........«..«. D votes. 
HT Ellett . a e nsn l^ 
W S Barry KV ceeeseso soos. 2 VOLES, 
C K Marshall 26 ee. s.sososese L Vote. 


ammon 


Whole number of votes ea8t........ 99 


Necessaryeto a choice .2..2. 2... ...D0 
: Neither of the candidates. having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, the Convention pr oceeded to a second bal- 
lot, when 
Fulton: Anderson received... ......91 votes. ` 


4 


J-W. C. Watson “© ..... besssnaeeene 37 votes. 
James Phelan received ............,. 16Votes. 
CD Fontaine .'* 5 ...:.......... 2 votes. 
S.J. Gholson > * ................11 votes. ` 
W. S. Featherston “ 4..........».. D votes. 
WS Barry "7:55... vewesedees 2 votes. 


ed 


Whole namber of votes cast.........104 


tie 


Necessary to à choice. sesse onee e DB 
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. Neither of the candidates having received a majority, of all 
the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to a third bal- 
lot. - 
Mr. Liddell placed in nomination Hon. "Walker Brooke, 
of Warren county. 
Fulton Anderson received ..........39 Votes. - 
J. W. C. Watson ud eoscceceececvcecec)t Votes, 
James Phelan . ‘t ....,......»«..ll votes... 
C D Fontaine € ixessetuviuues b VOU 
' §. J. Gholson US Qeoseeseeccceell VOLO. . 
W. S. Featherston“  ...... —— Ó 4 votes. .. ° 
Walker Brooke “  ..scscsseeee.. 1d votes. - 


Whole number of votes cast........107 
Necessary to à Choices. eese esee D4 
Neither of the candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, 
Mr. Brown, of the House, moved that Dus Convention take 
a recess till 3 o’clock, 
Which motion was "lost. : 
The Convention then proceeded to the fourth ballot, 
when 
Fulton Anderson received ...........30 votes. 
J. W..C. Watson * ............ 08 votes. 


James Phelan SS wtiwe wesw eae ead Ui VOLES,” 
C D Fontaine s **e999009069802099€99* 1. vote. 
S J Gholson - fs ecoccocecceé s 10 Votes. 


W S Featherston * .............. 4 Votes 
Walker Brooke uf @eegecsosee st EE) sake VORS 
Mr. Matthews uM eos E 


Number of votes.cast ..... co. ces. 107. 
Necessary to a choice eoeeeseedave o” ” 54 
Neither. of the candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, 
On motion of Mr. Moore, of the Senate, 
The Convention took a recess until 3 o’elock P. M. 


THREE O'CLock P. M.. 


Recess having expired, the Convention was called to order 
by the President. 
ae Convention then proceeded: to ie fifth ballot, 
when 
Fulton Anderson received..........32 votes. : 


Jno. W. C. Watson eee ewe 41 votes. 
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& 


James Phelan received. 2. dle ive 8 votes. 
-QD Fontaine, Etur i $ e"cve "PT éd. E ‘vote. 
G Ison s 6 Saltese eawee l2 VOLOB. 

W. S. ‘Featherston, ,“ ó o og RS ee ees PPS wb» A: votes. ^. 
Walker Brooke “ ............. 3 votes. 
a et a aee etd st dear VOLES: 


ides kay ob bac MR og ERG 4 
uit Whole, iunt bes: votes. 0M oe 4.103. i 
è aiiis iie v MEC EE. 1541.1 w—— ea ot 
„Necessary to a choice... ee ebia 1.2. cu 


Noelection,.........° Ue uet NCC "n MW f, is i 
Mr. Qliver, of. the Senate, presented the: filone comin: 
nication from the Hon..James Phelan, rus his name 
from before.the Conyention.. ^ cerises =, 


Hon. StuEoN OLIVER: 

My Esteemed FHend-—E authorize you to” ‘withdraw my 
name from before the Convention. . In doing so, I have not 
consult d with a single fripa; : bat 1 cafinot ‘consént’ longer 
to émbarráss the ‘action-8f the Lie gis} fáture : fróm mérely per- 
sonal coristdérations. * x the Deg to’ the Confederate’ Senate for 
two years, for that ti mo. d have lgbored to ‘discharge | ‘the fe- 
sponsible ‘duties of^ hat position, And now retire: from it, I 
trust, ‘without having furnished with a stain. 4he hame of 
Missisippi. ' But cidngh of this. Withdraw n day-ngme, and 
for your put’ kindness‘ aebépt an assurance of my,grateful 
remembránte:;^'^** EPETTED Your iend, 


a a er 5^ aag JA PHELAN. 


Lcd + 


The Convention-then proceeded td% sixth ballot; when 
-Fulton Anderson received Ea votes, . 
J.W. CG: Watson: LITERE a votes: 
^83. Gholéon- cm geydi cece LIT votes, 
W.S. Featherston ti rte iE votes, © P 
Waller: cited wen eie, d Da ‘5 votes, ^". 

EEUU Seeds dr 

Yandell d ecvcecsocseoto = ert 
VOLL end e eoD tus 


uo Yibübenef votes east. A743! 106 mE : 


9 
& 
agra fa 


D SNP 


Nétoseáry to s'clióicó: ‘20 sess RAFI x H oe Bt 
Nodeibtio; "FE 300005 
Mr. Montgomery, of the House, withdrew, tke" nanë òf 
Mr. Fontaine’ ^77 Ai z 
The, Couvéntion provedded to the seventh, ‘ballgt,, when : 
‘Fulión Anderson received .........40 votes. 
PF W C Watson í 200 okie. 65 Feb 442. votes, : 


olson ok Q5 ese 5 2 


si olson . n ees -ooe ÍÈ Votes, 


ay B5 ec em Ny 
LAE Bok Bg Aeg Ac peque CORE 


-2* PS Zt 3 


vA 
1 
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Ws Featherston.roceiied-. DEAL NC vv Š A 9 votes, 


Walker -Breoke..... t “vase ecb rgb OQ Votes, 
et NE 12702905 "m p" J frein i, re 
Number:votes CABLs eese e ee ESEP S C 
aw US s2t*55920252a^g2807 " oiov rogus s M 


Necessary.to a choices... 2... soo. DA HT 
Neither ofthe candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes.cast, the..Convention- proceedéd t6 tle eighth 


ballot, when- Mr ‘Liddell, of the House, withdrew the LE 
of Hon. Walker Brooke... : A dod ; O3 WIRY n E 


Fulton Anderson er | uui tate As du 426 £c 
v cub W O Wato vt. jt We to iz TERASEI E 


Ed vv so. 
but 45 v 8J.: *Ghol&on: r? ; izobesH: prs mare b ‘Se 13:5 Dian 
M 


WS Featherston t6 TA) ar 


Ilt 
eld UT 52 wi APPS" PUT 6 TÜG as 


nacic weer? weil 
bs KERN Number votes cast, red tue cuni er oe ROR ee “yt ate 
£80 ny" Ln ge ty bt spa yd ion P. ey 
E ecehellry tek a choice’: : 


«e Noo e *a2*9j MERE R2. linha 


“Mr Aleorh thén róse to a point. of o: rer, that. in ball oting 
“each. member should deliver. hig balfol to; the tellers, and not 
“by proxy. {It was ‘sustained. a 


" P Gorivention then proceeded t to the Binh. "ballot "when 


déc e 
ie: , Fulton Api. "M ii nef "ht putes KERETI pp 7 
r “ce WC OR č a Wes DER, (id E ux 
a * SJ Gholson d ^N: i 


Re ER el Rt ftp" li. 
PS Peatherbton, e"! HURTS: | 
ocu ; Brad ford. ^ foa 


L4 
^s 


ur E 


ze C 
C—UTTETIESTTD T 
, T UP 
a 


xi Naber NOLES: CASE è ofe aio e esi IIETPUIFPXI eess»108 

omm On det) Tepe?! grade 

Necessary t to ‘a choice, oc e toon sient veode ob , 95 
Mr. Stephens, of the House, withdrew.the;‘nameof Gen. 
W.S Featherston. ET 


Neither, of the candidates "Having "repoi ved... y: ‘majority of 


all the votes ea ist, the. Convention proceeded : ito the ok 
ballot, when, qu 

Fulton Anderson “ ..............41 votes. 
J. W.O. Watson | 45. ses Ser n DEI WOES. 
S J. Gholson WT ee ecceceveeeld votis. 


Neither of the candidates, hayingi .received:a majority of 


deat 


all the votes cast, the Convention proceeded to the, eleventh 
, ballot, when. , E a 
2i br e EN Uus Ae TUM 
J W.C Watson, , By! WS 


rii 


rae a. Tp ; 55954 8e, TEPEE: Wa 
S3 'Gho to Son oe J Ad “s te gs 41 à 


bbc uh db Rb cipia des 


rige 
De Y S 


"t of 


args DB * 


a? det d fsh 2500232295 16287 eA F6 eT A eat Der oe 
be * ae "y F 
Nuinber- votes ensb2:if..t..-.O EQUUS x siaa be 
PF Kilolse 5 X 


usg 9 545220 goal "IU n 


Necessary to à Choice.....seeseccaceesers OD 
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States’ Sénator for thé term of six yeárs from thé ex] iration 


& 


plished, the Senáté retired to their chatrb&r Ti 1o rs 


: TAE A, * 
SFDI Sc ca ieee, toxin, dt Eor O PROPS -4i 


^ " p * T * a, sr * " rga Y r - 
ee Lis ut Q5 Mob ee pep UU falis m TELE ted | nb Mag 
* 
i F if. x TE T T 633 E 
* oth? 4 Pa P8 4 1 ZE A id KDH Tel gj, bsart Y iate z 
a "a 
“et E : p è rpa T HE" 
t t M . 3 SCApís “$ l iezim fa | 10g es fg ,75 8 ee? ne Fo x 
à m p? st » T " f. a ed 2 4 . 
, SUAM wf 5 «lm al; Eno dU qe mili uw PaPa 
4 ar ji Ras z : 
1 E tes tro. iMt j sd. WE 2 E “es ee ASST ca ty NLIS ZU "TEE 
"s id e^ bi^ *r 
DE MEL C I 1 vasi F EC. 
e - - * d 
t . t t A : i 31 aae yE BO a Yiee aR 0n 
House met pursuant to adjournmen NE. axo hig, *by 
P J é 335038 [M i & ELI éd 


Prayer by the Rey; Mr. Larrghee- |. cadiz 
Journal of yesterday, read and-approved. |, tagg . 


The following message, was received from the Senate: ,... + 


- 
reu 


Mg.. SPHAKERIO bsp posue toss. Feot asa Kurg d 
The Senate have passed x Bill'entitled. “an‘aet to:authorize 
the repáiť of the:Móbile'and-Ohió: Railroad’ between kotona 
and Tupelo; iirthis State, ard for ótlier purposes? me ih 
Have also passed a House bill entitled “an aet té'aménd the 
school laws of:-the county of Itawamba” ors vay dat! 
And concurred-in ‘the! House! joint résolution entitled “joint 
resolution instructing. our Senators ‘and ‘réquesting our Repre- 


a 


sentatives theréin named.» 26) s Gul E Cbs © 


Which was ‘read! thiee several timés ündera suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title: gtanding.He'statéd.'c iis pe 
Mr. Houstoh, by leave, introdueét.a bill to besettitled: > 
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An act to extend the provisions.of;an act entitled an act to 
suspend for a limited time certain per tions of, the Statute of 
Limitations, . . - = 

Which was read twice ‘under a suspension ¢ of the rules, and 
referred to.the Judiciary committee. TE 

...My, Houston presented the petition of J: ames F, White;and 
others, of Monree conunty,. accompanied by a bill for. their .re- 
lief entitled “an act for the relief of the Agriseen, and legates 
of John T. Fortson, . _ 

Which was read twice under : a suspension "of the rules, 

Mr. Houston offered the following resolution: 

Kesolved, That the Judiciary committee be and they are 
hereby instructed to bring in.a.bill so changing the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Mississippi as to allow soldiers in service, 
whether within or without the limits of the State, to vote for 
Governor,. members of the. Legislature, and all other State 
and county officers, as if cal Were at the time in the county 
of their own residence, T 

Which was adopted. ` eaa 

Mr. Allen introduced a bill: to'be intitled- 

An act to allow the ‘Sheriffs and Tax Collectors additional 
time tó'cóllect the taxes for the year 1862; in eertáin cases, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, aid 
referred to the Judiciary eomtuttee. ^. 

Mr. Eskridge, by leave; introduced. a, bill: to be entitled 

An act tU encourage the mene: of cotton and wool 
cards in this State, -> . i. 

Which was read twice under s Suspension “of the rules, and 
referred tà the committee of Ways ånd Méans.. - 

Mr: Upshaw, by, leave, introduced a. joint resolution in re- 
lation to the illegal impressment of slaves, &o.; 

Which was read twice under a een of: the rules, and 
adopted. - 

_,;On motion of Mr, ‘Seal, af; Harri ikon 

- -The regular order of business wns;suspended, and Senate 
messages taken up, and.the Senate joint resolution adding a 
committee cn Agrieulture and Mechanics, to the joiit stand- 
ing committees of thé Legislature, was eoneurred i in. i 

The Senaté bill to be, entitled a 

An act to incorporate the Alabama and Mississippi Rivers 
Railroad-Company, was.read once. ~.. 

The. Senate bill to.be-entitled . PEE 

An aet:to:exténd the time of assessing the taxes in coun- 
ties therein nated, ‘was: read dod under a cuepenslen: or a 
rules. TEMP 

Mr. Rogers offered the; following a endment: OE 

“Strike outthe county of Tippah:". "is " ae ee 

On motion.of Mti Regan, «p, poro 3 


Ei 
* i 
* 
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Ways and Means. / . < ui i on 

Senate bill to be éntitled ^ pons ro E PH 

| An att for the xéliet o£ G. S. "MéMiflas Pistät Aitoitiey 
for the 2d Judicial District of the State of Mississippi, 2. - 

Was read three several times under stpenion of the Tules, 
and passed, ihe title standing as stated, - 

' Senate bill to ‘be ‘entitled an act. for the ši pee ay —€— of 
personal propéity, wrongfully takeii oridetaine 

Which was read twice under a suspension of tlie rales.. 

Mr. Johnson, of DeSoto,’ offered thé following amendment. 

Src. — Be it further enacted, That 2000 copies of this 
bill be printed in’ pahiphleg rh, . .and £hat the Secretary of 
State be required to distr] he same as éqyilly. as may, be, 
to the different counties | State, which, 

On motion of Mr. Seal MIR ison, ar, B 

Was laid on the table. ^ S SPD» UCM 

Mr. Regan ófferéd the folíóWing amendment: ^U D 

Strike out “three months" wherever it occurs, and iüsett 
"twelve months," 

Which was adopted. < 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended, the bill read the third trme and 
passed, the title standing-as stated. 

The Senate’ joint resolution for defr: ayi ing certain expenses, 
was concurred in by. the House. : .. .., nib 

Also, Senate, joint. resolution appointing, a “joint. select com- 
mitttee to revise.and compile the, Constitution, of the, State of 
Mississippi, &c., was taken up. . MEET 

On motion of Mr. Lewers,. .. . T 

-The blank ,was filled’ With, fives: and the’ revolution obiücuried 

in by thé House, "^ c 

Same committee Appoftited as ona similar resólutith passed 
by the House and concurred in by the Senate. : | 

Senate bill to_be entitled ' | | 

Ai act'to ptóvide for the examination, of the "- of the 
Auditor of Public Accounts and State ‘Treasurer, l 

Which was read once. 

Senate bill to be entitled 

An act to extend the powers of the Police Courts of" Chick. 
asaw, Noxubee, Winston, Choctaw, Carroll: and Sunflower 
counties, | ‘ : ° 

Which was read twice under a suspension of thé rules, and 
referred to the committee on Indigent Families. Ue 

Senate bill to be entitled S 

An act to *emove the civil disabilities of J osiah H. Askew, 

Which was read three several times times under a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 


The bill and amendment were o referred tothe of 


Do 


"Ls 


= d 


M4 


. Senate bill tohe entitled. ^. |. z 
An act to extend the law in reference o MEM iof roads; 
Was read twice under a suspension of the "Fules;,. 
My., Minter moved. m -amend by rengat the ee of 
“Sunflower,” +7 > "D PPM l 
Which, , WAS, ado ted, ub DUE E A ` 
On motion of Mr. Upshaw, , . .. 
The. bill was. referred to the committee on, Tatera. Ini: 
provements, with; instructions, to bring.i in a general, bill on the, 
same subject,, 
a . The: Speaker asked, and obtained leave of absence for a few 
‘days. - 2? 
Leave of absence. was grantes 
On motion of Mr. Yandell; di a" 
‘Hon. J. L. Alcorn was chos EE iccclamation Speaker pro. 
iem. ee C : 
On motion of Mr. Upshaw; T . TE 
The House. adjourned, unti¥?to-morrow. morning at 94 
oclocks — .. , . um 


ka T. Buntia. "mE, 


LI 
^ ^ $ ^ Ld 


THURSDAY; Nos: 19, 1863. 


" 


The House met pt. to adjournmerit. 
;. Journal'of yesterday was read and approved. 
* Thé/Gommittee on Enrolled Bills made the followiog report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— l 

, The. committee on, Encolled Bills, have. examined a bill enti- 
tled “an act/ to. remove the civil disabilities of Adolphus H. 
Ware,” find the same correctly enrolled and have submitted 
it to the Governor for. his approval and signature.. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. J ohnson, of DeSoto, 
Mr. McGehee, of Pike, and Mr. Eskridge, of Tallahatchie. ' 

On motion of. Mr. Upshaw, 

The House proceeded to the consideration’ of Senate mes- . 
sages. 

Sean bill to be entitled 

An act to authorize the payment of interest upon common 
school funds, and for other purposes, was read once. 

» Senate bill to be entitled 

Au act for the relief of Samuel M, Meek, 

Was read twicé under a suspension of the rules, 

On motion of Mr. Rucks, 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated, ` 


t 


* 


1%5: 

, Senate; joint .xesolution:. ,instrugting; or: , Senators; ndre- 
questing. onr Representatives in, Congress. ito; urge the- -repigal 
of that portion of the conscript, as eee A 
in the army, was, cpneurred;dn; i; «qot patie b. Mast d 

-enete bilk to. bé entitled ;;-:..- re iuda ern sd um 

n act, í« o, xemova. the, civil; disabilitiess; of. 'Thomás;. Mai 
Smedes, ghoh Piedi epeh LEE hy Ey d 

Was. read three several times under 2 suspensi on of the 
rules and’ passed, thé «itle standing hodie ae n 

Senate imendmient tó-Honse jom "resólütion. sétting anir ort 
the words: sofiicérs”” thé" words soy ‘also pay. "dil thé &mióun a 
dieto the ‘families of legat heirs “öf: deceased soldiers," "re. 
questing the pasdlige ' f an^aet' for the" appoltitinent c ofi 
agent OF agents, to: ‘Nettle unsettled aee ‘and ' certificates 
and réeeipte given'pérsóne; Tor proyistói ' tis,’ Gt: will concurred 


E] 


"- 


in by the House. - P UP iif (T 
“Mr. "Thómp&on- asked nd: obtained ` elito intjógiisd thé" 
following résolution,’ which’ Wis adopted : fé dde een 


Resolved, That Gen. SD: ‘Lee, : Geit N. B: Forest ad 
Gen. S, W. Fe guson be invited, to take’ feats’ Heitbil the bs: 
of this House during their sta ay’ in Coltimbiis, and that a'comt 
mittee ‘of three bé appointed “to inform them" ofthe passage 
of this resolution, ponpa soot vodbos heap tes ee dp PP 

. The Speaker appointed as committee; pn- ere resolution, 
Messrs, Thompson, , Johnson;of , Wilkingonj.and ‘Ross. i: adi 

Senate bill to berentitled. ^ an dU awe oe oe n ood n3 Pas 

An act to compel Anderson "Bean, ex-Sheriff, to pay over; 
certain money to the Treasurer of Chickasaw county, and | for 
other purposes, MAE RU LONE A 

Was read twieé'uhder Ü 8üs] nsin afi the Tiles and referred, 
to thé J udiciary coininittee," ue LIE 

Senate joint resolution his aotii g'i our Serato sind reqtisst-- 
ing our Representatives in Co ngtess -to pass: an act makin 
Confederate’ notes aTegil tender, ‘Was*read once. 7, | + 

"Mr. Powe offered the followin gated tient by sway, of stibi, 
stitute: B 

- Strike out’ ‘all after ihe word “resolved” aiid inde, «jy he. 
Legislatüré of ‘the State'of- Miskiséi sipy i That, the Cónfe foot 
States Séhatoré "front thé Sthte' ‘of Mississippi’ be “instr uckedy 
and: the'Représentatiyes in Congress - froti thé different ‘Digs, 
tricts. of this: State bé reqiiésted;- to use ‘their’ best. endéavors: 
to procure! thé passage of #Iaw aütliorizihg ‘the issuance: og 
bonds, beariug 6 per cent., for the redemption of thé Confedz 
erate Treasury notes ngw in,cireulatjon.-and. which may'ibe 
issued, up to the first of- January, A. ;Di:1864, and, to .prodire 
all things necessary to be done to make the Contederate, 
Treasury notes issued after the first day of Jannary,.- A/D. 
1864, a legal tender. in ; all :. contracts, whatsoever; througliQut 
the Confederate States." 


o4" oT7ceg& 


TO 
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Mr. Rogers moved that the substitute be laid on the table. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved that the- ‘substitute and origi- 
nal resolution bé laid on the table. 

Mr. Bradford called for a division of the question. 

The vote was first taken on laying the resólution on' the ta- 
ble and decided in the negativé by TOM and nays called for 
by Messrs. Powe, Stephens and Tindall: 


Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Ama, Brown Bar- 
nett, Easterling, Fowler, Grace, Gowan, Hicks, "Hooker, Lid- 
dell, Lewers, Murdock, McKay of Green, McNiel, Owen, 
Pope, Powe, Pinson, Regan, Rucks, Seal of Harrison, Ses- 
sions, Stephens, Tindall, Turley and Yandell—28. 

Nays—Messrs. ' Allen, Bradferd, Bestor, Boon, Barton, 
Clark, Cunningham, Carroll, "Downs, Deason.of Jones; Daniel, 
Dillard, Dale, Evans, Fox, Foxworth, Faleoner, Gully, Har- 
ris, Hathorn, Hendon, Isom, Irby, J ackson, Johnson of Wil- 
kinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, Lott, Lowry, Minter, 
Moore, Marable, Morehead, Montgomery, Maxwell, McKay 
of Neshoba, McLaurin, McGehee, Prewitt, Rogers, Ross, 
Robinson, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, 
Taylor, Thompson, Upshaw, Wells, Wier and W ynne—53. 


'The House refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

The question was then taken on laying the substitute on 
the table and decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays 
called for by Messrs. Powe, Stephens and Tindall, as follows, 
to-wit: 


Y xAs—Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, Barton,. Barnett, 
Clark, Cunningham, Downs, Deason of J ones, Daniel, "Dale, 
Evans,Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Gully, Hicks, Harris, Hathor n, 
Hendon, Isom, Kirk, Lott, Moore, Marable, McKay of 
Neshoba, MeLaurin, McGehee, Owen, Pinson, Prewitt, Ro- 
gers, Ross, Robinson, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Ses- 


sions, Shelley, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Taylor, Thompson, 


Turley, Upshaw , Wells, Wier and W ynne—47. 

Navs—Mr. Speaker,- Messrs. Archer, Arnold, Boon, 
Brown, Carroll, Deason of Copiah, Dillard, Easterling, Fox- 
worth, Grace, Gowan, Hooker, Irby, J ackson, Johnson of 
Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Liddell, Lowry, Lewers, 
Morehead, Montgomery, Maxwell, Mur dock, McKay of 
Green, MoNiel, Pope, Powe, Regan, Rucks, Stephens, acm 
and Yandell—33.: l 


The substitute was laid ot the table. 

Mr. Rogers moved that the resolution be made ne “special 
order for Tuesday next, ` 

Which was lost. EON NEA X i 

. The following message was'received fr om the Senate: 
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Mz. SPEAKER— is 

The Senate.has passed the: followtag: entitled, pills: NECR 

An. act to changé the name of Nancy Delaware Wyatt: to 
that, of. ner Delaware Gibbs, and to. enable J ogéph ; Gibbs 
and ‘wife to adopt her as their child.. i 

A bill éentitled.*an act- to enable. the High Gourt’ of, Eirors 
and. Appeals of this State to prevent injustiée to suitors and . 
to 'eorrect some of. the evils. arising from the present use," - 

A bill to be entitled an aot: for the relief of -citizens of De- 
oo county; whose lands: have. heen: illegally’ Sold for taxes 
of 1862.. 

And concurred: in ‘the Joint resólutioti of the House entitled 
joint resolution- in-yelation to the. ilegal inipressment of slaves. 

Pending the motion to concur. án tbe Senate resolution, ' 

On motion ‘of -Mr. Hicks, ~ Lanes | 

The House adjouined until 3.0 ‘lock, P. nM. iX 


s E o "CLOCK, P. x 2 

House met pursuant to sdjouinmetit. ` 

The House resumed ihe -conefdération of: d question 
pending on ‘adjournment, to-wit: "The Senate resolution i in- ° 
structing our Senators and: requesting opr Représentatives in 
Congress to pass an act imaking Confederate notes a legal 
tender, and the motion- that: the House coneur therein. 

Mr. Thompson offered the following: ‘amendment by way of 
substitute: ` 
` Amend by striking out allafter the: word “requested” and: 
insert “to urge Before Congress the passage ofa law that will 
retire from circulation the présent outstanding Treasury notes, 
and provide for the issuance of ‘Freasury notes, or other evi- 
dences of debt, which shall” be declared s egal. tender in 
the paymént of debts, 

Which was adopted by yeas and nays: ‘called for by Messrs. 
Bradford, Stubbs of Smith and Minter: ^ «^ 

Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer,- Allen, Arnold, Boon, © 
Brown, Barnett, Cunningham, Carroll, "Dedson of Copiah, 
Deason of ‘Jones, Daniel, Dillard; Evans, Fowler, Foxworth, 
Grace, Gowan, Hicks, Hooker, "Hathorü, Isom, Irby, J ackson, 
Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, Liddell, 
Lott, Lowry, Lewers, Miter, Montgomery, Maxwell, Mur- 
' dock, ‘McKay of Green, M cLaürin;- “McNeil, Popé, Powe, 
Pinson, Regan, Robinson, Sessions, Snttón; Stephens, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tindall, Turley, Wells, Wier, Watson, Yandell—54. 

Nays—Messrs, Bradford, "Clark, Downs, Dale, Fox, Fal- 
coner; Gully, Harris, | Hendon, Moore, Marable,*McKay of 
Ne eshoba, Prewitt, Rogers, Ross, Sealof Harrison; Seal of - 
a , Shelley, Stubbs of Smith, Upshaw and Wynne—22. 

—12 
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The substitute | was adopted, : 
Mr. Falconer offered the following amendment 
` Resolved by the Legislature: of. the State of Mississippi, 
That it is the sense of this Legislature that the Congress: of. 
the Confederate States should adopt some- measure making 
Confederate Treasury notes 9” legal’ -tendérin payment of 
all debts contracted after such meastre. becomes a law, anda 
legaltender in-payment: of debts before contracted in so far 
as to bar interest on all debts in-which interest i$ nota part 
of the written contract ‘after tender of ‘payment shall have 
been made in said Treasury notes. ` : i 
Which was lost.: p”. ` 
The question : then recurred onthe adoption of the Senate 
r ME as amended, and was decided in the affirthative by 
as and nays called for by desee Dale, Minter and Brad- 
For d: 


Yrss—Mr. Boite Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Bestor, 
Boon, Brown, Barnett, Cunningham, Car roll; Deason of Co- 
piah, Downs, - "Densón of J ones, ; Daniel, Dillard, Evans, Fox- 
worth, Falconer, Grace, Gowan, Hooker, Hathorn, Isom, Irby, 
J Jackson, Johnson-of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, 

Liddell, Lowry; Leyers, Minter, Moore, Maxwell, Murdock, 
McKay of Green, McLaurin, Pope, Powe, Pr ewitt, Regan, 
Rucks, Ross, Robinson, Sessions, Shelley, Sutton, Stephens, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tindall, Upshaw; . Wells, , Wier and Yan- 
dell—55. -. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Clark, Dale, Fowler, Fox, Gully, 
Harris, Hendon, Lott, Mar able,. Montgomery, McKay of 
Neshoba, McGehee, MeNiel, Pinson, Rogers, Seal of. Harri- 

2, Seal of. Hancock, Stubbs of Smith, Turley, Watson and 
NS "yntie—93. : 
The resolution was ant in. e ; 
The foe message was. received from the Governor: 


a EXECUTIVE OFFICE, } 
p: ‘Columbus, Nov. 19th, 1863. 
Mr. SPEAKER— | 
His Excellency, the Governor, hàs signed and’ approved 
the following House bil: ' 
An act to remove. the civil disabilities of DUMP H. 
Ware, a minors | 
Mr. Murdock, bs leave broie E: bin to be entitled 
‘An act to authorize the collection of maney loaned to rail- 
road companies from the Chickasaw school fund, i 
Which was referred without r p.c 
Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Bar ton end Minter. 
On motion of Mr. Jackson 
Mr. Dale was added to the: committee: on Military Affairs s. 


a 
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“Senate bill to be entitled 

An-aet to authorize the repair of the Mobile and Ohio Rail- 
road between Okolona and "Tupelo, and for other pur poses, © 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On motion of Mr: Thompson, . 

Referred to the committee of the Whole a made the spe- 
cial order for 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

On motion of ‘Mr. Brown, | 

The. House” adjourned ‘until 90 "clock to-morrow morning. 


1 
4 


FRID AY, November 20, 1868. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. . 

Prayer by.tbe Rev. Mr, Coleman. 
: Journal of yesterday read and approved. 

.Leave of absence was granted Messts. Hasterling and 

Robinson.: ^ 

Mr. Wm. C. Staples, Representative elect from the county 
of Choctaw, presented his credentials and was Sworn in as a 
member of the House. 

Mr.‘ Watson, from the select committee.on Indi gent Fami- 
lios made the following report: 
Mz. SPEAKER— 

The select committee charged with the duty of suorum 
2 bill for the indigent families of soldiers, have performed 
the duty assigned: t them, and herewith report a bill to b» en- 
titled ^an act better to provide for the families of our sol- 
diers," and recommend its adoption. 

The bill was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole op 
said bill, 

Mr. Regan in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose and reported the bill back to the House, 
with a recommendation that 1t be laid on the table, 200 copies 


pri inted, and made the special order for Tuesday next at 11 
o'clock. 


Mr Moore introduced a bill to be entitled 

An aot for thé relief of Mississippi State Troops, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr Falconer made thé following report from a select com- 
mittee: 
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Mz. Sewanee 

t The special committee to whom was referred the report 
of Cooper & Kimball, Public Printers, | have had the same 
under consideration and find it correct in every respect. 
They find that the Laws and Journals of the calledésesaion 
of the Legislature, held in Deeember and January. last, 
were printed as. stated in their report, and only required 
stitching to be ready for delivery ;—that the Federals came ` 
to Jackson and destroyed all. Your committee are of the 
opinion that Cooper & Kimball should not be allowed the 
old ptice for printing these Laws and Journals, which will 

t, in consequence of the enhanced price of ‘labor, paper 

and other material, reimburse them by more than one-half. 

They therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying 
bill. They beg leave further to recommend the passage of 
the accompanying billestablishing the price of printing. 
In consequence of the. depreciation of the currency, the 
scarcity of material and the difficulty of procuring it, and 
the enhanced price of labor, it is impossible for the Printers 
to do the work at the-prices now established by law without 
- avery heavy sacrifice. The prices therein stated, we are 
satisfied, are reas nable. Werecommend that the bills be 
printed on newspaper, as the work can be done for about 
one-half what it would cost if printed on foulscap. 

The bill entitled “an act for the relief of Cooper & Kim- 
ball, State Printers,” 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

. The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole 
on said bill, * 

_ Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the Chair. 

After some time spent thercin, 

The committee rose, reported the bill’ back to Hue House, 
and recommended its passage. 

> The hill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

The bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the price’ of 
State Printing,” 

Was read three times under a suspension of the rules ahd 
passed, the title standing as sta‘ ed. 

M:. Bestor, from the committee on Education, made the 
following report : 

Mn. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the 
bil! to be entitled ‘an act to incorporate the ‘Southern Col- 
leze of Medical Surgery," have had:the same under consid- 
eration, and have instructed me to: report the biil back to 
the House, and recommend that it do pass. 
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Tlie report was 3 received and agreed to. 

. The bill was then'read the third time and nus thetitle 
stending as stated. 

The following message was received from the Serate : 


Mr. SPEAKER— - i 

The Senate has passed a bill entitled. čan act to authorize 
‘the President of the, Board of Police of Winston county to. 
bring suits for the collection of notes made payable to the 


Swamp Land Commissioners of said county, and for other 


purposes." 
And have adopted the following joint resolutions in which 
the concurrence of the Honse is desired, to-wit: 
Reso‘ution in relation to’ adjournment, and resolution in 
eaten to Executive Mansion’ Fund. 
The Senate has concurred in House E to Senate 
bill entitled “an act for the speedy recovery of personal 


property wrongfully'taken or detained," with an amend- ` 


ment to House amendment. 

The Senate.has passed a substitute for House bill.entitled 
“an act to authorize the Board of Police of the county of 
Itawamba to borrow money from the school fund." The 
said substitute is.entitled “an act to authorize the Boards of 


Police of the different counties to borrow money from the 


school fund.” 

The Senate ‘have passed the following House bills: 

An act to change the time of holding the Probate Court 
. of Leake county. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Sydney Moore 
Jackson. 

An act to , change the name of Mildred Harris, of Itawam- 
ba county.” - 

An act for the relief of John W. Cox, and to remove the 
civil disabilities of the same: 

And have concurred in the House: resolution granting 
leave of absence to Tryan M. Yancey, with an amendment 
thereto, in which the concurrence of thé House is desired. 

* Mr. Wells from the committee on Propositions and Griey- 
ances, made the following. report which was received and 
agreed to: ` l 


Mr. SPEAKER—. . X l 
The standing committee on Propositions and Grievances 
to whom was referred “an act to compel Railroads to keep 
lights, fire and, Water on. their cars" have had the same un- 
der consideration and have instructed me to report the said 
bill back to the House, and recommend that it do pasi: 
The bill was read the third time.. Í 
Mr. Murdock moved the following amendment : 
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Amerd by way of engrossed ryder—  . 

` Sec. Be it further enacted, That the said: Mobile and Ohio 

Railroad Company shall not be: liable for any penalties, pro- 
vided for in this act for not furnishing lights on the cars 
should they find it impracticable to procure oil, which | 

On motion of Mr. Turley, 

Was laid oh the table. . 

The bill was then read the third time " pasted the tit 


Standing as stated.’ 


Mr. Wells made the following reports: : 


Mn. SPEAKER— 

The standing committee on "Propositions and Grievances 
to whom was referred the petition of Reese Price, of Clark 
county, praying relief for.a negro man and other property 
lost while impressed into the service of the State, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- ` 


port that no legislation is necessary; his remedy being pios 
vided for in the impressment act:, ..., 


Mz. SPEAKER— nm S U : 
The stand.ng committes ‘on Propositions and Grievances 


. to whom was referred the resolution to appropriate pay to 


a 


G. C. Dennis, am independent ‘soldier in "Company F; 14th 
Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, and who was taken ` pris- 
oner at the surrender of Fort Donelsón, have had the same 
under consideration, and .have instructed me to report the | 
same back to the House and‘ recommend that it do not pass. ' 
Which were received and agreed to. E 
Mr. Wells: made the following report : à 


Mn. SPEAKER— P 

-The standing committee on Propositions and Grievances 
to whom was Teferrod the memorial of W. C. Tucker, of 
Lowndes county, asking for the passage of a law permitting 
him to sell wine by the bottle, manufactured by him from 
the grape, have had said memorial.under consideration, and 
have instructed me*to report.the same back, to the House 
with a recommendation that no: Jegislation is DECORA Y olf 
the sulject. 

Mr. Wells moved that the report be received and agreed 
to. 
Mr. Hicks called for a division of the question. ij 
The vote was first taken’ on ` receiving the report ‘and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

"The question ‘wis then taken’ on sgrecing’ to the report 
and decided in the negative, ` 
The portion was then, 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, BE 


ge + 
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183 


Referred to the joint standing committee on Agriculture 
and Mechanics, | us .. 

Mr, Seal, of Harrison. made the following report which 
Was.received and: agreed to.: » » 


Mz. SPEÀAKER-— 5500 Et E 

The committee on "Elections, to whom. was nod a res- 
olution of enquiry.as to the constitutionality of::members 
holding over and taking seats’ in:this body, have ‘had the 
same under consideration for‘some’ timé, and T am instructed 
to report that the’ 6th article of dmendment of the Constitit- 
tion of the State of: Mississippi, . approved : Nov. - 19,1857, 
which is couched in these words— -~ 


` That the following: words;/be and they are hace insert- 
‘edin the Constitution of the State and form a part thereof, 
to-wit: That- the amendment of the Constitution voted for 
by a:majority of the qudlified .electors.of this State at the. 
last general election,. known as the tenure of. office ameng- 
ment, and which was added io the Constitution by an act 
of the Legislature of :this State, approved the 6th day of 
February, 1856, be ‘abrogated so far as.it fixes the Tenure of 
office of members of the Legislature, and. in lieu thereof 
the tollo wing section be aoc and inserted in the Consti- 
tution: 

"So. +. The ous of office of peu ss of the Legisla- 
ture shall be forthe. period: now fixéd-by the Constitution, 
and shajl commence from and after their election and expire 
at the next general election at whcih their successors are 
. elected, . Approved Nov. 19, 1857.". 

This,améndment settles this: ‘question beyond doubt, and it 
is the opinion of the comittee that. members of the Legis- 
lature cannot hold over under the Constitution’ of this State. 
All of whieh'ig “submitted. eae ; 


The Speaker announced as the committee. on Agriculture 
and Mechanics, Messrs. Tindall, Murdock, Cunningham, 
Brown, Yandell and, Ross. . 

Mr. Murdock, by leave, introduced the following preamble 
and resolution, which was adopted : 

- WHEREAS, It was impossible for the citizens of the. eity 
of Vicksburg to hold an élection for a Representative to this 
House at the late general election in consequence of the oc- 
cupation of said Quy by ihe forces. of the ped States 
therefore, te 

- Resolved, That ER, Tadley, Tapresentatire from. saith 
eity in the Jast Legislature, be‘invitedl to take a séat-in tliis 

Mouse and participate in its discussions, and that he beal- 
lowed pay and mileage-as other-inembers. : ROTG 

Mr. Fowler made the following report: © «+: o.s 


E 


a0 
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Mr. SPEAKER— i ` tc 
The joint standing committee on Internal Improveinents 
have had under their consideration House bill entitled “an act 


to suspend the Levee tax authorized to.be assessed by the . 


Boards of Police of the Mississippi River Levee District,” and 
have instructed me to report the same.back to the House and 
recommend its passage. 

Which was received and agreed to... . | 

The bill was read three several times-under a suspension of 
the rules andpassed, the title standing as stated. i 

. Mr. Upshaw made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Military Affairs ‘have had under consid- 
eration a bill to be entitled “an act to provide an assistant to 
‘the Quartermaster-General of the State,” and have instructed 
me to report said bill back to the House with an amendment, 
and, recommend that it do pass as amended. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Liddell moved to amend the amendment - “reported by 
the committee by adding the words “unless such clerk be a 
disabled soldier,” 

Which was adopted. 


- The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 


standing as stated. 


Mr. Upshaw, from the committee on Military Affairs, made - 


the following report: » 


Mr. SPEAKER— 


The committee on Military Affairs have had under consid- 


eration a bill to be entitled “an agt to encourage enlistments 
in the army of the Confederate States and for other purposes,” 
and have instructed me to report the same back to the House 
with the recommendation. that it do pass. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Regan, 


The bill was laid on the table, 200 copies ordered to be 
printed, and made the special order for Wednesday next at 


12 o'clock. 
Mr. Watson, from the J udiciary committee made the fol- 
.lowing report: ` 


Mn. SPEAKÉR— 
The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill to 


-be entitled an act to repeal an. act entitled an act to prohibit. 


the distillation of spirits from grain, molasses and sugar, ap- 


proved January 3d, 1863, and for other purposes, have m- 


structed me to report the same back to the House with 4 
recommendation that it do pass. 


2. 


* 
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Mr. Shelley offered the. following amendment: 
Strike.out.the words “ten dollars" wherever it occurs and 

insert “five dollars,” and strike out “twelve dollars” Woerever 

it occurs and irisert«*six dollars." 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, . * 

The amendment was laid-on the table. 

The bill was then read a third. time, the rules s being sus- 
pended, and passed; the title standing as stated. | 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Gowan. 

The hour for the special order having arrived, 

'The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole on 
the bill to be entitled - - 

An act to authorize the repair of tlie Mobile and Ohio Rail. 
road between Okolona and Tupelo, and for other purposes, 

Mr. Bradford in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

'The committee rose and reported the bill back to the House, 
and asked leave to sit again at 3 o'clock. — 

On motion of Mr. Seal of Harrison, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O CLOER; P. M. 


House met pursiant to adjournment. | 
`” The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow: 
ing enrolled joint resolutions and bills: 

A joint resolution for the purpose of compiling the Con- 
En of: the Piste of Mississippi and the Confederate 

tates 

À joint resolution requesting the Governor to do all things 
necessary to protect the people from illegal impressmerits. 

A joint resolution - ‘instructing the Senators and requesting 
the OREN in Congress -for certain purposes therein 
name 

Also, an act entitled an act to amend the school laws of the 
county of Itawamba. 

Found the*same correctly enrolled and have subadued 
them to the Governor for his approval and signature. 

The House then.resumed consideration of the question 
pending on adjournment, and went into committee of the 


Whole -- - * 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, i in the Chait. 

"The following message was received from the wed 
through his Private Secretary, Mr. Charles C. Farrar: 


- 


$ 
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"ExECUTIVE Orrici, > [ 
i oiim pis, JNov..20, 1863. 
Mr. RU TM - 

His Excellency, the Governor, has this day signed and 
approved the following bill:and resolutions, entitled : 

An act to amend the school laws of the county of Itawamba. 

‘Resolution instructing the Senators and requesting -the 
Popre optan ven in Congress for ` certain purposes therein 
named. 

Resolution. requesting the ree to do all things neces- 
sary to protect the people from illegal impressment. 

Resolution for the purpose of compiling the Constitution of 
the State of Mississippi and the Constitution oi the Confed- 
erate States. i 

After some time spent ‘therein... ; 

The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House 
with sundry. amendments, - with the recommendation that it 
do pass. f ^u. 

The report was received and reed to. - 

The bill was then read .a third time. undet.a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Regan called up the special order.for Wednesday last, 
to-wit: a bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act to author- 
ize the appointment of two medical commissioners to ds- 
pecially attend to the sick and wounded soldiers from this 
State in the Confederate army; and’ for-other purposes, ap- 
provéd January 1, 1863. 

The rules were suspended, the bill read the third time and 
passed, the title standing as:stated. — 

Mr. Gully, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to increase the salary of the Probate Judge of Kem- 
per county, 

Was read three several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the.title standing as stated.. 

Mr. Lowry offered the. following joint. resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the Confederate 
States Senators from the State of Mississippi be instructed, 
and the Representatives in Congress from this State be re- 
quested to use their best ehdeavors to procure the removal of 
Gens. Pemberton and Lovell, so that our. army may not here- 
after be endangered by their blunders. 

"Which was read once. ` 

Mr. Johnson; òf Wilkinson, moved that the resolution be 
rejected, which was decided in the ‘affirmative’ by yeas and 
nays called gor by Messrs. Lowry, Jackson and Hicks: 

Y gAs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Allen, Bradford, Bes- 
tor, Boon, Barton, Brown, Barnett, Clark, Cunningham, Car- 
roll, Downs, Deason of Jones, Daniel, Dillard, Dale, Evans, 
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Howick Fox, Faltoner, Gully, Gráce, Gray, Hicks, Hooker, 
Harris, "Hathorn, High, Hendon, Isom, Irby, Johnson of Wil- 
kinson, Johnson of 'Fippah, Kirk, Liddell, Lott, Lewers, 
Moore, Marable, Maxwell, Murdock, McKay of . "Neshoba, 
MeKay of Green, McLaurin; MeNiel, ‘Owen, Pinson, Prewitt; 
Regan, ‘Rogers, Staples, Sessions, Shelley, Stubbs of. Smith, 
"Stephens, Taylor, Thompson, ` Tindall, TOR Wier; Witson, 
Wynne and Yandell—65.. -: 

Nays—Messrg. Jackson and Lowry. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave of absence until Tuesday. 

Mr. Rogers moved. that the House adjourn till 9 o'clock 
Monday morning, 

‘Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, " ' 

ne. House adjourned until —€— morning . at. 10 
o'cloc l 


Li 
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SATURDAY, November 21,1 1603. ; 


- The House met pursuant to aijournment. 
. Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Lyon. — - ' 
The journal of yesterday e read aid a piove: : 
. Mr. Prewitt gave notice that on:some future day he would 
move to reconsider the vote of yesterday on a bill entitled an 
aet to repeal an act entitled gn act to prohibit the distillation 
of spirits from. grain, molasses.and sugar, ‘approved January 
3, 1863, and for other purposes. . 
The following message was received from the. Senate: 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate has concurred in the House substitute to Sénite 
resolution ‘instructing our Senators and requesting our Rep- 
resentatives in the Confederate Congress to pass an act mak- 
ing Confederate mouey alegal tender, with an amendment. 
thereto. 

Mr. Yandell, by ee introduced a bill to be entitled | 

An act to- authorize Mrs. Maria E; , Wadlington, Guardian 
of the minor children of Douglass S. ‘King, dec’d, to sell 
slaves, belonging to her wards, and.for other pur aa 
*^ Was read once and put on the calendar. i 

- Leave .of 'absencé was granted Messrs. McLaurin, Lowry, 
and Montgomery. 

Mr. Watson, from the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report, which. was: received and agreed to: 


N 
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Mz. SrxikER— . l l 

The committee on J udiciary, to whom was referred the " 
tition of Wm. H. Smith, Trustee: sixteenth section. fund of 
Noxubee county, have had the samé under consideration and 
haveiustructed me to report that the legislation therein 
prayed for is unnecessary, as sufficient: provision for the mat- 
ter tö which it relates is made by an act entitled an act to 


authorize. the investment of trust funds in the securities of- 


the State or Confederate States, approved August 2d, 1861, 

Mr. Watson farther reported from the same committee, 
which report, was received and agreed to: 2 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred an act 
entitled an act to extend the provisions of an act entitled an 
act to suspend for a limited time certain parts of the Statute 
of Limitations, have had. the same under consideration and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the House 
with a recommendation that it do not pass, for the reason 
that the present legislation on the subject is sufficient. 

Mr. Watson farther reported from the’ same committee, 
which report was received and agreed to: 


Mz. SPEAKER—. 
I am instructed by the Judiciary committee, to whom the 
bill entitled an act to establish mutilated or destroyed records 
‘of deeds and other instruments in Marshall county, was re- 
ferred, to report as a substitute for said bill a bill entitled an 
act to authorize the Probate Clerks in this State to record 
anew any deeds or other instruments required by law to be 
recorded, when the records have been lost mutilated or de- 
stroyed, which bill is herewith reported and we recommend 
that it pass. 
The bill as a substitute with the foregoing title as given in 
the report, 
On motion of Mr. Watson, 
Was read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 
Mr. Watson farther reported as follows from the same com- 
mittee, which was received and agreed to: i 
Mz. SPEAKER— | 
The Judiciary committee to whom the bill entitled an act 
to allow the Sheriffs and Tax Collectors additional time to 
collect the taxes of the year 1862, in certain cases, was re- 
ferred, recommend that the same may pass. ` 
The bill then with title.as stated in the foregoing report, 
On motion of Mr. Watson, 
Was read three several times under suspension-of the rules, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 
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Mr. Watson from ie same committee made the FOHONIBE 
report, which was agreed to: 


Mn. SPEAKER— 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred. bill enti- 
tled an act grahting amnesty to persons accused.of crime on 
certain conditions, have considered tlie same and recommend 
that the said bill do not pass. 

Mr. Watson, from tlie some committee, made the following 
report, which was received and agreed to: 


> 
Mr. SPEAKER— 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred a bill en- 
titled an act to revise and amend an act to extend the time 
for the collection of the taxes of the current fiscal year, ap- 
proved Dec. 20th, 1861, and for other purposes, and amend- 
ments offered ther eto, have had the same under consideration 
and have herewith presented a bill which embodies the said 
bill and the substitute of the said proposed amendments, 
which they recommend shall be passed. 

The bill then with the following title, “a bill to be entitled 


.an aet to revise and amend an aet -to extend the time for the 


collection of: the taxes of the current fiscal year, approved 


Dee. 20th, 1861, and for other purposes,” 


On motion of Mr. Watson, 

Read three several times times under a suspension of the 
rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Watson, from the same committee, made the a T 
report, which was received and‘agreed to: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill en- 
titled an act amendatory of an act entitled an act to appro- 


_ priate fines, forfeitures, licenses, monies arising from the sale 


of estrays and runaway slaves in Jones county, approved Dec. 
4, 1861, and to extend the provisions of the same to Simpson 


: 


county, have had the same under consideration, and as the’ 


said bill relates to the subject of the support of the families 
of our absent soldiers, I am instructed 'to recommend that it 
be withdrawn from the Judiciary committee and referred to 


the select or special committee which this House has appoiht- 
ed on that subject. 


Also, reported adversely to bills in relation to the prohibi- ... 


tion of distillation of spirits from grain, &e., which was re- 
ceived and agreed to. 

Mr. Thompson, from the committee on "Ways and Means, 
repor ted adver&ely to à bill to increase the per diem meee 
of inspectors and clerks of election, 

Which was received and agreed to, 

‘Also, reported substitute for bill entitled an act to extend 
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the time of assessing the' taxes of the counties therein names 
with the following title: ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to pH the time of assessing 
the taxes in this State for the year 1863, which, . 

On his motion, 

Was read three several TN under. .a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. - 

Also, adversely to a bill to amend the assessment laws of 
this State, 

Which. was received and agreed to. 

Also, reported substitute for bill "authorizing the Sheriff ‘of 
Lowndes county to receive Confederate notes in payment for 
runaway slaves sold mnder the provisions of law, said subséi- 
tute being ertitled “an act authorizing the Sheriffs to receive 
Confederate Treasury notes in payment: of TUUS slaves 
sold," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read three several times under a suspension of. 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Also, reported a bill to be entitled čan act to require the 
destrúction of cert: > ponds; treasury and cotton notes in the 

reasury," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Also, adversely to'the expediency and .constitutionality of 
a law to provide for the reduction of the present exorbitant 
prices of salt, cotton cards and other articles of prime neces- 
sity, and fór the punishment of extortioners, 

Ww hich was received and agreed to. 

Also, reported abill entitled “an act to enable the Gades 
of Lowndes, Oktibbeha and Noxubee, and the city of Colum- 
bus, to settle up and close their subscriptiohs to the capital 
stock of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company,” which, 

On his motion, 

Was read three several times under a suspension of the’ 
rules and passed, with title standing as stated. 

. Also, adversely to the petition of sundry citizens of Attali 
county in reference to the distillation of spirits, 

Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Clark, from the joint committee on the Treasurer’ s 
ofüce, made the following report, which was received and 
agreed to: 

Mn. SPEAKER— 

Y 4m instructed by the joint committee upon the 'Treasurer's 
office to submit the following report: 

The committee find it impossible to make such an examina- 
tion as the duty to the State requires, owing to the great 
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amount of, business. acéunidtated 4 in said ‘office since any exam. 
ination has: been had. -: There has been no’ examination madé 
since the year 1858 by:the committees of tlie: ‘Legislator e. AX 
committee was-appointed by the Legislaturé from. its meme - 
bers to examine said office during-the vacation: of the. Legis- 
lature in 1862.- Ea: Mims' ias chairman of said committee; 
they could never be gotten. together and no report was evét 
made. 'Fhe cotton issue of $5,000,000 has greatly: increased 
the business, of: the Treasurers office, and has, to some: ex- 
tent, complicated the révenue of the State therewith, and the 
labor and care necessary to bestow upon the examination of 
that office is too: great to be performed by the committee 
during the session of. the Legislature. ` 

The. committee recommends - the. appointment of € compe- 
tent business man, or two would answer better, and allow 
said two commissioners to employ a.good book-keeper to as- 
sistin the examination, and allow the commissioners and 
` book-keeper such pay as will secure.the services of the most 

competent business men that are to be found. 

The committée would call thé special attention of the House 
to the fact that the Treasurer does nat account for any re- 
ceipts or disbursements for the last two years, thereby leaving 
us in total ignorance of the state of funds in the State Tréas- 
ury, giving us no data by which this House can regulate . a 
revenue bill. Thé committee would call*the attention of the 
House to article 57, section 4 of chapter 6 of the Revised 
Code, which defines the duties of ‘Treasurer. All of which 
is most respectfully submitted, 

Also, the following report which was: received and agr cod 
to: 

Mr. SPEAKER— ; | 

The joint committee TT 4 to examine the office of 
Treasurer, Commissioner and’ Executive Contingent Fund, 
have performed, that duty and. HER instructed me to make 
the following report : 

The committee have heretofore: reported upon the Treasu- 
rer's office, and the office of Commissioner being now merged 
into that office, the same report applies. 

The Executive contingent fund. has been examined by the 
committee from the 26th of Nov. 1859, up to the 14th Nov. 
1868, embracing the ‘two terms of the present Executive. 
The amount allowed by law to the Executive for contingent 
expenses, is four thousand dollars per annum. This would 
amount to sixteen thousand for the time embraced in this 
report. -Upon examination of the vouchérs appertaining to 
this fund, it is.found that only eight thousand, eight hundred 
and 'sixty-thr ee dollars and twenty-one cents of said amount 
has been drawn. It appears that the greatest frugality has 
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been used in the expenditure of this fund by the Executive. 
The appropriation has heretofore, as appears from the books 
in the Executive office, been annually used, and -iu some -in- 
stances exceeded. Notwithstanding the increased expenses 
of removing-the archives of the State from Jackson to differ- 
ent points, and the rent of suitable rooms for offices &c., 
there is a balance unexpended of $7,136 79. ° 

The committee would call the attention of the Legislature 
to the fact that. there are other appropriations made by law . 
and expended by the Executive, for the examination of which 
there has been no committee appointed. The Executive Man.. 
sion fund, the appropriation of $15,000 by the Convention for 
the Pensacola expedition, and the appropriation of $150,000 
by the Legislature for the purpose of buying arms, &c. The 
committee deemed it proper to direct the attention of the 
Legislature to these expenditures and recommend the appoint- 
ment of a special committee for the examination of the same. 

Mr. Murdock, from the committee on Claims reported in 
favor of a bill entitled “an aet for the relief of M. D. Files, 


Sheriff of Itawamba county,” 


Which was received and agreed to. 

And on his motion, 

The bil was read the third time and passed, -the title 
standing as stated. ' 

Also, reported adversely to a bill entitled an act for the 
relief of George R. Fall,  - 

Which was received and agreed to. -5 

And submit a substitute bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of George R. Fall, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read three several times and passed, the title 
standing as stated. . , 

Mr. Bradford, from the committee on State'and Confederate 
Relations, to whom'the petition of Dr. Wm. S. Price was re- 
ferred, reported ample remedy at law for all the injuries com- 
plained of. 

The report was received but not agreed to. 

Mr. Regan moved to recommit the petition to the commit- 
tee on State and Confederate Relations. Lost. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved to lay the whole subject on. 
the tahle, i mE 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Dillard, from a select committee, reported ‘adversely 
to a bill entitled an act to procure cotton and wool cards for 
the indigent families of soldiers and the citizens of the State; 
- But offer a bill entitled an act to procure eotton and wool 
cards for the indigent families of soldiers and the citizens of 
the State and for other purposes, which, R 
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On his motion, 

Was read twice under a suspension of the roles: ` 

Mr. Murdock moved, to lay the bill on the table, . 

Which was lost. — 7. P 

Mr. Seal, of Harrisón; moved to refer aha bill, to the com- 
mittee of the- Whole, which was agreed to. . 

. Mr. Irby in the Chair. 

. After some time spent therein, ` l 

“The: committee rose and reported the bill back to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, mov ed that the réport of the com- 
mittee be agreed to, 

Which was adopted. 

On his further motion, 

` The bill was then read the third time and passed, ‘the title > 

standing as stated. 

Mr. Yandel, by leave, “galled up a vill páesed over this 
morning, entitled àn act to authorize Mrs, Maria E. Wadling- 
ton, Guardian of thé, minor children of Douglass S. King, i 
dec’d, to sell slaves belonging to her wards, which, 

On his motion, 

"Was read three ‘several’ timed under a suspension. of the 
rüles and ‘passed, the title standing as stated.. 

Mr. Harris, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

‘An ‘act to amend chapter 8;. of the Revised Code, estab- 
lishing the fées of certain offieer$'so faras it relates to the 
Probate Clerks of the counties of Leake and Rankin. 

On his motion, 

` Was read twicé under à suspension of the rules. : 

. Mr. Johnson; of Wilkinson, moved to add the: county of | 
Wilkinson, which, .. 

On motion of Mi. ‘Seal, of Harrison, 

- Was laid on the-table.' - 

. Mr. Falconer offered thé following PRE Po 

Be it further enacted, That no person liable to military 
duty.shall ‘be ineluded ‘in thé benefit of statutes increasing 
fees dnd’ salaries of county officers,. which; 

On metior of Mr. Seal; of Harrison; “ty, us 

Was Jaid on the table. "Eg 11 i 

his further potion, -° ^ : : $e Y 
he-constitutional rule was PTEE the: bill read third. 
iine: and passed with title as stated. dis 

"The folowing message was regeived from the Governor; : 

"a v X . ExzcuTIYv& OFFICE, 

tore d Columbus, Nov. 21, iu 


E 


| Mn; SPRAKEN = EMEN n 
I atn instructed by his Exoe el Usney, the Governor to deliver 
to you d enclosed: message: ` ; 
—]3 
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Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

I was informed on the 18th inst., that the Confederate at- 
thorities were apprehending negro slaves i in the Northwestern 
counties of this State. I immediately telegraphed Gen. John- 
ston and Brig. Gen. Chalmers, and was informed: by the 
former that “under instructions from the President our troops 
are ordered to bring off all male négroes of- military age, in 
danger of falling. into the hands of the enemy.’ 

Inr eply I expressed the hope that the order would be re- 
voked, that it precipitated the evil it was intended to remedy, 
and that the negroes fearing our troops in their alarm would ’ 
fly to the enemy. * 

Immediately upon the passage of your joint resolution in 
relation to illegal impr essurents, I telegraphed the same to. 
. President Davis, informing him of the condition of affairs im 
the border counties, and assured him that the policy pursued 
would, in my judgment result in disastr ous consequences. To 
this, T received the following reply: 


- RICHMOND, Nov. 19, 1863. 

Govi Olak z— Your dispatch of yesterday is received. 
General instructions are given to remove negro men from. 
localities where they would probably be conscribed by the 
enemy t¢r rhe in their army. . It was directed that owners 
should have their option as to whether they would retain 
control of the negroes so removed, or throw the responsibility 
and future care and support upon the Government. 

If more has been done than this, it was in violation of ,9r- 
ders, and tle Secretary of War has been | ‘directed to give 
prompt attention to this matter. 


(Signed) , ^ JEFE ERSON DAVIS. 


I hope that on further consideration of. the subject the. 
. President wil revoke the orders ‘given or.so change them 
as to avoid the dangers arising from their enforcement. 
Whenever illegal impressments ‘shall be reported to me, .I 
shall use the powers vested in the Executive to punish the 
offenders. I would respectfulty call your.attention to the 
necessity of legislation on this subject, and for providing 
further penalties for the crime of obtaining goods under false 
pretenses, and. the speedy p to-parties against tresspass 
upon their property. p ET SES CLARK. 

On motion of ‘Mr. Rodgers, ° 

The messagé was referred to the J udiciary committee, 
with instructions to bring in'a bill upon the subject. — . 

Mr. Irby offered a joint resolution in regard te tht late 
order of: the President removing negroes from exposedlo- . 
ealities to the enemy, and that the' Governor inform. the - 
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President-of the action of this Legislature by telegraph, 
whieh, 

On his motion, i 

Was read twice under à suspension of the rules and adópted. 

Mr? Regan offered a joint resolution in reference to com- 
pelling the J udges of this State to hold their courts at the 
‘places appointed by law, &¢., which, - 

On his motion, - 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rales, and 
adopted. 

Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, ‘offered a joint resolutio 
viting the Hon. J. W. C. Watson, at an early day, to address 
the Legislature, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
ado sted. 

Mr. Fowler, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to amend an act for ihe relief of Judges of the 
Circuit Courts of ‘this State in certain cases, which, 

On, his motion, 

Was read three several times- under a suspension of the 
rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. s 

Mr. Murdock introduced a bill to bé“entitled l 

An act to amend the Probate laws of this State, which, 

“On his motion, ' 

Was read. twice | under : ‘suspension of the rules,’ and 
referred to the. J udiciary commitiée.. * 4 

Mr. Evans offered d joint resolution concurring with Gov. 


Brown, of Georgia, in setting apart Thursday, the 10th of, 


December next, as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, 
which, : 

On his motion, . 

^ Was read ‘twice under a suspension of the rules ‘and 
adopted. 

Mr. Regan offered’ a joint resolution instructing our Sena- 
tors and requesting - our ‘Representativés iti Congress to do 
all in their power-to pass an act indemnifying citizens of 
this State for cotton burned, which, 

On his motion, yO - 


Was read twice under a suspension of the rules and | 


adopted. ` - 

Mr. Upsbaw, by leave, introduced a bill to. ‘be entitled ` 

An act to levý and collect à tax of" thirty- three and one. 
third ‘per cent: on all persons-réfusing to-receive Confederate 
Treasury notes in payment of dues, ‘and for other Purposes, 
which, 

On his mition, eL 
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Wag icu twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, i 

The‘ House adjourned until, Monday moining, at 10 
o'clock. 


d ; MONDAY, November 23, 1863. 


House met pursuant to adjour rnment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Wm. H. HUE of the Alabama 
Conference. , 

Journal of Saturday read and approved. ' 

The following message was received from: the Senate: : 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

'The Senate have passed a substitute to an aet to repeal cer- 
tain clauses of an act entitled an act to anthorize the i im- 
pressment of slaves and other personal property for military 
purposes, approved Jan, 3d, 1863. The said substitute is 
entitled “an act to amend the impressment laws of this 
State." 

The President of ifia Senate has appointed Messrs. Davis, 
Drake and Bradford as.a joint committee on Agriculture 
and Mechanics on the part of the Senate, 

Mr. J. C MeLémore, of Carroll county, presented his cre- 
dentials and was sworn in as a member of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Prewitt, 

The Clerk was requested to send fo the Senate for a bill 
entitled an act to repeal an act en:itled an aet to prevent 
the distillation of grain, and for other purposes, passed .on 
Friday last. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs, Seal of Harrison, 
Deason of Jones, Carro!] and Deason of. Copiah, | 

Mr. Jackson introduced a bill to he entitled. — . 

An act to increase the fees of the Sheriff and. Probate 
Cierk of Amite county, which, i l i 

On his motion, | m 

^ Wes read three times under a suspension of theTulés, and. 
was lost on its passage. `a 

Mr, Jackson also introduced a bill.to be entitled. , 

An act to increase the salary of tho Probate. sd fudge: ‘af 
Amite county, whieh, 

On his. motion, i 

Was read twice under a suspension of the. rules, and 
referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 
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Mr, J ackson asked leave to introduce. à etiatn sh 
‘was refused. — 

Mr. Lewers introduced a bill to be aude : 

An act for the relief" of C. B ‘Murphree, of Calhoun 
county, 

Which was referred to tke conimittee of Mil litary Affairs 
without being read. 

Mr. Eewers introduced a bill to, bs éntitled 

An act for the benefit of the cavalry companies com- 
manded by Capts. Mitchell, Williams and Johnson; 

Which was read once. ^ 

Mr. McKay, of Green, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An aet to repeal section five of an act entitlet an act to 
reduce the county tax of Green county, ‘Which, 

- On bis mation, 

_Was read three several times under a suspension of the 
rales and passed, the title standing as stated. 

- Mr! Rutcks introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to amend the charter of the city of J akan, ap- 
proved August 6, 1861, and an act entitled. an act supple- 
mental to an act to amend the charter of the city of J ackson, 
approved August 6, 1861, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read three several times under a suspension of the 
rulés. ahd ‘passed, the title standing as stated. 

‘Mr. Shelley introduced # bill to be entitléd: 

An act for the relief of William ‘Beachum, of Itawamba 
eounty, and for othér purposes, which, , ` 

-On his motion, > 7 > 

Was read twice under a suspersion of the rules, and re- 
ferred to the committee on Propositions and Grievances, 
with aecompanying documents. | 

Mr. Gulley p-esented -yarious documents, which were 
. referred to the comniittee of Ways and ‘Means. 

Mr Murdock presonted the. memorial of Thomas M. Can. 
non, Guardian, which, 

On his motion, 

Was référred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Grace intróduced'a bill io be entitled 

An act to renioye the civil disabilities of Anthony D. Gor- 
don; d, ininor of Lauderdale county, sô far's as ‘to enable him . 
to make a last will and testament, which, g 

On his motion, SR MED 

Was read three séveral times under a suspension. of the. 
rules and passed, the titie's'anding as stated. — | 
. Mr. Lott introducéd a bill to be éntitled ' 

An act to remove the ivil; disabilities of Henry B. de 
ett; & minor, Which 
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Onis motion, 
Was read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the titlé standing as. stated. 
Mr. Daniel introdueed a bill to be entitled 
An act to remove the civil disabilsties of James H. Mat- 
thews, a minor of Marshall county, which, l 
On his motion, 
Was read three several times under a suspension: of 
the rules, and passed,-the title standing as stated. 
Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to entitled 
An act in relation to the sixteenth section -school fund of 
Noxubee county, which, 
On his motiori, 
Was read twice under a suspension. ef the rules. . 
Mr. Rucks moved to refer the bil to the committee On | 
Hdueation, 
Which was lost. s i 
Mr. Brown moved to amend by adding the county of 
‘Winston, 
Which was agreed to. : 
On motion of Mr. Fowler, 
The bill was amended by adding the county of Wash- 
ingtor. 
‘On motion of Mr. Cunninghap, | 
The bill was read the third time under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title amended by inserting after 
Noxubee, Winston and Washington counties. 
Mr. High introduced a bill to be entitled 
An act for the relief of T. A. Ane of Pontotoc county, 
which, 
On his motion, 
Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
-:,On his further motion, . 
. Referred to the committce on Claims. 
Mr. Dillard introduced a bill to. be. entitled 
An act for the relief of John A. McNeil, which, 
On his motion, 
Was read thr ee several times under a-suspensiom of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 
Mr: McNiel introduced a bill to he entitled = 
An act for the relief of Messrs. Reid nus pipes of Pon- 
totoe county, which, 
On his motion, 
Was read tw'ce under a suspension of the rules, and. ` 
On his farther motion, 
' Was referred to-the committee on Claims. 
Mr. Easterling introduced.a bill to be entitled. 
An act to amend an act entitled an act to appropriaté fines, 
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and forfeitures in J ones county, approved Dee. 4, 4.561, 
which, TED EE 
On hit motion, 
Was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated, 

' Mr. Gowan introduced a bill to be: entitled 
An act'to authorize the Board of Police of Simpson 
county to make dll. nceessary arr angements for an equal 
distribution of thé common school ‘fund between the differ- 

ent townships of said county, which, 
On his motion, ‘ 
Was read twice under a suspension of the rales, 
On motion of Mr. Liddell, 
' The bill was referred to the. committee on Education. : 
Mr. Gowan introduced a bill.to be entitled 
An act to authorize the Sheriff of Simpson county to. sell 
aud dispose of estrays in said county, which, . 
On his motion, 
, Was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 
On motion of Mr. Morehead, 
The bill was amended by adding the county of Copiah. 
On motion of Mr. Murdock, ^ ` 
The bll so amended was referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee, with instructions to bring in a general bill, _ 
Mr. Eskridge asked leave to introduce a bill of a general 
character, which was refused. 
Mr. Gray presented sundry accounts, which, 
On his motion, 
Were referred to the committee. on Claims without being 
read, / 
. Mr. Gray introduced a bill to be entitled 
‘An act tor the relief of E. A. Miller, of Wayne county, 
which, i 
On bis motion, 
Was read twice under a suspebsion, of the rules, and: 
On his further motion, . 
Referred to the Judiciary cotinittee. 
Mr. Johnson, of -Wilkinson, asked- leave to introduce a 
bill of a general character, which was refused. 
Mr. Brown introduced a bill te be entitled . t s 
An act to legalize the sale of lands in Carroll county, with 
a memorial of John C. Brown, whieh, 
On his motion, ' l 
Was read three times under a suspension of the rules and 
passed, the title standing as.stated. | 
Mr. Brown, introduced a. bill to be entitled 
An act to amend the laws in relation to estrays, SO far as 
pertains to Winston county, which,” 
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“Ov his motion, E 

Was read three several- TS the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title Standing as stated. 

Mr. Cunningham called up a bill erititled 

An act supplementary to an act better to provide for the 
families of soldiers, approved J anuary 3, 1863, and, 

On his motion, 

It was referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 

On motion:of Mr. Yandell, 

The Senate messages were called up. 

The Senate joint resolution in relation to the konaton 
given the committee on the Lunatic Asyl um, was read and 
concurred ín. 

The Senate joint resolution in relation to the collection of 
taxes iri certain counties therein named, was taken’ ‘up, and 

On motion of Mr. Regan, 

Was amended by inserting the counties of Claiborne, Jof- 
ferson, Wilkinson and: Hinds, to the second series of coun- 
ties mentioned therein, 

The Senate joint resolution’ in regard to the examination 
of certain appropr:ations therein named, WAS, i 

On motion of Mr. Powe, ` 

pete in, the blank being filled with five. 

The following i is the committee on the part of the House: 
Messrs. Regan, Murdock, Thompson, Irby and Bradford. 
The House refused to concur in the Sena te joint resolution 

in reference to inquiries made therein of the Governor in 
regaid to the enforcement of the 4th section of, an act to 
‘amend an act entided an act to revise and reduce into one 
the militia and volunteer laws of this State. - 4 

Senate bill entitled an act to change the name of Nancy 
Delaware Wyatt to that of Nancy ‘Delaware Gibbs, and to. 
enable J oseph Gibbs and wife to adopt her as their child, 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The bill was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate bill to be entitled © 

An act to enable the High Court of Errors and’ Appeals 
of this State to prevént injustice to suitors and to correct 
some of the evils arising from the. present state of war, “Was 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, ^ ' 

Read twice under a suspensiongof the rules, "und referred 
to the Judieiary committee. l | 

Senate bill to be'entitled — " ` ers 

An act for the relief of citizens of DeSoto county’ whose 
lands have been illegally sold for taxes of 1862, ag 

On motion of Mr. Allen, ] 

Was read twice under à suspensión of ‘the rules. - 


ms 
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On motion of Mr. Eskridge, 
The bill was ‘referred: to the committee’ on Ways and 
Means. 


On mation of Mr. Morehead, l 
The House adjour ned until 3 o "clock; P. M. 


i t 
,THREE O 'OLoox,,. P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Gowan asked leave to introduce a ‘ball, which v was re- 
fused. 

Mr. Gowan asked and obtained leave of Sisenes 

Senate bill to be-entitled : 

An act for the speedy recovery of personal property 


wrongfully taken or detained, was taken up, and 


- 


On motlon.of Mr. Hicks, 

The House amendment was receded from and the Senate 
aniendment concurred in. ae 

On motion of Mr. Upshawy. ` ] 

The. House refused to, concur in Senate amendments to 
House joint resolution grahüng leave of absence to the Hon. 
Tryan M. Yancey. 

Senate substitute bill for, Hoüse bill entitled “an dct to au- 
thorize the Board of+Police of Itawamba county to borrow 
money,” entitled “an act to authorize the Boards of Police of 
the different counties to borrow money from the school fond,” 

‘Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 

On. motion of Mr. Bradford, . 

Was referred to the.committee on Edueation. l 

Senate. joint resolution in regard to the appointment "3 a 
standing committee to be caled the committee on the *Exec- 
utive Mansion. Fund," was concurred i in, the blank being filled 
with five. 

‘The committee on thé part of the Honse à are Messrs. More- 
head, ‘Bestor, Seal of Hancock, Upshaw and Allen. 

Senate joint resolution in reference to the adjournment of 
the Legislature on Saturday next, 

“Ön motion of Mr-Fox,- - 

Was laid on tlie table tobe made the special order of Fri- 
day next. -o 

Senate bill éntitled an act to anithotize the Paidi of the 
Board of Police of Winstón county to bring suits for the col- 
lection of rotes madé pàyable to the swamp ) land commission- 
ers of baid county, and for:other purposes, 

- On motion of. Mr. Browiü, zh 

Was. read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated. - 


ex 
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Senate bill to be entitled l l 

An act to amend the impressment laws of. this State, 

On motion of Mr. Irby,  — ux 

Was read three several times under suspension of the rules, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. e 

The House refused to concur in Senate amendment to House 
amendment of Senate joint resolution instructing our Sena- 
tors and requesting our Representatives in Congress to pass 
an act making Confederate notes a legal tender. 

The following message was received from the Governor 
with aceompanying documents, through his’ Private Secre- 
tary, Mr. Charles C. Farrar: a 
Mr. SPEAKER— i 

I am instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, to trans- 
mit you his message in writing with the accompanying docu- 
ments: i l a ' 

A ` ExECUTİVE OFFICE, 
i Columbus, Nov. 23, 1863. 
Gentlemen of the Senate P 
and House of Representatives : 

Idesire to call your attention to the condition of the 
State troops and ask your early action. In the message of 
my predecessor at the commencement of your session, he in- 
forms you that there are now in the possession of.thé State 
forces, horses, &c., to the amount of $224,910 50, and that 
by án understanding with the President and Gen. Johnston 
the whole cavalry force ts to be turned over to the Confed- 
erate service, the Confederate Government agreeing to pay 
for the use and risk of the State horses during their term of 
service, and also to pay the value when any such horse or 
horses shall be killed or captured by the enemy, “aad fur- 
ther that this arrangement is subject to any disposition 
which the Legislature. may deem proper to make im the 
premises." As the whole matter has thus, according to the 
agreement, been submitted for your action, I have deemed it 
improper for me to permit the troops and property to be | 
transferred until your will was consulted.. Anorder having 
been issued to Col. McGuirk to. complete his regiment by 
taking into it any unattached company in the Northwestern 
portion of the Stute and to have his regiment ready to be 
mustered into the Confederate service by the inspecting offi- 
cer of Gen. Johnston. I have suspended the execution of 
that order. Lieut. Col. Perrin informs me that he has.reor- 
ganized his*battalion and has‘now eight. companies: réady. 
and asks an order.to transfer thém. He says. that, thé term 
of service of all the companies, except two, of his battalion, 
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has expired, but that:there are a number (stated at sixty) 
of the State horses jn the possession of his men, and asks 
that they may be permitted to retain them upon their giving 
bonds for the payment to the State of the amount of the 
actual cost in each case. minus the amount of per diem al- 
ready received for the use and risk of the horses in the past 
Service. I have in this case also.declined to give such order 
unless directed by you to do so. “Others of the State troops 
have also béen ordered to be transferred to the Confederacy, 
but the whole matter is suspended for your decision. They 
are all now in active: service in „the Northern part of the 
State, except Lt. Col. Perrin’s battalion which is awaiting 
orders at Macon. . Some of the State troops desire to re- 
main in the State service, but Col. Perrin informs me that 
all of his battalion desire to be transferréd. The whole 
matter is with you, and I await your action. I earnestly 
request your early attention to it and that you will, by reso- 
lution or otherwise.remove the obstacles thus presented to 
an efficient organization of our cavalry force. l 


I çoncur in the opinion expressed by my immediate pre- 


: decessor, that a large force of this character is necessary to 
‘our defense. It is not to be expected that the Confederate 
troops will be so disposed as to give protection to all por- 
tions of this State. They will occupy certain lines and 
move for the defense of certain points as exigency may re- 
quire, Ido not for a moment suppose that it is the inten- 
tion of the Legislatuae to. leave a large portion of our peo- 
ple exposed to the tender mercies of their unscrupulous and 
vindictive foes. - No inconsiderable part of the State is now 
subject to their raids. They come with the sword in one 
hand and thé firebrand in the other. It is but afew days 
since & messenger informed me that a band of these maraud- 


ers, landing in the county of Bolivar, were devastating the : 


country for miles in the interior, and the houseless women 
and children were fleeing before them lighted by the fires of 
their blazing dwellings. Shall these things be unavenged ? 


Let there be no delay. A few weeks mote and you may see 


your own roofs in. flames and your families fugitives or 
crouching at the feet of an insulting foe. .The people look 
to us for protection. I earnestly recommend such changes 
in our military laws, and such appropriation of money as 
may be necessary to enable me to bring into the field and 
maintain a force. of cavalry and artillery of three thousand 


‘ 


called out without delay. It:is not expected that the latter 


1 


men, and also-.to reorganize the militia that they may be- 


x 
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"will be often needed—but they should be read i a support- 

ing force. , The very fact that they are hel. a state of 
readiness will of itself add strength to our pubis 
Other States better guarded by the “Confederacy than‘ ours, 
keep their separate armies in the field. Georgia has now 
an army of about eight thousand, ‘and her patriotic Govér- 
nor recommends that it be increased. The Legislature of 
South Carolina has been convened to provide for State de- 
rid Other States have their forces. ‘There is no'one 
-that needs them more than Mississippi. 

I respectfully recommend an extension of the period of 
liability to military duty—that there be few exemptions. . 
Those having substitutes in the Confederate army are liahle 
to State service, but to remove all: doubt ^ them be ren- 
dered liablb.by expres s statutes. To enable the Command- 
er-in-Chief to bring, the troops to proper discipline and 
sérvice, give him the power to order and detail eourts-mar- 
tial in all cases, and courts of inquiry for the'investigation 
of the conduct of all officers and to remove them from office. 
Give him such inspectors as may enable him to have knowl- 
edge of the condition and discipline of the troops. All 
Surgeons and Quartermasters should be appointed by and 
accountable to him. So of all other staff officers, except 
the personal staff of the General officers. I believe one 
General. officer will be sufficient. Provide for promotion 
by appointment, even from the ranks, for meritorions con- 
duct. This may be. constitutionally done in the volunteer 
forces, fot by volunteering under the law they wàive all . 
supposed right to elect officers, ` except the law furnish it. 
The right to elect officers in other cases may be safely given 
to the’ volunteers, the power‘of removal for incompetency 
and inefficiency being retained. Provision for a draft from 
the militia, in case a sufficient number of volunteers should 
not offer, should be made, «o that they ‘may be brought ott 
without delay. Surr ender these and such other powers às 
you may see proper in your wisdom to confer, with all 
necessary restrictions to prevent any ` abuse- of them. 
Against. any abuses of power by myself or my permission 
of it in others, I can only offer. you the guarantee of my 
humble history in the service. 

_- Lhave the honor to transmit to you ax address of acom- 

mittee- of the House of Delegates of Virginia “inviting an 
interchange of views with tlie respective States of thie Cont 
-federacy upon thé subject of. our general eurrenéy.” M 
recommend it to your serious attention. ^ °° 
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„_ also send you a communication from. the Rev. C: K. 
Marshall, Hospital Agent, recommending the establishment 
of a soldier’s home, and an appropriation for that purpose.. 
The o¥ject is à noble. one and worthy. of its philanthropic 
and christian author. . I recommend it fo your favorable. 
consideration. ^. ^ CHAS. CLARK, ^ 

: | 2 l » Governor. 

TP IM. RicHwoND,.Va., Nov. 4, 1863; 
‘Dear Srmn:— The undersigned, a committee of the House 
of Delegates of Virginia, have been charged with the duty, 
during a short recess of the General Assembly, of inviting 
such iüterchange of views with the respective States of the 
Confederacy upon.:the subject of our general turrency, its 
disorders and: necessitieg,.a$ may probably induce some con- 
-cert of action or of sentiment, designed to effect relief from 
the present evils in connection. with this most vital. subject. 
In part discharge. of this duty, we haye the honor to-address 

. you this communication. .. > SUME i 
. The General, Assembly. and. especially that branch of it^ 

which we represent, entertaining a painful sense of the 
present and prospective dangers resulting-from the disorders 
referred, to, have-entered upon the consideration of ‘the sub- 
ject with the hope.that an interest. comfnensurate with the 
issues involved.might be. awakened, and result in such co- 
action hy the: States, or in the creation of a wholesome pub- 
lic sentiment favorable. to such action'by Congress as may 
eventuate in-active remedies. and efficient relief. "Want of 
time and the paramount claims of other great questions of 
exclusive State concern, have prevented, during the recent ` 
session, the full maturiy of; and-the definitive aktion of. the 
Legislature upon, any special line of policy, in reference to 
this deeply intereating-question.: The Legislature has also 
feli the restraints- imposed by the want of an original and 
comprehensive jurisdiction over the subject; superadded to 
the intrinsic difficulties always ‘and inseparably connected. 
with its salutary control. and. judicious managemen.—diffi- 
culties: now indefinitely:multiplied by the -anamolous and 
morbid condition info which it. is. falling with a fearful 
acceleration. - They have uot been deterred, however, by 
these diflicultics; from a‘sincere purpose and an earnest en- 
deavor, though anfavorably-and imperfectly executed as yet, 
to initiate. or-.invoke: some policy on which the country 
might stand. with:awell founded confidence, and demonstrate 
ta itself. and.totkhe world: that to. achieve its financial, no 
less than, ita military. suceess, . needs. but :the:coneerted pur- 
pose and combined energies of a united people. 
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Whence such policy shall originate, whether with the ' 
States or the Congress, how it’ shall be executed, whether 
by Confederate agencies alone, or by the co-operative,action 
of the States, are to be regarded’ as secondary'questions, 
important only as*means to accomplish the first great neces- 
` sary fact of its early institution and successful prosecution. 

This latter they feel to be an absolute necessity for the gen- 
eral weal; and whatever relation may be assigned to the 
States in its execution, the moral power of their concerted 
movement in its support, deserves to be regarded as an ob- 
ject. of the highest moment. * 

To this concert of movement Virginia invites her sister 
States, with an earnestness akin to-that devotion which she 
feels to the great cause in which we are engaged. She does 
not doubt that their governments and people justly perceive ` 
and appreciate, in hke manner with her government and 
people, the. difficulties and dangers to which we are subjected 
and exposed, and the unhappy consequences that await us In 
the future, unless existing tendenties in our currency are 
speedily arrested and adequately remedied by a discreet and 
vigorous treatment. Despoiled of much of her richest ter- 
ritory, torn and mutilated by the ravages of contending 
armies, and threatéhed with scarcity and suffering on ac- 

count of an‘unwonted draft upon the productive resources 
that yet remain to her, her unconquered people will with- 
hold no aid or effort, to the limit of their utmost ability, 
that the public exigencies may require in the aceievement of 
Southern independence. In this she does not doubt she has 
the unmeasured sympathy of the governments and people of 
the noble States allied to her in the bonds of a confederation 
sealed and cemented by the blood of the noblest sons of 
each. And in the presence of these sacred memories, she 
‘now sends to them greeting, with an invitation to counsel, 
to movement, to harmonious action upon à great question, 
in which the-stability of the government, the issue of bat- 
iles and. the happiness of individals so largely depend. - 

That the immense issue of treasury notes, as the chief 
source of supply to the Confederate fisc, must be speedily 
abandoned as à policy, may be assumed as a conceded fact. - 
What means shall be substituted therefor is a “question 
within the primary jerisdiction of Congress.. -But that the 
respective State governments, leading ‘their respectivé popu- 
lations, thay be:powerful' coadjators, if hot original authors 
of a systematic policy of amelioration, will: not be ques 
tioned. And in whatever direction State movement-may be 

i "n led e 
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made, contert and co- operation are indispensable to efficiency 
and success—concert i ini legislation, if legislation be needed 
—unity of sentiment inspired by- common. motives and di- 
rected to common ends, ' 

e forbear to indicate opinions upon any. special policy, 
as unauthorised: ‘by the extent to which enquiry on the sub- 
ject-has proceedéd in the General Assembly; the further 
consideration of the subject having been postponed until the: 
Tth December proximo. Meanwhile,: however, the Legisla- 
ture of your State will have. convened. The importance of 
the- subject can hardly fail. in greater or less-degree to en- 
gage its attention. Its united wisdom and patriotism in the 
rapidly progressing stages of discussion on the subject, may 
discover some readier solution of so ‘difficult a problenrthan 
the Virginia Assembly have been able fo attain, under the 
very brief and embarrassed opportunities which were af 
forded during its recent, session.. When its «consideration 
shall be. resumed at the ‘period referred to, the light of the 
intelligent counsel of your statesnien and the cheer of their 
manly encouragement and sympathy will aid to wiser con- 
clusions, and inspire a still more resolute purpose never: to 
despair of the republic. 

In further performance of the duties imposed on us, we 
respectfully request your Excellency. to submit this commu- 
nication to the General Assembly of your State (if it be 
early convened.) and invite such responsive action thereon 
as the importance and character of the subject may seem to 
demand. 

l With sentiments of high régard, 

. We have the honor to be, 
Your obédient servants, 

HUGH W. SHEFFEY, 

A. S. BUFORD, © > 

JAMES L. WILSON, 

F. B. DEANE, Jn. 

D. I. BURR, - 

SAMUEL L. WILSON, 

THOMAS A. EDWARDS, 

Committee of House of Delegates of Virginia. 
His Excellency, Joun J. PETTUS, 3 | 
Governor ot Mississippi. 
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. ...,Cotusrgus, ‘Miss. : 
WM l j . November 17th, 1863. : 
His Hicellency Chas. Clark, Gov. State Mississippi. ~ 

Str: By the fortunes of war ‘several thousand brave:sol- 
diers, from nearly every State in the Confederacy, have been ` 
disabled for future service in the field during the contihuance 
of the war, and many of then: for hfe. It is the duty of the. 
people to consider their condition, and make such: arrange: 
ments for their comfort as- will relieve.them from the necessity 
of lingering in hospitals, or wandering about homeless, desti- 
tute and suffering. With a view to-their relief I have been 
urging the importance of. establishing a “ Soldiers Home" 
where they could be collected and rentlered comfortable, and 
realize.the grateful regards of their.countrymen whom they. 
have faithfully served:on the bloody fields of battle. 

In the hope of final success, I have deemed it proper to 
call your attention to the subject, and pray you to present the, 
matter vo the consideration of, the Legislature—an appropri- 
ation of fifty thousand dollars could scarcely be made to,a 
more deserving or important measure for the relief of our 
countrymen. . l Truly yours, | 

C. K. MARSHALL.. 
_ On motion of Mr. Rogers,  . MSN X 

So much of the Governor's messape as,refers to: Military 
matters was referred to the committee.on Military: Affairs, 
and so much of the- message as refers to finance-waszreférred 
to the committee on Ways.and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Stephens, E 

. So much of the Governos message as refers to the im- 
pressment of horses was referred to the committee on State 
and Confederate Relations. D RNC 

Mr. Rogers offered a joint resolution which read.as follows: 

‘Resolved, (the Senate concurring) That after Wednesday, 
the 25th inst., no bill of a local: nature, and after Saturday, 
the 28th- inst. no bill whatsoever, shall be introduced into 
either House as new business. Read once. 

Mr. Rogers, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act for the relief of the first Battalion of the Missis- 
- sippi State troops, commanded when in service, by Major 

Harper, and . ° 

On his motion, s - D 

Was read twice under-a suspension 'of ‘the: rules, and 
referred to the committee of. the: Whole House, and'.to be 
made the special order of Thursday next, ' 

My. Irby, by leave, introduced. a bill to be entitled 

An act for the relief of owners of slaves impressed under 
an act entitled an act to authorize the impressment .of slaves 
and other personal property for: military purposes, approved 
January 3d, 1803, which, gd 


E 
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On his motión, ; 

-Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, aud 

On his further motion, ' . 

The House resolved itself into ‘the committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Bradford in the chair. 

After sometime spent therein, 

The committee rose and teported the bill back to the Honse 
with the recommendation that it he referred to the Judiciary 
committee. ` DN 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 

The report of the committe was received and agreed to. . 

"Mr. Regan, by leave introduced the following joint resolu- 
tion, which under a suspension of the rules was adopted: . 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That it i$ the sense of this Legislature that no appointments, 
either in civil or military departments of the State, should be 
made from any person within conscription age, provided that 
this resolution'dó not apply to disabled soldiers nace: this 
age. 

"On motion of Mr. Roger $,. c . 

'The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 


e. 
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TUESDAY, ‘Nov ov. 24, 1863. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment,. 

Mr. Speaker Houston in the Chair. . | EE 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Lyon. 

Journal of yesterday was read and A 

Mr. J. C. McElroy, Representative elect from the a 
of Newton, presented’ his credentials and was sworn as a 
- member of thé House. ' * 

: "The following report: was made Suy Mr. Irby from the com“ 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. | : . : 
Mr. SPEAKER— E l 

"Fhe committeg'on Enrolled Bills beg ere to report that 
they have examined bills of thé following titlés and find them 
correctly enrolled; and have submitted them i to his Excellency 
the Governor, for his signature, to wit: 

An act to remoye the civil Aissbilities of Sydney- Moore 

Jackson, of Rankin county. . | 

An 'act to change the time ‘of holding the Probate, Court gf 


. y 


Scott county. : 
H—14 


210 


„A act for the relief of John W. Cox, of Winston soni 
aad to remove the civil disabilities of said minors. 

An act to change Mie name of Mildred Harris, of Itawamba 
county. 

The following mesgage was received from ‘the SERES : 
Mr. SrEAKER— - 

. The Senate have passed the following House bills, to wit: 

_ A bill entitled an act to suspend the “Levee Tax author ized: 
to be assessed by the Board of Police of the Mississippi river. 
Levee district. 

A bill entitled an act to incréase the salary of the Probate: 
Judge of Kemper county.  . 

A bill entitled an act, to. repeal an act, entitled act, to 
authorize the appoiutment of two medical commissioners to 
especially attend to the sick and wounded soldiers from this- 
State in the Confederate army, and for ‘other pur poses. Ap- 
proved January Ist, 1863. 

Have adopted the following House, joint resolution with. 
-an amendment, to wit: 

: Jcint resolution setting apart Thursday the 10th day ‘of 
December, as a day of fasting humiliation and prayer. 
^ A House bill entitled an act to remove the civil and legal 
disabilities of Samuel B. Jones, of Sunflower county, with an 
amendment thereto. 

The Senate have passed bills of the following titles : 

A bill entitled an act to change the tie of holding the 
Probate Court of Lawrence county. 

A bill entitled an act to pay. clerks, Inspectors and return- 
ing officers of elections of Hancock county, and to increase 
per diem of the members of Board of Police. 

. A bill entitled an act, relative to the establishment of a 
tempor ary Penitentiary. 

A bill entitled an’ aet to pah ‘parties er illegal 
seizures and impressments in this State. . ‘ 

A bill entitled an act to authorize, and require the Governor 


to'cause to be prepared and prínted, à sufficient amount of . 


bonds, bearing eight per cent interest, for the purpose of 
calling i in, and taking up the "Treasury notes issued. by law 
for military defense ‘of the State. - 

The senate have passed the following resolutions, to wit: 

. Resolution in regard to Railr -oads. 

* Resolution to donate clothing to the Herndon mangers on and 
for other purposes. : 

Resolution of confidence, xoc. : 
_. "The Senate have concurred in "House amendment t to Senate - 

bill entitled an aet to authorize the. repair of the Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad between Okolona and Tupelo in this State, and 
for other purposes. 


4 
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* 
Mr. Murdock presented the memorial, of. James W. Harris, 


"Which was referred to the.committee on Claims. 


1 


. Mr, Folconer presented the memorial of D. O. Merwin, Maj. . 
and A, A..G. comandant of conseripts for State of, Missis- 
sippi, which was referred to the Judiciary committee.  . 

The speaker presented a communication from ‘the Auditor, 
of Public. Accounts, which was.read and referred to the com- 
thittee on the Auditor's office. 

Mr.-Watson, from the Judiciary committee, made the fol- 
lewihg reports, . 

Which were received and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER— ^ | . 

.lhe Judiciary committees, to whom was referred a bill em- 
titled an act for the relief of E. A. Miller, of Wayne couñty, 
have had. the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to recommend that the same do not pass. 

Mr. SrzAkER— 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was refer red an act to 
authorize the Sheriffs of Simpson and Copiah. counties to sell 
and dispose of estrays in sa d counties with instructions to 
report a gener al bill upon the subject, have considered the 
same and report @ general bill, and recemmend that it do 

ass. 
P _ The substitute bill accompanying, the report entitled an act 
to amend chapter thirty-two of the Revised Code, so far as 
the-same provides for the registration and sale of estrays, 

Was read three several times under a suspension of the rules 
and passed, the title standing i as stated. ` 
Mr,’ SpEAKER— 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred two ills, 


yo 


each: entitled an act for the relief of the owners of slavés 


impressed under an act entitled an act to authorize the ifn- 
pressment of slayes and other personal property for military 
purposes, approved: January 3d, 1862, have had the same 


under consideration and. haye instructed’ me to report that 


they recommend that the.same do not pass. lm the opinion 


. of the committee the State is bound to indemnify all vitizens 
. who‘have lost property, under the ‘said impressment law, and 
_also to pay for.the temporary use of all property 80 impressed 


r 
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Xhich was restored- to.the owner, but in view of the present . 


e condition of. the State Treasury, and of, the very large appro- 
-priations which ‘it. is absolutely necessary - should ‘be made 
. therefrom for, purposes- of, pressing. emniér gency, ` the ‘coin- 
-. mittee donot believe. that it Ag. practicable for the State, at 


this time ta meet or proyide for “said, liabilities. ^" ^ 
Mira "Watson moved. that the ' Tepori be received And agged 


Cd. Teby called: foi: a division of thé questions. C (7 ao 


212 

The report was received. 

On motion of Mr. Regan, "LAMP 

‘Lhe bill was recommitted to the Judiciary committe with 
instructions to report a plan for perpetuating testimony ia 
regard to such claims. | l T 
Ma. SPEAKER— —— l ace Am 

The Judiciary committee to. whom was referred Senate 
bill entitled an act to compel Anderson Bean, ex. Sheriff, to ' 
pay over certain monies to the Treasurer of Chickasaw county, 
~ and for other purposes, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to report that the same do 

ass. eurn d. 
E On motion of Mr. Waison the report was received and 
agreed to. ` m l 

"The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
sfanding as stated. 07 D 
Mr. SPEAKER— Žž . 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred an act 
to amend the Probate laws of this State, have had the same 
usder consideration, and have instructed me to recommend 
that said bill do pass. ; 

On motion of Mr. Lewers the report was received and 
agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as atated. l 

Mr.. Thomps n, from the committee on: Ways and Means, 
made the folowing report: M E E 
Mr. SPEAKER— z i tae UN 

‘The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
Ssnate bill to be entitled an act to increase the salary of the 
Probate Judge of Lauderdale county, and tho.petition of 
sundry citizens of Kemper county praying the increase of 
the salary of the Probate Judge of Kemper county—a bill 
increasing the salary of Probate Judge of Amite county, 
and House bill to be entitled an act to increase the salary of 
. the Probate Judge of Monroe county, with two amendments, 

_ proposing an increase -of salary of the Probate Judges'of 
` Lowndes and Scott counties respectively. within structions 

. to enquire into the-expedi noy of extending thé' provisions 

. of the House bill to all the Probate Judges of the State, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 

. meto reporta substitute bill for the whole of them -and 
recommend its adoption. In the Revised Code of 1857; the 
Legislature fixed the annual salaries of the Probate Judges 
. of the State, and required them to be paid out of the ` 
Treasury of the respective counties, - It was manifestly 
unjust to allow each Probate Judge the same amount of 
salary. Therefore the Legislature discriminated allowing to ° 
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each what was deemed just. Since then your pamphlet 
statutes are filled with changes, sometimes increasing and 
sometimes, diminishing the salary. The information’ in 
possession of the Legislsture is not sufficient to-enable it.to 


reach a satisfactory conclusion in each case, and as the peo . 


ple of the county pay the salary, the Board of Police of the 
county directly responsible to the Tax, payers, would more 


likely do justice in each, case, than the Legislature could. 


"The substitute bill proceeds on this principle, and your com- 
mittee believe that its adoption is, bettar calculated to do 
justice and give satisfaction than the present system, aud 
therefore recommend its passage. 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, .. 
The report was received and agreed to. i 
The substitute bill read. three- several times under a sus- 
pension of the rules and passed, the title standing : as stated. 
Mr. SBEAKER— > 
The committee of Way 8 and Means, to whom was referred 
$a bill to be entitled an act to encourage the manufacture of 
cotton and wool cards in this State, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report a bill asa 
substitute for thé same and recommend that the substitute 
do pass. . 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, 
The repart was received and agreed to. | 
The substitute bill accompanying tie report was read 
‘twice under a, suspension of the rules. i 
Mr; Eskridge moved that: the bill and Substitute bé 
referred to a select committce of five, 
. Which was lost. 
Mr. Lewers offered the following sniehdthont : 
,  Amend Ist section by adding “ provided that said cards 
shall not be sold at a price exceeding 50 per cent upon the 
cost of manufacturing the same.’ 
On motion.of Mr. Hicks, .. S 
-The amendment was "Taid on the table. 
.. Qn motion of Mr. Thompson, 
‘The rule was suspended, the bill read the third t ümé and 
passed, the title standing as $tated. — 


- 


Mr. Thompson ‘from the commit tee E TON and Means 


made the following reports. 
M. SPEAKER-— 
| The commitíee, of. Ways aud Means, to whom was 


referred the bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Státe- 


-to regeive from ‘the delinquent Tax collectors of the several 

counties in this, State, the military bonds or notes falling die 
June, Ist, 1863 and 1864; in payment of the amounts due 
from ‘them on. account of the military, Tax for the year 1861, 
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have had the same undor consideration, add have instr ucted 
me to recommend that the same do pass. 

'The report was received and agreed to. l 

‘the bill read the third time “under. a suspónsion of ne 
rules and passed, the titlestanding as stated, — - 

fr. SPEAKER— 

The committee of Ways and Means, to. which was roferred 
the bill of this House entitled an act to amend chapter 8th 
of- the Revised Code, entitled an act establishing the fees, of 
certain officers so fàr as relates to the clerks uf the Chancery 
Courts of Wilkinson county, have had the same under con- 
sideration and beg leave to report.’ 

The. bill proposes to authorize the clerk's of Ghanoety and 
Probate Courts of Wilkinson county, to charge for all copies 
from the records of their respective courts, fifteen instead of 
ten cents, for every hundred words. It this authority is 
given to the clerks of Wilkinson county, it should be given 
to all the clerks of the State, as the work to be paid for is 
the same everywhere. Thè committee do not think this® 
intreased compensation shoyld be made of universal applica- 
tion at this time, therefore, the committee recommend: that 
the bill do not pass. ` 

Report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee to whom was referred thé bill to bé entitled 
an act’ to authorize the collection of monies loaned by thjs 
State to Railroad companies fiom the Chickasaw School 
Fund, have had the same under consideration, and have i in- 
structed me to recommend that the same do pass. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The report was received and agreed to. MEL. 

The bill read threé several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 
Mir. SPEAKER— 

The committee of Ways and Means, to which was Red 
à resolution af this House, instructing them to enquire into 
the expendiency and propriety of this State becoming the 
agent of the Confederate States Government in the collection 
and paying over of the produce and other taxes after the 
present yéar, have had the same under consideration and 
report, that to prevent the, multipication of Confederate 
officers and to curtail executive patronage within the limits òf - 
the State of Mississippi, would, iñ thë opinion of the com- 
mittee, strongly recommend the ‘policy indicated im the resolt- 
tion. "The officers of the State could collect sind.pay over the 
produce and other direct taxes witlf as great promptness atid 
fidelity as the Confederate officers, and with more, accepta- 
bleness ‘to the’ people. But until the legislation of ‘the 
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Confederate Congress should signify as willingness to: 
 üccept such an ageney;, (Hy enactment looking to that end 
on the part of the Legislature would be premature ‘and 
inoperative. "The committee therefore ask to be, discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolution, , 

. On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Upshaw, by leave, iritroduced a bill to be entitled 

“An act to organize the army of" Mississippi, 

Which was read twice under: a suspens:on of the rules. 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 

The bill was laid on the table, 200 éopies ordered to be 
printed, and the bill made the special order for Friday next 
at 11 o’clock. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Sessions. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Alcorn after Friday 
next. l 

The following message was received from the Governor 

through his pr ivate Secretary : 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ]- 
Columbus, Nov. 24, 1863. 
Mr. SPEAKER— 
_ In am d rected y. the Governor to inform you that he qid, 
on the 93d inst. sign and approve the following. House bills: 
entitled’ 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of S: dney: Moore 
J ackson, a minor of the county of Rankin.  : 

An act to change the name of Mildjed Harris, of Itawamba 
county. 

An act to change the time- - holdin g the Probate Court of 
Scott county. 

An act for the relief of” ‘John W. Cox, of Winston county, _ 
and to.remove tho civit disabilities of said minor. 
The'House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order of the day, to wit: A bill to be entitled an 
` act better to provide for thé families of our soldiers, and 

resolved itself into eommittee of the whole, 

. Mr. Aleorn-in.the Chair. l 

„After some time spent therein the: committe - rose and re- 
ported the bill back to the dne: and asked leave to sit 
again at.3 o 'eloek P. M. l 4 

"On motion. of Mr. Siephens, woe 

The House adjour ned until 3 o 'eloek, P. x. 


A THREE o CLOCK, P. M. 


House mat pursuant to sdiourmielit A 
Mr. Rogers’ moved: to reconsider the vote MS which the : 


i 
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House passed this morning a bill to' be entitled an m to. 
authorize.the collection of monies loaned’ by this State to- 
Railroad companies from the Chickasaw School. Fund. 

"Mr. Hicks moved a reconsideration of the vote by which, 
the House this morning passed a. bill to ' be entitled an act 
to authorize the State 'l'réasurer, to receive from ihe delin- 
quent tax collectors of the several counties.in this State, the 
military bonds, or notes, falling due the:1st of June 1863 
and 1864, in payment of the amounts due from them on 
account of the military Tax for the year 1861. 

Which was adopted. 

Leave of absence was pranted Mr. Fort after Friday next. 

` Mr. Harris by leave introduced. the foll wing Joint resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, (the Senate coneuriug,) "The Legislature take a 
Tecess from. Saturday 28th inst., 4 o'clock P. M., until Mon- 
day 11th January 1864, | 

Which was read once. 

Mr. Upshaw offered the following resolütion : 

Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to ask the Secretary 
of the Senate to return a resolution adopted by the House 
on yesterday, in relation.to the employment of parties liable 
te conscript duty in the civil or military departments of the ` 
State, that the same may be reconsidered by this House. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the question 
pending on adjournment, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act better to provide for the 
familien of our soldierg, and resolved itself into committee 
of the-whole : 

Mr. Alcorn in the ‘chair. j 

After some time spent therein the committee reported the 
bill back “to the House and asked leave to sit again to- mor- 
row morning at 10 o’clock. ' 

The Speaker presonted ius following comm a 
which was read. . 

CoLUvavs, Miss, November 23d, 1863. 
To the Legislature of the State of Mississippi now in session. 

/] desire to withdraw a report made by me as salt agent, 
to His Excélléncy Gov. John J. Pettus, which your Hon- 
órable body has ordered printed, and which, as I learn, has 
been sent to Selma. The: ‘ground upon which I ask this is 
that in examining the duplicates which I have, I discovéred 
that I made some serious errors which I desire to correct. 
The report was made huridly, and hence the mistakes. E- 
hope then that you will allow me to withdraw the report, and ` 


submit a corrected one. ' '^* Respectfully yours, 
W. C. TURNER, Salt Agent. 
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On motion of Mr. Bestor, 9 .:... ^ . - 
. "The clerk was instructed to.hand over said papers to Gen. 
. À. M. West Quartermaster General. ` i mM 
On motion of Mr. Regan, ^ « E! i l 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. Tue. 
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WEDNESDAY, Nov. 25, 1868. 
House met pursuant to adjournment. ` . 4 
Prayer by, the Rev. Dr: Sears. A 
Mr. Speaker Houston having been called home by sickness 
in his family, Hon. James L. Alcorn, of Coahoma county, was 
elected Speaker pro tem by acclamation. | 
^ Mr. Seal, of Harrison, by leave, introduced the following 
resolution: |. |... pase - 
Resolved, That the committee of Ways and Means be and 
they are hereby requested to’ fix a schedule of prices on all 
freight.carried on the Railroads in this State, and also fix the 
prices for passengers. - 
Be it further resolved, That they report a bill on this sub-« 
ject at an early day, making it a misdemeanor on the part of 
the Railroud companies, their agents or employees, who may 
charge more than the rates fixed by law, to be punished by 
both fine and imprisonment, and giving the party aggrieved 
a remedy at law fof all damages sustained by any violation of 
said aet. ` a : 
Which was adopted. |, — 
Mr.. Regan offered the following resolution;  . 
Resolved, That the Treastirer be and he is hereby requested 
‘to furnish the House with the amount of expenditures for the 
fiscal.year,, 1862, and the probable amount of expenditures 
for the year 1863, and amount of money that may come into . 
the Treasury subject to appropriation for the fiscal year 1863; 
also, the specific amount of receipts and disbursements for the- 
past two years, stating the source, from which received and to 
what sources the amounts, have. been paid, also the amount 
now in the Treasury, together with a statemeht of the amount 
and kind of funds now on hand, and‘should there ‘appear to be 
a deficiency for the current expenses of the State then he be 
requested to suggest such subjects of taxation as in his judg- 
‘ment ought to be taxed.to receive sufficient revenue for the 
éufrent expenses of the State... s 
Which was adopted. : 
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' On motion of Mr. Isom, a 5 

The following resolution was adopted: .  - E 

Resolved, That the committee on the State University be 
‘instructed to report to this House, as soon. as practicable, if 
there are not vacancies in the Board of Tr ‘ustegs of that In- 
gtitution. 

Mr. Carroll offered ^ joint resolution entitled . 

.Resolutioh for the benefit of our soldiers’ families, 

Which was read once. 

. Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Downs and Daniel 
after Friday next. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 

Mr. SPEAKER— ` 

The Senate have passed the following entitled bills: 

A Senate bill entitled an act to amend the attachment laws. 

A Senate bill entitled.an act to amend m law of divorce 
and alimony. 

A House bill entitled an aot S Sheriffs of the 
State to receive Confederate Treasury notes, in payment. of 
runaway slaves sold, and for.other purposes. 

A House bill entitled an act to allow the Sheriffs and Tax 
Collectors additjonal time to collect the taxes for the year 
1862, in certain cases. 

A House bill entitled an'act to authorize Mrs. Maria E. 
Wadlington, Guardian of the ininor children of Douglass 'S. 
” King, dec' d, to sell slaves belonging to her wards, and for 
other purposes. 

A House pill entitled an act for the relief of Geo. R. Fall, 
with an amendment thereto. 

A House bill entitled an act to extend the time of assessing | 
the taxes in this State for the year 1863. 

A House bill entitled an act to amend chapter 8, of the 
Revised Code, establishing the fees of certain officers so far 
as it relates to the Probate Clerks of the counties of Leake 
and Rankin. e 

Also eoneurred in a House joint resolution inviting the 
Hon. J. W.C. Watson to address the Legislature -at some 
“early day, with an.amendmenit thereto. 


* 


The Senate receded from: their amendment to House reso- ` 


lution granting leave of absence to Hon. Tryan M. Yancey. 

The Senate insist on their amendment to House substitute: 
for Senate resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives i in the Confederate States Congress to 
pass an act making Confederate notes.a legal tender. 

And passed a Senate bill entitled an act to legalize the re- 
moval of personal property from this State by guardians, éx- 
ecutors, administrators, and other trustees, under certain 
circumstances, and fof other purposes." mU. 
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E Benate bill entitled an ‘ect to provide for obtaining jurors 
in'the Circuit Courts of this State. -` 

The President of the Senate has ET the following 
named Senators as the joint committee on the Executive Man- 
sion Fund; to-wit: Messrs. Quin, Mayson and Lowry. . 

The House then.called up the resolution introduced on yes- 
ter eu in relation.to a recess after Saturday next. 

My Lewers moved to lay the resolution on the table, which | 
was decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays called for 
by Messrs. Seal of Harrison, PESOS and Rogers, as follows, 
to-wit : 


ETE TTR Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Boon, Burton? 
Brown, Clark, Gunningham, Carroll, . “Downs, Daniel, Esk- 
ridge, Fowler, Fox, Foxworth, Falconer, Fort, High, Irby, 
Kirk, Liddell, Lowry, Lewer: s, Minter, Moore, Marable, 
Morehead, Max well, Murdock, McLemore, MeNiel, Pounds, 
Prewitt, Rogers, Ross, ‘Seal of Harrison, Shelley, Taylor, 
Upshaw, Wells ‘and Wynne—41. 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Bestor, Barnett, Dil- 
lard, Evans, Easterling, Gully, Grace, Gray, Hicks, Hooker, 


i 


Harri is, Hathorn, Hendon, Isom, Jackson, Johnson of Wilkin- - 


son, Johnson.of Tippah,. Lott, McKay of Green, McKay of 
Neshoba, McLaurin, McElroy, Owen, Pope, Powe, Pinson, 


Regan, Rucks, Robinson, Staples, Seal of Hancock, Sutton, . 


Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Thompson, Wier and Mandel 
—389. 
The following message was received from the Senate: 


Mn. SPEAKER— | i 

I am instructed by the Senate to return to the House of 
Representatives a joint resoluticn of the House : expressing 
the sense of the Legislature in regard to the appointment of 
persons under conscript age to a civil or-military office in this 
State, and in accordance with’ a request made of the Senate 
on yesterday by the House. . 

I am also instructed to inform thé House, i in answer to their 
request for the Senate to return to them a House bill entitled 
“an act to repeal an act entitled an act to prohiblt the distil- 
lation of spirits from grain, molasses‘ and sugar, approved 
January 3d, 1863, and-for other purposes,” that said bill has 
been finally disposed of by the Sonate and is hot in their pos- 
session. < 

Mr. Irby, from the committee on | Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 


Mr. SPEARER—- . ` 
: The committee on ‘Enrolled Bills beg leave to report that 
they have examined the following enrolled joint. resolution 


o 
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and bills, and find the same correctly enrolled smd ‘have 
submitted them to the Governor for his approval and signature: 

-Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives, adopted by the House of Representatives 
Nov. 9th, 1863, concurred in by the Senate Nov. 17th, 1863; 

‘An act entitled an, act to'repeal-an. act entitled an act to au- 
thorize the appointment of twa medical ‘commissioners to 
especially attend to the sick and wounded soldiers from this 
State in the ‘Confederate army, and for other purposes, ap- 
proved January Ist, 1863. 

"7 An act entitled an act to suspend the levee tax authorized 
to be assessed by the Board of Police of the Mississippi River 
Levee District. 

An act entitled an act to increase the salary of the Probate 
Judge of Kemper county. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the ques- 
tion pending on adjournment on yesterday, "dn act better to 
provide for the families of our soldiers,” and, on motion, 

The House resolved itselt into committee of the Whole on 
said bill, 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

- The committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again at 3 o'clock, P.«M. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Hooker. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The House adjourned till 3 o "clock, P. M. 


1 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On a.call of the roll, no quorum appearing, . , 

On motion of Mr. Irby, ' 

The Door-keeper was directed to close the doors. 
^. The Sergeant-at-Arms was sent for and excused, a number 
of gentlemen appearing a quorum was present, and the House 
pr oceeded to business. 

Mr. Ross moved a reconsideration of'the vote by which the 
resolution for a recess was laid on the table. ' 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. McElroy. 

The House then resumed the consideration. of ‘the question 
pending on adjournment, and resolved itself into committee 
of the Whole on an act better to provide for the families of 
our soldier S, à . 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the chair. 

After som etime spent therein, 

The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House, 
with sundry amendments, and recommended its passage. 
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The report was received.and agreed to. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Easterling after Decem- 
berelst. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, - 

The vote was then.taken.on his:motion -to “reconsider the 
vote by-which the House this morning’ laid on the table the 
motion to take a recess ‘from Saturday, 28th inst, to lith. 
January, and decided in the affirmative. - 

Mr. Upshaw offered the following amendment by way of 
substitute: 

Resolved, (the Senate conenxring,) That the Legislature ad- 
journ sine ‘die on Satur day, the 5th day of December, 

Which was lost. : 

Mr. Regan offered the following amendment : 

Strike’ out all‘after the word “concurring,” and insert "that 
this Legislature take a recess after Saturday, - the 28th inst., 
to nieet again on the last Monday of January, 1864, in- the 
city of Jackson, Mississippi; Provided, that in case of there 
being danger from any cause, the Governor shall, by procla- 
ma indicate the place for the meeting of the Legislature. ” 

Which. was lost. 

‘The question was then taken on the adoption of the. origi- 

‘nal resolution, and decided in the negative by yeas and nays : 
called for by Messrs. Upshaw, Rogers and Liddell, as follows, 


to-wit: 


‘Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messts. “Archer, Bator, Barnett, Dil- 
‘lard, Evans, Easterling, Foxworth, Gully, Grace, Gr Ay, Hicks, 
Hooker, Harris, Hathorn, High,: Hendon, Jackson, Lott, 
Lowry, Marable, McKay of Green, McKay of Neshoba, 
McLaurin, McElroy, Owen, Pope, Powe, Pinson, Regan, 
Rucks, Robinson, Seal of Hancock, Sütton, Stubbs of Smith, 
_ Stephens, Thompson and Yandell—38.- - 
^. Naxs—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, ,Bradford, Boon, Barton, 
Brown, Clark, Cunningham, Carroll, Downs, Daniel, Esk- 
ridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, som, eTrby, Johnson of 
Wilkinson, Kirk, Liddell Lewers, Minter, Morehead, Max- 
well, Murdock, McLemore, McNeil, Pounds, Prewitt, Ro- 
gers, Ross, Staples; Seal ọf Harrison, Shelley, Upshaw, Wells, 
“Wier and Wynne—39. i 
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The resolution was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

. The House adjourned until to-morrow n morning at 10 
o'clock, 
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. THURSDAY, November 26, 1805. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. . hs 

Journal of yesterday read and approved. - 200 

Mr. Liddell by leave introduced the following report 
from the committee on the Lunatic Asylum: — | 
Mr. SPEARER— — — Se SUE 

Your committee in compliance with the duty. imposed 
upon them, proceed to make the following report on the 
condition of the Lunatic Asylum : 

We of course, as a committee, have not had the opportu- 
nity of visiting the institution, but'one of the body did so, 
and we shall report on information thus obtained, and feel 
happy to state that it fully sustains the report of the Super- 
intendent. When the Federal forces occupied Jackson in . 
July last, one corps was éncamped. entirely around the 
Asylum. Those lawless invaders, as is their custom, made 
free with every thing which came in their way. The enclo- 
sure was utterly destroyed; the garden stripped of every | 
vegetable in season; the hogs ‘and cows carried off, and 
much damage done otherwise by the thousands who roamed 
over the grounds like ravenous wolves. Only one spot 
remained -untouched by the sacrilegious hand of Yankée 
vandalism. We,mean the beautiful flower garden in front 
of the building. planted and cultivated tastefully by the fair 
hands of the Superintendent’s accomplished wife and her 
maniac band. Not a plant was touched nor a bud was 
injured. How, or why not, we cannot tell—perhaps a 
guardian spirit kept constant, vigil over the enchanted 
scene and awed evén Yankee depravity into temporary 
decency. The building itself was injured slightly by, our 
own guns, and as a matter of history, we deem it proper to 
mention the circumstances. The Federals occupied the 
cupalo with their signal corps. This was soon perceived.by 
our own men, and at the same time a report-reached our 
_commanders that the inmates had been‘turned out by the 
enemy and that the building was fully occupied by them. 
Our guns were at once turned upon it. Three shots took 
effect, when the superintendent thinking that he perceived 
the cause of the-affair, called on the Federal commander, 
told him of the state of things, when he promptly withdrew 
the signal corps, und the firing ceased. The injury was 
stight.and has already been repaired by the Superintendent. 
The interior of the building was found to be a perfect 
specimen of neatness, from kitchen to parlor, and from 
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basement to cupalo, and the patients. give.every evidence of 
a wise and just system of government. They were uni | 
formly' neat and clean, though their clothing, in. many 
instances, gave.visable marks of dilapidation. The system 
of government among them is of the patermel character, ' 
kind and conciliatory, yet firm and decided, when 
occasion seemed to demand it. A larger bill of mor- 
tality is shown, than usual, which is clearly owing tothe - 
causes ‘mentioned by the Superintendent in his report, but 
the most influential.in the opinion of your committee was 

, the battle. The effects of a bombardment of six days on a 

“household of poor, reasonless, demented creatures with 
weakened constitutions, and just enough of understanding 
to feel the perfection of fear, may. well be imagined. 

" Great economy has been observed in the management and 
expenditure of the institution. The Superintendent as a 
wise physician early found the injury to his patients from 
the: use of too much meat, and reduced the amount by 
degrées to half the army supply, filling up the deficiency 
from his large and well cultivated gardens. This change 
has benefitted the:health of the patients and brought a sav- 
ing to the establishment of at least five thousand dollars 
per annum. Much attention is given to a régular system of 
employment, and the cheerful hum of the ‘spinning wheel is. 

. at all times heard in,the female part of the house, making 
all: the thread for sewing as also for. knitting. All the 
stockings and socks are made in the institution, äs well as 
every other article of clothing for male and female. Tho 
gardens also are cultivated (almost entirely) by the lunatics, . 
and so successful have they been the present year, that the — 
sum of $2600 was realized from the sale of vegetables, and 
but for the destruction of the Federals, it would have 
reached the sum of $6000, an amount sufficient to pay the 
whole negro hire^of the establishment. The heart of the 

Superintendent seems-fully in the management of this insti- 
tation, as he has cheerfully performed the duties of physi- 
cian, assistant physician and stuart, thus saving about $2,000 
in the salaries, board &c., of the two last officers. The 
Trustees; at the suggéstion of the Superintendent, purchased 
a tract of wood land for the sum of $7,000. . This purchase 
is deemed a judicious one by your committee, as it is known: 
that woods one of the heaviest items of expense in the 
vicinity of Jackson, the current price being $20 per cord. 
The wood on the land would now, bring fully double what 
the tract-cost. . The institution is sadly in want of clothing 
and shoes, and but for fortunate purchase made before 
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the fall of New Orleans, there would have been much suf- 
fering. In regard to the suggestion of the Superintendent 
that a purchase of cotton be allowed and a trade opened 
with the enemy, your committee fee] much doubt and could 
scarcely agree with him, as it is a matterin which great 
abuses would be liable to occur. They rather suggest that 
the President of the Board of Trustees be requested to 
open negotiations with some tanner for shoes, and some 


factory for cloth, and thus do the best we can on our own: 


borders. Your committee think it would be better to make 
what might seem to be a large appropriation, than to enter 
into any arrangement with our detested and faithless enemy. 
Your committee were much pleased with an invention made 
by the Superintendent for treating a class of patients called 
"night walkers.” It is called a crib bed. It is like a 


child's crib with a laticed top to shut down on the part con- 


. taining the bed, so that it can lock. This class of patients 
suffer much from cold as they sometimes will wander around 
their rooms all night. This arrangement fully protects 


them from such suffering, as they cannot, in any way get out. 


of bed. 

In view of the heavy expenses of supplying the necessa- 
ries of life, and the fact that heavy 'purchages will have to 
be made for clothing &c., your committee are of opinion, 
that if it is expected to keep up the institution on a respecta- 
ble footing, it cannot be done for a less sum than 50,060. 
The amount asked for by the Superintendent is based. on the 
idea of making contraband purchases, and without that 
arrangement a much larger sum is necessary.. For the last 


two years the sum of $32,000 has just been enough to keep: 


the institution out of. debt, with a contingent fund of $85,000, 
and since that appropriation was made, prices have much 
more than doubled. Bacon sold at 50 cents per. pound, flour 
at $40 per barrel, beef at 15'to.18 cents per. pound. Now 
bacon is $2,00, flour $100 and beef 40 cents. This shows 
clearly that a less sum than $50,000 would. not be sufficient 
to supply the establishment at the present exorbitant prices. 
Your committee recommend that the plan of paying the 
quarterly allowance in advance, be continued, as cash pay- 
ments have much reduced the price of every article needed 
by the institution. Weare also of opinion that a contin- 
gent fund of $25,000 ought to be created and left at the dis- 
cretion of the Governor, as was the last. Your committee 
think that the thanks of the Legislature are due to the 
Trustees, Secretary, Treasurer and Superintendent for the 
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faithful manner in which thóy have performed their several 
‘uties 

In.conclusion,.we trust that the good will of this Legisla- 
ture will ever hang around those unfortunate creatures like 
a mantle of charity, “ God tempers the wind to the shorn . 
lamb,” and since we cannot restore the ‘fleece or temper the 
wind, let us at least be ever willing to interpose a. broad 
shield against its chilling influences. . 

Accompanied by a bill to be entitled an act for the benefit 
of the Lunatic Asylum. i 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill ngad twice under a suspension of the rules. 

On motion of Mr; Bradford, ° 

The House resolved itself into committee of the NIB. on 

said bill, Mr. Bradford in the chair. 

After, some time spent therein, l 

The committee rose reported the bill ‘back to the Howse 
with recommendation that it do pass. . j 

The report was received ‘and agreed to. * 

"The bill was then read a third time under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Irby by leave introduced a bill to be entitled, 

An act to amend an act to aid in strengthening the army 
of the Confederate States. ` 

Which was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed a substitute to House bill entitled 
an act for the relief of Tax payers in certain cases, and for 
_ other purposes; "The said substitute is entitled an act for the 
relief of Tax payers in certain cases, and for other purposes. 

Have passed a bill entitled an act to punish the offense of 
harboring or concealing deserters from the Confederate and 
State service, and for other purposes. 

The Senate passed a House bill entitled an act for the relief of 
Circuit Judges of this State in certain cases. . 

'The House then proceeded to the consideration. of the bill 
entitled an act better.to provide for the families of our sol- 
diers with the amendments reported by the committee of the 
‘whole. Amendmehts: 

. In the 2d sec., 5th line, strike out after the words: “in 
which ” “ the appropriation of. five hundred thousand: dollars, 
made by an act, entitled an act better to provide for the . 
families of our soldiers, approved January 3d, 1863, was.dis- . 
tributed,” and inserting “the military relief tax of 1862, was , 

distributed on the 1st August, 1863.” 
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Which was adopted. ' 
Amend sec. 3, by striking out in 4th line after word “ pur- 
chase," and insert “supplies and provisions at any place they 
can be.procured on the best terms, and distribute the same." 

Which was adopted. ` | 

Amend sec. 3, insert word “or” after “necessities,” add 
after the word “same,” m.the amendment just adopted, the 
words,:* as to the commissioner may seem most advantageous 
to the beneficiaries under this act.” 

Which was adopted. | 

Amend sec. 10, by striking out in the 8th line, from the 
word “however,” to the word “at” in the 9th line, and 
insert “ that the Boards of Police of the sevefl counties, 
may within thirty days, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
after the passage of this act, hold a meeting and determine 
thereat, what per centum of the tax herein directed to be 
levied ‘and collected, may be paid in supplies and provisions 
needed to meet the current wants of those intended to be 
benefitted by this law, and in such cases, said Boards shall 
designate the kinds and quantities of such supplies and pro- 
visions into which the per centum fixed upon may be com- 
muted, and shall cause’ each Tax Collector, and the Commis- 
sioners of the several Police Districts, to be furnished with x 
schedule thereof, and any Tax payer may thereupon, at his 
election, pay the percentum of his tax determined by the . 
Board of Police as aforesaid in supplies and provisions, pro- 
vided, that the tax in kind so collected, shall trot exceed the 
distributive share to which each county is entitled under this 
act. i 

Which was adopted. - 

‘Amend sec. 10, by adding after the word “aforesaid,” in 
8th line, the words, for which services the Auditof shall be 
allowed the sum of one eighth of one per centum en said tax, 
payable out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. Z 2 l 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Fort offered the following amendment : e 

Amend sec. 10,2d line, by inserting the words, “ except 
in the county of Marshall,” in which the special tax, levied 
and collected, shall not exceed fifty per eéntum on the regular 
State tax. | 

Which was lost. H 

Mr. Irby offered the following amenüment : | 
Amend sec. 10, line Ist, by striking out the words “and. 
ifty," so that it may read one hundred ‘per cent, which was 
jost by yeas and nays being called for by Mesers. Irby, Guily 
and Allen. ^^ ^ E OR 
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Yuas—Messrs, Allen, Boon, Clark, Daniel, Foxworth; Fal- 
coner, Fort, Gray, Hathorn, Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson, Kirk, 
Lott, Maxwell, McKay of Green, McLauris, Owen, Pope, 
Powe, Pinson, Rucks and Ross—22. 

Navs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Arnold, Bradford, 
Bestor, Barton, Brown, Barnett, Cunningham, Carroll , Downs, 
Dillar d, "Evans, Easterling, Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Gully, 
Grace, Hicks, Harris, High, Hendon, Isom, Johnson of Tip- 
pai Liddell, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Moore, Marable, More- 

ead, Mur dock, MeLemore,. McElr oy, MceNiel, Pounds, 
Prewitt, Régan, Rogers, Robinson, Staples, Seal of Har ‘risdn, 
Shelley,” Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Upshaw, Wells, 
Wier, Watson, Wynne and Yondell—53. 

Amend sec. 11, by adding after the word “ State ” in last 
line, the words, < and-for the collection of said tax the Sheriffs 
of the several counties shall receive the sum of two per cent. 
on the amount of said tax to be rétained out of the same. 

Which was adopted. 

Amend sec. 11, line 2d, after the words “ upon the,” insert 
- the words. “collected of the.” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Murdock offered the following amendment: 

Amend sec..11, by: adding at end “of section: “Pr ovided 
that county warrants shall not. be received for a greater 
' amount than the proportion due said county from the fand.” 

Which was adopted. 

- Åmènd sec. 12, by adding after the word: 5 year," in 8d 
line, “ except the counties of Tallahatchie, Jackson, Hinds, 
Rankin; Scott, Wilkinson, Newton, Calhoun, Leake and 
Kemper, wherein the. Boar ds of Police are authorized to levy 
a tax not exceeding three binarel per centum on the State 
tax . 

Which was adopted, ` 

. Amend sec. 18, by striking out * two and a! half, ? and insert 
“ty.” Adopted: 

Strike out gec. (14,) four teen. 

Which. was lost.. ° . 

‘Amend sec. 14, by strikittg out in-i6th lite. after the word. 
a property, " to the word “ provided ” in the 18th line, and. 
insert the words, “ men mar arket priee. for all: articles so im- 
pressed. uS. 

Which was dopna Pte 

Mr. Morehead ‘offered the followin g m dues. 

. Amend seg. 14, by; striking out the words, “ their. “county,” 
after the words « Board o£ Police. o£? in.8d. line, and insert 
Rs eounty:id i which ae were unable to make such Bees 
whieh, i; . "oC LE S ] - 

On motion “of Mr. Stephens, : . . 
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Was laid on the table; — , 

Mr. Regan offered the following amendment: 

Amend sec. 14: -strike out. all after the word “county” in 
the 3d.line. [e e 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, which-was decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays 
called for by Messrs. Regan, Carroll and Daniel: ' 

.Ynas—Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Bestor, 
Boon, Barton, Brown, Cunningham, Dillard, Evans, Eskridge, 
Fox, Falconer, Gulley, Grace, Harris, Hendon, Isom, Jackson, 
Johnson of Tippah, Lowry, Lewers, Marable, Morehead, Me- 
Laurin, McKay of' Green, McLaurin, McElroy, McNiel, 
Pounds, Powe, Robinson, Staples, Seal of Harrison, Seal of 
Hancock, Shelley, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Upshaw, Wier 
and Watson—43. : PO. 

NAvs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barnett, Clark, Carroll, Daniel, 
Dale, Easterling, Fowler, Foxworth, Fort, Gray, Hicks, 
Hathorn, Irby, Johnson’ of Wilkinson, Kirk, Liddell, Lott, 
Minter, Moore, Maxwell, Murdock, Owen, Pope, Prewitt, 
Regan, Rucks, Rogers, Ross, Sutton, Taylor, Thompson, . 
Wells, Wynne and Yandell—s5. ` . | 
. ‘The question was then taken on the adoption of the section 
14, and decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays called for 
by Messrs. Regan, Carroll and Fort: 

Yxas—Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Bestor, 
Boon, Barton, Brown, Cunningham, Downs, Dillard, Evans, 
Eskridge, Fox, Falconer, Gulley, Grace, Harris, High, Hen- 
don, Isom, Jackson, Johnson of Tippah, Lowry, Lewers, 
Marable, Morehead, McLemore, McKay of Green, McLaurin, 
McElroy, MeNiel, Pounds, Powe, Robinson, Staples, Seal of 
Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Stubbs of Smith, Ste- 
phens, Upshaw, Wier and Watson—44. 

Nays—Mr, Speaker, Messrs. Barnett, Clark, Carroll, Dale, 
Daniel, Easterling, Fowler, Foxworth, Fort, Gray, Hicks, 
Hathorn, Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson, Kirk, Liddell, Lott, 
Minter, Moore, Maxwell, Murdock, Owen, Pope, Pinson, 
Prewitt, Regan, Rucks, Rogers, Ross, Sutton, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Wells, Wynne and Yandell—36. 

Amend: by additional section : d PM 

Sxc. 15. Be it further enacted, That in addition to the. 
foregoing appropriation there be and is hereby appropriated 
an additional sum of two hundred’and eighty-niné thousand 
dollars, out-of any money in: tbe Treasury of the State not 
otherwise appropriated, to be distributed in aceordance with 
the foregoing provisions of this act to the counties hereinafter 
named, and said appropriation shall be divided between said 
counties as follows, viz: se 
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. 410 the county of Tishomingo, fifty thousand dollars. , - 
To the county of Tippah, forty thousand dollars. | 
To the county of Itawamba, twenty-five thousand dollars. 
To the county of Pontotoc, twenty thousand dollars. .' 
To the county of Marshall. twenty-five thousand dollars. 
“Lo the county of Lafayette, fifteen thousand dollars. 
To the county of DeSoto, ten thousand dollars. 
To the county of Panola, five thousand dollars. 
To the county of Warren, twenty thousand dollars. 
To the county of Claiborne, twelve thousand dollars. 
To the county of Yazoo, twelve thousand dollars. 
To the county of Hinds, fifteen thousand dollars. 
To the county of Wilkinson, ten thousand dollars. 
To the county of Harrison, five thousand dollars. 
To the county of Jaekson, five thousand dollars. 
To the county of Hancock, five thousand, dollars. 
Te the.county of Adams, ten thousand. dollars. 
To the county of Galhoun, seven thousand dollars. 
To the county of Washington, three thousand dollars.. 
Mr. Liddell offered the following substitute: —— 

SEC. 15. Be it further enacted, That the Governor is here- 
Sy authorized to. appoint immediately the commissioners for 
the counties of 'Tippah and Tishomingo, as provided for in this 
act, whose duty it shall be to procure at once the number of 
indigent persons in said counties, their dondition and necessi- 
ties, and the prepable amount which will be required to relieve 
them over and above their distributive .share of the fund 
ereated by this act, and report the same without delay to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts. . 

Sec. 16. Beit further enacted, That the sum of seventy- 
five thousand dollars, or so ntuch thereof ag-may be.found to 
be necessary, is hereby appropriated and placed at the dis- 
_ posal of the Governor, for the benefit of. such indigent per- 

sons, to be drawn by said commissioners in such sums as may 
be found to be necessary, upon. the warrant of the Governor 
upon the Treasurer. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs, Kirk and Hathorn 
after Friday. — . : 

. ." The following message was received from the Governor 

through his Private Secretary :. à 


. 


‘EXECUTIVE OFFICE, : 
Columbus, Nov. 26th, 1863. 
Mr. SPzakER— _ : 

, His.Excellency, the Governor, has signed and approved 
the following House bills-and resolution:entitled: 

., An, aet to increase the salary of the Probate Judge of Kem- 
per county, - e | | j 

-, An act to suspend the Levee tax authorized to be assessed 
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by, the Boards of Police of the Mississippi River Levee Dis- 
trict. 

An act to repeal an act entitled.an'aet to authorize the ap- 
pointment of two- medical commissioners.to especially attend 
to the sick and wounded soldiers from the State’ in the Cqn- 
` federate army, ano for other purposes, approved ac 1st, | 
1863. 

Resolution instr deling- our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives: 

On motion of. Mr. Brown, i 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


M 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. GENUS 

'The House resumed the consideration of the question pend- 
ing on adjournment, to-wit: the substitute offered by Mr. 
Liddeil for the additional section , 15 reported, by the commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. Rucks offered the following: substitute for the sub- 

stitute: 

- Src. 15. Be it further enacted, That an additional sum of 
two hundred and eighty-nine thousand dollars ($289,000) be 
and the same is. hereby appropriated, payable ‘out of the 
treasury notes issued under the provisions of an. act entitled 
an act authorizing the issuance of treasury notes on behalf of 
the State, approved January 29th, 1862, the whole of which 
sum shall be immediately distr ibuted as. provided for i in the 
second section of this act. 

Mr. Darnett.moved to lay the subatitate, and the substitute 
for the. substitute on the table. ' 

Mr. Stephens called for a division of the question. E 

The vote was first taken on laying. the substitute for the 
substitute on the table, and decided in the affirfnativo. 

The vote was then taken on laying the substitute on the 
table, and decided in the affirmative. i 

Mr. Regan moved that the county of Claiborne be striokon 
out of the section, 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fowler, i 

The county of Washington was TA out of the section. 

Mr. Cunningham offered the following substitute for sec- 
tion 15: i 

Sxc.—. Be it further enacted, That any sum in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, not exceeding the sum of three 
hundred thousand dollars, be and the same is hereby placed . 
at the disposal of the Governor for the relief of the destitute - 
families i in such counties as are not sufficiently provided for 
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vy the general distribution contemplated iu this act ; and that 
the Governor is hereby authorized and, requested to appoint 
e and employ competent agents to obtain all the necessary in- 

formation at as early a day as practicable of the wants of such 
counties, and that the Governor draw his warrant on the Au- 

ditor for such sum as he in his judgment may, deem just and 
‘equal £o such eounties. - RC. ud 

` Be it further enacted, That the Governor may employ a 
sufficient number of agents to disburse and distribute the 
same according to the provisions of this act, and the said 
agents be required to give bond and sufficient security for the 
faithfal performance of their duties, the Governor allowing 
and' paying just compensation for the same, arid that the Gov- 
ernor be requested to make a full report to. the next Legis- 
lature. i tS i 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The substitute was laid on the table. 

Mr. Eskridge offered the following substitute, which, 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, AE 

Was laid on the table. l i 

Sec. 18. Be it further-enqcted, That the farther sum o 
three hundred thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated for the relief of the indigent families in the bor- 
der counties of this State, to be drawn from the Treasury of 
the State upon the warrant of the Governor; in such sums as 
he may see proper from time to time, as he may require the 
same, to avoid the suffering’ which thijs appropriation is in- 
tended £o prevent; and .that the money herein appropriated 
may be applied appropriately and according to the necessities 
of the ditferent counties, the Governor is authorized and re- 
quired, without delay; in such manner as will most certainly 
and speedily secure the proper data, proceed to ascertain the 
relative wants of the several counties, the capacity of said 
counties to make payment of taxes, and shall apply the appro- 
priation made by this section in such way as in his judgment 
is most expedient and proper to arrest suffering. 

Mr. Barnett offered to amend the amendment sec. 15,-by 
adding, “to the county of Issaquena, three thousand dollars,” 

Which was adopted. - os 

On motion, .  . JPN. "DEP "P 

The counties of Claiborne and Washington were reinserted 
in section 15. LE 

Mr. Watson offered the following substitute: 

‘See. 15. Be it. further enacted, That the sum of two hun- 
dred,thousand dollara be, and is hereby appropriated out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to.be 
placed at the disposal ef the Governor for the benefit of such 
of indigent persens hereinbefore provided. for, whose wants 
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may not be sufficiently met by the appropriations made by 
the previous sections of this bill; and the Governoris hereby 
authorized and requested to adopt such measures as he may 
deem best calculated to: ascertain the counties. or persons who 
may be entitled to relief out of the appropriation màde by 
this section, and in his discretion he is authorized immediately 
out of this fund to purchase such supplies and provisions as 
he may think will be needed. o 
Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved to lay .the substitute on the 
table, 
Which motion was lost. l 
Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, moved to lay the section 15 
and the substitute on the table. 
Which was lost. = aks 
Mr. Eskridge offered the following amendment to the sub- 
stitute : $ : 
Provided, Said sum þe appropriated to the counties of 
Tishomingo, Tippah, Marshall, DeSoto, Warren, Yazoo, 
Hinds, Washington, Claiborne, Adams, Issaquena and La- 
fayette, - s 
Which was lost. 
The vote was then taken on the adoption of the substitute 
and decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays called for by 
Messrs. Evans, Gully, and Seal, of Harrison: 


Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Bestor, Boon, Brown, 
Clark, Cunningham, Downs, Daniel, Easterling, Fox,Foxworth, 
Fort, Grace, Gray, Hicks, Harris, Hendon, Irby, Jackson, 
Johnson of Wilkinson, Kirk, Liddell, Lott, Moore, Marable, 
Morehead, Maxwell, McLemore, McKay of Green, McKay 
of Neshoba, McLaurin, McElroy, Owen, Pope, Powe, Ross, 
Robinson, Staples, Sutton, Wells, Watson and Wynne—42. 

Nays—Messrs.. Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Barton, Barnett, 
Carroll, Dillard, Dale, Evans, Eskridge, Fowler, Gully, High, 
Isom, Johnson of T ppah, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Murdock, 
MeNeil, Pounds, Pinson, Prewitt, Regan, Rucks, Rogers, 
Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Stephens, Thomp- 
son, Upshaw, Wier and Yandell—34. 


Amendment from the committee of the Whole: 

Be it further enacted, That whenever the commissioners 
appointed under this act shall be in doubt as to the right of 
any applicant to be a beneficiary,'he shall consult the Board 
of Police, if in session, or the President thereof in vacation, 
and said Board or President shall determine the question; and 
in all cases, where a party has been declared by the commis- 
sieners as not'entitled to the benefit of this act, an appeal to 
the Board of Police may be taken and the decision of said 
Board shall be conclusive. ' i 

Which was adoptėd. 
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8 
. Mr.: Regan offered the following amendment, which was | 
laid on the table: — . n s A 

Amend by way of additional section— : 3 

SEC. Be it further enacted, That the benefits of this act 
shall not apply to the families of such soldiers as have de- 
serted, or may hereafter desert from the State or Confederate 
service, or have fled or may hereafter fly within the Federal 
lines to avoid service due írom them in the present.war; 
Provided, That the families of such soldiers as have been cap- 
tured as deserters and executed by the military law of the 
land shall not be included in the provisions of this section. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, offered the following amendment by 
- way of additional section: l 

Be it further enacted, That when thẹ Governor shall as- 
certain the number of rérsons from each county entitled to an 
appropriation under this act, he may pay over the amount to 
the President of the Board of Police in such county, or to 
the person appointed by the Board of Police to receive the 
same, 80 that said sum may be disposed. of by the Board of 
Police as in their opinion they may decin most expedient. 

Which was adopted.: . 

Mr, Rogers withdrew his motion made on.the 24th instant, 
to reconsider the vote by which the House on that day passed 
a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the collection of monies 
loaned by this State to itailroad companies from the Chicka- 
saw School Fund. | oe. l 

Mr. Irby, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: l a 
Mz. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report that 
they have examined the followirg enrolled bills, and found 
the same correctly enrolled and have submitted them to his 
Excellency, the Governor, for his “approval and signature, 
to-wit: . NEA | | 

A House bill entitled an act to allow the Sheriffs and Tax 
Collectors additional time to ‘collect the taxes for the year 
1862, in certain cases. p l l 

‘A House bill entitled an aet authorizing Sheriffs of the 
State to receive Confederate Treasury notes in payment of 
runaway slaves sold, and for other purposes. 

A House bill entitled an act to authorize Mrs. Maria -E. 

Wadlington, Guardian of the minor children of Douglass $. 
King, dec'd, to sell slaves belonging to her wards, and for 
other purposes. . 
' A House bill entitled an act to amend chapter 8; of the 
Revised Code, establishing thé.fees of certain officers so far 
as it relates to the Probate Clerks of the counties of Leake 
and Rankin. 
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A House bill entitled an act to extend the time of assessing 
the taxes in this State for the year 1863. . 
On motion of Mr. Fowler, 
' ‘The House adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


4 


FRIDAY, November 27, 1863. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev..Dr. Lyon. 

Joürnal of yestertlay was read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Regan, 

The rules were suspénded and Senate messages tiken up, 
and ths Sena!esubstitute for House bill entitled an act for 
ihe relief of tax payers in certain cases, was taken up, 

And read three several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Watson moved to recommit the bill under considera- 
tion on yesterday, to wit: An act better to provide for the 
families of our soldiers, to a select committee of five. 

Which was lost. d 

On motion of Mr. Fox, dá 

The House reconsidered the vote by which on yesterday 
it adopted, the amendment offered by Mr. Watson asa 
substitute for amendment sec. 15, recommended by the com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. Upshaw moved a reconsideration of the vate by which 
on yesterday evening the House adopted the amendment, by 
way of additional section. offered by Mr. Seal of: Harrrison. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Upshaw moved that the subject matter of sec. 15, 
amendment reportéd by committee of the whole, and the 
substitutes thereto, be referred to a select committee of five. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Watson, Regan, ae 
Weir and Murdock 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The bill under consideration was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. Regan called up the resolution upon which the motion 
for a reconsideration was made on the 24th inst., to-wit: 

The resolution in relation to the employment of persons - 
DA conscript age in the military or civil service of the 

tate k 
The House reconsidered the vote by which said resolution .- 
was adopted. 
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Mr. Eskridge moved to amend by adding, nor to those 
exempt from military service. 

The House then refused to adopt the resolution. 

Mr. Rucks called from the orders of the day, a bill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Alabama and Mississippi 
Rivers Railroad Company. 

Which was read. the second time. _ 

On motion of Mr. Rucks, . 

The rulé ‘was suspended, ‘the bill. read the third timé and 

passed, tho title standing as stated. 
- Mr. Downs, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
s An act to indemnify the present session of the Legis- 
l#ture, which was read once, and 

On mouon of Mr. Isom, 

` Was laid on the table. 

Mr. Powe by leave, introduced a joint resolution inviting 
the Hon. R. W. Walker, Senator elect from the State of 
Alabama, to address the Legislature and the public, at an 
early day i in this House. 

The rules was suspended and the resolution adopted. ` 

The. following. message was received from the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

‘The Senate have passed the following bills, to wit: = " 

A bill entitled àn act to compensate soldiers in the State 
service in certain cases. 

A bill entitled an act to repeal an act redueing the salary | 
of the Probate Judge of Rankin coonty. 

Have also passed. House bill entitled an act to incorporate 
the Southern College of Medieal Surgery. ' i 

And have adopted House joint resolution in reference to 
the President’s order remgving slaves. 

Mr. Bestor, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to amend chapter 59, article 36, of the Revised 
Code relating to patrols. 

Was read twice under a suspension of' the rules. 

Mr. Yandell offered the following amendment : 

* Except Ministers of the Gospel." 

Which was lost. 

The rules were suspended, the bill read the third time and 
passed, the-title standing as stated. 

Mr. Rogers’ by leave, called up the special order, of 
Wednesday last, to wit: > 
- <A bill to be entitled an act to encourage enlistments in the 
army of the Confederate S'ates, and for other pur poses. 

Mr. Shelly moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Which was decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays 

called for by Messrs. ‘Bradford, Rogers and Br OWn. ' 
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Yzas—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Bestor, Barton, Brown, 
Barnett, Carroll, Downs, Evans, Gray, Harris, High, Hendon, 
Jackson, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, 
Lott, 4oore, Marable, McKay of Green, McKay of Neshoba, 
McNeil, Pownds, Powe; Pinson, Rogers, Ross, Robinson, 
Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Sutton, Stubbs 
of Smith, Wells, Wier and Yandell—36. ` 

Nays—Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Boone, 
Clark, Cunningham, Daniel, Dillard, Eskridge, Fox, Falconer, 
| Fort, Grace, Isom, Irby, Liddell. Lewers, Minter, Maxwell, 
Murdock, McLemore, McLaurin, McElroy, Prewit, Regan, 
Rucks, Staples, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw, Watson ‘and 
'W vnne— 38. " 

The bill was laid on tho table. 

Mr. Murdock moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the House this morning passed a bill to be entitled 
an act to incorporate the Alabama and Mississippi Rivers 
Railroad Company. : 

Mr. Irby, from the committee on Enroled Bills, made the 
following report: j 
Mn. SPEAKER— ; . 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report that 
tbey have examined the following enrolled joint resolution 
and bll, found the same correctly enrolled, and have sub- 
mitted them to his Excellency the Governor, for Bis appro- 
val and signature, to-wit: 

Joint resolution in reference to. the President's order re- 
moving slaves. MK 

Ay act entitled an act, to amend an act, for the relief of 
Judges of the Cireuit Courts of this State in certain cases. 

The following message was received from the Governor 
through his Private Secretary : l 
Mr. SPEAKER:— 

Iam directed by his Excellency the Governor, to trans- 
mit to you his message in writing. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
l l Columbus, Nov. 21, 1863. l 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of hepresentatives : i 

I have this day signed a bill entitled-an.act to authorize 
the repair of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad between Okalona 
and Saltillo in this State, and for other purposes. E 

I approved the bill not only on account of the great 
impor:ance of the proposed extension in a military point of 
view to the State and the Confederary, but because of its 
necessity in.conveying provisions and other necessaries for a 
large number of our people in the Northern and Eastern 
part of the State, whose property has been destroyed and 
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whose fields have been desolated by the enemy.. I shall 
immediately communicate with, the. President of the road 
as to the best means of repairing the road and placing it in 
running order. I believe it isthe duty of the Directory to 
do this without any assistance or guarantee from th- State. 
Railroads are not chartered for the purpose of granting 
privlieges and monopolies to a. few individuals for their | 
exclusive advantage, but for the benefit of the people, and 
however few the restraints contained in their charters, they 
are under obligations and conditions imposed by the com- 
mon law of the land, which they should not be permitted to 
disregard. The grant of power to build a Railroad includes 
the obligation to keep it in repair and use it, and any 
unreasonable neglect or refusal to do this, as to anv part of 
the road, works a forfeiture of their charters. The danger 
to the road from the public enemy or any excuse which 
may be given, are questions to be determined by the courts 
of the Stato on the facts as they may be found by a jery. 
I cannot conceive that the supposed danger of injury from 
the troops of the State, or of the Confederacy, can affect the 
question. : , 

: I desire in this connection to call your attention to the 
complaints which are'made against this Railroad of alleged 
exorbitant charges, both for freight'and passengers, and to 
their recent refusal to transport freight, except upon terms 
as to risks whichithey have no right as common carriers to 
impose. You have the power ’to investigate these alleged 
grievances, and if you find them to exist, to provide the 
proper remedy. ^ i 

It is admitted that under the present high prices of labor, 
of materials and of increased liability on aecount of the 
increased value of the property transported, a reasonable 
advance should be made in their freights, but exorbitant and 
extortionate chargés cannot be permitted. It is an abuse of 
the franchise, and works a forfeiture of their charter. I have 
also been informed that some of the Railroads which have. 
issued notes to circulate as money, refuse to take the notes 
of other Railroads in the State as payment for freight. 
If-such refusing roads, accepted the provisions of the acts of 
December 186}; and January 1862, such refusal works a — 
forfeiture of their charters. If they did not accept them, 
the issuance of such notes by them, not: only subjects the 
officers to the penalties against unauthorized. banking, but is 
a misuser, and also works a forfeiture. - 

I respectfully recommend that;an enquiry bé madé into 
the alleged abuses, and that. suitable remedies be provided 
by statutes, T especially call your attention to the proceed- 
ings by scire facius and information in nature of quo war- 
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pončo, that you may declare in what cases they may Besian, 
and provide for the very ‚probable contingency of a judge- 
ment by forfeiture, by such statutes as will^ vest the forfeited 
property, and. privileges in trustees, with power to continue 
the benefits of the roads to the poblic. It would be advisable 
also to give the power to the courts upon the issuance of the 
writ upoh a proper hearing after notice, or at any stage of 
the proceeding before the final judgement’ to place the road 
in the hands of trustees, such disposition to be made by sub- 
sequent legislation as justice and the publie interest may 
demand. CHAS. CLARK, . 
Governor. 
On motion of Mr. Minter, 
* The House adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On a eall of the roll a quorum appeared. - 

‘On motion of Mr. Eskridge, 

The House took. up the. Governor's messa ge transmitted 
to the House this morning. X 
' The message was read, “and 2L 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

Was referred to the J udiciary committee. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
Senate messages. 

The House concurred in the Senate amendment to House 
joint re-olntion setting apart Thursday, 10th December, as-a 
day of fasting humiliation and prayer. 

The House concurred in the Senate amendment. to House 
bill, entitled an act to remove the civil and legal disabilities 
of Sam B. Jones. 

Senate bill.to be entitled an act to authorize’ and require 
the Governor to cause to be printed, a sufficient amount of 
bonds bearing eight per. cent. interest, for the purpose of 
ealling in and taking up the ‘Treasury notés, issued by. law, 
for the military defense of the State. 

Was read twice ander a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 

Senate bill to be entitled an.act to punish: parties slaking 
illegal seizures and impre:sments in this State. 

Which was read twiee under a suspension ofthe rules, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee.  . 

Senate bill-to be entitled an act relative io the. establish- 
ment of a temporary penitentiary, 

Was read twice under a suspension - of, the, ‘rules, and. 
referred to the committee on the Penitentiary, ; 
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Senate bill to bs entitled an act to pay Clerks, Inspectors 
and returning officers of elections of Hancock county, and to 
increase the per diem of the mem bers of.the Board -of Police. 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Grace moved to insert the county of Lauder dale in. 
title and. body of bill. 

: Which was adopted. 

Mr. McElroy moved to insert the Fou of Newton in 
title and body of bill. 

Which was adopted. p 03 

‘the bill réad. the third time under a Suspension of tho 


. rules and passed, thé title standing as stated. 


£m o. 


Senate bill to be entitled an act to change the time of hold- 
ing the Probate Court of Lawrence county. . 

The bill read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title standing ab stated. 

Senate joint resolutions of confidence &c., were concurred 
in by the House. 

Senate joint-resolution to donate clothing to Herndon 
Rangers &c., was concurred in by the House. 

Senate joint resolution in regard to Railroads &o., was 
concurred in by the House. ` 

Senate' bilf to be entitled an act to amend the dient 
laws &c., was read twice under a suspension of the rules and 
referred to the J udiciary committee, 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to provide dor obtaining 


‘jurors in the Circuit Courts of this State. 


Was read twice under suspension of the rules, ind referred 
to the Judiciary committee. ` 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to legalize the removal of 
personal property from this State, by Guar dians, Executors, 
Administrators and other Trustees under certain circumstan- 
ces, and for other purposes. 

Was read twice under suspension of the rules and referred : 
to the Judiciary committee. . 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the law of divor- 
ces and alimony, - 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. McElroy offered an amendment by way of substitute; . 
entitled an act to amend article 11 of sec. 4; of chapter 40 of 
the Revised Code of the State of Mississippi. 

Which was laid on the table. : 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standiug as stated. 
Sénate amendment to Hbuse amendment to Schate joint 
resolution in relation to making Confederate notes-a legal ten- 

der, in which the’ House r efused to concur. 

The House insisted on its refusal to concur. 
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The House concurred i in this Senate amendment to House 
Joint resolution inviting the Hon. J. W. C. Watson to address 
the Legislature. 

The Hoüse concurred in the Senate amendment to House 
bil to be entitled an act for the relief cf George R. Fall. 

Senate bill.to be entitled an act to punish the offense of 
harboring or concealing deserters from the Confederate States 
service, and for other purposes, 

Was read twice under a; suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved the indefinite postponement 
of the bill, which was decided in the negative -by.yeas and . 
nays called for by Messrs. Bradford, Allen and Stephens: 

Yras—Messrs. Foxworth, Pope, "Seal of Harrison, Seal of 
Hancock, and Yandell—5. 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Allen, Arnold, Brad- 
ford, Bestor, Boon, Barton, Brown, Barnett, Clark, Cunning- 
ham, Carroll, Downs, Deason of Jones , Daniel, Dillard, Dale, 
Evans, Easterling, Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, 
Grace, Gray, Hicks, Harris, High, Hendon, Isom, Irby, J ack- 
son, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Kirk, Liddell, - 
Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Moore, Marable, Mor ehead, Murdock, 
McLemore, MeLaurin, McElroy, Owen, Pounds,- Pinson, 
Prewitt, Regan, Rucks, Ross, Robinson, Staples, Shelley, 
Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Taylor, Thompson, Up- 
shaw, Wells, Wier,. ‘Watson and Wynne—69. 

Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, offered an amendment by way 
of substitute entitled “an act to encour age enlistments 1 m the 
army of the Confederate States, and for other purposes," 

Which was read. 

Pending which, : 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Gully and Ursus: 

The Speaker presented the following communication: 

Jackson, Miss, ` 
November 21, 1863. 
Hon. L. E. Houston, 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives: 

Srr—I have the honor herewith to submit to the House the 
biennial report of the Trustees of the State Institution for the 
Blind, and am, sir, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN DUNCAN,- 
President of the Board of Trustees Miss. State Inst. "for the 

Blind. 

On motion, é 

The report was referred to the committee on the Institution 
for the Blind. i . 

On motion of Mr. Isom, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 
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SATURDAY, November 28, 1888. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. | 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Sears., ju 

Journalof yesterday read and approved. — j 

Mr. Morehead presented the petition of Wm. M. Haley, 
Sheriff of Copiah county, whieh was referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims without reading. ^ . - - : 

Mr. Regan, by leave, called from the orders of the day a 
Senate bill to be entitled an act for the.examination of the 
offices of the Auditor of Public Accounts and State Treasurer. 

Was read three several times under: a suspension ef 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Regan, moved. a reconsideration of the vote by which 
on yesterday, the House concurred in the “resolutions of con- 
fidence, &c.,” from the Senate, and, l 

' On motion of Mr. Eskridge, T | 

Was made the special order for Monday morning at 10 
o'clock. WEE dT OU MIS Es 

Mr. Stephens presented the petition of W. D. McCulloch, 
Chaplain of the 23d Miss. Regiment, which was referred to 
the committee .on Propositions and Grievances with instruc- 
tions to report by bill or otherwise. EE E 

The following message was received from tlie Senate: 

Mz. SPEAKER— eo f 
The ! Senate have passed. the following entitled bills: 
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the removal of the 

records, books and papers belonging to any Court. of Record, 

and for other purposes. . . 

A bill to be entitled an act for.the relief of D. H. Maury. 

A bill to be entitled an, act to supply soldiers of the State 
of" Mississippi, eitherinthe State or Confederate serviee, with 
shoes and clothing. l ae l 

A bill tọ be entitled an act, to amend gection 7, Revised- 
Code of the State of Mississippi, so far as the same provides 
compensation for the State Printer, and for other purposes. 

Also passed a House bill entitled an act to repeal section 5 
of -an act entitled an act to reduce the county tax of Greene 
' county, approved Dec. 5, 1861. g ; 

The Senate haye passed sundry amendments to House biil 
entitled an aċt to procure cotton and wool cards, and other 
articles, for indigent families of soldiers: and citizens of tlie 
State. There was also an amendment to the title. 

_’ The Senate have also passed a'Senate bill entitled an act to 

to procure salt for the indigent families of soldiers, and for 

other purposes, approved January I, 1863. 

.,. The House then proceeded to the consideration of the spe- 

cial order, to-wit: .  . |. TOREM M 
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A bill to be entitled an act better to provide for the families 
of our soldiers. l 

On motion ọf Mr. Watson, 

The bill was recommitted to the select. committee of five to 
which on yesterday was referred the sec. I5 reported by the 
committee of the Whole and the amendment by way of addi- 
tional section offered by Mr. Seat of Harrison. 

That committee, through its chairman, Mr. Watson, forth- 
with reported the bill back to the House with thé following 
amendment by way of additional section: : 

Src. —. Be it further enacted, That the sum of eighty-five 
thousand dollars, in addition to the appropriations made by 
the previous sections of this. act, be and the saute is hereby 
set apart out of any monies in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, for the benefit and relief of the persons for whom 
this actis intended to provide in-the counties of Tippah, Tish- 
mingo, Hancock, Harrison and Jackson, the said sum of 
eighty-five thousand dollars to be ‘divided among the said five 
mentioned counties in the manner following to-wit: 

To the county of Tippah, thirty thousand dollars.. 

To the county of Tishomingo, forty thousand dollars. — , 

And to the said counties of Harrison, Haueock, and Jack- 
son, the sum of five thousand dollars each, which said amounts 
shall be immediately drawn out of the Freasury and disbursed 

'in the manner and for the purposes of the said counties re- 
spectively, that the appropriations niade hy the previous sec- 
tion of this act, are to be drawn and disbursed ; ‘Provided, 
however, Should it hereafter appear to the Governor that the 
said counties of Tippah, Tishomingo, Hancock, Harrison 
and Jackson will not require for the proper support of the 
persons therein respectively intended to be aided by this act, 
their full shares of all the appropriations made to them there- 
in, then and in that event he shall notify in writing the Audi- 

` tor of Public Accounts of the precise sum which he may be 
satisfied can be withheld from the said counties respectively, 
of one or more of them, as unnecessary for the purposes of 
this act; and thereupon it shall be the duty of the Auditor 
not to issue his warrant or Warrants upon the Treasury for 
the sum or sums so designated, but the same shall be retained 
in the Treasury out of the shares respectively to which the 
said five counties are entitled out of the proceeds of the spe- 
cial tax of one hundred and fifty per cent. by this act hefein- 
before imposed ;, Provided further, That the tax authotized 
by the 4th section of an act entitled an act-bettef to provide 

for the families of our soldiers, approved’ January 3d; 1863, 

be and is hereby abolished for the future, and that none of the 
provisions of the said act shall apply to the money appropria- 
ted or the tax collected by virtue of this nct. | ' 
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Which amendments were adopted. . 

The bill was then read the third time and paica, the title 
standing as stated. . 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 
. The House preceeded to the consideration of the —' 
order of Thur sday last, and, 

On his motion, ` 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole yo 
the bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the 1st Battalion 
of Mississippi State Troops, commanded when in service by 
Maj. Harper, 

Mr. Bradford in the Gais ; , 

After some time spent therein, 


The committee rose, reported the bill back to the House- 


with the recommendation that the bill be referr ed to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The report of the committe was paceead and agreed to. 

Mr. Murdoek, by leave, introduced a bill to P entitled 

An act for the protection of the persons an 
the citizens of the State of Mississippi, 

Which, ‘without’ reading, was referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr. Rucks introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to amend the law in relation to the writ of habeas 
corpus, : 

Which, without reading, was referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr. Falconer, by leave, introduced a bill tó' be entitled - 

An act to create the office of Historian to the Univer sity 
of Mississippi, 

Which, „without reading, was refered to the committee 
on the State University. 

Mr. Lewers called from the dins of the day an act to be 
entitled an act for the benefit of the cavalry companies com- 
manded by.Capts. Mitchell, Williams and Johnson, which, 

On his motion,, .. > s 

Was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. .— ` 

The joint resolution of the Senate in relation to adjourn- 
ment on Saturday, 28th inst., was taken up. 

- Mr. Allen moved to amend by striking out “Saturday, 28th 
_ inst.,” and insert “Saturday, 5th inst., next.” . 

Mr. Liddell moved the indefinite NIAE of the reso- 
lution'and amendment, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The resolution and amendment were laid on the table.” 


` The House then resunied the consideration of the question 


pending on adjournment yesterday, to-wit: 


& 
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The substitute offered by Mr. J uds of Wilkinson, for 
' the Senate bill to be entitled an act to punish the offense of 
harboring or concealing deserters from the Confederate and 
State service, and for other purposes. 
‘My. Johnson, offered the following amendment by way of 
substitute : 
Amend section 1 by striking out the words í sany citizen of 
this State,” and insert the words “any person," in 2d line. 
*Amend section 1 by. inserting after the word “Mississippi” 
in the 5th‘line, the words “or who shall belong to the army 
of the Confederate States or the State of Mississi ippi." 
Amend section 3 by inserting after the word "lines," in the 
5th line, the words ‘for the purpose of remaining therein or 


giving him aid or information.” 


Which were adopted. 

Mr. Maxwell offered the following g: amendment : 

Add at end of section 3 the words “except mother 8, wives 
and sisters," . 

‘Was laid on the table. 

The vote was then taken on the adoption of the substitute 
bill as amended, and decided in the affirntative. 

Mr. Rogers offered'a substitute for the bill under considera- 
tion, which, 

- On motion of Mr. J ohnson, of Wilkinson, 

Was laid on the table. 

The bill was then read the third time under a suspension 
of the rules, and passed by yeas and nays called for by 
Messrs. Maxwell, Stephens and Jackson. 


Y gAs— Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Archer, Allen, | Arnold, Brad- 
ford, Bestor, Boon, Brown, Barnett, Clark, Cunningham, 
Car roll, Deason of Clopiah, Daniel, Dillard, Evans, Easterling, 
Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Grace, Harris, High, 
Hendon, Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson of Wilkinson, : John- 
son of "Tippah, Liddell, Lott, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Marable, 

Zorehead, Murdock, McLemore, McKay of Neshoba, MeLau- 
rin, MEI oy, Owen, Prewitt, Regan, Rucks, Ross; Robinson, 
Staples, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Wells, Wier, Watson, Wynne and Yandell—60. 

Navs—Messrs. Barton, Gray, Moore, Maxwell, McKay of 
Green, McMicl, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Rogers, Seal of im 
rison, Seal of Hancoek, and Shelley—13. l 


Mr. Irby, from the committed’ on Enrolled Bills, ero 
the following report: 


* 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on ‘Enrolled Bills beg leave to. report that 
they have examined the following enrolled joint .resolutions 
and bills, found the same correctly enrolled. and have sub- 
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aiea them to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval 
and ‘signature, to-wit: 

Joint resolution appointing a day of fasting and prayer. 

Joint resolution granting leave of absence. to the Hon. 
Tryan M. Yancey. 

An act entitled an’ act to inc ss as the Southern College 
of Medical. Surgery. 

An act entitled an act to remove the civil sa legal disabil- 
ities of Samuel B. Jones, of Sunflower county. 

The following message was received frdm the T 
through his Private Secretary : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Columbus, ? NOV. 26th, "i 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

His Excellency, the Gov ernor, did, on. T 26th inst. sign 
and approve the.following House bills, entitled: 

A House bill entitled. an, act to extend the time of assessing 
the taxes in this State for the year 1863. 

A House bill entitled an act to allow the Sheriffs.and Tax 
Collectors additional time to collect the taxes for tie year 
1862, in certain cases. ,. - 

A House bill entitled an aet to amend chapter-S, of the 
. Revised Code, establishing the fees of certain officers so fare 
as it relates to the Probate Clerks of the counties of Leake 
and Rankin. 

A House bill entitled an act authorizing ‘Sheriffs of the 
State to receive Confederate Treasury notes in payment of 
runaway slaves sold, and for other purposes. 

A Hoüse bill entitled dn ‘act to, authorize. Mrs. Maria €. 
"Wadlington, Guardian of the minor children of Donglass 5. 
King, dec! d, to sell. slaves belonging to her war ds) and ior 
other purposes. 

E Bourne ous 
Ones Nov. 28, 1863. 
Mr. SPEAKER—  - 

I am instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, to inform 
the House that he did, on the 27th inst., sign and approve the 
House bill and resolution entitled : - 

An act entitled an act fo amend an act for the relief of 
Judges of the Circuit Courts of this State in certain cxses. 

Joint resolution i in reference to the President's order’ re 
moving slaves. - 

The said joint resolutio was | immediately telegraphed to 
the President.. i; 

On motion of Mr. Murdock, .. [IMG 

The House "Adjeursed | until Monday morning, at i0 
o'clock. . ` um d 
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| MONDAY, November 30th, 1863. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Evans of the House. 

Journal of Saturday read and approved. 

On motion l 

The call of counties was dispensed with. : 

. Mr. Upshaw gave notice that he would; on to-morrow, 
introduce a bill to be entitled an act to enable the Police 
Court of Monroe county to levy a tax for the support of the 
dependents of soldiers &c. from said county. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, to wit: 

he resolutions of confidence &c. from the Senate. , 

Mr. Upshaw offered the following substitute : 

Resolved, That we have full confidence in the capacity of 
the President of the Confederate States, and in his fidelity 
to our cause; and we pledge ourselves to ‘do all things in our 
power to further the interest of our bleeding country by 
upholding the hands of our Chief Executive. 

Mr. Watson moved that the resolution and substitue be. 
referr ed to a select committee of five. , 

Mr. Liddell ealled for the previous question whieh was 
not sustained. 

The vote was then taken on the reference of the resolu- 
tions and substitute to a committee of five and decided in the 
affirmative. 

The Speaker appointed as committee, Messrs. Watson, 
Thompson, Regan, Liddell and Isom. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed the following House bills: 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Cooper & "Kimball, 
State Printers. 

* A bill entitled an act to revise and amend an act to extend 
the time for the collection of taxes of the current fiseal year, 
approved December 20th, 1861, and for other purposes. 

A bill entitled an act to enable the counties of Lowndes, 
Oktibbeha and Noxubee, and the eity of Columbes, to settle 
up and close their subscription to the capital. stock of the 
Mobile & Ohio Railroad Company: 

A bill entitled an act to better provide for the familes of 
our soldiers. 

Passed with amendment. 

The following message was received from the Governor : 

| EXECUTIVE OFFICE, j 
Columbus, November 30th, 1863. 
Mr. SPEAKER— 
His Excellency the G prernon did on the 28th inst, s 
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‘and approve the following: ‘House bills and resolutions, 
entitled, 

An áct to remove the civil-and legal disabilities of Samnel 
B. Jones, of Sunflower county. 

An act to incorporate- the Southern College of Medicine 
and Surgery. ' 

Joint resolution setting apart Thursday, the 10th of 
December, as a day of fasting, hum liation and prayer. 

Joint resolution granting .leave- of absence to the Hon 
Tryan M. Yancey, of. Marshall county. 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 

The bill to be entitled an act to organize the army of 
Mississippi was called’up and made the special order for 3 
o'clock P. M. 

On motion of Mr. Isom, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'ULOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. ' 

The House resolved itself into committee of the viola on 
the bill to be entitled an act to organize the army of | Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr. Seal of Harrison, i in the chair. 

After sometime spent therein, 

The committee - rose, reportetl the bill back to the House, 
and asked leave to sit again to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The following message was received from the Governor 
through his private Secretary : 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

I am instructed by the Governor to deliver to you his mes- 
sage iu writing. 

EXECUTIVE Ormcz, 
Columbus, November 30th, 1863. t 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
i ånd House of [o e 

Ihave the honor to communicate to you the following tele- 
gram from the President of the Confederate States, in reply 
to the resolution passed by you : 

Racmuoxp, Va., Nov. 28th. 

Gov. Chas. Clark, Columbus, Miss. 

Your telegram of. ‘yesterday received, Mirie to you of the 
18th inst. , explained the policy and instructiohs of the Gov- 
ernment in relation to negro mén about to be conactibed by 
the enemy for service in their army. The action of the 
Legislature, which you communicated, viewed with the defer- 
en ce, which I feel for. that body, leads me to revoke the 
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instructions given, and as we concur'in the object te De at- 
tained, I have to ask. that such action be taken by the State 
Government, as will better secure the, end intended by the . 


instructions I had given. 
. JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

I respectfully recommend the au contained in it to 
your earnest consideration. CHAS. CLARI. 

On motion of Mr. Watson, 

The Senate amendment to House bill to be entiled an act 
better to provide for the families of oúr soldiers. 

Was concurred in, 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, ` 

The House adjourned until to-morrow’ morning at % 
o'clock. 


TUESDAY, Dec. 1, 1863. 


House' met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Sears. 

The j » jour nal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, 

The regular order of buainéss was suspended in order to 
allow him to introduce the following joint resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate coneurring) That one thousand 
copies of the act better to provide for the families of our 
soldiers, be printed in pamphlet form as soon as signed by 
the Governor for destribution among the several counties of 
the State. 

The House then’ went into committee of the Whole on an 
act to organize the army of Mississippi. 

| Mr. Seal, of Harrison, in the chair. 

After sometime spent ther ein, 

The eommittee rose and reported the bill and pending 
amgndments, be referred to a select. committee of five, with 
instructions &c. 

Report was received and agr reed to. 

The Speaker appointed as seid committee, 

Messrs. Regan, Arnold, Upshaw, Eskridge and Top 

On motion “of Mr. W atson, 

The regular ordér of business was suspended. i 

Mr. Watson, from the Judiciary committee, made the fol- 
lowing reports, 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary committee to whom the Senate pill was 

referred entitled an act to enable the High Court of Errors 
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and Appeals of this State to prevent injustice to suitors, and 
to correct some of the evils of the présent. war, have had 
ihe same under consideration, and do report in m of said 
bill and recommend its passage. 

The report was réceived and agreed to. 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the third timé ‘and 
passed, the title standing as stated. ` ^ . 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee ón the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
House bill entitled a bill for the relief of Administrators, 
Guardians, Trustees &c, in certain cases, and als% Senate 
bill entitled an act to legalize the removal ‘of personal prop- 
erty from this State by Guardians, Executors, Admiuistrators 
and other Trustees, under certain circumstances, and for 
other purpcses, have had the same under consideration, and. 
have instructed ine to report the same back to the House, 
with a recommendation that the Senate bill be substituted 
‘for that of the House' and passed. 

The report was received and agreed to. - 

The Senate bill reported as a substitute, was read the third 
time under & suspension-of the rules and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

Mr. SPEAKER— i 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of J. S. Terrel, Sr., and W. A. Trotter, Executors of the 
last will and testament of J. S. Terrel, Jr. , dec'd, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
a bill for the relief of the heirs and distributees of J. S. 
Terrel, Jr., dee’d, with a recommendation that said bill do 

ass. 

The report Was received and agreed-to, 

The bill was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. SPEAKER—' 

The committee on the Judiciary beg leave to report a bill 
entitled an act amendatory of article 6, chapter 3, page 292, 
of the Revised Code, and for other pur “poses, and recommend 
that the same do pass. 5 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was then read three times under a-suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. SPEAKER— . b 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the petition of E. C. Mosby, of Kemper county, asking per- 
mission to, distil eighty gallons of whiskey for the use: of a 
Sick son, have had the same under ċonsideration, and have 
instructed me to report the same baek to the House, with a 
request that they be disch arged from the further considera- 
tion thereof, « 
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The report was received and agreed to. 
Mr. SPEAKER— . T 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the message of the Governor on the subject of slave impress- 
ments in the border coünties, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed'me to report the same back 
to the House, with a request that they be discharged.from 
the further consideration thereof. The action already taken 
upon the subject by this Legislature, together with the 
prompt and energetic protest of Governor Charles Clark, 
has had he desired effect, and the impressments have been 
discontinued. Your committee is of opinion, theretore, that 
no further consideration of the subject is needed. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 
Mr. SPEAKER— l 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
House resolution instructing them to enquire into the con- 
stitutionality of allowing soldiers in the field, whether in or 
out of the State, to vote in all State or-county elections, and 
also tHe House resolution instructing them to prepare and 
report to the House, an amendment to the Constitution, 

authorizing soldiers from this State, in the Confederate or 

State service, who are qualified electors, to vote in all State 
elee'ions wherever they may be, have-had the same under 
consideration, and beg leave to submit the following report: 

The elective franchise, being conferred and regulated by: 
the Constitution, can only be exercised at the places and in 
the manner therein prescribed. "The 1st section of the 3d 
article of the Constitution of the State is as follows : 

«Every free white male person oftheageoftwenty-oneyears 
or upwards, who shall be a citizen of the Confederate States 
of America, and shall have resided in this State one year 
next preceding an election, and the last four months within 
the county, city or town in which he offers to vote, shall be | 
deemed a qualified elector. And such qualified elector, who 
may happen to be in any county, city or town other than 
that of his residence at the time of an election, or who shall 
have removed to any county, city or town within five months 
preceding the- election, from any county, city or town, in 
which he would have been a qualified elector, had he not 
so removed, may vote for any State or district officer or 
member of Congress, for whom he could have voted in the 
county of his residence, or the county, city or town from 
which he may have so removed.” l 

From the Constitutional provision, it is most manifest that 
the Legislature has no power to autharize an election to be, 
held for any office, whether county, district or State, beyond - 
the limits over which the jurisdiction of such officer is to 
extend. 
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A qualified-elector can only vote for a county, city or town 
officer, when he is within the county, city or town; for 
members of Congress, State Senators, Circuit Judges, Dis- 
trict Attorneys, when he is within the district for which the 
election is to be made, and for Governor, Attorney General, 
Secretary of State, Treasurer and Auditor when he is within 
the State. When beyond the limits of the the State there- 
fore, all citizens, as the Constitution now stands, must be 
denied the right of sufferage. 

In obedience to the instructions given the committee on 
that subject, they have prepared, and herewith report an 
amendment to the Constitution, which, if adopted, will 
authorize the Legislature to provide for the voting of quali- 
fied electors of the State, who may out of the State, be in 
the military service of the Confederate States, or of the State 
at the time of any election, to wit: so, i 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

All soldiers, who may be,in the army of this State, or in 
that of the Confederate States, and who shall be absent from 
this State at the time of holding any general election therein, 
if qualified electors in this State, shall be entitled to vote for 
any State or Confederate officers for whom thcy could have 
voted in the county oftheir residence. The mode and man- 
ner of holding the polls to enable them to vote to be pre- 
scribed by law. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of-the 
Senate messages. - . E 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to compensate soldiers in 
the State service in certain cases. 

Which was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and. passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act io repeal an act reducing 
the salary of the Probate Judge of Rankin county. 

The bill read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated. UC 
, Senate bill-to be entitled an act to supply soldiers of the 
State of Mississippi,-either in the State or Confederate ser- 
viee, with shoes and clothing, 

Was read three several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate bill tə be entitléd an act to amend sec. 7, of the 
Revised Code of the State of Mississippi so far as the same 
provides eompensation for the State printer, and for other 
purposes. 7 . 

The rules were suspended, the bill read the third time and 
passed, the title standing as stated. . 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following 
report: - 
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Mn. SrÉAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled Bills bes leave to report ihat 

they have examined the followiug enrolled bills, found the 
same correctly enrolled and have presented them to his 
Excellency the Governor for his signature, to wit: 
- An aot entitled an aet to revive and amend an act to ex- 
tend the time for the collection of the taxes of the current 
fiscal year, approved December 20th, 1861, and for other 
purposes. 

An act entitled an act to repeal the fifth section of an act 
entitled’an act to reduce the taxes of Green county, approved 
December 5th, 1861. l 

An act entitled an act for the relief of George R. Fail. 

An aet entitled an act for the relief of Cooper & Kimball, 
State printers. 

Ar aet entitled an act to enable the counties of Lowndes, 
Oktibbeha and Noxubee and the city of Columbus, to settle 
up and close their subscription to the capital stock of the ` 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company. 

The following message was received from the Senate 
through their Secretary, Mr. ‘Porter. 

Mn. Spraxer— 

The Senate adhere to their amendment to Fons substitute 
to Senate resolution intsructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Confederate Congress to pass a 
law, making Confederate notes a legal tender, : and "ask à com- 
mittee of conference thereon. 

Messrs. Simonton, Wilson and Oliver, have pin appointed 
as said committee of conference on the part cf the Senate. 

The Senate have concurred in House resolution inviting 
the Hon. R.W. Walker, of Alabama, to address the Legisla- 
ture; &c. 

And have concurred in House amendment to Senate resolu- 
tion entitled a resolution for the relief of certain counties, ' 

Also, have concurred in House amendment to Senate bill 
entitled an act to pay Clerks, Inspectors and returning officers 
of elections of Hancock county, and to increase the per diem 
of the men:bers of the Board of Police. 

The Senate refuses to concur in the House -substitute for 
Senate bill entitled an act to punish the offense of harboring 
or concealing deserters from the Confederate and State ser- 
vice, and for other purposes. 

The Senate have passed bills of the following titles: ` 

An act to enable the Railroad Companies of this State to 
pay the monies borrowed by them. 

An act to authorize the Treasurer to use the three per 
cent funds in payment of current expenses of-the State. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Harris and James L. Burks 
of Seott county. 
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Have aks passed the following House bills: 
‘An act to remove the civil disabilities of Henry B. Luckett, 
a minor. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of James H. Mat- 
thews, a minor of Marshall county. y 

An act to amend an act entitled an act'to appropriate fines, 
forfeitures, licenses and runaway slaves in the county of Jones, 
approved December 4th, 1861. 

An act for the relief of Wiliam C. Nickle, "Tax Assessor 
of Panola county. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to. suani the char- 
ter of the city of Jackson, approved August 6, 1861, and an 
act entitled an act supplemental to. an act to amend the charter 
of the city of Jackson, approved August 6, 1861. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of "Anthony D. Gor- 
don, a minor of Lauderdale county, so far as to render him 
legally qualified to make a last will and testament. 

“An act for the relief of John A. MoNiel. 

An act.to repeal an act entitled an act to reduce the taxes 
‘of Haneoek county, and for other purposes, approved Decem- 
ber 16, 1861. 

* A bill for the relief of the Lunatic Asylum. 

On motion of: Mr. Isom, 

ae House aujourned till 3. o ‘clock, P. M. 


THREE, o CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant, to adjournment. 
Mr. Irby moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
House this morning passed the bill entitled an act to amend 
‘sec. 7, Revised Code of the State of Mississippi, so far as the 
same provides compensation for the State Printer, and for 
other purposes, 
Which was adopted. 
The House then reconsider ed the vote. -by which said bill 
was read the third time. 
"^ Mr. Falconer'offered the following amendment: , 
Insert in title after “section 7," the words “chapter 6,” 
Which was adopted. 
Mr.. Rogers moved ther eference of the bill to the commit- 
. tee on Printing, 
Which was lost. 
Mr. Isom moved its reference to a select committee of » 
five, 
. Which was lost. - 
Mr. Minter moved to amend by in inserting. after the words 
“documents” the words “in a public newspaper,” 
Which was lost. 
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Mr. Falconer moved that the rules be suspended and. the 
bill read the third time, _ l 

Which was lost. i ' 

The House then resumed the consideration of the Senate 
messages. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of D. H. 
Maury, 

Was read twice mis a suspension of the rules. 

Mr..Seal, of Harrison, moved that the bill be referred to 
the Judiciary committee, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, offered the following amendment: 

SEC. —. Be it further enacted, That hereafter the person 
whose slave is executed shall réceive pay whether that per- 
són be a citizen of this State or not, which, 

On motion, ` 

Was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

The bill was laid on the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize the removal of 
the records, books and papers belonging to any Court of 
. Record, and for. other purposes, * 

Was read twice under suspension of the on and 
referred to the committee on Claims. . - 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to procure 
salt for the indigent families ,of our soldiers, and for other 
purposes, approved January 1, 1868, 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

On motion, 

The House ees itself. into committee of the Whole on 

said bill, 
^— Mr. Bradford in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose and repor ted the bill back to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was read three several t times undef a suspension of 
the rules and passed, with title standing as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Lewers, 

Mr. Eskridge was added to the committee on the J udiciary. 

The following message was received from the Governor: 

; EXECUTIVE OFFICE, : 
Columbus, Dec. 1, 1868." 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

His Excellency, the Governor; has this day signed and ap- 
proved the following House bills entitled : 

_ _ An act for the rélief of Messrs. Ooops & Kimball, State 
Printers. 
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An act to enable the counties of ee Oktibbeha and 

* Noxubee, and the city of Columbus to settle up and close 

their subscription to the capital stock of the mno and Ohio 
Railroad Company, - 

An act for the relief of George R. Eall. 

An act tõ repeal section 5 of an act entitled : an act to re- 
duce the county taxes of Greene county, approved December 
5, 1861. 

An act to revise and amend an act to. extend the time for ` 

- the collection of the taxes of the current fiscal year, approved. 
Dec. 20th, 1861, and, for other purposes. 
On motion of Mr. Fox, 
The House adjourned.until 9 o'clock t&morro ow morning 


* 


Cr CREER. 


WEDNESDAY, Dee. 2, 1868. 


'The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On a call of the roli a quorum appeared. ` 

Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The special committee on the military bil were granted 
leave to sit during the sessions of the House. 

Call of counties. 

. Mr. Upshaw introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to enable the Police Court of Monroe county. to levy. 
à tax for the support on the dependents of soldiers, &c., from 

` said county, 

Was read three séveral times under a suspension of the rules 
'and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Wells introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act, furthér to provide for soldiers' and other families in 
the county of Attala; 

Which wa$ read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Bestor introduced a bill to entitled 

An act to. incorporate | the Meridian- "Manufacturing Com- 

any, 
i Which was read three ER times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Bestor preseüted aletter from L. A. Kidd, of Clark 
county, which was referred, without reading to the committee 
on Propositions and Grievances. 

Mr. Rucks pr esented a claim of -the’ Mississippi Lunatic 
Asylum, &c., 


Which was idonei to the committee on Claims. - , 
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Mr. Mur denk presented a claim of E. C. Eggleston, Sheriff 
of Lowndes county, - 

Which was referred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Watson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to repeal artiéles 55 and 56 of section 10, of chapter 
35 of Revised Code, which makes yoid. devises and bequests ` 
for religious or charitable purposes, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Fort, by leave, introduced a joint resolution of thanks 
to the soldiers of Mississippi, e. 5 

Which was read once. i i 

Mr: Falconer gffered the following amendment: 

‘Resolved further, That the State pledges herself to her sol- 
diers that those dear ones they have left behind them shall 
not wart whilst Mississippi has it in her power to assist them. 

Which was adopted. 

The rules were then suspended and the resolution adopted. 

Mr. McElroy introdueed a bill to be entitled 

An act to. appoint general administrators for Lauderdale 
and Newton counties, 

Was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. McElroy introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act for the relief of the Probate Clerk of. Newton 
county, 

Which was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. — ' 

Mr. Carro 1 called up from the orders of the day a joint 
. resolution for the benefit of the families of our soldiers. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and decided in the negative by yeas and nays called for 
by Messrs. Carroll, Prewitt and gus 

Messrs. Barton, Brown, Clark, Cun- 
ningham, Carroll, Daniel, Dillard, Evans, Fox, Gulley, ‘Grace, 
Gowan, Harris, "Hendon, Irby, Jackson, Lowry, Lewers, 
Marable, Maxwell, McElroy, Pounds, Prewitt, Seal of Han- 
. cock, Shelle y; Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens and Yan- 
l dell—30. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, Boon, Barnett, 
Deason of Copiah, Fowler, Foxworth, Faleoner, Fort, Gray, 
High, Isom, J ohnson of Wilkinson, Johnson . of Tippah, 
Minter, Morehead, Murdock, McLemore, McKay of Green, 
McKay of N eshoba, McLaurin, MeNiel Owen, Pinson, 
Rucks, Rogers, Robinson, Staples, Seal of ‘Harrison, ‘Thomp- 
son, Wier and Watson— 382. 

The resolution was lost. 

Ar. Lowry, by leave, introduced a joint resolution: . 
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#esolved, (the Senate eoncurring,). That the Confederate 
. States Senators from the Sthte of Mississippi be instructed, 

and the Representatives in Congress from this State be re- 
quested, to use their best endeavors to have removed all com- 
missaries, paymasters, quartermasters and commandants of 
posts, and their subalterns, railroad conductors, bággage- 
masters, express agents,. tation agents, division and section 
masters, that are able-bodied men under the age of forty-five 
years, to be placed into the army in the field, and their places 
filled with disabled soldiers; or men over ‘the Ape E forty-five 

ears 

? Which was read once. 

Mr. Gray introduced a bill to be entitled ! 

An act to authorize the members of the -Police Court in 
" Wayne county to discharge. the duties of School Commission- 
ers, and for other purposes, 

Which was read three several times, under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

"Mr. J ohnson, of Wilkinson, by leave, introduced a joint. 
resolution in relation to the paslicouon of the several acts re- 
moving civil disabilities; 

Which was read twice and adopted, the rules being sus- 
pended. 

Mr. Grace maod a bill to be entitled 

An act to increase the salary of the Probate Judge i Lau- 
derdale eounty, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of t the rules. 

Mr. Stephens, by leave, intr oduced a joint resolution im re- 
lation to mothers, wives and sisters of our soldiers, - 

Which was read once.  . 

' The rules being suspended, the resolution was read the 
second time and adopted. 

Mr. Powe, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act to authorize the Board of Police of Jasper county 
to correct the levy of the poor tax of said county, 

. Was read three several times under.a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

The following message was received. from the Seuate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed'the following bills and resolutions: 

A bill entitled an act to amend the law relative to sueing 
out the writ of Aabeas corpus. 

Resolution to reply to the cireujar o of, Hon. Hugh W. Shef- 
fey and others. 

Have also adopted the following House bills: : 

A House bilf entitled an aot to amend chapter.32 of the 
Revised Code so far-a8 the same provides for the registration 
and sale of estrays.- 

H—17 
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A House bill entitled an. act to encourage tbe manufacture 
of cotton and wool cards in this State, i 
A House bill entitled an act to, provide for the redemption 
. of lands sold for taxes, at the office of the Auditor of Publie 
, Accounts. 7 3 
|^. Mr. Thompson, from ‘the committee of Ways and Means, 
raade the following reports: 
Mn. SPEAKER— ` 
The committee of Ways and Means, to whom wasreferred 
a bill to be entitled an.act for the relief of citizens of DeSoto 
eounty.whose lands have been illegally sold for taxes for the 
year 1862, have had the same under consideyation and have. 
instructed me to report that in their judgment there is no ne- 
cessity for the passage of the law, as the existing laws furnish 
ample remedies: for all the grievances complained of, and 
therefore they recommend that the bill do not pass. 
Report received and agreed to. | 
AiR. SPEAKER 
The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
copies of the various fees allowed to Sheriffs and to Clerks of 
the Circuit and Probate Courts and the Chancery Court, have 
had the same under consideration and have instructed me to 
report that inasmuch as they do not think any change should 
be made in their fee bills, to report no bill on that subject and 
to ask that the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same. i 
The report was received and agreed to. 
Mr. SPEAKER— l 
The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
a resolution of this Honse instrueting them to bring in a bill 
fixing a schedule of prices on all freights carried on the Rail- 
roads in this State and also fix the prices for passengers, have 
instructed me to report the same back to this House with a 
recommendation that the same be referred to the Judiciary 
committee to whom has been referred the Governor’s message 
relating to this subject. , : 
The report was received and agreed to, and the subject re- 
ferred to the Judiciary committee. i 
Mr. SPEAKER— » 
The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
Senate bill entitled an act to authorize and require the Gov- 
. ernor to cause to be, prepared and printed a sufficient amount 
of bonds bearing eight per cent. interest for the purpose of 
caling in and taking up the treasury notes issued by law for 
military defense of this State, have had thé same under con- 
sideration and recommend the same do pass. 
The report was received and agreed to. 
The bill was read the third time and passed, the title gtand- 
ing as stated. s ` 
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Mr. SPEAKER— 


"The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was s referred 
the, report of the Auditor of Public Accounts, haye instructed 
me, in response to a recommendation in said report in relation 
to salaries of Clerks, '&c., to report a bill entitled an act to 
fix the salary of the Auditor of Public Accounts and other 
officers, and to recommend that the same do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill repor ‘ted by the. committee was read twice under a 
suspension of the rules. 

On motion, 

The rules were suspended and the bill read the third time, 

The yeas and ‘nays were called for by Messrs. Bradford, 
‘Rucks and Brown on the passage of the bill: 

Yuass—Mr. Speaker, Messrs: Allen, Bestor, Boon, Barnett, 
Cunningham, Deason of Copiah, Daniel, Dillard, Evans, Fal- 
coner, Fort, Gully, Gray, High, Isom, J éhnsonof W Ukinson, 
Johnson of T. -ppah, Morehead, Maxwell, Murdock, McLemore, 
McLaurin, McElroy, McNeil, Owen, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, 
Prewitt, Robinson, Seal of Harrison, Sutton, Thompson, 
Watson and Yandell—36.- 

Navs—Messrs. Bradford, Barton, Brown, Clark, Carroll 
Fowler, Fox, Gowan, Harris, Hendon, irby, Jackson, Lott, 
Lowry, Minter, Moore, Marable, McKay of Neshoba, Racks, 
Rogers, Staples, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Stubbs of Smith, 
:. Stephens, Wells and Wier—27. 

The bill passed, the title standing as stated, 

Mn. SPEÀAKER— . 

The comníittee of Ways and Means, to dius was reférred 
the report of the Auditor of Public Accounts in relation to 
the revenues of the State, have instructed me to report a bill 
entitled, an act amendatory of the.revenue laws'of this State 
&nd to recommend that the same do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

On motion of Mr. Isom, 

The bill was-laid on the table, 200 copies ordered to be 
printed, and made the special order for three o'clock, P. M. 
on Friday next in committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SPEAKEE— Žž . 

The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
the report of the Auditor of Public Accounts, have had the 
same under consideration, ánd in response to that portion of 
said report which urges upon the Legislature the necessity of 
of some alteration in the present law for enforcing the collec- 
tion of taxes on delinquent lands, have instructed me to re- 
port a bill to'be. entitled an act to secure the collection of 
taxes on delinquent lands and for other purposes, and to 
recommend that the same do pass. 
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Received and agreed to. 

The bill was read-twice under a suspension of the rhlés,:- 
. On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The bill was read the third time and passed, the title stand- 
ing as stated. ` 
. Mr. Fox, from the committee on. the Institution for ihe: 
Blind, made the following report: 

Mn. SPEAKER— 

The joint standing committee on the institution for the 
Blind direct me to report that in consequence of the Legis- 
lature not being held at Jackson, the committee have heen: 
unable to visit ‘the ‘institution for the Blind, .and to present 
to the Legislature their own observations of its‘condition. 
The regret arising from this circumstance is very much les- 
sened by the full and accurate reports submitted to the 
committee by the Superintendent and by the Board of Trus-- 
tees, which reports are herewith submitted to the Legislature 
as containing a minute and satisfactory statement of affairs, 
showing great ability and earnestness on the part of the: 
Superintendent, and faithful and competent guardianship by- 
the Board of "Trustees. 

"Phe financial condition of the institution merits the ap- , 
. proval of the committee. Notwithstanding the diminished, 
- value of the currency, and the largely increased price of all 
commodities, besides some extraordinary expenses to which 
the committee will hereafter refer. It appers that by strict 
economy the expenses of the institution have kept within 
the income, and this, too, without in any great degree im- 
pairing the usefulness of the institution or lessening the 
number of pupils to whem the State has extended,the kindly 
hand of protecting and parerital care. At the date of the 
last bienni: | report of the Board of Trustees, there was a 
. cash balance on hand of $2,882 27. At the date of the » 
, preseat report the cash balance on hand is $2,506 20, show- 
ing a very slight reduction in ambunt. l i 

Tt appears from the reports laid before the committee that 
since the last biennial report made to the Legislature, the 
ihstitution was broken up at Jackson, and the. pupils had to 
be removed. temporarily to a new asylum. This new home 
they were enabled to find at Monticello, in Lawrencé.county,. 


^ where they are at present situated. . The committee regret 


.. the necessity ef their remdyal, and still more regret the 
` . canse which induced it. It appears from the reports laid. 
' before the committee, as well as from facts known to several 
-members of the committee, that in the month of May, 1862, 
the Confederate authorities at Jackson impressed the asylum 
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at Jackson, and many of the articles of furniture belonging 
to it, for a Hospital, and under orders received, the Supert- 

_ Intendent and pupils were compelled to remove or else enter 
into a conflict with the military authorities who issued the 
orders. They adopted the first.alternative and did remove, 
with many regrets at being compelled’ to leave their home 
in so summary a manner. This seizure, and impressment_ 
"was entirely arbitrary, and without warrant of Iaw, and the 
comunittee feel hound-to protest, in the name of the State, 
against such an illegal exercise of power: The consequence 
of breaking up the asylum at Jackson, and the necessity of 
seeking a new home elsewhere, has been a considerable in- 
crease in the-expenses of the institution, -with diminished 
comforts and conveniences on the part of the unfortunate 

blind, the recipients of the donations of the State. 

The Confederate States have paid for the use of the build- 
ings of the institute at Jackson the sum of $1983 38. ` But 
. as yet no payment has been made for the articles of per- 
- £onal property which were seized, although the Trus: 2s ex- 
press the belief, that the amount claimed for them will be 
ultimately paid. The eer at Jackson was injured 
during the bombardment of that place by being struck wit 
‘shot dnd shell. But the injuries so sustained were not of a 
very serious cliaracter, and as the Confederate authoriie. | 
have abandoned the use of it as a hospital, the Trustees in 
their report announce their intention to remove the pupils 
back to Jackson, to refit the asylum,and to remain there 
permanently in the future. _The committee respectfully ap- 
prove their purpose as they believe thé pecuniary interests 
of the State will be promoted by the protection which :the 
occupancy of the building will afford to it, while the com- 
forts of the pupils and the usefulness of the institution will 
- be considerably increased. The Board of Trustees ask a - 
special appropriation of $2,000 to repair and put in proper 
order the buildings and grounds of the institution, to pro- 
cure the necessary articles of furniture &c., in lieu of those | 
which were taken, and to defray the-expenses of removal. 
Inview of the greatly enhanced price of everything, the 
committee think the ainount asked for is very reasonable, 
and they. recommend its appropriation. ~The Board of 
Trustees also ask that the .annual appropriation of $6,000 . 
be inereased to-$8,990. ‘The committee are of opinion that 
the increase should be made, and believe that the sum will 
‘not:be more than adequate to.the wants of the school, and 
they accordingly recorhmend it. In view of the interesting 
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facts contained i in the reports of the Board of ‘Trustees and 
of the Superintendent, the committee recommend that five 
hundred copies of each be printed for the use of the Legis- 
lature. The committee have prepated the appropriate bills. 
necessary to carry out the views expressed by them, and 
recommend that the same do pass. Iu conclusion the com- 
mittee beg leave to express the conviction that the’ Legisla-- 
ture of Mississippi will not permit the desolating war which 
surrounds the,State to lessen their sympathy for the interest- 
inr, but unfortunate class, whose dreary. and melancholly 
life, enlightened and christian philanthropy in Burope and 
America, has assayed, and not in vain, to render hope-. 
fui and happy, by cultivating the intellect and opening to 
their view. the beauties of science and literature, while they 
were shut out from enjoying the beauties and erandure of 
the natural world, the principal inheritance of their more 
fortunate brothers, all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

The bill read twice under a Suspension of. the rules. 

On motion of ‘Mr. Falconer, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Seal of Harrison in the Chair. 

After some. time spent therein, 

The committee rose dnd recommended its passage. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

The joint r esolution reported by said committe recommend- 
ing that 500 copies of report of Trustees of institution for 
the blind be printed, . 

Was read once. . 

The Speaker presented a a report from the State Treasurer 
in reply to a resolution of this House asking for information, 

Which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The report was laid on the table, ‘and 200 copies order ed to 
be pr inted. 

àir. Rucks from the commistee on the Penitentiary made 
the following report: 
Aim. SPEARKER— 

The committee on the Penitentiary t to whom was referred | 
the Senate bill entitled an act relative to the establishment of 
a temporary Penitentiary, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to report in favor of-said. bill.. 
and to recommend its passage, as being the best course thats. 
can be adopted under the eireumstances. ’ 

The report was received and agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. Rucks, 

-The house resolved itself into a committee of the Whole, 

` Mr. Bestor in the chair. Lo 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose and reported the bill back to the House, 
with the recommendation that it do- “pass. . 

"The report was received and agreed fo. : 

The bill was then read ‘a third time ‘under a suspension of. 
the rules and passed, the title. standing as stated. 

Mr. Watson moved a, reconsideration of the vote: by which 
the. House passed 1 this morning a bill to be entitled an act to 
secure the collection of taxes on delinquent lands, and for 
other purposes. 

: Mr. Wells frorh the. committee on. Propositions and Griev: 
gnces made the following | report: .- 

Mr. SPEAKER— 


4 


The standing committee on Propositions and Grievances to - 


whom was referred:the petition of W. S. McKee, Sheriff and 
‘Tax Collector of Lafayette county; asking for farther time to 
make his final settlement, have had the same ander considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to.report that a general bill has 


already passed this House on this subject, they therefore ask | 


to be discharged from the further consideration of this sub- 
ject. 

The report was received and agreed to. 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The standing committee on. Propositions:and Grievances to 


whom was 'referred an act to be, entitled an act for the relief ' 


of J. D.W. Duckworth, Sheriff and Tax Collector of Smith 


county, have had the. same under consideration, and have 
instrueted me to. report said bill back to the House with the 


accompanying amendments, and recommend that.the bill as 


amended by the committee do pass. . 

Amend 1st section by striking out $990, and inserting in 
Heu thereof, $1190 28. 

Amend sec. 2, by adding, provided. that the said Duek- 
worth shall not ‘be entitled to receive commission on the 
amount of 8830. 

The report was received and agréed to. 

"The amendments were adopted, 

The bill read the third time and passed, the title standing 
as stated. 


- 


Mr. Upshaw from the committee on military Affairs pane 


‘the following report : 
Mr. SPEAKER— - 

The committee on military, Affairs to whom was referred 
a bill entitled an act.for the relief .of. the Mississippi State 
troops captured and paroled at Vicksburg, bave had the 
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same urder consideration and have ifgtr ucted me to recom- 
mend that it do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the third timé and : 
passed, the title standing as stated, — 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, through 1 Mr. P made 
the following report: . 

Mr. SPEAKER i : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to eodd that 
they have examined the following enrolled bills, found- the 
same, eorrectly enrolled, and have submitted them to.his 
Excellency the Governor, for his approval and signature 
to wit: 

An act entitled an act to better provide for the families of 
our soldiers. ` . 

An act entitied an act for the relief of William C. Nickle, 
Tax Assessor of Panola county. 

An act entitled an act for the relief of J T A. McNeil. 

An act entitled an act to amend an act entitled ‘an act to 
appropriate fines, forfeitures, licences and runaway slaves 
in hs county of J ones, approved: December 4th, 1861. ` 

An act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act, to- 
amend the charter of the City of J ackson, approved August 
6th, 1861, and an act entitled an act supplemental to an act 
to, amend the charter of the City of J ackson, approved 
August 6th, 1861. 

An act entitled an act to repeat an act entitled an act to 
reduce the taxes. of Hancock county, and for other pur- 
poses, approved December 16th, 1861. 

An act entitled an act toremove the civil disabilities of 
Anthony D. Gordon, a minor of Lauderdale. county, 8o far 
as to render him legally qualified to make. a last will and 
testament. 

An act entitled an act to remove the civil disabilities of : 
` Henry B. Luckett, a minor. 

An actientitled an act to remove the civil dikabilities of 
James H. Matthews, a minor of Marshall county. Ae 

Àn act entitled an a«t for the relief. of the Lunatie 
Asylum. : 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, ` 

- The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


i THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
. House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Ona eall of the roll no quorum ‘appeared. 
On motion a call of the House was ordered.  '- . 
The Sergeant-at-arms was instructed to bring in the absent 
members. 
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-The doorkeeper to.close the doors. `, i 
Several gentlemen were brought in. and excused. . 
The call was suspended. 
~ Mr. High asked’ leave to make a report: from ihe. com- ' 

mittee on County Boundaries, ^ 

Which was referred. . di 

The House proceeded to the consider zu of Senate 
messages. 

The House refused to concur in the ‘Senate amendment to 
House bill entitled an act to procure cotton and wool cards 
for the indigent families of soldiers and the citizens of this - 
State, and for other purposes.. 

The House refused to concur in the Senate E to 
, the House bil! te encourage the manufacture of cott on and 
wool cards-in this State. 

The House concurred in Senate amendments to ‘Pons bill 
to be entitled an act to provide. fgr the redemption of lands 
sold to the State for taxes at the office of the Auditor of 
Public Accounts, said amendments being to the third,and re- 
fused to concur in thé amendment to the 4th section. 

The House concurred in Senate joint resolution appoint- 
ing a select committee to prepare a T to Hon. Hugh W. 
Sheffey and others. 

The blank was filed with five and the Speaker appointed 
as à committee on the part of the House Messrs. Yandell, 
Watson, Barnett, Thompson and Bradford. 

Senate bill to be: entitled an act to amend the law relativo 
to sueing out the writ of habeas corpus, was read twice under 
 & suspension of the rules and referred: 'to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. ANE 

The Speaker appointed as a committee of Confidence on 
the part of the House; on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Louses in relation to joint resolution in reference-toinstrue- ` 
tion to our Senators, and.request to our Representatives to 
pass a law making Confederate notes a legal tender, Messrs. 
iue Bucks, Murdock, J ohnson of: Wilkinson. and 

rby. > d 

The House EET in the Senate: -amendment: substitu- 
ting a new bill for House bill ‘entitled an’ act to require the 
déstraction of' certain bonds, Treasury and cotton notes*in 
: the Treasury, éntitled.an act tó provide for the destruction 
of certain bonds and Treasury notes in the: Auditor'&-and 
Treasurer’s offices and for the registering and. destruction of 
cotton notes, x 
^ The bill was read ise TE times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

The House insisted. on its amendment to the Senate bill 
to be entitled an act to punish the offence of harboring or 
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concealing deserters from the Confederate and State service, 
and for other purposes... 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas 
Harris and James L. Burks, of Scott county. 

The bill was then.read three times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. . 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorizé the Treasurer 
to use the three per cent. fund in payment of the current. 
expenses of the State. 

Was read three several times under a‘ suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day, and 
laid on the table a resolution in relation to making Confed- 
erate notes a legal tender, also laid on the table a resolution 
in relation to adjournment. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to enable: the Railroad 
Companiés of this State tg pay the monies borrowed by.. 
them. 

Was- read twice ynder a suspension of the rules and 
referred to the Judiciary committee, 

A House bill entitled an act to pay clerks, inspectorsand rò- 
turning officers of elections, and to increase the per diem of 
members of the Board of Police of Hancock county. 

Was laid on the table. 

House bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the. 
devisees and legatees of John T. Fortson, 

Was taken up and referred to the J udieiary committee. 

A letter was read from the Hon, R. W. Walker declining 
the invitation to address the Legislature on account of the 
state of his health and the press of official duties. 

Senate bill to be entitled an’ act to amend sec. T, Revised 
Code of the State of Mississippi. so far 3s the same provides 
eompensation for the State printer, and for other purposes, 
was taken from the calendar.and, 

On motion of Mr. Gowan, 

Referred to a select committee of five, 

The Speaker. appointed as said committee, Messrs, 
Gowan, Minter, Seal of Harrison, Powe and Morehead. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

— By Mr. Maxwell, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M..D. Haynes 
Treasurer of this State. 

Was read‘twice under ‘a suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Bradford in the chair. 

After sometime spent therein, 

The committee rose and reported the. bill Back to the 

ouse, with the recommendation that the bill be referred to 
He committee on Claims. 
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-The tior was receiyed and agreed to. 

The bill was referred to the committee.on Claims. 

Mr. Lewers introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of soldiers in service of this State or Confederate 
States, 

Was read twice under a suspension of the ae 

Mz. Fowler moved to layethe bill on the table. 

Which was lost. 

The bill was ‘thon referred to the J udiclary committee. 

Mr. Murdock withdrew his motion to reconsider the vote 
by which, on-the 27th ult., the Hoyse passed a bill to 
incorporate the Alabama and Mississippi rivers Railroad | 
Company. 

Mr Rucks introduced a bill to be ontitisd. an act suppli- 
mental to an act entitled an act to incorporate the Alabama 
and Mississippi rivers Railroad Company. - 

Which was read three several times under a suspension . o£, l 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated’ ` 

On motion of Mr. Mor ehead, | 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning ‘at. 9 
o'clock. : 


- 


THURSDAY, December 8, 1863. 


Hiig met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer ‘by the Rev. Dr. Lyon. 

Journal of yesterday reađ and approved. 

Mr. Watson, from the Judiciary committee, made the fol-` 
lowing reports: 


. MrR. SPEAKER— 
The J udiciary Cenne to S: was. referred a bill 


- to be entitled ai act to. provide for obtaining jurors in the - 


Circuit.Court, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed: me to report the same back to the House, and 
also a substitute ther efor,’ with the recommendation. that the 
substitute do pass. ^ ~ 

Report was received and agreed to. 

‘The substitute bill reported . by the committée was read 
three several times under a suspension of the rules and passed, 
| the title standing. as stated, S » & A EE 
. Mr. SPEAKER— ` Jti 

The Judiciary committee, to honk was ee ed i à Senate 
bill to be entitled an act’ to enable the Railroad Companies of 
this State to pay ihe monies borrowed by them, have had'the 
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same‘under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House with a recommendation that it 
do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time under a suspension of 
the rules. 

Messrs. MeNiel, Lewers and Stephens Gia for the yeas 
and hays on the passage of the bill? 

YzaAs—Mr. Speaker, Messrsa Bradford, Brown, Barnett, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Gully, 
Harris, Irby, Jackson, Johnson of Wilkinson, Liddell Lott, Min- 
ter, Maxwell, Mur docks McLemore, Ow en, Pope, Pounds „Powe, 
Rucks, Staples, Seal of Hancock, Wells, Watson and Yan- 
dell—31. 

SN ey sc Teens Allen, Bestor, Boon, Barton, Clark, Car- | 
roll, Deason of Copiah, Dillard, Evans, F'oxworth, Gri ace, 


. Gow an, Gray, High, Hepdon, Johnson of Tippah, Lowry, 


Lewers, Moore, Morehead, McKay of Neshoba, McLaurin, | 
McElroy, MeNiel, Pinson, Prewitt, ‘Rogers, Robinson, Shel- 
ley, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens and Wier—33. 

“The bill was lost on its final passage. 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

Lhe Judiciary committee to whom was rod a bill to be 
entitled an act to repeal articles 56 and 56, of section 10,: of 
chapter 35/.of the’ revised Code, have had the same under 
consideration, and have insteuctád me to recommend that it 
do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was read the third time. 

Messrs. Bestor, Bradford and Barton called for the yeas 
and nays on the final passage of the bill: 

Yzas—Mr, Speaker, Messrs." Allen, Bestor, Boon; Clark, 
Deason of Copiah, Daniel, Dillard, Evans, Eskridge, Fox,. 
Falconer, Fort, Gowan, Harri is, Hendon, Isom, Johnson of 
Tippah, "Lott, Mor chead, Maxwell, Murdock, McKay of 
Neshoba, M cLauri in, Owen, Pounds, Powe, Seal of Harrison, 
Stephens, Thompson, Wells, Wier and Watson-—33. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Barton, Brown, Barnett, Cay oll, 
Fowler, Foxworth, Gulley, "Gray, High, Irby, J ackson, ohn- 
son of Wilkinson, Liddell, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Moore, 
McLemore, McElr oy; Pope, Pinson,, Prewitt, Rucks, Rogers,- 
Ross, Robinson, i d Shelley, oe Stubb bs >of, Smith, 
and Yandell—32. 

The bill passed. 

Mr. Irby, from the committee on Enr oiled Bills, made 
the following report: ' 

Mx. SPEAKER— 
The committee on Enrolled Bills | Es leave to report. that | 
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they have examined the enrolled bill entitled an act to amend 
chapter thirty-two of the Revised Code’ so far as the same 
provides for the registration and sale of estrays, found. the 
same-correctly enfolled and have submitted it to his Excel- 
lericy, thé Governor, for his approval and signature. 

The following message was received from the OYESBOE 
through s private Secretary : 


EXECUTIVE OFFIC, . 
5 Onus December 3d, 1863. } 
Mr. SPEAKÉR— 

His Excellency, the Governor, did, on the 2d inst. sign 
and approve the following House bills, entitled: 

An act to amend an act entled an act to amend the char- 
ter of the city of Jackson, approved August 6; 1861, and an 
act entitled an act supplemental to an act to amend the charter 
of the city. of Jackson, approved August 6,.1861. 

An aot to repeal an aot entitled an act to reduce the taxes 
of Hancock county, and for other purposes, approved Decem- 
ber 16, 1861. 

An act for the benefit of the Lunatic Asylum. 

An act ta remove the civil disabilities of James H. Mat- 
thews, a minor of Marshall county. 

An act to remove the civil disabilities of Henry B. Luckett, 


f a minor. 


An act for the relief of John A. McNiel. 
An act for the relief of William C. Nickle, Tax Assessor 
of Panola county. m 
Aw act to amend an act entitled an act'to appropriate fines, 
. forfeitüres, licenses and runaway slaves in the county of Jones, 
approved December 4th, 1861. 

An act better tó'pr ovide for the families of our soldiers. 

An act to remove the ciyil disabilities of Anthony D. Gor- 
don, a minor of Lauderdale county, sd far as to.render him 
legally qualified to make a last will and testament. 

Mr. Watson, from the J nony sae made the fol- 
lowing repor ts: Vie 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Judiciary c committee to wien was referred the Senate 
bill entitled an act to amend the law relative to sueing out the 
writ of Habeas Corpus, and also a House bill entitled an act 

.to amend the law in relation to the writ of Habeas Corpus, 
‘have had the same under consideration and report herewith a 
substitute for both of said bills, and recommend its passage. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The substitute bill reported by the committee was read 

- three several times under à suspension of therules and passed, 
the title standing as stated. 
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Mr. SrzAKER— , 

The committee on the.Judiciary, to whom was referred a’ 
Senate bill to be entitled an act to punish partiés making ille- 
gal seizures and impressments in this State, have had the 
same under eohsideration and- they instruct me to report the 
same back to the House, with accompanying amendments, 
and recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

Amend section 4, lines 5 and :6, by striking out the words , 
“or the Confederate States.” 

Amend section 5, line 3, by inserting after the word “im- : 
pressment,” the words “under or by virtue of the laws of the 
State.” 

Which was received and agreed to. . - . 
.The first amendment striking out the words “or the Con- 
federate States,” was adopted. ` l x 
Mr. Rucks moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 

Pending. the discussion of the amendments, 

On motion of Mr. Watson, 

The House adjourned until 8 o'clock, P. M. 

` , 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The House resumed the consideration of the question pend- , 
ing on adjournment, $o-wit: the motion to reconsider the 
vote adopting the amendments to 4th section reported by the 
Judiciary committee.to a Senate bill to be entitled an act to 
punish parties making-illegal impressments: in this State, Mr. 
Watson being entitled to the floor. l 

The question being taken on the reconsideration was deci- 
ded in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment to sec. 4, and decided in the negative by yeas and nays- 
as’ follows: l : 

YxAs—Messrs. Evans, Eskridge, Falconer, Grace, Harris, 
High, Hendon, Lewers, Moore, McLaurin, Owep, Powe, Seal 
of Harrison, Stephens, Upshaw and Watson—16. | 

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, Boon, 
Barton, Brown, Barnett, Clark, Cunningham, Carroll, Daniel, 
Dillard, Fowler, Fox, Foxworth, Fort, Gulley, Gowan, Gray, 
Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson of Wilkinson,’ Johnson of 
Tippah, Lowry, Lott, Winter, Morehead,, Maxwell, Murdock, : 
McLemore, McKay of Neshoba, MeElroy, MeNiel, Pope, . 
Pounds, Pinson, Prewitt, Regan, Rucks, Rogers, Ross; Hob- . 
inson, Staples, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Sutton, Stubbs of 
Smith, Thompson, Wells, Wier and Yandell—54. 

The vote was then taken on “the amendment.to sec. 5, and 
decided in the negative. 


271 


The. bill read the third time. under a suspension of the 


7 rules'and passed, the title standing as stated. 


On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 
The rules were suspended: and Mr. Watson made a report 
from the special committee appointed’ on. the resolutions. of 


. confidence, d&¢., as a substitute for the resolutions: of the Sen- 


ate entitled resolutions of confidence, &c. 
. Mr. Rogers offered a substitute fór the Foreign, which, 
. On motion of Mr. Bestor, 

Was laid on the table by yeas and nays: called for by Messrs. 
Rucks, Ross and Hendon: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Br adford, Bestor, Boon, 


. Brown, Clark, Carroll, Deason “of Copiah, Daniel, Dillard, 
. Evans, "Fowler, Fox, Foxworth, Falconer, Fort, Gully, Grace, 


Gowan, Gray, Harris, Hendon, Isom, J ackson, Johnson of 


 Tippah, Liddell, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Moore, Morehead, ' 
. Maxwell, Murdock, McLemore, McKay of Neshoba, MeLau- 


rin, McElr oy, MeNiel, Owen, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Robin- 
son, Staples, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, 


Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw, Wier 
and Watson.—55 . 


. Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barton, Barnett, - . Eskridge, 


Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson, Lott, Pope, Prewitt, Rucks, 
Rogers, Ross and Yandell—13. , 


The substitute of Mr. Rogers was laid on the table, which 
is as follows: 

Kesolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That the State of’ Mississippi considers the Federal Union, 
upon the terms and for the purposes specified in the Consti- 
tution of the Confederate States, as conducive to the liberty 
and happiness of the several States, That she does-now 
unequivocally declare her attachment.to that Union and its 
compact agreeable to its obvious dnd real intention, and 
will be among the last to disturb its harmony or seek its dis- 
solution, and this Legislature now declares renewed assu- 
' rances of the faith of the people.of Mississippi in the justice 
of their cause and their determination unabated to sustain 
to the uttermost the principles that led to their separation 
from the United States and the establishment of the Con- 
federate Government. 

2. That although in the pending gigantic war the bril- 
liant success of our arms have not been without reverses, 
yet wé reposé full eonfidenee in the patriotism, integrity 
and ability of President Davis to préside af the helm of 
_ State, and with the blessing of Heaven, as our chosen leader 
* to conduct us eventually to the triumph of thè prineiples of 


constitutional liberty for which we are contending, ` 
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- 8. That the confidence reposed by Mississippi in the Pres- 
ident and the Confederate Government, is accompanied, 
nevertheless, with a jealous watchfulness for the preservation 
of her own constitutional rights, and in this view now 
enunciates some of the fundamental principles of the com- 
pact, with a brief reference to enactments by the Confede- 
rate Congress, and the exercise of authority by the President 
and those acting under his appointment, which, if followed 
up and become fixed as precedents, will lead inevitably to 
the annihilation of the State Governments, and the creation, 
upon thcir ruins, of a general consolidated Government. 

4. That the several States composing the Confederate 
States of America, are not united on the principle of unlim- 
ited submission to their general Government, but that by 
compact under the style and title of a Constitution for the 
Confederate States, they constitute a general government 
for special purposes, delegated to that government certain 
definite powers, reserving, each State to itself, the residuary 
mass óf right to their own self-government; and whenever 
the Conlederate Government assumes undelegated powers, 
its acts are unauthoritative, void and of no force; and to 
this compact cach State acceded as a State, and is an inte- 
gral party ; that this government, created by this compact, 
was not made the exclusive or final judge of the extent of 
the powers delegated to itself, since that would have made 
its discretion, and not the Constitution, the measure of its 
power; but that as in all other cases of compact among 
parties having no common judge, each party, by the terms 
of the compact, has a right to Judge for itself, as well of in- 
fractions as of the mode and manner of redress. 

5. That the Constitution of the Confederate States hav- 
ing delegated to Congress the "power to raise and support 
armies," did not by this intend the exercise of' that power 
without limit, or so taken as to destroy the force and efficacy 
of any of the checks and balances provided in the compact, 
and while that instrument declares the power of Congress 
to “raise and support armies" it also declares as a distinct 
proposition “a well regulated militia necessary to the secu- 


rity of a free State,” and any law of Congress which prac- 


tically nbrogates an essential power of the State, a power 
declared by its compact to be essential to its security, is not 
law but is altogether void and of no force; and, while Mis- 
sissippi. on account of the imperilled condition of the gov- 
ernment of her choice, has yielded’ an acquiescence in the 
various conscript laws passed by ‘Congress, and thereby 
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made it the duty of her people to obey those: laws until 
` exonerated by the sovereign power of the State. She-pro+ 
tests; nevertheless, that these laws shall not, after the-present 
struggle is ended, be taken as precedents agaihst her; or the 
power of Congress measured by her acquiescence thereto; 
and while she yields this assent, she. at tlie same time. pro- 
‘tests against, the exercise of certain implied, other and fur- 
ther powers foreshadowed in said acts, and more particularly 
those implied in an act entitled “an act to exempt certain 
. persons from Military duty," and to repeal an act entitled 
"an. act to exempt certain persons from enrollment for ser- 
vice in the army of the Confederate States," approved Octo- 
ber 11,1862. By the proyisions of the act: referred to, 
Congress has -exempted from -conscription the Judicial and 
Executive officers of the State government, as also members 
of the Legislature of the State. ‘Having by direct enact- 
ment exercised the power. to, conscribe the entire military 
' force of the State, Congress in the act- referred to, has im- 
plied tlie power of.-conscribing the Executive, Legislative 
and Judicial. power of the State, a-construction which goes 
to the destruction of. all the. limits prescribed to their power 
by. the Constitution; and the-Legislature takes this occasion 
to express the deliberate opinion that no such constitutional’ 
power has been conferred on Congress, nor was there. any 
necessity for the-exemption of the Legislative, Executive 
and Judicial members of the State government from the 
operations of those laws, because they could never be con- 
stitutionally subject to them. > — .. > | 
. 6. That while the. people of the State of Mississippi, for 
the sake of the ultimate triumph: of our arms, will acquieste 
in: many invasions. of their rights and infractions of the 
Constitution, yet they deem it necessary to put. upón record 
a protest against such aeqnuiescence being considered a pre- 
cedent for. the future action of the Confederate Government 
or its agents, and. accordingly the-Legislature feels bound to 
declare that the tax commonly called a “tax in kind,’ being 
a direct tax, palpably violates the provision of. the Consti- 
tution which declares that no-"direet tax shall be laid unless 
in. proportion to. the census or emimeration" provided in the 
: constitution; that is, according.to:the population of thesev- . 
eral States, to be enumerated im the eensus; whereas the 
direct tax of one-tenth of the preduce raised, is a tax not in 
proportion to the-number of inhabitants, buf in proportion 
to the productive industry of the State; whereby it may; and 
often will happen, that-one-State. will be -called- on to bear 
H—18 de . 


+ 


«C74 


more than her relative share of the burdens of, the Gov: 
ernment. ; l 


T. That the.Legislature likewise protest against the-ae- 
quiescence of the State in the power of impressment claimed 
by the Confederate Government being used as -a precedent 
in future. The Constitution of the Confederate States pro- 
vides that “private property shall not be taken for public 
use without just compensation," and: any law which gives. 
the power to the officers of the Confederate Government.to 
impress the property of the citizen without making provision 
for the payment of just compensation, is unconstitutional 
and void. It has been repeatedly decided by: the Coutts of 
this State, and the law is indisputable, that just compensa- 
tion means a payment ih money of the value of the property 
seized, and itis contrary to every principle of right that the 
party seizing the property should be made the- judge of its 
value. Erw t x ZA "E 

8. That itis the very essence of free government that the 
military authority should at all tintes. be held-in subjection 

,to the civil power, and-aceordingly the State of Mississippi, 
in the Constitution which is binding -upon her people and 
was binding upon her delegates:in Congress at the time she 
became a member of the Confederate States, provides that 
“the military shall in.all cases, and at-all times, ` be in striet 
subordination to the civil power,” and it is the highest duty 
of. a people jealous. of their rights. to guard .against. the 
slightest infraction of a principle so essential to civil liberty 
and the rights of the people; accordingly .this Legislature 
declares that it is the duty of every officer: in the army of 
the State or Confederate States, abiding in this State, to 
yield obedience to all. process issuing from the courts of this 
State, and a refusal to do so is an arbitrary and dangerous 
resistance to the civil power which the Legislature-of the 

, State feels called.upow to rebuke,:and. to: demand of her 
Executive to use, if necessary, the whole powerof theState 
to prevent, - E E l 

9. That.after.long.years of - stréggle "with the‘crown. of 
Great Britain, our ancestots wrung from an unwilling mon- 
arch the right of themselves and.their posterity.to the great 

writ of Habeas Corpus as a shield against arbitrary impris- 
onment and lawless oppression, and so careful were the 
framers of our Constitution to guard this right against in- 
fraction that they have.declared by-the terms ‘of the com- 
pact that the privilege.qf the writ of Habeas Corpus shall 
mot be suspended unless when in case: of “rebelliot or inva- 
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sion.the public safety may require it.”.. This power is dele- 
gated exclusively to Congress, and it is eontrary to the 
fundamental theory of the compact that a legislative power 
conferred on Congress can be by it delegated to the Presi- 
dent or ahy other-agent; for if Congress can thus delegate 
its powers it could concentrate in the hands of. the Execu- 
tive all legislative and executive power, dnd thus create an 
‘imperial despotism instead of a. regulgted- constitutional 
government. ‘The State of Mississippi, therefore, protests 
against the laws heretofore passed ‘by Congress delegating 
this power, and against any future laws of ‘Congress confer- 
ring upon.the Président any of the powers vested in Con- 
gress, and particularly against conferring.upon him the 
power to suspend the writ of. Habeas Corpus at his dis- 
cretion. ` l i 
- 10. That it would be a dangerous-delusion.were a confi- 
dence in the men of our choice to silence our fears for the. 
safety of our rights; that -confidence is everywhere the pa- 
rent of despotism ; free government is founded in jealousy 
and net in confidence; it is jealousy and not confidence 
which prescribes limited constitutions to bind down those 
whom we are obliged to trust with power; that our Con-. 
stitution has accordingly fixed’ the limits -to which; and no 
farther, our confidence may go ; and let the honest advocate 
of confidence regard the intrusion of -authority upon the 
rights of our people and say if the Constitution has not been 
wise in fixing limits to the government it created, and wheth- 
er the representatives of the people would not be faithless 
to their ‘trust. were they to stand by and see those limits 
broken down. . 2 ; "E s 

11. Thata copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, and . 
that the former be instructed, and the latter. requested, to 
regard them-as.a basis of future action upon the points 
suggested. 20-7 |. ee e s : 

- The vote-was then taken.on the adoption of the resolutions 

reported by the.committee and decided in the affirmative. 

"The following message was received from the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— <->. — o’ ; 
Phe Senate have.passed bills of the following titles : 
wA billto be entitled: an act for the disposition of aliens re- 
siding within the limits.of the State. * 

A bill to be entitled an act better to provide for security in 
criminal offenses, 2 s Soe. Psy 
^ Also, a resolution in relationto the Trustees of the Lunatic 
Asylum, the Institutions of the Blind and Deaf and Dunib. 
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And have passed a house Bilt entitled - àn act to amend an 
act entitled an act to aid in: strengthening the army of the 
Confederate States. 

Mr. Regan, from the seleét committee to whom. the aot 
military. bilis: -were referred, made the following report: : 

SR. SPEAKER— 

The special committee to yhom was referred. the: bill enti- 
. tied an act to organize the army of Mississippi, and ‘the süb-. 
‘stitutes therefor, afd instructions, . haye had the same under 
consideration and have instructed me to report a new bilans. 

substitute, with a recommendation that it dọ pass. . > vu 

The report of the committe was received and agreed. to. ^ 

The substitute bill entitled an act to organize the army of 
Mississippi, was tead twice under a suspension of the rules, 
and made the special order for 12 o'clock to-morrow in co- 
mittee of the Whole. W 

Mr. Carroll moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the Senate bill to be. entitled an act to enable the Railroad 
companies of this State to pay the moniés borrowed by them, 
was lost this morning. 

Mr. Cunningham presented a au of v. M. Humphrey, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Noxubee coùnty, which was 
referred to the committee on ‘Claims. 

Mr. McElroy, by leave, inttoduced a bill £o be entitled ` 

An act for the relief of Isham -Dansby, which, | ‘without 
reading, was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Yandellintroduced a bill to be entitled — . Sag 

An act to appropriate money for the Soldiers’ Home at 
Lauderdale Springs i in this State, i 

Was read twice under a suspension of tha’ rules and. 
referred to the committee of Ways and Means, ` 

Mr. Gowan, iid a select committee, made the following 
report : 

Mn. SPEAxER—' 

The special select cominittes to whom was referréd a il 
entitled an aċt to repeal section 7, of chap. 6,-0f the Revised 
Code, so far as the same pr ovides compensation for the Staté 
Printer, and for other purposes, have had the same under con- 
sideration and have adopted sundry amendments thereto; and 
have instructed mé to recommend that the same'dó pass: i » 

The report was received and agreed to., pue uS 

The amendments reported by the committee : “Inserting. af 
ter “section 7,” intitle, the words “chapter 65" and ifserting 
the words “under oath, . after the word out, r- im shirigenus 
Ene from top, ~~ E ion ^ A 

Which were adopted: Ad 

“The bill was then read: the Hos time and pase the title 
- landing as stated. E NL. 
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< Mr: Murdock, by leave, introduced a‘bilt-to He entitled . 

An act ta agthorize Narcigsa . Im Barksdale to emancipate . 
her. slave J ohn, : zem l 

Which was read three. wee times, andar a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the. title standing as stated... 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee. on the Deaf f and Dumb, 
. made the eee ee a De 
Mr, SPEAKER—...., 

«The committee. on the Deaf aud Damb Asylum hs had 
ünder consideration the report of the Trustees of that Insti- 
tution, with the documents.accompanying the same, and havé 
instructed me.to submit the following xéport: (dies 

From the report of the Trusteesthe committee-were advised 

. 1st. That in May, 1862, the buildings, furniture, &c., were 
seized by, the officers of the Confederate Government for Hos- 
pital pur poses, at. which time the Institution was progr essing 
with benefit to its pupils....- . 

2d. That during ‘the. ovaupation: of the Daon as 2 
‘. Hospital, and the occupation of Jackson. by the enemy, the 
buildings, grounds, &c., were much injured. windows. ana 
window blinds all gone, -doors broken down and.destr ored, 
fencing all burned, much of the weather-boarding torn off, 
and with the exception of thé frames, the buildings were 
almost entirely destroyed. 

3d. The report of the Trustees also show that the Confed- 
erate authorities have been frequently. applied to for the rent 
of thc buildings, and pay for. furniture, &c.; seized and be- 
longing to the Institution, but without success. The Tr ustees 
a the amount of rent :and cost of. furniture: at near 

7,000 
` 4th. The report. of ;the "Trustees fur du "EE that thé sis i 
of property.by order of Trustees, after closing the Institution, 
amount to the sum of $571, which, upon an examination of 
the vouchers accompanying the report, kis GOIGHEICEGO ascer- 
tained to be correct. 

.5th.. The amount of. disbar sements on: Seow oft the Iosti- 
tution, as shown. by the report of. the Trustees, and sustained 
by proper voucher s from Nov. ist, 1861, tor Oct. Ist, 1853, is 
$0,727:38,: and the-amount of receipts in that behaif is also. 
correctly shown to be $7,263 27, leaving a balance in favor of 
the Institution of receipts over imburseitiénts : of -$535 89, 
while the outstanding debts: of the as eed ae and un- 
pu. ; amount to $1,575- 055 : 

6th. After the buildings of the Institution were odonpied 
as above stated, the. Trustees: informed your committee. that 
they sent the pupils to their respective homes,, with the ex- 
ception of threé‘who were orphans and dependent. oH the 
eharity of. the State for their-edueation’ and support. The 
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Trustees ask that the Legislaturé advise (boat of the disposi- 
tion to be-made of these-thzee orphans. 'Phe'Gomrmittee, in 
consideration thereof, have instructed me to suggest that the 
annual appropriation ‘of seven thousand dollars be placed at 
the disposal of ‘the Trustees, under the direction ‘of the Gov- 
" ernor, for the maintenance and education of ‘the ‘orphans 
mentioned in this report, and others of this State similarly 
situated, and for such repairs of the buildings as they may. 
deem necessary and proper, and your committeé report a bill 
for these purposes. Your committee would also recommend 
that that portion of this report which relates to the occupation: 
of the buildings and use of furniture by the Confederate au- 
thorities, be referred to the committee on State and Confede- 
rate Reletions, with instructions to them to report, what 
action, if any; this Legislature should now take in regard: 
thereto; All of which is respectfully submitted: 

The report was received and agreed to. > 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Liddell, Evans, Esk- 
ridge and Robinson. 

On motion of Mr, Brown, ' - ' 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 3 
- o'clock. 


og 

FRIDAY, December 4, 1863. 
HouseMnet pursfant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Coleman. 


Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Leave of absence was granted Messrs. ony, Lowry and 
Dillard. 

On motion of Mr. Regan, 

The Honse reconsidered the vote by which on yesterday, 
the bill to be entitled an act to organize tlie army of Missis- 
sippi, was laid on the table and made the ‘special order for. 
12 o'clock, and the bill was forth with taken from the table, 
and the House resolved itself into committee of the Whole 
on said bill. ; 

Mr. Falconer in the chair. 

. After sometime spent therein, ai l 

"The committee rose and Tapore progress and asked leave 
to sit again at 3-o'eloek. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made tae following ? port 
through Mr. Irby: Lar 
Siz. SPEAKER—. iE d 

The committee on Enrolled Bills des T to Ne: that 
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` they have examined an enrolled bill entitled an act toamend 
an act entitled an act to aid in strengthening the army ‘of 
the Confederate States, found- the same cor rrectly enrolled 
and have submitted it to his. ‘Excellency the a for 
his approval and signatüre. 

‘ . The following Toad was received from the. Goverhor 
9s * | ‘Executive .Orricn, | i s 


. P olumbus Dee. 4, +1863. 
Mr. SexAKER— 


I am instructed by ‘his Bxdellony ihe Governor; to inform 
the Hou e that he did, ón-the 3d inst; sign. and approve the 
following House bill, entitled : 

An act to aménd chapter thirty- wo of the Revised Code, 

. 80 far as the same perdes for ihe registrations And .sale i 
estrays. 

The following message was, “received from. the Senate: 

A bill entitled an act’ t for ther to provide -for soldiers and 
eher familes in thecogüty of Attala... 

And concurred in-the followitg resolutions, te wit: 

. Joint resolution to have public. printing. done. 

‘A resolution of thanks to the mothers, Wives and daiught, 
ers of Mississippi. - 


A resolution of thanks lo tlie. officers 2nd privates of Mis- 
sissippi. 

The Senate have passed House substitute for Senate bill 
entitled an-act to provide for obtaining. j Janona ih the Circuit 
Courts of this State. 

The Senate have passed. House substitute to Tauto pill 
entitled an act to amend the daw relative to suing out the 
writ of Aabeas corpus. : 

The Senate insists on their amendment 4o House bill 
entitled an act.to procure cotton and wool cards and other 
‘articles for indigent. families of soldiers and citizens of the 
State. 

‘Also insist on their wend nt io House pill NOSE an 
act to encourage the manufacture of cotton and wool cards 
in this State. 

Also insist on their amendmént to House bill entitled an 
act to provide for the redemption of lands sold to the State 
for taxes at the office of Public: Accounts. 

"The Senate refuse ‘to’ concür iw Hotise siaaa to 
Senate bill entitled an'aet to amend an act to, procure salt 
for the indigent’ fainilies of soldiers, and for other purposes, 
approved Janüary Tst, 1863. 

"Phe following d Wiis teaaived froin the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAR ER =” 


: The Senáte have pised the following bills. and adopted 
xesolutions to vit: D 
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“A bill entitled an act for the rélier of J amés/ Reedy, 
Sheriff and Tax collector of Holmes county, ` 

A bill entitled an act to amend the law-in relation to the 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. ` - 

A resolution entitled preamble and- resolution in relation 
to.the State University. 

Also have passed the following House bills and concurred 
in the following resolutions, to wit: : 

A bill entitled an act making certain appropriations for 
the State Institution for the Blind. 

A bill entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police: of 
Jasper county to collect the levy of the poor tax of süd 
county. 

A bill en: itled: an act to enable the Police Court of Mon- 
roe county to levy a tax for the support of the dependants 
of soldiers &c., from said eaunty. 

A bill entitled on-.act to authorize the members ‘of the 
Poljce Court of Wayne county to discharge the duties of 
School Commissioners, and for other purposes. 

! A bill entitled an act. to. incorporate the- Meridian’ Manu- 
facturing. company: , 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of the heirs and dis- 
tributees of J. S. Terrel, Jr., dec’d. ` 

A bill entitled an act to increase the salary of the Probate 
Judge of Lauderdale county. - 

A bill entitled an aet for the relief of the Pr obate élerk of 
Newton county. ` 

The Senate adhere to their refusal to concar to House sub- 
stHute to Senate bill entitled, : ZE 

An act to punish the offense of harboring « or concealing 
deserters from the Confederate and State service, and for 
other purp ses, and ask a committee of conference thereon, 
and the Senate have appointed; Messrs. Grin; Hamilton and 
Quin as said committee on part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, . 

The House adjourned till 3-o’clock, P. M. , 


» 


THREE 0 "CLOCK, P.M. OC l 

House met pur suant to adjournment. mt : > 

Mr. Murdock by leave, introduced thë following resolu 
lions: 

Resolved, That it, is the duty of this Législature - to pro- 
vide for the or ganization and diseipling of the militia. 

Resolved, That the présent system" has proven erronous 
to the people and inefficient in its beneficial results. . 

A division being called for, the vote was first taken on the 
fi: st of said resolutions ‘and decided i in ‘the. afirmative, yeas 
and nays called for by Messrs. Regan, Eskridge and (larris. 
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Yxas—Mr. Bka Messrs, Allen, Arnold, Bradford, 
Bestor, Boone, Brown, Barnett, Clark; Cunningham, Deasón 
of Copiah, Daniel, Eskridge, Fox,. Faleoner, Fort, Graee, 
Hartis,.Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson 
of Tippah, Lott, Lowry, Lewers, Minter, Morehead, ‘Maxwell, 
Murdock, McKay of N eshoba, MoLauri in, McElroy, MeN ell, 
Owen, Pownds, Powe, Prewit, Regan; Rucks, Staples, Shel- 
ley, Sutton, Stubbs of Smith, Stephens, Upshaw, Wells and 
Watson.—47. 

Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Barton; Dillard, Evans, Fowler, 
Foxworth, Gully, Gray, High, Pope, Pinson, Ross, Robinson, 
Seal of Har rison, Seal of Hancock and Wiet-——1l7.- - 

The second resolution was then withdrawn. 

Mr. Bradf.rd offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the timcs require a moré efficient organi- 
zation of the militia system than the one now in force..’ 

Pending the discussion the House granted leave of absence . 
to Messrs. Regan, Rucks, Yandell, Stephens and Prewitt,- 

.On motion of Mr, Upshaw, 

. The House adjourned until 9 -o *elock to-morr ow morning. 


Pe 
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SATURDAY, December 5, 1863. 


House met pueus to sdjour nment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr; Sears. * 

On motion. of Mr. Seal, of Hartison, 

The reading of the journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Seal, of. Harrison, offered the foltówing regolution : 

Resolved, That hereafter no member shall be allowed. to 
speak longer than fiye minutés on any mabjeth 

. Which was-adopted. ` - 

"Leave of absence was granted. Mr. ote on account of 
sickness. 

“Mr. Spéaker Houston, having returned: Mr. Aleorn, the 
Speaker’ pro tem, thanking: the House for their dno ens 
dud ce retired: from the chair. . 

-On motion. of. Mr; Seal, of: Harrison, n 

The thanks of the House Were: tendered “Mr. . Aleof, 
Speaker p;o tem, for the ability and impartiality with which 
he has presided over the:deliberatiors of this House... ..- 

^ Mr. Cunningham by leave, iBHongeod" & joue resolution 
in relation to tax in kind, ` 20 

: Which.was read once. - 
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On motion 

The rules were suspénded, the TOS: lution road the second 
time ànd passed. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Har rison, ` 

Fhe House proceeded to the consideration of; Senate mes- 
sages. ` ` 
Senate resolution in relation to the Trnstees of the. State 
Lunatic Asylum, the Institutions of. the Blind and: Deaf and 

uim 

Were taken up and concurred in; . 

Senate bill to be entitled. an act for the disposition. of 
aliens residing within the limits of the State -of Mississippi, 

Was read twice under -a ‘suspension of the rules: and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Senate bill to better provide for security in criminal 
offences, was read twice under: suspension of the rules and 

On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, 

Referred to the J udieiary committee. l 2 

Senate preamble and resolutions in relation to the Stato 
University, was read once, and 

On motion of Mr. Falconer, 

The rules were suspended and the resolutions coneurred in. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to amend the law in rela- 
tion to the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 

Was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the'relief of James 
Reedy, Sheriff and Tax Collector of Holmes county, 

‘Was read twice under a suspension of the rules and 
referred to the committee en Propositions and Grievances. 

‘The following message was received fr om the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed the following entitled bills: 

A bill entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
Jackson county to employ the free negroes of said. ,eonnty 
in certain cases. 


A bill entitled an act to amend. art. 32, scc. 8, of the 
: Revised Code, also, 

A House vill entitled an act for tbe ‘relief of J. D: W. 
Duckworth, Sheriff and Tax Colleetor of Smith county. 

A House bill, entitled an act:amendatory of article 6, 
chapter 3, page 292 of the Revised Code, and for other par- 
poses, passed with an amendment, `. 

Messrs. Simonton, and Oliver have been excused from 
acting on the committee of conference on tlie disagreement 
of the two Houses on.Senate amendment to House substitute 
to Senate resolution in relation to petitioning Congress +0 
make Confederate money a legal tender; and ‘appointed 
Messrs. Denis and Luckett in their stead. | 
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‘The Horse: adhero to their refusal to concur in the Senate 
substitute for House bill to be entitled án act to procure òt- 
ton and wool cards &e., and asked for a committee of côn- 
ference thereon. . 

"The Speaker appointed as'said iori eres, Messrs. Seal of 
Harrison,Eskridge,Johnson of Wilkinson ‘Bar nett and Owens. 

The House adhere to their refusal to concur ih the Senate: 
amendmeénts to House bill to be entitled.an act to’ encourage 
the manufacture of cotton and wool cards. 

The House receded, fron# its refusal to concur in Sonate 
amendment to House bill to be ‘entitled an act to provide 
for- the redemption of lands sold to the State for taxesat the 
office of tlie. Auditor of Public accounts, and concurfed in 
said am: ndment. i; 

."The House receded froni its amendment to Senate Dill to 
be entitled an act to amend an acf to procure salt for the in- 
digent families of soldiers, and for other purposes, approved: 
J ànnary Ist, 1868.  - 

The Speaker appointed as à'committee of eoiference on 

the disagreemg votes of the two Houses, on House ;substi- 
tute for Senate bill to be entitled an act to prevent the offense 
of harboring or ‘concealing deserters from the Confederate 
and State service, and for other: purposes, — 

Messrs. J ohnsoh of Wilkinson, Moor e, Irby, Weir md 
Prewitt. - ; 

The committes on Enrolled Bills iade the following 
report: = 
Mr. SPHAKER— 

: The committee on Enrolled ‘Bills bos m to r ant ‘that 

they have examined the following enrolled! bills, found - the 

same correctly enrolled, and. have submitted ‘them to his 

Excellency the Governor, for his approval and signature, 

to wit: 
* . ‘An act erititled an act making certain appropriations for the 

State Tüstitütion for the Blind. , : l 

An act entitled an act to amend the law relative to sueing- 
out the writ of habeas corpis. ` 

An act entitled an act to enablé the Police Court of Monree. 
county to levy’a tax for the” support of' ‘the dependants of 
soldiers &c., trony said county. ~ ; 

An ‘act entitled an act to, provide for obtaining jurors in 
the Circuit Courts of this State. — 

An act entitled at act for the relief. of the Pi obate Clerks 
of Newton coutity.” ee 6 

Am aet entitled an act to suthorize the members. of the’ 
Board of Police of Wayne county to discharge the dutiés of 
School Commissioners, ‘and for other purposes. 

An act entitled.an act to incorporate the Mer idian. Manu- 
facturing Company. 
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An act. entitled an act for the relief of: thé heirs. and Me 
tributees of .J. 5. ‘Terrell, J Vy dee’d.. : 

An act entitled an act to increase: the siu of the- Probat 
Judge of Lauderdale county. 

An act: entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
Jasger county to collect the levy of the Poor, Tax of said 
county. - x 

n act entitled an act farther to pr üvida for Rd siens and 
their families in the county. of Attala. 

Also the following joint resoluti@is, to wit: 

A resolution of thanks to the mothers, wives, sisters and: 
daughters of the State. 

A resolution of thanks &c., and a joint. resolution te pr int 
a certain act. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board ot 
Police of Jackson county.to employ the free negroes of said 
county in certain eases. 

Was read three several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. — . : 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to EON arti;le 82, sec. 8, 
of the Revised Code. 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rales, and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A petition of sundry citizens of Chickasaw coun +, was 
presented by Mr. Moore, on the same subject, referred ı the 
same committee. 

The House concurred in Senate sandas to H: iv bill 
to be entitled an act amendatory of article 6, chaptei «, vage 
292, of the Revised Code, and for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, .  - E 

' The House took up a bill-to be entitled an act to secure. the 
collection of taxes on delinquent lands, and for other pur- 

oses, 
i The vote was reconsidered by which said bill was read the 
third time ‘and passed, 2nd several amendments thereto 
adopted. 

The rules were suspended, the bill read the: third time and 
passed; the title standing as stated. ^: ~ » 

Mr. Carroll call d up the: ‘motion. to teconsider the vote by 
which the House failed to pass a bill to be entitled an aet to: 
enable the Railroad Companies | of this. State to pay. the 
monies borrowed by them. 

The motion to reconsider was decided i in the affirmative. 

The question was taken on the passage.-of -the bill and 
decided in the affirmative, by yeas. and nays called for by 
Messrs. Rogers, Weir and Sutton, - 

YEAs—Messrs. Alcorn, Bradford,. "Brown, Barnett, Cun- 
ningham, Deason of Copiah, Daniel,  Eskridge, Fowler, ns 
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Falconer, Fort, Gully, Harris, Isom, Irby, Jackson, - y ohnson 
of Wilkinson, Lott, Lowry; Minter, Morehead, Maxwell, 
Murdock, McLemore, McLaurin, Owen, Pounds, Powe, Backs, 
Ross; Robinson, Staples, Shelley, Thompson, Upshaw, Watson 
and YandelL—38 - 

N xxs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. “Allen; Arnold, Bestor, Boon, , 
Barton, Clark, Carroll, Evans, Foxworth, ‘Gowan, High, 
Hendon, . Johnson of: "l'ippah, Lewers, Moor e, McKay M. 
Neshoba, McElroy, McNeil, Pope, Pinson, Prewit, Rogers, 
Seal, of Haaneock, Sutton, Stubbs of , Smith, Stephens. and 
Weir,—28 . 

- The following | message was, received from the Governor 
throw gh his Private Seer etary? 

. . EXECUTIVA OFFICE, . 
2 s oj Cotumbas; Dec. 5th, a. 
Mà SprAkIR 2L 

I am instructed by his Excellency ı the Governor, to deliv er 

to you his message in writing. 


Gentlemen of the Sênate i 
and. House. of Representatives : : 


1 respectfully call your -attention to:the condition of. the 
University of Mississippi. . All collegiate exercises have 
been suspended ;. the.Board of "Trustees have not been con- 
vened since the passage of the act entitled an aet to amend 
the laws in relation to the State University, approved 
December 19th, 1861, and in the present state of the country | 
a quorum eannot be conviently assembled:. The classifica- 
tion of the Trustees, as-reguired. by that act,-has not been 
made, and cannot now be made according to its terms.’ In 
the meantime there is no Executive committee or -other 
officer who has legal charge of the property and the cabi- 
nets, laboratory and libraries,and the astr ‘onimical and philo- 
sophical apparatus, all of which are of the most valuable 
áhd costly ‘character, are liable to ‘destruction. The exer- 

cises of the college will not probably be resumed during 
the war, and I. recommend that the President of the Board . 
be authorized to appoint from the Trustees, an Executive 
committee % manage tbe, affairs of the University . and . pro- 
vide for the preservation of its.property; cr thatthe number 
of: Trustees. necessary to constitute a quorum. be reduced to 
three, so that à meeting may be had. 

The act of December, 19,1861, should be amended .so- as 
to continue the whole hoard in. office, ot a new board should 
be elected, 20 

` Bince thé adjournment of. the- last Legislature; a Vecancy 
has. been cr 'eated i in the Board of. "Trustees, by the death of 
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the Hon. Cotesworth. Pinckney Smith, so long and so hon- 
orably connected with that. Institution, - ‘Sad as have been 
the inroads: which death has made spon our State in the 
last twelve months, the demise of none of her sons. has 
caused a wider or more heartfelt sorrow. Born: upon the 
soil of Mississippi, devoted heart and soul to-her interest, 
and watching with jealous care over her honor, J üdge 
Smith spent a i long and laborouslife in her service. In the 
forum, in the: Senate Chamber, and upon the, bench he 
labored with a zeal thit knew no weariness, and with à 
purity of patriotism and a loftiness of purpose that has had 
few parallels. In every position he occupied, his great 
talents, his profound crudition, his extensive legal attain- 
ments and the. ünquestioned.purity of his character, shed 
unfading lustre upon the annals of his native State, and 
when death called ñim hence,. he left none behind him whose 
names will live longer or be more gratefully enshrined in 
the hearts of the people, . CHAS. CLARK.. 

Mr. Minter offered the following resolution.: 

- Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That this Legislature 
adjourn sine die on Wednesday the 9th jnst., at 12 o "clock M. 

‘Which was adopted. 

Mr. Lowry called up. his resolution i in relation to Quarter: 
masters, Commissaries &c. 

Mr, Gowan moved to-amend by adding: postmasters, maan 
contractors and mail carriers. 

Mr. Bradford moved to aménd by inserting the word super- 
numerar ies, before the word commissaries. 

' Which was adopted; E V gh 
"^ On motion of Mr. Falconer, . te Rx 

The resolutions aud amendments were referr ed to the coti- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Falconer, by leave, introduced a bill to be. ented 

An act to proyide for the punishment of persons feel 
represénting themselyes aş Government Agenis.' ' 

Which was read three several times under a: suspension of 
the rüles, and passed, the titlé’standing as stated, 

Mr. Rucks introduced a joint resolution to a ca ha time to 
the: Clerk of tlie House and Secretary ‘of the Seifate to “bring 
up the busitiess of the session. KS 

Which ‘was read tivice under a. ae caches of the: rei; sid 
adopted. l 

Mt, Gowan- by..leave introduced a bill to: entitled ia 

‘An.act.to repeal an act to. prevent hawking and. pedaling 
approved January 28, 1863. 

Was read twice under.a suspension of the: nad and referred 
to the committee of. Ways and Means, ee. 4j = 
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-Mr, Upsbaw fróm the committee on Men Aftaits made 
the. following reports: ` 


Mr. SPEAKER— . : 

The committee on. Military Affairs, to lion was referred 
an act tobe entitled an: aet for the: benefit of-the Cavalry 
companies commanded by Captaiis: Mitchell; Williams and 
Johnson, have had the. same under consideration, and: havé 
instructed me to.reconitinend. that it do not pass; 

‘Which report. was received and agr odd to. 
Mr. SPEAKER— | 

The committee on Military Affairs to whom. WAS- referred 
ari act to -be entitled an act fer the relief of C. E. Mur phree, 
of Coahoma county, have had the same. under consideration, 
and have instructed me té‘recommend that: the-same do pass; 

The report:was received and.agréed.to. . NO 

‘The bill read. twiee.under a. -suspension: of. me rilles ene $ 
referred to the committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Thompson in the chair. j 

After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose and reported the bill back to » the Hose 
with the recommendation that it do-pass. 

‘The report was received and agreed to. m. 

The bill was then read. a third: timè under a suspeusion of 
. the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Arnold by leave; introduced a bill to be entitled 

:.An act t9 commute the pay of Registers and Receivers of 
the several Land Offices in this State, 

"Which was read twice: under a suspension: of the rulesiind.. 
referred to: the comimittee on Publi¢ bands. 
. On motion of Mr.:-Downs, - : 
- The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P.M 


a 


4 


‘THREE © CLOCK, P.M. 

- House-met pursuant, to adjoürnment,. ^ ` | 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved to take from: the. tables a bit, 
to.be entitled.an act for the relief of D. H. Manyi : 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Faleonor, ' z PECES 

BUS ouem -xesolved-itself into: domnittee-of the Whole on 
said bi 

icMr. Seal.of. Harrison; i ih the chait-  . T 

. After sometime spent therein, . = 

The committee, rose: and: reported ‘the. Bik back eto: ‘the 
House, with the recommendation that the bill donot: pass. 

Mr... Johnson of Wilkinson, anoyved that thë DE be re- 
ceived and dgreéd to. ^s 


Mr. Seal, of Harison, called for a division of the: question. 
'Tlie report was received. 
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Mr. Rucks moved th&t the report Be agreed dy which was 
decided in the negative. 

The bill read the third time and Vision Ale title standing 
as stated. : 

Mr. Eskridge by leave, ‘introduced a-bill to he entitled: ^ 

An act to repeal part of article 4, chapter 9, ‘of the 
Revised Code. p 

"Which was read twice under a a suspension of the S 

.Mr. Upshaw from the committee on military Affairs made 
the following report : ; ; 

Mr. SPEAKER— ` NE. Meer x 

The committee on Militar y Adfairs, to whom was referred 
an act for the relief of the ‘first battalion . of Mississippi 
State troops, commanded while in service by*Major Harper, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to present a substitute bill and recommend its passage. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The substitute bill reported by the committee, «. > 

Was read twice under -suspension of the rules, and 
referred to the committee of the Whole: 

Mr. Brown in the chair: j i 

After sóme tinie spent therein, 

The committee rose and reported the bill back to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. ` 

The report was received and agreed to. i 

The rule was suspended, the bill read the third timé. and 
passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr..Rucks moved a reconsideration of the vote by el 
the House this morning passed a Senate bill to.-be entitled 
an act to enable the Railroad Companies of this. des to pay 
the monies borrowed by them, and : si 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

The Clerk was instructed to send to the Senate for said 
bil. - 
Mr. Shelley moved that the: House adjourn until T 1-2 
o 'elock to-night. 

Mr. Rogers moved that the House adjourn, until “Monday 
morning. . 

Which was lost. 

The question was then.taken on the x dd to adjourn 
until 7 1-2 o’clock this evening. 

A division being called for, no quoram appearing, a: éall 
of the House was ordered, ` "3 

On a call of the roll no quorum. appeared. - ges. 

On motion, " 

The House adjourned until Monday. moming, at 9 
o'clock. ' | 
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MONDAY, December 7ih, 1863* 


"The House met pursuant to, „adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Prewitt, 

The reading of the journal wás dispensed with. 

On a call of the roll a quorum appeared. 

Mr. Seal, of- Harrison, offered the following resolution : : 

- Resolved, That the Hon, F. R. Turley, late a Representa- 
tive from the city of Vicksburg, who now occupies a seat 
upon this floor, by the unanimous consent of the House, is 
hereby invested with all the rights and privileges as a mem- 
ber of the.House from. Vicksburg, so far as the same can be 
done under the laws and Constitution of the the State, until 
the general election in ‘October 1865, unless a member is 
` pooner elected from that city, as now. prescribed by law. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Owen offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That. hereafter no member be allowed is Speak 
pos: than once on any subject, and that he speak to tho 
subject, 

Mr. Seal, of Harison, moved that the rule requiring one 
day's notice’ of motion ‘to change a standing rule of the 
House be suspeuded. 

' Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rucks,. 

The call of the counties was dispensed with, 

Mr. Watson, from the committee on the Judiéiary, made 
the following repor ts. 

Mr. SPEAKER— - 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill 
entitled an act for the relief of the families of soldiers of 
Pontotoc county,.and also other bills of a similar character, 
have had the same under consideration, and herewith report 
a substitute for all of said bills, and recommend that it do 
pass. 

The report wasr ceived and àgreed to. | 

The substitute bill to be entitled an act for the relief of 
the families of soldiers in the counties therein mentioned, 
and for other purposes, - 

Was read twice under .a, suspension of;the rules. 

Mr, Allen moved to amend by inserting, to the 0 of 
DeSoto four thousand dollars, G 000. 3 

Which was adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Watson, _ - 

The bill read three several times under a suspénsion of the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated. E 
Mr. SPEAKER—. | 

The e udieiary committee ta whom was _ referred a bill 
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entitled an act to amettd’ an aet entitled an aet to iud 
` the charter of the Columbus Life and General Insurance 
Company, and the Mississippi Mutual Insurance Company, 
approved January 25th, 1862, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report it back to the 
House tog ether with a substitute therefore, with the recom- 
mendation that the substitute’do pass. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

The substitute bill was read three ‘several times under x 

suspension of the rules and passed, the title stínding as 
stated. - 
—. The Judiciary committee to whom was referred a Senate 
bill entitled an act to amend art. 32, sec. 8, of the Revised 
Code, have had the same under souaider ation, and: have in- 
structed me to report favorably on said bill, and recommend 
its passage. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was thén read third time under a/suspension of 
the rules. and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mn. SPEAKER— 

The Jndiciary committee have had under consideration a 
Senate bill to be entitled an act for the disposition of aliens 
‘residing within the limits of the State of Mississippi, and 
have instructed me to report tbe same back to the House l 
with recommendation that it do pass. 

Report receited and agreed to. 

The bil was read third’ time under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing.as stated. 

Mr. BPEAKER— l 

The Judiciary committee have considered a Senate biu to 
be'entitled an aet to better provide for security in criminal 
offences, and have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, with the recommendation that it do not pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of soldiers in the ser- 
vice of the State or Confederate State, has considered the 
same, and instructed me to return the bill to the House with 
a recommendation that it do not: pass. . uu 

Mr. Watson moved that the report bé received. "and 
agreed to. — . 

Mr. Stephens called for a REOR OE the questión.. 


& 


The report was received. ` xoci 
Question on agreeing. The report wasagreed to. 
Mr. SPEAKER— - = 


The Judiciary committee to whom was. refered’ several 
bills entitled an act to’ amend the attachmeftlaws, have had 


m 
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the same under tonsideration, and herewith report a substi- 
tute therefor, with thé recommendation that the same do 
pass. . ” r 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The substitute bill-was read twice under a suspension of 
the rules. ` 

' Mr. Watson: moved tho indefinite postponement of the 
bill, Which was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays 
being called for by Messrs. Seal of Harrison, Falconer and 


: Gully. 


Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Bestor, Boon, Brown, Clark, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, 
Gully, Grace, High, Hendon, Isom, Irby, Jacksons, 
Johnson of Tippah, Moore, Mor ehead, Murdock, McLemore, 


McLaurin, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Pr ewitt, ' Rogers, Staples, 


Shelley, Sutton, Stubhs of Smith , Thompson, Upshaw, Wells, 
Wier and Watson.—40. 

Nays—Mr. ‘Speaker, Messrs. Barton, Barnett, Deason of 
Copiah, Fos*worth, Gowan, Johnson of Wilkinson, Lewers, 
Minter, Maxwell, McKay of Neshoba; McElr oy, MeNiel, . 
Ross, Seal of. Harrison, Seal of Hancock and Stephens.—17. 
Mr. SPEAKER— ^ 

The eommittee on the Judiciary. to whom was referred, a 
bill to be entitled an aet to appoint general administrators 
for Lauderdale and Newton counties, have considered the 
same, and instructed: me to report the same. back to. the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The ‘report was received and agreéd to. 

Mr. Thompson from the committee of Ways and Means 


` made-the following reports : 


Mr. SrEFAkER— | 

The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
a House bill to be entitled an act-supplimentary to an act 
better to provide for the families of our soldiers, approved 
January 3d,.1863, have had. tbe same under eonsideration, 


‘and instructed me to report the same back to the House with . 


a recommendation that the same do not pass. 

Mr. ‘Thompson nioved -that the report be received, and 
agreed to. -. 

“Mr. Eskridge called for a division of the question. 

The report was received, question on agreeing. 

-On motion of Mr. Mur dock, ' l 

` The bill was recommitted to the commiite of Ways and 


- Means with instractions to report a bill prohibiting the pro- 


duction of cotton beyond a fixed amount. i 
The eéorhniittee-of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
House bill to be entitled | an act to repeal an act to prevent 


`~ 
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hawking and peddling, approved January^99th, 1863, have 
had the same under consideration, and recommend that the 
same do pass. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Seal, of Harison, moved the Andefinate postponement 
of the bill, which was decided in the affirmative, by yeas 
and nays called for by Messrs. Seal, of Harisom, Foivler and 
Gully. 

Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs, Barton, Brown, . Poat 
Clark, Daniel, Eskridge, Fowler, Foxworth, Falconer, Fort, 
Tsom, Irby, J ohnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Min- 
ter, Morehead, Maxwell, McLemore, McElroy, Owen, Pounds 
Powe, Dues Rogers, Ross, Seal of Harrison, Wells and 


Na Moe s. Allen, Arnold, Bestor, Boon, Cunningham, 
Deason of Copiah, Fox, Gulley, Gray, Gowan, High, Hen- 
don, Lewers, Mur dock, McKay of Neshoba, MeLauri in, 
MeN cil, Pope, Pinson, Prewitt, Staples, Shelley, Sutton, 
Stubbs of Smit} h, Stephens, "Thompson, Upshaw and ‘Wier. 
—28. 

Mr. Bestor from the committee on education reported a 
bill to be entitled an act to amend the laws iu relation to 
the State University. 

Which was read three several dines under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. =v 

Mr. High, from the committee on County Boundaries. 
made the following report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— i 

he ‘committee on County Boundaries to whom was 
referred the bill entitled an act to repeal an aet td annex a 
part of Talahatcbie county to the county of Sunflower, and 
for other purposes, have had the same under consideration, 
ene recommend that it do not pass. 

ir. High moved that the report be received and agreed to. 

Me Eskridge called for a division of the question. 

The report was received. > : 

Qucstion on agreeing. The report was agreed to. 


The following communications were read to the House : 
QUARTESMASTER Gen’ts Dep’r. S. M. )' 
Columbus, Miss., Dec. Ts 1863. 


Hon. L. E. Houston, 
Speaker of the House. of Representatives: 


Dear Sm: Major L. Mims, Chief Quartermater for this . 
State, is desirous of securing the active co- -operation of the 
members of the Legislature in his laudable efforts to shield 
our fa.thful aud gallant soldiers against suffering from cold 
and inclement weather, 
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-You will therefore please have read for the information of | 
the members the encloséd communication. : 
5 am sir, very respectfully, 
A. M. WEST, 
Q. M: Gen’l State ? Mississippi. . 
Orricr Ourgr Q. M. ror MISSISSIPPI, : UE. 
Enterprise, Miss., Dec. 3d, 1863. i 

The members- of the Mississippi Legislature are hereby 
appointed .agents of this Department ‘for their respective 
counties, for “the purchase of the following articles : 

Blankets, Carpets, Shoes, Socks, Wool and' Leather. . 

They will pay the prices paid ` by the Imprcssment Com- 
missioners of this State. They.will send or deliver such pur- 
chases as they make to either of the following named 
officers as may be most convenient, when the whole amount 

due for their purchases, as well as all expenses incurred, 
will be promptly paid, viz.: 
Capt. T. C. McMackin; A. Q.M. Jackson. 


F. C. Englesing, Be Brookhaven. 

l _* S A. Shortridge, ^' ^. Canton. 
: “ G.P. Theobald, t Enterprise. 
« F, Ingate, a * .  Okolona., 

« . W.B. Lucas, As Macon. 
Maj. J.W. Anderson, Q. M. Columbus.. 
“ W.F. Avent, M Oxford. ' 

' L. MIMS, 


Maj. and Chief Q, M. for Mississippi: 

The committee on Propositions and. Grievances made the 
following report : ; 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The standing commit!ee on Propositions and Grievances, 
to whom was | referred. an act for the relief of William 
Beachum, of Itawamba courty,.have had the same under 
consideration, and haye instructed me to report said bill 
back to the "House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was read the third time and passed, the title stand- 
„ing as stated. . : ‘ 

Mm. SPEAKER— — ` i 

. The, committee on Pr opósitions and Grievances, to ion. 
was referred the petition of W. D.. McCulloh, Chaplain of 
ihe 23d Mississippi -Regiment, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report that the 
case made out by the Petitioner is one of great hardship 
and gtoss outrage, and. your committee sincerely wish that 
it was in their power to recommend some:plan by which 
immediate aud instantaneous relief might bo granted to the. 
petitioner, but ‘the chan ery Courts of the State are the 
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only pube where acoording'to law,the petitioner can 

bave, concelled that, bond which your committee feel must 

indeed, under-all the circumstances, be now odious and 

hatefal to him. They therefore ask to, be discharged from 

the farther consideration of the subject. 
The report was received and. agreed-to. 


Mr. SPEAKER 

The standing n on' Propositions and Gaerne: 
to whom was referred the complaint and enqury of Jessee 
Barnett, of Jasper county, have had .the same under con- 
sider ation, aud have instructed me to report that in 
their judgement the Legislature has no power to interfere 
in his behalf, they therefore ask to Be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subjeot. 

The report was received and agreed to.’ 


Mr. SPEAKER— 

'The standing committee on Propositions and Gri iovances, 
to whom was referred a bill to beentitled an act for the relief 
of James Reedy, Sheriff and. Tax collector of Holmes county, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that the same do pass . e 

The report was received and agreed to. l 

The bill was then read the third time under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, 

The title standing as stated. 

Mr. Fox from the committee on Public Lands mane the fol- 
lowing reports: . 


* 


^ 
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Ain. SPEAKER-— 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to commute the pay of Registers and 
Receivers of the several land offices, have had the.same under 
consideration and instructed me to report 2 substitute for the 
bill, with a recommendation that the substitute be passed. . 

The report was received and agreed to., ^ > * 

The substitute bill was read three several times under a 
suspension of the rules and passed, the title standing asstated. 

‘he committee on Public Lands to whom was referred à 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isham Dansby of 
Newton county, have had the same under consideration and 
instructed me to report the bill back to the House, me a re- 
commendation that it be passed. . 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was read three several times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. . 

Mr. Murdock from the committee on Claims made the fol 
lowing report: 


d 
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Mn. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Claims to whom was refer red the account 
of A.'S. Harmon, have instructed me to report that in 1ts pre- 
sent shape -it should not be allowed, and recommend that the 
claimant have leave to withdrad&v his said claim. 

, The report was received and àgr eed to. l 

- The committee.on Claims to whom was réferred the claim 
of Thos. Lampley for nine bales of cotton distributed to the 
poor of Wayne qounty, have had the same under considera- 
tion and recommend that the claimant have leave to withdraw 
his claim, believing that the Board of Police of said county is 
the proper party to settle it. 


The committe on Claims to whém was referred the applica- 


tion of William H. Keyes, have had the sime under consider- 
ation and have instructed meto report that in the judgment 
of your committee it is inexpedient to grant the relief asked 
for. 

The committee on Claims to whom was wai a bill to 
be entitled an act to increase the fees of the sheriff and clerk 


of probate of Amite County, have instructed me to report the ` 


same back to the House with the recommendation that it do 
not pass. 

Which were received and agreed to. : 

On motion of Mr. Murdock _ -Mr. Brown was added to the. 
Committee on Claims. 

. Mra Upshaw, by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act for.the relief of Thomas J. For tson, 

Which was read ‘three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing a8 stated. 

Mr. Upshaw by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of John Vernon, sheriff of Monroe county, 

Which was read twice under a suspension ofthe rules, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

"Mr. Irby, from the committee - on Enrolled Dus made 
the following report ; 
Mr. SPEXAKER— 
^ The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report that 
they have examined the following-enrolled bills and find the 
same correctly enrolled, and have presented them to His Ex- 
cellency the Governor for his approval and signature, to-wit : 

An act entitled an act to provide for the rédemption of lands 
sold to the’ State for taxes, at the office of the ABE of 
Publie Accounts. 

An act entitled an act for a relief of J. D, W. Duckworth, 
sheriff and tax collector of Smith county. 

Aw act entitled an act amendatory of article six, ch. 8, page 
292 of the revised code, and for othér purposes. 

The following message | was received from the Senate: 


^ 


"$6 
Mr. SPEAKER—- 


The Senate have passséd a joint resolution’ crantíng leave 
of absence to James S. Hamm, Judge, &o., and S. M. “Meek, 
District Attorney, &e. 

Also House bills entitled and’ act to T articles 55 add 
56 of séction 10 of chapt. 35 of the revised code, which make 
void devisees and bequests for religious and charitable purpo- . 


. Ses. 


A Honse bill entitled an act to pr ovide for the punishment 
of persons falsely representing themselves as government 
agents. j 

"A House bill entitled an act to aulhorize Mrs. Narcissa L. 
Barksdale to emancipate her slave John. ` 

2 House resolution allowing the clerk of the House and 

cr any of the Sduate additional time to bring up the busi- 
` ness of the sessioni 

'The Senate consent to à committee of conference on the 
disrgreement of the 'two Houses on Senate amendments to 
House bill entitled an act to procure cotton and wool cards 
and other articles for indigent families of soldiers and citizens 
of the State. 

The President has appointed’ Messrs. Wilson, Oliver and 
Quin on the part of the Senate. l 

The Senate adhere totheir amendment to House bill enti- 
tled an act to encourage the manufacture of cotton and wool 
. eards in this State, and ‘ask a committee of conference theteon. 

The President appointed Messrs. Moore, Jordan and Ham- 
ilton as said committee on the part of the Senate. 

The fo'lowing message was received from the Governor 
through his private Secretary: 2 

Executive OFFICE, )- . 
Columbus, Dec. 7, 1868. - 
Mn. SPEAKER— 

I am instructed bv His Excellency the Governor, to inform 
the House that he did, on the 5th inst. sign and approve 
the following House bills, entitled: 

“An act making certain appropriations for the State Insti- 
tute for the Blind. - 

An act to provide for obtaining Jurors in the avout courts 
of this State. 

An act to amend the law relative to sueing out the writ of 
Habeas Corpus. 

An act for the relief of the hoe and distributes of J. S. 

Terrell, Jr., deceased. 

' An act entitled an act to increase the salary of the Pr obate 
Judge of Lauderdale county. E 
An aet entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 


Jasper county to correct the levy of the Poor Tax of said 
county. 


H 


~ 


* 


An act entitled an act fur ther to provide for so’ ‘diers’ and. 
` other families in the county of Attala. 
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Àn act entitled au aet for the relief of the Probate Clerk : 


of Newton county. | 
An act entitled an aet to daoiwe the imenbers of the 


Board of Police of Wayne county to discharge the duties of - 


School Commissioners, and for other purposes. 
An act entitled an act to enable:the Police Court of Mon- 
roe county to levy.a tax for the support of the dependants 


of soldiers &o., from said county. - 


joint resolution to'print a certain act.. .- 

A resolution of thanks to the mothers, wives, sisters and 
daughters of the State. n) 

Resolution of thanks. - di 


An act to amend an act entitled an act to aid i in strength- j 


ening the army of the Confederate States. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
` Colunibus, Décember Tth, 1863. i 
Mr. SPEAKER— 
I am instructed by His Excellency. the Gover nor, to deliver 
to you his message in writing with the accompanying Bill’: 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Columbus, December "th, 1863. 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I return for your consideration a bill. entitled an act “to 
incorporate the Meridian Manufacttring Company." I can- 
not approve it because it is without limit of time, and is 
irrepealable by the Legislature. I shall.do all in my power 
to encourage msnuthetures and the mechanical arts, and on à 
proper showing will not refuse charters of incorporation un- 


der the 35th chapter of tlie Revised Code “concerning corpo- © 


rations and associations,” and while that statute is in 1 force 1 
can see, no necessity for eucumbering our laws with special 
acts for incor por ations for sinall companies. 
. CHAS. CLARK. 

Mr. Bestor ititroduced ‘a bill to be entitled 

An‘act compelling Railroad companies to be pornos ee for 
freight and baggage, ` 

Was read three several times under a suspension of the 
rules and passed, the title ‘standing as stated. 

. Mr. Watson introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act in reference to distillation, &oc., 

Which was referred to.the Judiciary committee without 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rucks,: 

The bill entitled an act amendatory of the Revenue laws of 
this State, was ealled from the table and made the special 
onder for 3 o'clock, P. M. ` 
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On motion of Mr. Gowan, " 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. i 


THREE O'OLOCK, P. M. 
. House met pursuant to adjournment, :z 

-On a call of the roll no quorum appearing, the Ser geant-at-. 
Arms was directed to bring in the absentees. - 

Thé doors being closed, the Sergeant-at-Arms brought in 
several gentlemen who were sever ally excused, and the House , 
proceeded to business. : 

Mr. Clark introduced the following resolutions: 

WnuznzEAs, The State Treasurer, in his report of 9th No- 
vember, failed to make a detailed report. such as the law ré- 
-quires, by not giving us the amounts of receipts and disburge- 
ments, and thé amount of money on hand, and the kinds of 
funds on hand ; and whereas, in said report he acknowledges 
that there is enough specie on hand to redeem all tbe military 
notes due 1st June, 1862; and whereas, this House passed a 
resolution requesting the Treasur er to report to this House 
the hmount of receipts and disbursements, and the aggregate 
amount of funds on hand, and especially the amount of each 
kind of funds; and whereas, in his report in answer to said 
resolution, he fails to report both the amount and kind of such 
funds, and says that all the funds on hand is in Confederate, 
cotton and military notes. Therefore, be it, 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be required immediately to 
report, to this House the amount of money that was in the 
Treasury at the date of his biennial report, dated 9th Novem- 
ber, 1863, together with the kinds of money then on hand, 
showing i in detail the amount of: Confeder ate, cotton, | State 
military notes, and coin, making up said aggregate amount. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Isom introduced a bil to be entitled - 

-An act to amend an act authorizing the issuance of treasury 
notes as advances upon cotton, 

Which was read once, 

The Honse then proceeded to ‘the consider ation of the spe- 
cial order for 3 o’clock, to-wit: ` 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory ; of the Revenue 
laws of this State, 

The House resolved itself into commitiee of the Whole: ‘on 
said bill, ; 

. Mr. U pshaw i in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, 

: The committee rose; reported "he bill back to the House 
with sundry amendments, and recommended that the bill as 
amended do pass. 


g 
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The report was received. 
Amendments reported ‘by: committee of the Whole: 


No. 1. In line 20, after word. “exchange,” add the wor rds 


“and 50 cents on every.dollar of United. States Treasury notes 
, held and owned by any citizen ef this State” — . 

2. Amend line-27 by adding after word: “plate,” the words 
“diamonds and jewelry.”. 

4, In 27th line, after word “plate,” strike out the words 
“kept for use.” 

5. In 28th line, after word. “piano,” strike out the words 
“kept for use.” 

The amendmént marked N o.: l, was voted on n separately 
and lost. 

The other amendments were adopted. 

The bill was read the: third time and passed, the title stand- 
ing as stated. ES 

The ‘following message Was er from the Senate 
through their priate Secretary: 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate, in answer to the request. this de made by the 
House for the return of a bill entitled an act to enable the 
Railroad companies.in this State to pay the monies borrowed 
by them, have adopted the following resolution, to-wit: i 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Senate, the bill asked 
to be returned to the House of Repretentatives, has become a 


law so far as the two Houses are concerned, and by the Con- ` 


stitution the Senate has no further control over the bill than 
to cause it to be enrolled and placed in-the hands of the en- 
rollment committeé for the signature-of the President of the 
Senate and Speaker of. the House, and then presented to the 
Governor for his signature, :: 

'The Senate have “passed a substitute to Hous) bill entitled 
an act to provide an assistant to the Quartermaster General 
of the State. Said substitute is entitled as follows: An act 
to provide for the payment of ‘certain informal claims against 

the State of Mississippi. 

" The Senate has adopted the following resolution, in which 
the concurrence of the House is desired: 

4vesolved, (the House concurring,) That the two Houses 
meet in joint convention, in the Représentative Hall, on‘-to- 
morrow, the 8th inst., 3t 12. o'elock M., for the purpose of 
electing a Superintendent and Clerk of the Penitentiary. 


. The committee on Enrolled Bills, OUER Mr. ln made - 


the follqwing report: 
Mr. SrzAKER— 

'The committee on Enrolled Bills bar leave to report that 
they have examined.a resoultion and. bills of the.following 
. titles and found theni correctly enrolled, to-wit: 


@ 
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An act to repeal articles 55 and 56, of section 10, of chapter 
35, of the Revised Code, which "make void devises and be- 
quests to religious and charitable purposes., 

An act to authorize Narcissa L. “Barksdale to emancipate 
her slave John. ~ 3 ) 

Resolution allowing the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives and the Seer etary of the Senate additional time to bring 
up the business of the session. — ' 

On moiion of Mr. Brbwn, 

The House took a recess until 74 o’elock to-night 


7k o'cLoon, P. M.. 


Recess having expired, the House resumed its Session. 
Ona call of the roll no quorum appeared. 
‘The doors were ordered to be closed, and the Sergeant-at- 
Arms ordered to bring in the absent members. 
. No quorum appearing, . i 
The: House adjour ned until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock; 


* x s 
ou ^. TUESDAY, Dec. 8..1:23. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Lyon. pa 

The journal of yesterday was read and apbroved. ah 

On a call of the roli no quorum appesred. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

A quorum appearing, the call of the House was suspended. 

Mr. Shelley, by leave, introduced joint resolytions in rela- 
tion to putting negroes in the army as cooks, washers, &c. 

. On motion of Mr. Eskridge, . 

The resolutions were laid on the fable. us 

Mr. Watson, from the Judiciary committee, reported a bill 
to be entitled an act to prohibit the distillation of grain, su- 
gar, molasses, and any other substance, in the State of Missis-. 
sippi, except under the direction and authori i ef the dev: l 
ernor. 

The report was received and agréed to. 

The bill was r read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, 
\The report and bill were laid on the table ad ud tho 
special order for 3 o'clock, P. M. 


t 
On motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison,* 


» 
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The House took up Senaté messages. _ 
House concurred in Senate joint resolution proposing to go 
into joint convention at. 12% o'elock, on the 8th inst., for the 


purpose of electing a Superintendent and Clerk of the Peni- 
 tentiaty. 


. Senate kdbstitute entitled “an act to provide for the pay- 
ment of certain informal claims against the State of Missis- | 
sippi," for House bill éntitled “an act to provide àn assistant 
to the Quartermaster General of the State,” 

Was réad twice under a suspension of theriles, and referred 
to the committee on-Claims. 

Senate joint resolution granting leave of absenee to Janies 
S. Hamm, Judge of the Gireuit. Court of the 6th Judicial 
District, and Samuel M. Meek, Distr ict Attor rney of said Dis- 
trict, was read once, l 

The following message was received fon the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— - ` 

The Senatè have passed bills and resolutions of the follow- 
ing titles : 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Robert H. “Whitley. 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of the Pr obate Clerk of 

; Lauderdale county. * 

A joint resolution in regard to bills and joint resolutions. 

A bill-entitled an act to encour age the manufacturi ing of 
wine from the native grape. 

. A bill entitled an act to aid in supine the loss of the 
records and papers in the. Circuit and Chancery Courts of 
-Chickasaw county and fot other purposes. 

Also passed a House bill entitled an act to authorize the 
Probate Clerks in this Staté to record anew any deeds or 
other instruments required by law to-be recorded, when the 
records have been lost, mutilated or destroyed, passed with 
amendments thereto: 

A House bill entitled an act for the relief of the Mississippi 

X State Trepps PAGOS at Vicksbur A passed With amend- 
; ments. ] 

' The committee on Enrolled Bills made. the following 

report: 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg Teave to report that 
they have examined the following enrolled bill, found the 
same correctly enrolled, mfd have submitted it to ` his 
Excellengy the Governor, for his. approval and signature, 

. to wit: — 

An act'to suds fot the punishment of persons falsely 
representing’ themselves as Government Agents. ; 

The House agreed to the requést of the Senate asking for 
a committee of “conference on ne disagreeing votes: of the 


x E E i ! 
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two Houses on the bill to be entitled an act to engourage the 
manufacture of cotton and woolcards. ^. 

The Speaker appointed. Messrs.. Minter, Rucks, Stephens, 

Eskridge and Cunningham. : 
^. The following. message was received from the Governor 
tbrough his Private Secr etary 

. , sons OFFICE, 
l Columbus, Dee. 8th, 1863. } 
Mr. SPEAKER— . 

I am instrueted by his E Excellency the Governor, to inform 
the House that he did, on the 7th inst., sign and approve the 
following Louse bills. and resolutions entitled : 

An aet for the relief of J. D..W. Duckworth, Sheriff and 

Tax Collector of Smith county. 

An act amendatory of article 6, chapter 8, page 292 of the 
Revised Code, and for other purposes. l 

An act to provide for the redemption of lands sold to the 
State for taxes at the office of the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts. 

An act to authorize Narcissa » Barksdale to emancipate 
her slave John. 

Resolution to allow time to cis Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Secretary of the Senate to bring up the 
business of the session. 

The House concurred in the Senate amendment te House 
. bill to be entitled.an act to authorize the Probate Clerks in 
this State to record anew anv deeds, or other instruments 
required by law to be recor ded, when the records have been 
lost, mutilated or destroyed. - 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the Šen- 
ate amendments £o House bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of the Mississippi State Troops captured at Vicksburg. 

Mr. Eskridge moved that the further consideration of the 
bill and amendments be indefinitely postponed, which was 
decided in the negative by yeas and nays as follows: . 

Yras— Messrs. “Allen, Bestor, Barton, Clark, Cunningham, 
, Eskridge, Fowler, Falconer, Gr ace, Ir by, Johnson of Wilkin- 
son, Lewers, Minter, M axwell, McLemore, MeNiel, Prewitt, 
Staples, Seal of Harrison, Thompson, Wells, Wier- and Wat- 
son—$3.- 

Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Bradford, Boon, Brows: ; Daan 
of Jones, Daniel, Fox, Fort, Gully, Gowan, High, Hendon, 
Isom; J: ackson; Johnson of Tippah,. Moore, Mor ehead, Mur- 
dock, McKay of Neshoba, McLaurin, McElroy, Pope, Powe, 
Pounds; Pinson, Racks, Rogers, Seal of -Hancock, Phelieys 
Stubbs of Smith, Stephens and Upshaw—31.*  - 

The Senate amendments were then concurred-in: 

Senate bill to be entitled an aet to encourage the manufac- 
ture of wine from the native grape. 
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Mr. ‘Bestor moved to amend by inserting the word “pure,” 
before thé word wine, . 


TUE on motion of Mr. Seal,.of Harrison, was laid.on the 
table 

Mr. Watson moved to amend by udin the followings : 

- Provided that not more than ten dollars per’ gallon, and in 
that proportion for a smaller quantity, shall be asked or re- 
ceived for any wine sold under the provisions ofthis aot. 

Which, on motion of Mr: P of Harrison, was laid onthe 
table. 

"The bill was then read a third time urider a suspensign of , 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

The Senate joint resolution in rélation to bills and joint re-* 
solutions, 7 

Was, on motion of Mr. Seal, of Harrison, laid on the table. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the Probate 
clerk of Lauderdale county, | 

Was read three ‘several times, the rules being suspended, 
and passed, the title standing'as stated. — 

Senate bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Robert H. 
Whitley, 

Was read three several times under a suspensión rea 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate bill to be entitled an act to aid-in supplying the loss 
of the Records and papers in the. circuit and chancery courts 

: of Chickasaw county, 

Was read three several times, under a suspension of the 
rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Murdock, by leave, intr oduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to encourage the introduction of live stock and provisions 
from within the lines of the enemy, 

Which was read three several times under a enaponsion of - 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Isom called from the orders of the day, 

An‘ act to amend an act authorizing the i issuance of Treasu- 
ry Notes as advances on Cotton. 

Was read a second and third time under a suspension d the 
rules and passed, the title standing as stated.. — | 

` On motion of Mr. Beal br "Harrison, the House took a re- 
cess of five minutes in Ör ‘der’ ‘to prepare the House for the re- 
ception of the’ Senate to the’end that the two-Houses go into | 
joint convention for the purpose of electing a Superintendent 
and clerk of the Penitentiary. 

Recess having expired: the clerk was instructed to inform ` 
the Senate that the House was in readiness forthéir. reception, 
for the purpose of going into joint convention to elect a clerk 

“and supeiintendent of the Penitentiary. ` i 
"Phe Senate having been informed, entered atid took the 
seats assigned them. ~ 
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oe President of the Senate stated the object of the meet- 
m 

Mr Barton of the House moved that the convention pro- 
ceed to the election of superintendent and clerk of the Peni- ` 
tentiary by ballot. 

Messrs. Griffin of the Senate and Lewers of the House, 
were appointed Tellers. . 

Mr. Rucks of the House, ania E. P. Russell of Hinds 
county, as a candidate for superintendent of the Penitentiary. 

There being no other nominations, Mr. E. P. Russell was 
elected by acclamation, and declared duly elected superinten- 
dent of the Penitentiary for the term prescribed by law. 

For Clerk of the Penitentiary, Mr."Wilson of the Senate, 
nominated C. C. Moore, of Monroe county. 

Mr. Gully, of the House, nominated Thomas J. Eldrige, of 
Kemper county. 

. On the first ballot, 

C. C. Moore — RENE: votes. 


Thos. d. Eldrige. A TETTTTTTTE: ee 


* 


Whole number of votes cast. ..«..- eese eee TT 
Necessary to a choice. .... c.c cess seer eves e 99 
Scattering ...... oue aga cob. dc a Ld TE 

Mr. Moore having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly “elected Clerk of the Penitentiary, for the 
term prescribed by law. E 

The Senate retired. ; 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Morehead by leave, introduced a bill to i bà entitled an, 
act to provide for the exemption'of certain officers from ser- 
vice in the provisional army of the Confederate States, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules, and 
passed, the title standing as stated. 

Mr. Bradford by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to increase the salary of the Probate Judge of Itawamba 
county. 

Which was read three sever al times under a suspension of 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 
Mr; Thompson, by leave, introgyced a bill to be entitled 

An act to enable the several Boards of Police to compen- 
sate the Clerks of the Probate Courts for labor Penne: by 
them, 

Which was read (eg several times under E suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing :.s stated. 

Mr. Watson; from the J udiciary committee, made. the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Judiciary Committee to whom. was referred a. pill 
to be entitled an act to- levy and collect a tax of thirty-three 


T 


* 


N 
and one-third per cent, on all persons refuding to receive Con- 


federate Treasury notes in payment of dues, have had the 
same under consideration, sand ask. leave to report the same 


. back to the House, with à Substitute recommending that the 


‘ substitute do pass. ; 


The report of ia committe was received and agreed to. 

The bill read twice under a suspension of the Tules. 

- Mr. Eskridge moved a suspension of the rules to thé end 
that the bill be read the third time and passed: 

Pending which, 

On moton- of Mr. Johnson, of Eia OD: 

The House DES until 8 o’cloek, P. M. 


E 


» - THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 

"The House resumed the consideration of the question pend- 
ing on adjournment, to-wit: 

The motion to suspend the rules for the third reading of the 
pill to b& entitled an act to raise additional revenue. 

Mr. Eskridge offered the following amendment: 

Add at end. of sec. 2: « Provided, Executors, Administra- 
tors and’ Guardians shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this act,” 

Mr. Minter proposed to amend by striking out twenty per 
cent. and inserting 10 per cent. ; 

Mr. Irby moved that the House resolve itself into commit- 


. tee of the Whole on the bill, 


Which was lost. . 
Mr. Seal, of Harrison, moved the indefinite postponement 
of the bill, which was decided in the affirmative by yeas and 


nays. called forby Messrs. Bradford, Seal of Harrison, and | 
d ohuson of Tippah: 


"YxAs—fMessrs. Allen, Arnold, Barton, Deason of Jones, 


d Daniel, .Fowler, Fox, Foxworth, Fort, Gully, Hendon, 


J ackson, Johnson of Wilkinson, J ohnson of Tippah, 
Morehead, McLemore, McKay of N eshoba, McNeil, Owen, 


‘Pope; Powe, Rinson, Prewitt, Rucks,. Seal of Harrison; Seal ` 


à 


of. Hancock, :Shelley, ‘Stubbs of Smith, Thompson and 
Wells—28.. 
 NAxs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs, Bradford, Bestor, Boon, Cun- 


` ningham, ART Falconer, Grace, ‘Gowan, High, Irby, 


`: Lewers, Minter, 


Moore, Max vell, McLaurin, McElroy, Ro- 
gers, Ross,. Staples, Stephens, Upshaw, Wier and Watson—24. 
The bill was indefinitely postponed. 
My. ‘Watson called up the special order for 80 'elook to-day, 


to-wit: 


The bill entitled an aet to prone the distillation of grain, 
es H20 : ; 


cet Pe 
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sugar and molasses, and anyother substatees, in the State of 
Mississippi, except under the direction and authority of the 
Governor. 

On mation of Mr. Watson, 

The House resolved itself into committee of the Whole oh 
said biil. i 

Mr. Falconer in the chair. l = 

After sometime spent therein, 

The committee rose and reported progress and : asked leave 
to sit again immediately. 

The report was received and agreed to, 

Mr. Watson moved a call of the House. 

The doors being closed the roll was then called, and'a quo- 
rum appeared.. | 

The House, again resolved itself into committee of the 
Whole, 

Afr. Falconer in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, | 

The committee rose and reported the bill back to the House 
with the recommendation thatit do not pass. 

_ My. Falconer moved that the report be received and agreed 
to. 

Mr. Watson called for a division of the question. 

he report was received. FO 

Question on agreeing. p 

Mr. Seal, of Tar rison, moved that the bill and amendments 
be laid on the table, which was decided in the negative by 
yeas and nays called for by Messrs. Rogers, Seal of Harrison, 
and Stubbs of Smith: 

Y xAs—Messrs. Arnold, Bradford, Boon, Barton, Fox, Fox- 
worth, Gully, Gowan, Ir by, J ackson, Mor ehead, Maxwell, 
M cKay of N leshoba, McElr oy, Pope, Pinson, Prew it, Roger s, 
Staples, Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Sholley, Stubbs of 
Smith, and W eir-—24. 

NAys—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Alien, Bestor, Brown, Clark, 
Cunningham, Deason of Jones, Daniel, Eskridge, Fowler, 
Falconer, Fort, Grace, High, Hendon, J ohnson of Wilkinson, 
Johnson ‘of Tippah, Lewers, Minter, Moore, Murdock, McLe- 
_more, McLaurin, McNeil, Owen, Powe, Rucks,. Ross, Ste 
phens, D pend Upshaw, Wells and Watson-—33. 

The vote was then taken on agreeing to the report of thi 
committee of' the Whole that the bill do not pass. 

The report was not agreed tó.  . 

. Mr. Watson moved that the rule be suspended and the bil 
read the third time. 

Which was lost. ah 

Mr. Johnson, of Wilkinson, from. the: committee of Con 
ference, made the following report: > ‘ 
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Mn. SPEAKER— 


The joint committee of Conference of the Senate and House, 
to whoni was. referred .the subject of the diSagreement be- 
tween the two Houses on the Senate bill entitled an act to 
punish the offense of harboring or concealing deserters from. 
the Confederate service, and for other purposes, and House 
substitute for said bill entitled an act to encourage enlistments 
in the army of the Confederate States, and for other purposes, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed: 


me to report that they have agreed to adopt t the House sub- 
stitute. 


The report was received and agreed to. i 

Mr. Thompson, froma committee of Conference, made the 
following report: ' . 

Mr. SPEAKER— , 

The committee of ‘Conference appointed on the part of th 
House to meet the committee on the part of the Senate, on 
the disagr eeing votes of the two Houses on the joint resolu- 
tion instr ucting our Senators and requesting our Representa- 
tives to make Confederate notes a legal tender in the payment 
of debts, beg leave to report that upon conference it was 
agreed that the Senate should recede from their dmendment 
to the House amendment of the Senate resolution. 

"The report was received and agreed to. l 

Mr. Stephens presented the "memorial ot S. W. Woolar d, 
Tax Assessor of Coahoma county, which was referted to the 
committee‘on Claims without reading. 

The following message was received. from the Senate: 
Mr. SrEAKER— 

The Senate bas passed the following entitled bill: 

An act to provide for organizing and diseiplining. the militia 
of this State, , 

In which the concurrence of the House is desired. 


Mr. Irby, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: . 


Mr. SezAKER—- | ! 

The committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave td report that 
they have examined the following enrolled „bill and find the 
saine correctly enrolled, and‘have ‘presented them to His Ex- 
cellency. the Governor for his approval and signature, to-wit : 

An act entitled an aet to authorize the Probate Clerks in 
- this State to record’ anew any deeds, or other instruments 
required by law to be‘recorded, when the records have been 
lost, mutilated or destroyed. 

On motion of Mr. Upshaw, 

The House, proceeded -to the consideration of Senate mes- 
sages, and took up the Senate: bill to be entitled.an act to pro- 

vide for organizing and disciplining the militia of this State, 
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Was read twice under’ E of the rules and referre 


to the-committee of. the Whole, 
Mr. Thompson in the chair. 


After sometime spent therein, . 
The committee rose and reported the bill back to the Hou 


and stated that the committee — itself without a quorw 


On motion of Mr. Barton, 
The House took a recess'until 74 o lock. to-night b. 


T$ O'CLOOK, P. M. 


Recess having expired, the House resumed its session. 
On a call of the roll à quorum appeared. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The House resblved itself into committee ef the Whole, 
Mr. Thompson in the chair. 


After some time spent therein, l 
The committee rose and reported the bill back to | 


House, with sundry amendments, with the rocommendat 
that fhe bill as amended do pass. i 

The report was received and agreed to. 

Amendments of the committee | of the Whole: 

1. Amend sec. 7 by striking out “17” and insert “18.” 

Mr. Ross moved to lay the ‘amendment on ‘the table, wl 
proposition was decided in the negative by yeas andn 
called for by Messrs. Bradford, Gulley and Prewitt: 

Yuras—Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, .Boon, Bro 
Cunningham, Daniel, Eskridge, Fowler, Falconet, y 

race, Isom, Lewers, Minter, ‘Murdock, McLemore, Mc} 
Owen, Ross, Staples, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw and \ 
Son—98. 

- Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arnold, Barton, Clark, Car 
Deason of Jones, Fox, Foxworth, Gully, Gowan. High, ] 
don, Irby, Johnson of "Wilkinson; J ohnson of ‘Tippah, Mc 
Max well, MeKay of Neshoba, McLaurin, MeElroy, P 
Pinson; Pr ewitt, Rogers, Seal of Harrison, Shelley, Stub 
Smith, Wells, Wier and "Wynne--80. - T 

Mr. Toby moved that the amendment- -þe adopted, W 
was déeided in the affirmative. 

. Amendment 2: In sec. 29, amend rinse «also cc 
Treasurers, and the Registers and Receivers. of land of 
` all operatives employed in: cotton: and. wodleén-factories, 
foundries and furnaces, and all persons engaged in.the r 
facture of salt who manufacture twenty: bastigle per day 
' Which were adopted: 
' Mr. Watson offered the following amendment: D. d 
Strike out all after-the word. “operators” i in 4th line of 


section. 5 
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Pending which, 
On motion of Mr. J ohnson,.of Wilkinson, " o- 
The . House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 


> 4 > 


, WEDNESDAY, Dec. 9, i863: 


House met pursuant to ad Tournmant: l , 

Prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Lyon... zi 
' On motion of Mr. Bar ton, l 

The reading of the journal of yestérday was dispensed 
with. 

Mr. Thompson by leave, made the following report from 
the committee on Ways and Means. 

Ma. SPEAKER 

The committee of Ways and Means, to ETT was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act supplimentary to an act entitled 
an act better to provide for the families of our soldiers, 
approved January 3d, 1863, with instructions to report a 
bill ‘prohibiting thé production of -cotton beyond. a fixed 
. amount, have instructed me to report a bill to carry: out the 
instructions of. the: House, to be entitled an act to encourage 
the production of grain and provisions, and recommend that 
the same do pass. 

The bill reported hy the committee was read twice under 
a suspension of the rules. . 

Mr, Bradford movéd to amend, by exempting the counties 
of Bolivar, Coahoma, Tunica, Washington, Issaquena, Mar-. 
shall, Simpson, N ewton,. Harison, Hinds, DeSoto, Tippah and 
Amite.. 

On motion: of Mr. J paon of Wilkinson, 

The, bill and amendments. were laid on the. fable. 

Mr, Irby from the committee on Enrolled’ Bills. made thé 
following report-. 

Mr. SPEAKER— 

The committee on Eürolled Pills beg levé to report that: 
they have examined the following enrolled bill, found the 
same correctly enrolled, and have presented it to his Excel- 
leney the: "Governor. for his approval and signature, to wit: 


An acs entitled an act for the'relhef.of the Mississippi ` 


State troops captured at Vicksburg... 
The follawing communication was “presented to the House 
by the Speaker ; PM PP TM 
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: ‘ TREASURER’s OFFICE, ` 
| . Columbus December 8th, 1863; 
To the House of Representatives : 3s 

In answer to your resolution, adopted on the "th inst., 
calling for amount of receipts and disbursements, and the 
kind of funds on hand, in detail, I respectfully submlt the 
following, viz : E : 

The reason why I have not given you a detailed state- 
ment of the receipts and disbursements of my office for the 
last two years, is that I have not posted up my books for 
some time since, owing to the fact that I had no disburse- 
ment book, and could not procure one. This [fully explained 
to the committee on the Treasur.r’s Office. T ordered a 
book of Capt. Julienne in March last. -I submit his certifi- 
cate, which will explain itself. The disbursement vouchers. 
are now in my office, and it will take at least sixty days to. 
post them up. In my report of the 9th of November, I 
said : 

“T regret that I.cannot give you a’ more detailed and 
elaborate view of the operations of this Department. The 
want of time to prepare it, and other causos, prevent my 
doing so. <4 

Since coming to Columbüs I have obtained a temporary 
book to enter up my receipts and disbursements, and will 
have it done in time for the examination of your commis- 
sioner. In regard to.the amount and: kind of money on 
hand, I have to say, that it would take me at least thirty 
days to count and make a list of it. There is in Montgom- 
ery, Ala., twelve boxes of specie and one large box full of 
paper money, so you will:see that it is impossible for me to 
count the mohey and give you a list of the kind on hand, 
&nd amounts before the adjournment of your session. 

Your commissioner to examine my office will soon be: 
appointed, and I shall urge him to give in-his report all the 
information you desire in your résolution; All Task isa 
fair e&amination by your commissioner; 

M. D. HAYNES,’ 
State Lreasurer. 

This is to certify that M. D. Haynes, State Treasurer, 
ordered a disburement book to be made early in the Spring, 
and upon his order I completed said book and hàd it ready. 
for delivery, but the Yankees came'to the city and destroyed 
all my books, machinery &c., together with book ordered by 
Col. Haynes. S LASS i 

Given under my. hand this 6 day of November, 1863. 

| |» - L JULIENNE: - 

Mr. Powe called up the bill to be entitled an act to'author- 

-ize the State Treasurer to receive from the delinquent Tax 
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collectors of the. several eountios in this State, the military 
bonds or notes falling due, Ist-J anuary1863—4, in payment 
of the amounts. due from them on account of ‘the military 
Tax for the year 1861,the passage of which was TECO 
od on the 24ih of November last. 

The question then recurred on the p:ssage of the ‘bill, 
which was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays 
being .called for by Messrs. ‘Gully, Seal, of Harison, and 
Stubbs of Smith... 

Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arnold, Bradford, a 
Boon, Cunningham, Deason of Jones, Danicl, Fowler, Fox, 
Fort, Gowan, “Isom, Irby, Jackson, Johnson of Willner, 
Johnson of T ppah, Lewers, Minter, Moore, Morehead, Max- 
well, Murdock, McLemore, McNeil, Owen, Pounds, "Powe, - 
Prewitt, Rucks, Ross, Staples, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw, 
Wier, Watson, and Wynne.— 88. 

Nays Messrs. Barton, Clark, Eskr idge, Foxworth, Fal- 
coner, Gully, Gray, High, Hendon, McKay of Neshoba, 
McLaurin, McElroy, Pope, Pinson, Rogers, Seal of Hancock, 
Shelley, Stubbs of Smith and Wells.—19. _ 

The bill passed, the title standing as stated: 

The following message was received from the Senate: 

Mr. SPEARER— 

The Senate have passed the following bills and resolu- 
tions, to wits . 

A bill to be entitled an act to pease for the benefit of 
Moses E. Enocbs. 

A bill entitled an act to. provide for the payment of the 
claims of deceased soldiers. 

A bill entitled an act to authorize the Probate J aide of 
Lowndes county to appoint a receiver for the absent 
| FeRateon of Dr. Samnel B. Malone. 

, A resolution requiring the Public Printer to publish the 
acts and journals of the last called puree also passed the 
following House bills, to wit: 

House bill entitled an. act for the relief of Isham Dansby, 
of Newton county. 

A House bili en titled an -act to: regulate the pay of 


 legisters and Receivers of the several land offices of the ' 


State. 


À House bill. entitled | an act for the relief of "honus J.. 
l'ortson. 


-A House bill entitled. an act to: amend an act. entitled an | 


act to amend the laws in relation to the State University. 

A House bill entitled an act.for' the relief of C. E. iur- 
phree of Calhoun county, 

A House bill entitled an act to amend an act entitled an 
act to amend the char ter of ‘the ‘Columbus Life and General 
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Insurance company, and the Mississ' ppi Mutual Insurance 
Jompany, approved January 25th, 1862. ! : 
The Senate have agreed .to the: recommendation of the | 
committee of Conference on the disagreement of the two 
Houses on the Senate -amendment to House substitute for 
Senate re:olution, requesting eur Congressmen to have Con- : 
federate money made a legal tender, thereby receeding from ` 
their said amendment. 

Senate have passed a House billentitled an act for the rə- 
lief of William Beacham, of. Itawamba ‘county, and. for 
other purposes. 

The 3enate'refüses to concur in the report of the: Con- 
ference committee on the disagreement of the two Houses 
on House substitute to Senate bill entitled an act to punish 
the offense of harboring or concealing deserters from the 
Confederate aud State servicé, and for other purposes. 

The Senate have passed a Honse pill entitled a bill com-: 
pellng Railroads to be responsible for fr eight and ‘baggage, 

Passed with amendments, 

A House bill entitl d an act to authorize the Board of 
Potice of Winston county to borrow mony &t. i 

Passed with amendments. 

The Senate have concurred in House substitute for Senate 
resolution of confidence. : 

Mr. Seal, of Harison, cailed up the military, bil}. the ques- 
tion pending on adjournment last night, viz: ` 

The amendment offered by Mr ‘Thompson, to strike out 
the word operators in 4th line. 

. Mr, Seal, of Harison, offered the following substitute for 
sec. 29. 

^ Be it further enacted, That the following" named ‘per 

sons, and none others, shall be exempt from mm duty 

in this State, to wit: 

State "Treasurer and Clerk, Auditor and "Clerk, Secretary 
of State and Clerk, members of the State Legislature, 
Judges of the High Court of Errors and Appeals and clerk 
of said court, Att rney General, Judges and-clerks of the 
Circuitand Probate Courts s, District attorneys, Boards of Police, 
Sheriffs and Assessors, county Treasurer, Telegraphic opera- 
tors, Railroad Agents and employees, commissioners for the 
dist tribution of the indigent fund, ministers of the Gospel 
who have been following said . occupation: for the Jast three 
years, Registers and Receivers in the land offices, all persons 
who are actually employed in teaching | and have a school 
of twenty scholars or more, (music teachers ate mot- exempt,) 
and who have pursued their vocation for fiye years next be- 
. fore the passage of this act, one Blacksmith for each Police 
— District, provided that they has "e been engaged as such for 
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the last three years, all Physicians who kie Dos engaged ` 
in their regular profession for the last seven years, all. Tan- 
nors who have five vats, ånd those employed. on behalf of - 
the Confederate Government, all Shoemakers who have 
been so employed as à trade for the last five -years, all 
employees in the State Asylums, all persoris employed in or- 
about the Penitentiary, all persons engaged in the manufac- 
turé.of cotton and wollen’ cards and cloth, all persons 
engaged in the iron foundaries, all persons engaged i in mak- | 
ing salt when there is produced twenty bushels and up- -` 
wards, per day, which was, : 

On motion of Mr. Falcone’, : 

‘Laid on the table, by yeas and nays being called for 
by Messrs Murdock, Watson and Fort. 

Yras—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Bradford, 
Boon, Barton, Brown, Cunningham, Daniel, Fowler, Fox, 
Falconer, Fort, Grace, Hendon, Isom, Irby,J ackson, J ohnson 
of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Lewers, Morehead, 
Maxwell, McLaurin, McNiel, Pounds; Powe,‘ Rucks, Ross, 
Staples, ‘Stephens, Thompson, Wells, -Wier, Watson and 
Wynne.—36. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bestor, Deason of Jones, Eskridge, Fox- 
worth, Gowan, High, Minter, Murdock, McKay of Neshoba, 
l McElroy, Owen, "Pope, Pinson, Prewitt, Rogers, Seal of 
Hancock, Seal of Harrison, Stubbs of Smith and Upshaw. —19, 
» Mr. ‘Thompson moved to amend the. pending: amcndment 
by striking out all after the word law. 

Mr. Fox moved to lay thé amendments on thetable which 
was decided in the negitative, by yeas and nays called for 
by Messrs. Thompson, Gowan and Seal of Harrison. 

- Yisas—Messrs. Barton, Clark, Carroll, Deason of Jones, 
Eskridge, Fox, Foxworth, Gulley, Gowan, High, Hen- 
don, Irby, Johnson of Tippah, Lewers, Murdock, McKay of . 
Neshoba, McElroy, Owen, Pope, Pinson, Rogers, Seal of 
Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Stubbs of Smith, Wells, 
` Wier and Wynne,—28, 

Navs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Br adford, 
Bestor, Boon, Brown, Cunningham, Daniel, Fowler Falconer, ' 
F'ort, Grace, Isom, Jackson, | Johnson of Wilkinson, Minter, 
Moore, Morehead, Maxwell, McLemore, McNeil, Pounds, 
Prewitt, Rucks, Ross, Staples, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw 
and .Watsoh.—32. 

Mr. Weir moved a reconsideration of the ‘vote by which’ 
«the House reconsidered the vote by which it adopted the 7 
amendment to sec. 7, striking out 17 and inserting 18, which | 
was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Stepheris moved a reconsideration of. the vote m 
ing the amendment to sec. 29, exempting county Treasurers , 
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and Registers and receivers of the land offices, which was 
decided in the affirmative. i 

Mr. Eskridge moved a reconsideration of the vote adopt- 
ing the amendment exempting operators in cotton and - 
woolen factories, iron foundaries and furnaces, and all manu- 
facturers of salt who make 20 bushels per day, which was 
decided in the afirmative; by yeas‘and nays being called for 
by Messrs, Murdock, Barton and Carroll. e 

Yzras—Messrs. Allen, Besto Boon, Brown, Cukningham, , 
Daniel, Eskridge, Fowler, Fox, Falconer, Fort, Grace, Isom, 
Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson .of Tippah, Lewers, 
Minter, Morehead, Maxwell, McLaurin, Owen, Rogers, Ross, 
Staples, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw, Wier, Watson and 
W yune.—31. 2 | 

Navs—Messrs. Arnold, Bradford, Barton, Clark, Carroll, 
Deason of Jones, Foxworth, Gulley, Gowan, High, Hendon; 
Jackson, Moore, Murdock, McLemore, McKay of Neshoba, 
McElroy, VeNiel, Pope, Pounds, Powe, Pinson, Prewitt, 
Seal of Harrison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Stubbs of Smith 
and Wells.—28, & i 

Mr. Johnson, of Tippah, moved to lay the amendment on 
the table, striking out 17, and inserting 18, in sec. 9, which 
was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays called for: 
by Messrs. Barton, Hendon and Fox. 

YEgaAs—Messrs, Allen, Bradford, Bestor, Boon, Brown, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Eskridge, Fowler,’ Faleoner, Fort, 
Grace, Isom, Johnson of Tippah, Lewers, Minter, Maxwell, 
Murdock, McLemore, MeNeil, Owen, Powe, Rogers, Ross, 
Staples, Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw, Weir, Watson and 
W ynne.—31. | 

Navs—Messrs, Arnold, Barton, Clark, Carroll, Deason of 
Jones, Fox, Foxworth, Gully, Gowan, High, Hendon, Irby, 
Jackson, Johnson of Wilkinson, Morebead, McKay of 
Neshoba, MeLaurin, McElroy, Pope, Pounds, Pinson, 
Prewitt, Seal of. Harison, Seal of Hancock, Shelley, Stubbs 
of Smith and Wells.—29, l 

On motion of Mr. Stephens, 

All the other amendmenis reported by the committe of the 
Whole, | i 

Were laid on the table. : 

Mr. Arnold offered the following amendment : 

Amend sec. 29, by adding after the word law in the third. 
line, provided that members of the Legislature shall not be : 
exempt. mE " po 

Mr. Stephens moved to lay the amendment on the table, . 
' which was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays - 
being called for by Messrs. Barton, Murdock and Carroll. 
Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Bradford. Bestor, Barton, Brown; ' 


` 
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~ _ which the concurrence-of the House is desir ed: 
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Clark, Gasca Deason' of Jones, Eskridge, Foxworth, 
Grace, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Lewers, 
Minter, Morehead,. Maxwell, McLemore, Owen, Pope, Pin- 
son, Rueks, Rogers, Ross, Seal of Harrison; Seal of ‘lancock, 
Shelley, Stubbs of Smith, Weir, Watson and "Wynrie.—836.' 

NAvs-—Messrs. Ar nold, Boon, Carroll, Daniel, Fowler, Fox, 
Falconer, Fort, Gulley, Gowan, High, Hendon, Isom, Trby, 
Jackson, Moore, Murdock, McKay of Neshoba, MeLaurin, 
McElroy, Pounds, ‘Powe, Prewitt, Staples, Stephens, ROSE 
son, Upshaw and Wells.—28. 

The bill was then. read the third time:and passed by yeas. 


‘and nays called for by Messrs. Gowan, Gulley and Jackson. 


YzaAs—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Bradford, Bestor, 
Boon, Brown, Daniel, Eskridge, Falconer, Fort, Grace. Isom, 
Irby, Johnson of Wilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Lewers, 
Minter, Maxwell, McLemore, McLaurin, Owen, Pope, Powe, 


© Rueks, Rogers, "Ross, Staples, Stephens, Upshaw, Weir, 
. Watson and Wynne. —82. 


Nays—Messrs. Arnold, Barton, Clark, Cunningham, Car- 
roll, Deason of Jones, "Fowler, Fox, Foxworth, Gulley, 
Gowan, High, Hendon, Jackson, Moore, Morehead, Mordock, 
McKay of Neshoba, McElroy, McNeil, Pinson, Prewitt, Seal 


of Harison, Seal of Eancock, ‘Shelley, Stubbs b Smith, o 


Thompson and Wells.—28. . » t 

The bill passed without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Rucks, 

The order of business was suspended, and he introduced a 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize the State Treasurer to 
employ a clerk, 

The rules were suspended, the bill read the third time and 
passed, the title standing as stated. 

The following message was received from the Gorana 

Executive OFFICE, }. 
" Columbus, Dec. 9, 1868. i 
Mr. SPEAKER — 
I am instructed by his Excelleuy the Governor, to inforin 


. the Howe that he did on the 8th inst., sign and approve the - 


following House bills, entitled 

An aet to provide for the punishment of persons falsely 
representing themselves as Gévernment Agents. 

An act, to authorize the Probate Clerks in this State to 
record anew any deeds or other instruments required by law 
to be recorded, when the d have: been lost, mutilated 
or destroyed. 

The following message was received from the Senate : : 
Mr. SPEAKÉR— ` 

The Senate have adopted the following joint resoltions i in 
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Resolution of thanks to the citizens of Columbus: 

Resolution. making an.appropriation to the Chistian, 
Church of Columbus. 

And have passed a bill entitled ` 

An act to define and regulate the charges iraa to be 

made by Railroad Companies i in this State for freight: and 
NO and for other purposes. | 

And have passed House bill entitled e 

An act for the relief ofthe Ist battalion of Mississippi State’ 
Troops, commanded by Maj. Harper, ; 

With an amendment by way of additional section, in which 
the concurrence of the House is desired. 

The House proceeded with Senate messages: 

Senate amendments to House bills entitled . 

An act compelling Railroads to be responsible for freight 
and baggage; and 

An act to authorize the Board of Police of Winston county” 
to borrow money, &e., : 

Were concurred in. 

Senate bill to be entitled " 

An act to provide for fhe payment of the ciaims of deceag- 
ed soldiers, 

Was read three several times, the: rulés being sus -.-vled, 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate joint resolution in relation: to public printin- , 

Was read twice under suspension of. the rss, and 
concurred in by the House. , 

Senate bill to be entitled \ 

An act to authorize the judge of the Probate c urt of 
Lowndes county to appoint areceiver dd the rid legatees 
of Dr. Samuel B. Malone, 

Was read three several times, under a. “suspension of the 
rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

Senate bill to be ‘entitled 

An act for the benefit of Moses E. Enochs, 

Was read three several times under a suspension rea 
the rules, and passed, the title standing as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Deason of Jones, 


The House adjourned until 3 0 "lock, P. M. 


u 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. ^ 

The following message was received from the Senate: : 
Mr. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed the following entitled House bills, 
to-wit: 
A bill to be entitléd 
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. -An apt amendatory of the Revenue Laws of this State, 

^ With amendments thereto, in which the House is asked to 
concur. j 

The Senate hase agreed to the report of the committee of 


conference on the disagreement of the two Houses on the ` 


Senate substitute for House bill entitled 

An aet to procure cotton and wool eards for the indigent 
families of soldiers and the citizens of this State, and for other 
purposes, . : ` 

And have passed à House bill entitled 

An act for the relief of families of soldiers in. ‘the counties 
therein named, and for other purpgses. 

Mr. Seal of Har rison, from the committee of ee ‘ence, 
made.the-following report : 
Mr. SPEAKER— , - 

The joint committe of confer ence to whom was referred a 
bill entitled 

An act to procure cotton and wool cards and other articles, 
have had.the same under consideration and have instruc 
me to report that they have ‘agreed. to adopt the Senat 
‘amendments to the House bill, and recommend that the same 
be so adopted, and that-the report be agreed to, &oc. 

Which report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Falconer introduced the following resolution: 

Résolved, That the cammittee on Claims be instructed to 
allow the State printer.for printing. done during the present 


session of the leg islature compensation allowed by ihe act en- | 


titled 
* An act to repeal section 9, chapter 6, of the revised code, 
so far the same provides compensation for the public printer, 
and for other purposes. 

Which was adopted. 


Senate” joint nesoluyion making an appropriation to the 


' Christian Church, - 
“Was read twice alae a suspension. of the rules. and 


ps Fere to the committee on Claims. 


Sehate.joint resolution of thanks to the citizens of Colum. 
bus, 


curréd in. ; ; 


"The House: Gna in Senaté amendment to House bill : 


to.be entitled . é 


. An act for the relief of the. first- raia Mississippi State 


troops; commanded while i in service by Maj. Harper. 
Senate bill-to-be entitled . . 


An act to define and: regulate the charges hereafter to be | 
: made by: Railroad: companies in this State "for freight or pas-! 


sage, and for. other purposes, , 


7> 


"Was taken up, ie rules suepouees and the resolution con- : 


Ty dto ita 
7 * 
- H 
H 


ME ES ces a es 
Bisa es 


E 


ux 


318 

Was read ihrds sever ii times under suspe ension of the rules 
and passed, the title standing as stated. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Senate 
amendments to the House bill to be entitled 

An act amendatory of the Revenue laws of this State, 

And on motion of Mr. Thompson, the House refused to con- 
cur in said amendments. 

Mr. Murdock from the committee on Claims made the fol- 
lowing report : 
Mn. SPEAKER— i 

The joint committe on Claims to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled ` 

An act-to authorize the removal of thé records and , papers 
belonging to any court of record and for other purposes, 

Have had the same under consideration and instructed me 
to report the bill back to tle House, with a recommendation 
that it be passed. 

The report was received and agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

The éommittee on Claims to whom was referred a bill to be: 
entitled 

An act to provide for the payment of certain informal claims 
against the State of Mississippi, 

"Have had same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass 

The report was received and agreed to. ^ ^ ` à 

The bill was read the third time and passed, the title stand- 
ing as stated. | 

: The committee on Enrolled Bills, through Mr. Irby, made 
the E report: ROS 
MR. SPEAKER— 

Tho pea on Enrolled Bils beg leave to report that . 
they have examined the following enrolled bills, found the 
sime correctly enrolled, and have presented them to his 
Excellency, the Governor, for his approval and signature, 
to-wit: 

An act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend the charters of the Columbus Life and General Insu- 
rance Company, and the Mississippi Mutual ee Com- - 
pany, approved January 25, 1862. | 

An act entitled an act to amend an act éntitled an act to 
amend the laws in relation to the State University. 

An act entitled an io for the relief of. Isham Darisby, of 
. Newton county. 

An act entitled an act dot the relief of Williám Beacham, 
of Itawamba county, and for other purposes, e 
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LI 
- An act entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Forton: 
An act entitled an act to regulate the pay of Registers and / 
Receivers of tlie several land ‘offices of this State. 
Also a joint regolution of confidence in his Excellency; Pres 


ident Davis. 


The Speaker pr resented the following communication : 
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the Hoüse 
of Representatives, having been requested by a jóint resolu- 


tion of the two Houses to appoint two commissioners to ex- 


amine the Auditor's and Treasurer's offices, have performed 
the duty by the appointment of Wm. H. Brown, of Hinds, 
and Felix LaBauve, of DeSoto county, and ask-the ratification 
of the two Houses. ` d 

Mr. Murdock, from the committee on Claims, made the fol- 
lowing report: ; 
Mn. SPEAKER— 


The committee on -Claims to whom was referred an act for ` 


the relief of John Vernon, Sheriff of Monroe county, have. 
considered the same and have instructed me to report it back 
ta the House with the recommendation that it do not pass. 

The report was received aud agreed to. 

Mr. Murdock introduced: a bill to be entitled . 

An act to exempt operatives in cotton and woolen factories 


and iron foundries, from militia duty, - 


Which was read three several times under a suspension of, 
the rulés and passed, the title standing as stated., 

Mr; Minter, from a committee of Conference, made the fol- 
lowing r epórt: 
Mr. SPEAKER— ; 

The committee of: Conference to whom was referred the 
bill for the encouragement of the manufacture of cotton cards, 


. have instructed me to report that they have agreed to restrict 


the price at which said cards shall be sold, for no more than 


' $20 per pair, and recommend the concurrence of the House 


in the Senate amend ment. 
Report received and agreed to. A 
^ Mr. Houston, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitléd 
An act to increase the salary of the Probate J uige of Mon- 


; roe county, , 


* 


"Which was redd ‘three several times under a suspension of 
the rules and passed, the title standing.as stated. — *. 

Mr. Rücks introduced. a bill to be entitled | | 

An act to exempt county Treasurers from military duty, 

Which was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

Mri Bestor moved:to amend by extending the provisions of 


this bill to Registers and Receivers of Land offices, 


hich was ‘adopted. : 


The rule was suspended, the bill read the third timé and. 
passed, tho title E as stated. 1 
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- On motion of Mr. Lewers, : 

The committee on Claims was instructed to insert in appro- 
priation bill an item giving the Ser geant-at-Ari ms. and Door- 
keeper $100-eath for their attention ‘at this ` session of: the 
Legislature.. 

Mr. Arnold introđuced a joint re esolution instructing our 
Senators and requesting our Repr esentatives in Congress to 
inquire of the War Dep partment why it 15 necessary to keep a 
Brigadier General, with a large’ staff of ‘able-bodied young 
men, and two batteries of ar tillery at Columbus, Miss., while 
the.enemy are more than 100. miles North of said city, and 
the army requires soldiers-in the field. l 

Mr. High introduced a bill to be entitled 

An act for the relief of Thomas A. Mitchell, of Pontotoc 
county, 

Which was read three several times and passed, the title 
standing as stated. 

Mr. Murdock, from the committee on Claims, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

Mn. SPEAKER— 

The joint committee on Claims herewith beg leave to re- 
port the various elaims referred to them, and have included 
the samein a general appr opriation bill with the recommenda- 
tion that the same do pass. 

- Your committee would state that the Governor has advised 
them that the sum of three millior s of dollars will be needed 
for the purpose of military. defense during the ensuing year; 
but ‘your committee were not until alate hour of this day 


aware that this appropriation was to come through them, and 


therefore state the facts for the information ‘of the House. 
The bill accompanying said report entitled an set making 
certain appropriations therein named, was read twice. 
. On motion, 
'The House resolved itself into edmmittes of the Whole on 
said bill, 
Mr. Seal, of Har rison, in the chair. 
After some time spent therein, 


æ 
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The committee rose, reported the bill back to o the House » 


with sundry amendments,. and recommended that the bill as 
amended do pass. ; 


The amendments of the conimittee of the Whole making. 


an appropriation of $100 to George Miller, messenger of the 
House; and 825 to each of the two’ pages, were concurred i in. 

‘Mr. Lewers offered the following resolution: '. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House are’ due, T aré 
hereby tendered, to thé resident. ministers ôf the various de- 
nominations of, the city of Columbus, for their: ‘punctual at- 
tendance and courtesy i in Opening: the ‘daily sessions of this 


t 
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House, during the present session of the Legislature,. with . 


prayer. . Which was adopted. 
Mr. Powe ‘offered the following resolution: 


ios 


Resolved. ‘That the thanks of ibis House are due, and: are ; 


hereby tendered to.the Hon. L. E.-Houston, Speaker of the 
House, for the able, courteous, digni^ed and impartial man- 
ner in which he has presided over its delibe: rations, 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Seal, of Harrison; offered yaselut ons of thanks 


to R. C. Miller clerk of - -the House, &., to the .assis-- 


tant clerks and pages. On motion of Mr Barton, à 
- The House adjourned till 7 o’clock, P. M. : 


-H 0 CLOCK P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
' The follo wing message was received from the Senate: 
Mr. SPEAKER— 


The Senate have passed the following entitled House bills: P: 


A bill to be entithed an act to ‘authori ize the State Treasur- 
er to receive from the delinquent Tax Oollectors of the 
several coudtiés in this State the m*itary bonds or notes 
falling due 1st January, 1863 --4, in payment of the amount 
due them on account of the miliary Tax for the year 1861. 

A House bill entitled an act to increase the salary of the 
Probate Judge.of Itawamba county. 

A House bil entitled an act to increase the salary of the 
Probate Judge of Monroe eounty. .. 

; The Sen: te insist on ther amendments to ‘House vill enti- 
tled an act amendatory of the revenue laws of this S:ate. . 

A House bill entitled an act to authorize the Sate 
Treasurer to employ a tle: k. 

The Senate have agreed.to the repbrt of the committee 
of Cunference on the disag-eeing vote of the two .Hou-es on 


the Senate amendmént to House bill entitled an act to en-: 
coura:ze-the manufacture of cotton and wool cards &c., the. 


Senate thereby receediug from their said amendments. 
. The Senate have this day ratified and confirmed the ap- 
poiniments of.Messrs. Wm. H. Brown, of Jackson, and 


Felix LaBauve, of DeSoto, as commissioners to examine the ` 


offices of the Auditor of Pablic Accounts and State Treasurer, 
provided for in an aet passed. by the present*Legisi aturo, 


made by. the President of the Senate and epee of ihe 


House. 
Senate have me Hous bill entitled an act, ios exempt 


county "reasurers from military: duty. 


The Judiciary committee reported favorably on a bili to 
be entitled an. act to provide for the exemption of certain 
officers from service in the provisional army Qr the Confed- 


` erate States. 


The bill was then réad third time winder : a darn of 
the rules and passed, the title standing as stated. 
Mr. Thompson from the committee of Ways and Means 
made the following report: 
H—21 
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Mr, SPEARE 


The com mitte e of Ways and Mens have instructed me to 
ort a "bil i to be entitled an aet making app: Opriations for 
ulitary service for tho next fiscal year s and recommend the 
same do pass. 

The bill was read twice under a suspension of the rules and 
referred to the committee of the Whole. : 

Mr. Bradford m the chair. 

Atter some time spent therein, 

The coramittee rose and reported the bill back to the 
Jicuse and recommended its passage. 

. ine report was received and agreed to. : 

he bill read the third time under a suspension of the 
reies und passed, the titlestanding as stated. 
Riv, MOEARNXBR— 

The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
82 much or the Governors messace as relates to the salaries 
of publie officers, have had the same ander consideration, 
aud have instructed me to report a bill to be entitled an act 
to increase the salary of certain officers therein named, and 
tc recommend the same do pass. 

The report y was received and agreed to. 
Thegbll was read three several times. under a suspension of 
to rules, aud passed, the title standing as stated. 

Afr, Upshaw by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled -an 
ont to authorize the distillation of grain, and for other pur- 
poses. Was read twice under a suspension of the rules. 

Air. Wicr offered to amend by exempting Tippah county 

Fro: n tho operations of th's act. 

Which was, on motion, laid on the table. ` 

On motion of Mr. U "pshaw, the bill was then read a third 
time under a suspension of the rules. 

Messrs. Barton, Guiley and Stubbs of Smith, called for 
ihe yeas aad nays on the passage of the bill. 

Ys ; AST Mr . Speaker, Messrs. Allen, Arnold Bradford, 
les! or, Boon, Brown, Cunningham, Deason of Je ones, Daniel, . 
NE rie ge Fox, Falconer, Fort, Grace, High, Hendon, Isom, 

Hn 


* 


Lewer S, M ardoek, 1 McLemor e, McLaurin, Owen, Pounds, 
Powe, Rucks, Ross, Stephens, Thom pson; Upshaw, Wells; 
Watson and Wynne. —37. 

Nays— Messrs. Barton, Clark, Carr oll, Fowler, Gulley, 
Gowan, Minter, Moore, Maxwell, MeKay of Neshobs, 
Me Elroy, Pope, Staples, Stubbs of Smith and Wier. -—18. - 

The bill passed, thé title standing as stated. 

Mr. Fort intrcduced a bill to be entitled, - 

An act to punish persons falsely claiming to be in ihe 
army of the Confederate States or of the State. ' 

Which was read three:several times under a ‘suspension of 
the roles and-passed, the title standing as- stated. ' 

The House took-up the Senate message in relation to the 
revenue bill—the Senate fisistéd on thet. amendments. 

: The House adhered to their refusal to concur in the ainend- 
ments of the Senate, and asked for'a'comiüittee of'Confer- 
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The chair appointed Messrs. Thompson, Bestor, Bradford, 
Shelley and Hendon. = : 

Mr. Racks called from the ‘order of. tho day the Senate 
joint resolution granting leave of absence to” Hon .J- 8. 
Hamm Judze, and S. M. "Mori District Attorney, of 6th 
Judicial District, The resolution was concurred in. l 

The following message was rec seived from the Senate: 

MB. SPEAKER— 

The Senate have passed a House bill entitled an act for 
the relief of T. A, Mitehell, of Pontotoc county. 

The House then took u p the appropriation bill. 

"The bill was read the third time and passed, the title stand- 
ing as stated. —— . 

The following message was indien trom theca mate: 

. SPHAKER— 

"The Senate has passed the following aa bill: 

An act to provide for the exemption of certain ‘officers 
from service in the paovisional army of the Confederate. 
States 
l The Senate'agreo to arcommittee of Conference on the 
disagreement of the two Houses odi Senate amendments .to 
House bill entitled an act amendatory of the Revenue laws 
of this State, and have appointed Messrs. Oliver, Griffin and 
Hamilton as shid committee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Murdock. introduced a qn resolution to authorize the 
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Ivepre- 
sentatives, to sign an act making certain appropriations, and 
an act amendatory. of‘ the Revenue laws of this State, with- 
out their being duly enrolled. 

Which was ‘adopted under a suspension of the rules. 

. Mr. Falconer introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the following be 
adopted as a joint standing rule of the two Houses: | 

No motion to re- -consider shall be in order, unlesswnade 
immediately succeeding the reading of the journal on the 
morning after the day on which the ; subject matter of the 
motion was disposed of. Which was read once. "d 

- The Conference committee on an: act amendatory of the. 
Revenue laws of the State, made the following report: ^ 
Mr. SpEaAKER—- | 

: The committee of. Conforenee c on the part of House-on the 
disagreeing votes on the bill entitled egn act amendatory. of 
the Kevenno laws of this State, have met the committee.of 
Conference on the part of the Senate, ahd upon conference 
have agreed to.make the following report, and recomend 
the, adoption of the same: 

“Phe Senate agrees to an amendment to the first amend- 
ment by adding at the end of the first. amendment, the 
words, “and which pays ‘three per cent, per annum,” and 
. the House committee with this-amendment agrees to recede 
from its disagreðment. The Senate agréés to recede from 
its second;gmendment. The Senate agrees to insert in the ` 
second line of the third amendment, after the word over, 
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the words, “one bale of" and in the samo. line’ after the 
word “ pounds of lint," and with this amendment the House 
committee agrees to recede from its disagreement: to the 
fourth amendment, 

Mr. Thompson moved that the report be received and 
agreed to.’ A division being. called for. the report was 
received. Question on agreeing. 


The Ilouse agreed to the report of the committee on the 


1st and 2d amendments. 
On the 3d amendment, in relation to the tax on cotton, the 


yeas aud nays were called for by Messrs. Seal of Harrison, | 


Gully and Rucks : : à 
YEAS 


Isom, Lewers, Minter, Maxw ell, Murdock, MeLaurin, MoNiel, 


Pounds, Powe , Staples, Shelley, Stephens, Thompson, Wells. 


and Watson—26. 

Navs—Messrs. Allen, Baard. Boon, Barton, Brown, 
Cunningham, Carroll; Daniel, Fort, Gully, Hendon, Irby, 
Johuson of W ilkinson, Johnson of Tippah, Moore, McLe- 
more, MeKay of , Neshoba, MeRElroy,: Owen, Rucks, Ross, 
Seal of Harrison, Stubbs of ‘Smith, U pshaw, Wier and 
VW ynne—26. 

There being-a tie the r eport was not concurred 1 1n as to the 
3d amendment. 

The House then concurred in the report as to the 4th 

amendment. 

. The following message was received from the Governor : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, j 
Columbus, Dec. 9, 1863. 
MR. SPEAKER 
1 am instructed Ww his Excelleny the Governor, to inform 
the Howe that he.has this day signed and approved the fol. 
lowirf& House bills and resolutions, entitled : 

An act for the relief of the Mississippi State Traops cap- 
tured at Vieksburg. 

An act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
. amend the charters of the Columbus Life and General Insu- 

ranee Company, and the Mississippi: Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany, approved January 95, 1862. > à 

An act entitled an. act for the relief of Isham Dansby, of 
Newton county.” ' 2 

An act entitled an act. for the relief of William Beacham, 
of Itawamba county, and for other purposes. ` 

An act entitled-an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend the laws in relation to the State University. 

*An act entitled an act to regulate the pay ‘of, Registers and 
Receivers of the several land offices of this State. 


* 


a 


Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arnold, Bestor, Clark, Deason 
of Jones, Eskridge, Fox; Falconer, Grace, Gow an, High, 


An act entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Fortson. 


An act for the relief of families of soldier us in the counties 
therein mentioned, and for other purposes: *_ 
An act compelling Railroad companies to be axons 
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An áck for thé relief of the 1st battalion of Mississippi $ State 
Troops, commanded by Maj. Harper. 

J oint resolution of ‘confidence in his Excellency, Pres- 
ident Davis. 

‘An act to authorize the Board of Police of Winston 
county to borrow money &c. 

An aet for the relief of Thomas A. Mitcheil, of Pontotoc. 

- An abt to increase the salary of the Pr obate Jud tge of Mon- 
roe county, 

„An act to-encourage the manufacture of cotton and wool 
cards in this State. 

An act to authorize the State Treasurer to employ a Clerk. 

An act to exempt county Treasurers from military duty. 

An act to authorize the State Treasurer to receive from 
the delinquent’ Fax collectors of the several counties in this 
State, thé military bends or notes falling due ist June, 
1863-4, in payment of the amounts duc from them. on ac- 
count of the military Tax for the year 1861. 

An aet to increase the salary of the Probate Judge of Ita- 
wamba county. 

An act to provide for the exemption of certain officers 
from service ia the provisional army of the Confederate States. 

An act to procure cotton and wool cards for indigent fami- 
lies of soldiers and citizens of this State. 

"The following message was received from the Senate : 

Mr. Spuaxer—The Senate have passed the following bill: 

An act making apprgpriations for the military service for 
the next fiscal year; . 

The Senate have concurred and agr ecd to the report of the 
committee of Conference on the. “disagreement of the two 
Houses on the Senate amendments to House bill entitled an 
act amendatory of the Revenue laws of, this State. 

The Senate have consented to second committee of Confer- 
ence on the disagreement of the two “Houses on the House 


bill eutitled am aet; amendatory of the Revenue laws of this ' 


State. Messrs. Wilson, Griffin and Hamilton are the commit: 
tee on the part of the Senate. | 

The.second committee of Conference on ‘the disagreement 
of the two Houses, made the. following _ Feport through Mr. 
Seal, of. Harrison: EE 
Mr. SPEAKER-—- `. ` 4 

The joint committee of . Conference “appointed upon the. 
three Senate. amendments to the House bill entitled an act, 
amendatory of the Revenue laws of the State, have had the 
same under considération. The committee have agreed that 
each planter shall be entitled to -raise: one bale of cotton, 
counting five hundred pounds of lint to the hand, and all over 
that'shalk pay a tax of four certs per pound in the seed, count- 
ing all as hands between the ages of 15 and 55 years. ~ 

| «the report was received. ^: 

- And on motion of Mr. Johnson, o£-W., laid on the.table. 

Mr. Hendon moved the reconsideration of the vote by which 


i 
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the House disagreed to the third n en: of the Senate, 
which was decided in the afirmative. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 
lin. SPEAKER— 

Thé Senate have agreed to and concurred in the | report b of 
the second committee of Couference on the disagreement of 
the two Houses a the House bill entitled an-act amendatory 
of the Revenue'laws of this State. NS 

‘She vote was then taken on agreeing to the report of the 
first committee of Conference, and decided jn the affirmative 
by yeas and nays called for by Messrs. Seal ae Harrjson, Bar- 
ton and Ross: 

Yras—Ar. Speaker, Messrs. rien Bestor, Book Clark, Dea- 
son of Jones, Eskridge, Fox, Falconer, Grace, Gow an, High, 
Hendon, Isom, Irby, Minter, Maxwell Murdock, : oLanrin, 
MeNiel, "Pounds, Powe, Staples, Shelley, Stephens, Thompson, 
Wells, Wier, Watson and W ynne.—30. 

N ays— Messrs. Arnold, Bradford, Barton, Brown, Cunning- 
ham, Carroll, Daniel, Fort, Gully, Johnson of Wilkinson, 
Johnson of "Tippah, Moor e, AMeLemore, Mckay of Neshoba, 
M o Owen, Pope, Ross, Seal of Harris. a Stubbs’ of 
Smith and U pshaw—21. 

Mr. Wi atson, from the J udiciary committee, reporte hack 
a bill to be entitied.an act for the relief of owners o: . ves 
impressed under an aet entitled'àn act to authorize i- *-im- 
pressment of slaves and other personal property ior = itary 
purposes, approved Jan. 3d, 186?. ° , i ; 

Mr. Irby moved a suspension of the rules to the +: chat 
the bill be read the third thne and passed, which wa: : ided - 
in the negative by yeas and s called for by Mess... Irby, 
Barton and Boon: . 

Y EAS—Mr Speaker ', Messrs. Boan, Bar to Ol Cuningham, 
: Carroll, Daniel, Falconer, Gowan, High; Isom, Irby, Johnson 

of W ilkinson, Moore, Maxwell, "MeN eil, Powe, Seal of Harri- 
son, Shelley, Upshaw, Watson and Wynne—22. 

Nays— Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Bradford, Bestor, Brown, 
Deason of Jones, Eskridge, Fox, Gully, Hendon, Jolson of 
Tippzh, Minter, Murdock, McLemore, McKay of Neshoba, | 
McLaurin, McElroy, Owen, Pope, Pounds, Rass, Stubbs of 
Smith, Stehens, Thompson, Wells and Weir—26. 

The following message was received from the.. ones 
Mr. SPEAKER— . 

. The Senate have deed their vote agrecing to. and. 
concurring in the report of thé second committee of Confer- ` 
ence on the disagreement of the two Houses on the House 

ill entitled an act amendatory of, the Revenue laws of this - 
State, and have again adopted ihe report of -the first commit- 
tec of Conference on said bill. 

The Senate have concurred in the House resolution nthe: 
‘izing the Speaker of the House and the President of tfe 
Senate to sign the original bills entitled an act making certain | 
appropriations. therein named, ‘and an aet entitled an act to 
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The following message was received from .the Governor: 

; Executive OFFICE, - 
' — Qolumbus, Dec. 9th, 1867.4 

1 am instructed by his Excellency the Governor; to inform 
the House that he did, on the 9th inst., sign and approve the 
following House bills entitled: 

An act t making certain appropriations for the mi litary service 
for the-next fiscal year. 

Adi aet entitled an act SECUN of the —á aws of 
this State. - 

The following message "was received from: the Senate: 

Mr. Spraxun—The Senate have passed House biil entitled 
An act making certain appropriations, with sundry amend- 
ments, in which the concurrence of the House is desired. 

The House concurred i in Ist Senate amendment, iuserting 
$2 for John Price for eups tirnished the Senate. Disagreed 
to'the amendnient for striking out ike appropriation to: S; M. 
Hamilton, 3d amendment. Striking out W. O. Worrell's ao-- 
. count for: desks $194,, and insert “$100, disngreed to, 4th 
amendmént, strike out W. €. Worrell’s extra as door-keeper, 
$100; 5th ‘amendment strike out G. Miller extra as messen- 
ger, disagreed to. ' 6th amend adding $25 to John E. Price, 
extra as page of the Senate ;—coneurred His 

Mr. SPzARER-—Tbe. Senate. recede ‘from their second and. 
third amendments to House bill.entitled an act making certain 
appropzintions, and insist on the fourth anid fifth amendments 
' to said bill. 

- The House receded from their disagreement to.5th and 6th 
amendments.to appropriation bill. d 

Mr. Irby, from: the: enmniplag - “on ‘Enrolled , ‘Bills © made 
the following report: 

Mr. SPEARER— | - 

'The committee on Enrolled Bills ‘þeg leave tò r eport that 
they have: examined. the followiug enrolled bill found the- 
same. “GORE eétly entolled, and bave submitted them to his“ 
Excolleney the Governor, for his approval and signature: 

-An act tọ be entitled an act to encourage the manufacture 
. of cotton. and: wool cards in this State. ^. 

sAn achto authorize.the Board of:Police of "Winston, Nox: 
ubée: and ‘Choctaw i counties, to borrow'money, &c., 

“An act to. procute éotton. and wool cards for the indigent 
families of soldiers And the eitizehs of this. ‘State, . and for other 
purposes; e ae 

' An aót for the rélief of fuinilies of soldiers in the ‘ointies 
therein named, arid for other purposes. : 
An; act conipelling Railroads to be. responsible foi freight 
and. baggage, EN 
"5 An aéb forthe rélief of the first. battaliin - Mississippi State 
treops; comimsnded: while in Service by Maj. Harper. 

An. act-to inerease the salary of thé ‘Probate Judge of Mon- 
roe county. | 

^An not for the relief of Thomas A. Mitchell, -of Pontotoc. 

An act atiendatory of the Revenue Laws of this State, 


' An act to authorize the State Treasurer to receive from the 
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delinquent tax collectors of the evel counties in this State 
the militar y bonds or notes falling ‘due the Ist of J une:1863 
and 1864, in. payment of the àmounts due from them on. ac- 
count of the. military tax for the year 1861.. - 

An act to e xempt county Treasurers from quilitary duty. 

An act to authorize the State Treasurer to employ a clerk. 

An. act.to increase the salary of the Pr obate J. udge of Ita- 
wamba county. 4 

An act to provide for the exemption of certain officers from 
‘service in the Provisional Army, of the Confederate States. 

An act making appropriations for the military service for 

the next fiscal year. 

An act making certain appropriations. 

The following message Was received from the Hauser $e 

Mr. SrrikERn—The Senate have  addpted the following 
joint resolution: = kA 

Resolved b A the Senate (the. House eoncuring,) dini 
committee of three on the part of the Senate and —— on the 
part of the House, be appointed to inform His. Excellency ilie 
Governor, that the two Houses having trarisacted’ the yusi- 
ness before them, are now ready. to adjourn, and to inquire of 
"His Excellency if he. has any fur ther communication in con 
nection with the Legis'ature. 

. The above resolution was taken up; the blank’ filled: with. r3 

and concurred in; and the speaker appointed as committee 
Messrs Upshaw, Jóhnson of. Wilkinson, Irby, Stephens and 
Brown. 

The following message Was. Pébeived from the. serio: : 

ExzcurivE Orricr, Columbus, Dec. 9, 1863; . 
Mz. Spraxer—The Governor has approved the. following o bill: , 

An act making certain appropriations, 

The committee appointed to wait-'on His. Excellency, ‘the 
Gov rnor and inform him that thé two Houses are mcady to 
adjourn, 5 &&c., made the following ru TOTAM 

“Which wad received and agreed. AQ. oon Um gatur Du 
Mr. SPEAKEE— -. - ud ET N. 

The joint committee appointed to- wa upon. ‘the £tovestior 
and inform him that the two houses had‘acted upon alb niat- 
ters before thein, - and tó.ask the Governor ifthe had: any.fur- 
ther communieation to make tp them, have performed that- 
duty. In answer to the inquiry the Governor said. he. had no 
other communications to make: .He requested-the committee - 
to. express hi$ gratitude and obligation to the two houses: for 
the great confidenee their legislatio: n has manifested in him. 
_, The following message. Was received: from “the Senate? Er 
Mh. SPBAKER—> . 

The Senate have coheprred 4 in the Housé Resolution, to m : 
journ, siae die, on Wednesday at 12 o "elogk: M.. with: the’ fol- 
lowing amendment, to-wit: strike out, the’ words; 12 0 clock 
M.. ‘The Seńate'amendment to the House esolution* of ad- 

journment was concurred in. 

The Speaker in a feeling address thanked the: members, for , 
their uniform courtesey, and pronounced the House adjourn- 
ed. sine die. ` A ed : 
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